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Grant of new lease to Exmouth Town Football Club 

Exempt Information 

Para 3 Schedule 12A information relating to the finance or business affairs of any 
particular person 
 

 

Summary 

Exmouth Town AFC currently occupies the Southern Road football ground on a 7 year 
lease from 2010. They are currently seeking grant funding in order to improve facilities and 
in order to do so need the added security of a longer lease.  
 
 

Recommendation 

That the grant of a new 28 year lease to Exmouth Town AFC is granted with the 
detail to be negotiated under delegated authority to the Deputy Chief Executive – 
Development, Regeneration and Partnerships. 
 

 

a) Reasons for Recommendation 

The grant of the new lease would allow Exmouth Town AFC to seek grant funding to 
improve facilities at the ground. The new lease proposed would also provide for an 
increase in rental income to the Council. 

 
b) Alternative Options 

Not to grant the lease.  This option would result in the club being unable to obtain 
funding for improvement works.  

 
c) Risk Considerations 

There is not considered to be any significant risk to the proposal 
 

d) Policy and Budgetary Considerations 

The proposed new lease would assist a local sports club in seeking funding assistance 
to improve facilities. It would also result in an increase in rental income for the Council. 

 
e) Date for Review of Decision 

 
Spring 2014 

 
 



NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

 

1 Main Body of the Report 

1.0 Introduction 

 
1.1 Exmouth Town Football Club( in their various forms) have occupied their current 

ground at Southern Road, Exmouth under a number of lease agreements since well 
before 1974, when the Council took over ownership from Exmouth Urban District 
Council. The current lease was granted in June 2010 for a term of 7 years expiring in 
May 2017. 

 
1.2 The Southern Road Football Ground forms part of the larger area of land known as 

the King George V Playing Field. Under a dedication dated 10 December 1963, the 
land is to be maintained as public playing fields as a memorial to King George V and 
shall be a King George’s Field. As such any leases, improvements or change of use 
require the consent of Fields in Trust. 

 
1.3 Exmouth Town Football Club have identified potential grant funding opportunities 

which could be used to improve the existing facilities at the ground. The 
improvements suggested include provision of an all weather multi sport surface, 
improvements to changing facilities and floodlight and ground improvements. In 
addition to this the club would also like to explore the possibility of constructing an 
indoor facility on part of the car park. However in order to access such funding they 
would need the security of a longer lease than the current 7 year agreement. 

 

2.0 Issues 

 
2.1 Exmouth Town FC have approached the Council with a view to seeking a longer 

lease of the ground for a term of 28 years. This would provide adequate security for 
them in their attempts to secure grant funding. 

 
2.2 As required under the dedication of the site, Fields in Trust were approached for their 

consent to the grant of a longer lease. When the request was considered, it was 
found that the exclusive use of the site by the Football Club was outside of the 
dedication as a King George Field and as such their board were unwilling to agree to 
a new, longer lease. 

 
2.3 Given the stance of Fields In Trust, it would seem unlikely that their consent to a 

renewal of the lease would be forthcoming upon expiry which would leave the club 
seeking alternative premises. 

 
2.4 Following negotiations with Fields in Trust, terms were agreed for the transfer of the 

dedication to an alternative site at Withycombe Raleigh Common. This was then 
approved by the Economy Portfolio Holder in March 2013. 

 
2.5 Negotiations have taken place with the Football Club over terms for a new lease, and 

it is proposed that a new 28 year lease is granted subject to more detailed 
negotiation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

 

Legal Implications 

Research will be require on the procedure to be followed in connection with the transfer of 
the existing ‘dedication’ to the Withycombe Raleigh Common site, after full details have 
been provided to Legal Services (including a copy of the Portfolio Holder for Economy’s 
approval referred to in the main body of this Report). 
 
It is assumed that the grant of this long lease will not adversely impact on the Exmouth 
Estuaryside Redevelopment Project. If it does have a potential impact then matters such 
as the length of term, introduction of landlord’s break options and contracting the new 
lease out of the security of tenure provisions set out in the Landlord & Tenant Act 1954, 
should be considered. 
 
The terms of the proposed new lease (where not otherwise covered in this Report), to be 
agreed between Estates Services & Legal Services. 
 

Financial Implications 

The financial implications are detailed in the report. Any additional revenue income is 
always welcome. 
 

Consultation on Reports to the Executive 

 

Background Papers 

 Site plan (attached) 
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