





SIDFORD

Prepared for East Devon District Council by John Fisher BA, MA, MRTPI
with contributions from Town and Parish Councils and Amenity Societies in East Devon

Published by East Devon District Council 1999
© Copyright East Devon District Council



10

11

Contents

HISTORIC AND TOPOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND

SETTING OF THE CONSERVATION AREA

BUILT ENVIRONMENT

LANDSCAPE AND TREES

HARD SURFACES

BUILDING MATERJALS AND ORNAMENT

STREET FURNITURE AND OTHER FEATURES

SYNOPSIS OF LISTED BUILDINGS

FEATURES OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE

LOSS OF CHARACTER AND INTRUSION

SUMMARY

HISTORIC MAPS

APPRAISAL MAPS

11






survival, unrivalled elsewhere in east Devon. It is unfortunate that narrow
pavements, heavy mraffic flows, prominent overhead power lines and TV aerials
make their special character harder to appreciate.

3 BUILT ENVIRONMENT

3.1 The village is characterised by the several good examples
of cottage groups in Church Street and School Street. The former
are mainly smooth rendered with thatch or slate roofs; the latter
mainly thatch, with prominent, partly external lateral stacks,
constructed mostly in ashlar stone and flint, one of which is
chequered, a feature only occasionally seen elsewhere in this part
of Devon.

3.2 Later development has tended not to integrate success-
fully. The soundly built but somewhat incongruous late 19th
century parish church, although typical of its genre, tends to
empbhasise that Sidford is now mainly a suburban outlier of
Sidmouth, two miles to the south. This impression is given
further weight by formerly important frontage gaps having been
infilled by quite recent housing estates, and standardised
shopfronts that have scant regard for their historic surroundings.

4 LANDSCAPE AND TREES

4.1 As a result of its heavily suburbanised surroundings,
Sidford lacks any form of immediate landscape setting, apart
from groups of trees, mainly willows, along the fringes of the
River Sid forming an important visual break and providing the
most attractive approach into the conservation area. Also at this
point there are views towards surrounding hills, although even
here recent development on the south side of the bridge is
somewhat intrusive.

School Street; a long range of 17th century or earlier cottages is an outstanding

Sidford Bridge is a dual structure of former packhorse bridge which is said 1o
dare from the 12th century; the later bridge adjoining is mid 20th century.
Recent housing adjeining the river is prominent.

4.2 Elsewhere in the conservation area, there are scattered
specimen trees, mainly to the side or rear of largely continuous
street frontages. Within the particularly close-knit historic
environment of mainly direct street frontages off narrow
pavements, individual trees where they do occur, make a consid-
erable contribution to the overall street scene. There are good
examples at the Salty Monk (opposite the Parish Church) and
immediarely east of the main road junction. Some trees beyond
the conservation area form an important visual backdrop. It is
considered these should be accurately documented with a view to
their being given adequate statutory protection if this is not
already the case.

4.3 There is a small area of formally landscaped space and
flower beds at the southeast corner of the main road intersection.
The churchyard forms another quite formal and visually
important open space towards the castern end of Church Street.

5 HARD SURFACES

5.1 There is a small area of cobbled stone (mainly chert)
fronting a range of mainly thatched cottages on the north side of
Church Street. In School Street, steps protrude onto the
pavement which appears partly to consist of natural stone slabs,

randomly laid.












HISTORIC MAPS

1805 Devon County Survey: Scale: originally 3 inches to the mile (scale may be altered for the purpose of the report)
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Early 20th Century Ordnance Survey Second Edition or Provisional Edition.
Seale originally 6 inches to the mile (scale may be altered for the purpose of fitting the report)


















