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East Devon Villages Development Plan Document 

Equality Statement 

-------------- 

Screening Report 
Prepared by Officers of East Devon District Council 

 

1.0 Introduction  

1.1 The purpose of this report is to assess the content of the East Devon Villages Development Plan 
Document (hereafter referred to as the Villages Plan) to determine whether East Devon District 
Council has complied with their duty under the Equality Act 2010 or whether further information 
and/or actions are required. Public authorities are required to have due regard to the aims of the 
general equality duty when making decisions and setting policies. To do this, it is necessary for the 
organisation to understand the potential impact of its decision-making on different people. This can 
help them to identify practical steps to tackle any negative impacts or discrimination, and to advance 
equality to ensure that their policy making is more effective. 

1.2 Assessing the impact on equality of their policies and practices is an important part of complying with 
the general equality duty, although the duty does not set out a particular process that public 
authorities are expected to follow. This should be carried out as part and parcel of their decision-
making to ensure that there is no significant effect on a group with a protected characteristic under 
the Equality Act 2010.  

The following characteristics are protected characteristics—  
• age;  
• disability;  
• gender reassignment;  
• marriage and civil partnership;  
• pregnancy and maternity;  
• race;  
• religion or belief;  
• sex;  
• sexual orientation.  

1.3 The conclusion of this report is that the Villages Plan is unlikely to have a significant negative effect 
under the Equality legislation so should not be subject to a full Equalities Impact Assessment (EqIA).  

1.4 This report will be available along with the Publication Villages Plan. 
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Equality Impact Assessment Screening 
 
In order to ensure that all relevant issues are considered at this stage, the approach taken has been based on 
the form which is used by DCLG to initially screen their planning policies, strategies, procedures, projects 
and/or services.  

2.0 Name of the current or proposed new or changed, policy, strategy, procedure, project or 
service being assessed:  

 
2.1 The East Devon Villages Plan Development Plan Document  

 
3.0 Team responsible for completing the Equality Impact Assessment:  
 
3.1 Planning Policy, East Devon District Council 

4.0 What is the main aim or purpose of the current or proposed new or changed, policy, strategy, 
procedure, project or service and what are the intended outcomes?  

 
4.1 The East Devon Villages Plan is a Development Plan Document (DPD) which establishes Built-up Area 

Boundaries (BUAB’s) for those villages identified in Strategy 27 of the East Devon Local Plan as being 
suitable for additional development. BUAB’s for the main East Devon towns are identified in the Local 
Plan itself. Land outside the BUAB’s is subject to the countryside protection policies of the Local Plan 
where development is normally only acceptable as an exception in particular circumstances. Local 
communities are able to produce Neighbourhood Plans which allocate particular sites for 
development or establish their own BUAB’s.  

4.2 The purpose of defining BUAB’s around the most sustainable villages is to ensure that future 
development is undertaken in an appropriate way, ensuring that the existing and future residents are 
able to meet their everyday needs in a high quality, sustainable environment.  

4.3 The Plan also identifies the extent of employment land at Hill Barton and Greendale business parks 
and sets out retail policies for Beer and Colyton. 

 
5.0 What existing sources of evidence have been used to help you identify the likely impacts on 

different groups of people? 
 

5.1 Views and comments were sought through consultation and representative groups and organisations 
were consulted specifically so that they could feedback on behalf of those with protected 
characteristics under the Equality Act. The results of the early consultation enabled Officers to identify 
the potential impacts on different groups of people, utilise evidence to consider and address these 
impacts (and inform subsequent consultation to ensure that everyone had an opportunity to engage 
meaningfully with the plan making process). No specific groups were identified as being 
disadvantaged by the Plan or the consultation which informed it.  
 

5.2 As the Plan covers villages and two employment sites in rural parts of the District, and public 
transport and broadband can be very poor in these areas, difficulty with accessing the Plan was 
identified as a possible problem- particularly for those with limited mobility. To address this, Parish 



3 
 

Council’s and Local Ward Members were consulted directly and sent electronic links to the Plan. 
Parish Council’s were also sent hard copies of the plan and asked to show them to the public if 
requested and summaries were produce and sent out as part of the consultation.   Hard copies of the 
full plan were provided on request, so that residents could view the documents in their local 
community.  
 

5.3 Letters and summaries of the proposals were sent to every property affected by proposed 
amendments to the Built-up Area Boundaries and information in an easily understood ‘Plain English’ 
format was also available through the Parish and District Councils. 

 
5.4 In response to feedback on early consultation, all the Parish Councils were consulted on Publication 

Plan, not just those Parishes which contain Built-up Area Boundaries. 
 

 
6.0 Are there gaps in evidence which make it difficult or impossible to form an opinion on how the 

existing or proposed policy, strategy, procedure, project or service does or might affect different 
groups of people? If so, how and when do you intend to collect the additional information? 

 
6.1 We are not aware of any gaps. As stated previously, information was readily available within the 

affected communities and via the District Council website and all affected properties were consulted 
in writing. The website has the facility to increase/change the colour of text/listen to text being read 
for visually impaired users and text can be provided in other languages. 
 

6.2 The Villages Plan will apply equally to all sectors of the community and will not disadvantage any 
group with protected characteristics. Imposition of a Built-up Area Boundary which focuses on the 
core built form of the settlement, availability of facilities and walking distance to facilities, will ensure 
that new homes are built in sustainable locations with access to basic goods and services for new 
residents. Walking distances take account of reduced mobility, for example, due to disability, use of 
pushchairs etc.   
 

6.3 There are some sectors of the community who are not able to access housing on the open market, 
due to affordability, or who require specially adapted homes. The Local Plan contains policies which 
allow affordable housing to meet a demonstrated local need as an exception to normal policy. This 
affordable housing can include homes adapted for the elderly or disabled if they are unable to afford 
to buy and adapt a private home to meet their needs. Local communities are also able to plan for 
additional homes and establish their own Built-up Area Boundaries through a Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
7.0 Is a full EqIA required and/or should the Plan be amended to ensure that the Public Sector Equality 

Duty is met? 
 
7.1 A full EqIA is not required, and the Duty is met, because: 

• The elements of the consultation are not likely to result in negative equality impacts that would 
require justification or mitigation. The Plan applies equally to all sectors of the community and 
will not result in disadvantage. The Plan allows additional housing to be provided, outside the 
Built-up Area Boundaries, where there is a proven local need for affordable housing and/or where 
it is proposed by the local community through a Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
• There is unlikely to be negative public opinion or media coverage about the proposed changes.  

It is not possible to anticipate whether there is likely to be negative opinion or coverage, however 
the Plan has been extensively advertised and consulted upon and all representations have been 
addressed and the Council’s reasoning explained.  



4 
 

 
• An opportunity has not been missed to promote equality of opportunity and further details do 

not need to be provided of action that can be taken to remedy this.  
Consultation was undertaken in an inclusive manner which provided an equal opportunity for all 
sectors of the community to understand the issues, be involved in the process and make their 
views known, so remedial action is not required. 


