SIDMOUTH

AREA 4 - BICKWELL VALLEY

Prepared for East Devon District Council by John Fisher BA, MA, MRTPI

with contributions from Town and Parish Councils and Amenity Societies in East Devon

Published by East Devon District Councit 1999
© Copyright East Devon District Council



Contents

HISTORIC AND TOPOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND
SETTING OF THE CONSERVATION AREA
BUILT ENVIRONMENT

LANDSCAPE AND TREES

BUILDING MATERIALS AND ORNAMENT
SYNOPSIS OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS

FEATURES OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE

1L.OSS OF CHARACTER AND INTRUSION
SUMMARY

APPRAISAL MATPS






2 CHARACTER AND SETTING OF
THE CONSERVATION AREA

2.1 The Bickwell Valley Conservation Area mainly
comprises two roughly parallel residential roads; Bickwell Valley
following the lowest contours and Convent Road on higher
ground to the east. Boughmore Road, the third important
residential road, and with no through access, ascends the opposite
side of the valley in a broad curve. There are several shorter access
roads some forming links, others also having no through access.

22 Apart from the semi-rural aspect of Cotmaton Meadow
and two short 19th century terraces set at right angles to each
other at Cotmaton Road, the entire conservation area is charac-
terised by large detached houses in a well-wooded setting with a
roughly even mixture of mature deciduous and evergreen trees
and hedgerows. The main concentration of specimen trees and
tree groups is along the main Bickwell Valley road with two
substantial deciduous groups to the southeast and northwest of
Bickwell House.

2.2 Although the Bickwell Valley Study published jointly by
Devon County Council and East Devon District Council in
August 1977 did not initially recommend designation as a
Conservation Area, there was considerable local pressure for the
particular quality of this part of Sidmouth to be recognised and
formal designation eventually took place in January 1978.

3 BUILT ENVIRONMENT

3.1 The intrinsic pattern of development of Bickwell Valley
was largely complete by 1912 with relatively few plots not yet
built upon, but in most cases already marked out. The 1889
Ordnance Survey 1:2500 plan shows no evidence of road
construction, but the 1905 equivalent shows the existing road
pattern already in place and several houses already completed
(e.g. Berwyn, Moorings, Old Orchard and Southfield). These are
typically Edwardian in style; alluding to carlier periods, and
reflecting the neo-vernacular and Arts and Crafts style which
were popularised by practising architects and craftsmen of the
time such as William Morris, C.R.Ashbee, C.EVoysey, Ernest
Gimson, EBaillie-Scott and Philip Webb.

3.2 After 1912 development continued slowly, but later
dwellings were of similar quality and style although of plainer
detail and rendered externally, and in rather less spacious
surroundings. A good example is Uplands (1933) and also houses
along the south side of Boughmore Road. Although there have
been some later additions, the area remains an essentially
Edwardian suburb with inter-war additions. Most dwellings
appear to have remained in single occupancy and are what may
be termed “select” in that they enjoy considerable privacy within
a mature and richly varied landscape setting. Nevertheless the
area has been, and remains, subject to pressures for intensification
of development.

Convent Road: a typical
example of the rich landscape
setting of the larger houses

Bickwell Farmbouse, originally 17th century with 20th century
modifications giving an Arts and Crafis finish

4 LANDSCAPE AND TREES

4.1 The major landscape elements of Bickwell Valley are its
setting within the surrounding countryside which is within the
East Devon Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty; the extensive
cover of trees and vegetation screening dwellings, and Cotmaton
Meadow forming a natural break at the southern entrance into
the conservation area.

4.2 The steep slopes of woodland and pasture above
Bickwell Valley are of great importance to its character and
appearance, and to Sidmouth as a whole, and are strongly
protected by long established planning policies.

4.3 Within the residential area itself there is extensive tree
cover. Bickwell Valley Road consists mainly of a line of mature
lime trees with a number of specimen parkland conifers and
hardwoods in the gardens. Other dominant species include oak,
sycamore, beech, ash and Holm Oak, as well as conifers such as
Scots pine, western red cedar, cypress and yew. Some have already
reached or are slightly beyond full marurity and are starting to
die back. Tree Preservation Orders within the area are relatively
few, although conservation area designation provides almost
equivalent protection.

4.4 Cotmaton Field, owned by the National Trust is leased
as an agricultural tenancy. Only routine maintenance of trees and
hedges around the margins of this important private open space
is envisaged by the Trust which should enable it to continue to
contribute to the special character of Bickwell Valley.







7 FEATURES OF SPECIAL
IMPORTANCE

74 The Bickwell Valley Conservation Area has the
following elements which contribute to or enhance its character
and are of paramount importance when considering proposals for
new development or alterations to existing development:

- retention of the quality of its origins as a wealthy and
spacious Edwardian suburb (N.B. Edward VII Pillar
Box)

- maintenance of the character of a wide cross-section of
carly 20th century large houses with some good
examples of Arts and Crafts and Neo-Vernacular styles

- large landscaped gardens and many mature specimen
trees, including several varieties of conifer. An avenue,
mainly of limes, lining the main through road
emphasises the importance of the arcadian setting

- the importance of the significant area of open space at
Cotmaton Field to the south which helps to emphasise
the separate, somewhar exclusive identity of this part of

Sidmouth

- recognition that such a mature development, : s
established 90 years ago should still be surrounded by Bickwell Valley; trees and walls predominate with few buildings
open countryside to the west and north, which evident

empbhasises the significance of its carefully selected

arcadian origins and deliberately intended seclusion as

there are no important through roads within the locality

Bickwell Valley; mature trees line much of the road

Bickwell Valley; Edward VII letterbox






















