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Seaton Wetlands
Steve Edmonds,
Countryside team leader (sites)

S

pring 2014 saw a new set up at the Seaton
Wetlands, following the departure of Fraser
Rush and Doug Rudge, who had overseen
the development of this now-blossoming nature
reserve. It is thanks to their dedication and hard
work that the facilities are in place for so many
people to enjoy the wildlife and walks on offer
around the site, and it is my pleasure to take on
the challenge of keeping up the good work.
While the reedbeds, marshes, ponds, lagoons,
ditches and muddy scrapes all continue to
establish themselves as thriving ecological
habitats, work has been ongoing with various
other projects to push along the development of
site infrastructure.
The first big hurdle to overcome was to get
our new toilet block fully functional. With many
of our facilities being right at the heart of Black
Hole Marsh, connecting pipes and cables for
services can be quite tricky, but eventually the
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new block was hooked up to the mains in time for
the summer holidays, and now make visits much
easier for our general visitors, but especially for
the many school groups who come throughout
the year. We would like to thank the EDDC
Property Services team for their assistance with
this project, and it is just reward that the loos
received a Gold Award in the National Loo of the
Year awards!
Our volunteers have been working as hard
as ever to help us keep improving the site.
Major projects of late have included laying
the hedge at the bottom of our car park (and
doing a rather fantastic job of it too, it has to be
said), constructing several compost bins for our
wildlife garden area, beginning the annual task
of reed cutting – which has in turn provided the
thatch for our new reed hut on Stafford Marsh –
constructed using only materials harvested from
our nature reserves; timber legs of Alder from

Countryside annual review 2014/15

Knapp Copse LNR, hazel roof
frame from the hedgelaying
in the wetlands car park, and
the reed grown on site. The hut
fits right in and is already well

“

Established
as a thriving
ecological
habitat

used by visiting school groups
to take shelter from the rain
(and perhaps surprisingly more
often, the sun!).
On the wildlife front, last
summer’s stars of the show
were undoubtedly our kestrels,
who took up residence in one
of our telegraph pole nestboxes.
With a nestbox cam fitted,
we’d all been waiting each
spring in hope, and last year
they took the plunge. With
the best summer of weather
that we’ve enjoyed for quite
a few years birds of prey did
really well, thanks to booming
small mammal populations.
Our kestrels laid five eggs and
every single one hatched and

fledged successfully, a real
credit to the parents who were
watched by countless visitors
as they kept bringing food in to
the young at regular intervals.
A pair of Tawny Owls also
had two chicks that fledged
successfully, and many people
watched the beautiful barn owls
flying around throughout the
summer from the neighbouring
barn, they seemingly raised
three healthy chicks as well.
This spring has seen numerous
sightings of Osprey recorded,
a Short-eared Owl who hunted
over the site for a few days, and
even a visit from a Night Heron.
All in all it’s been a pretty
special year for spotting birds
in the Seaton Wetlands.
So what’s next? There will
be an added visitor attraction
ready for the summer
holidays – ‘The Lookout’. This
will be the first point of call
for visitors to the site, and we
intend to staff this building as
much as we can throughout the
week. It will be situated just
down the track from the main
entrance gate onto Black Hole
Marsh (with great views over
the lagoon), and will enable us
to help visitors to the wetlands
get the most out of their time
with us. There has also been

Seaton Wetlands

much confusion over the names
of not only the site, but also of
the different buildings on site,
and so we will be re-doing a
lot of our on-site signage and
renaming a few buildings to
make it clearer to everybody
where they need to go to find
their ‘wetlands experience’…
watch this space!
There’s also another action
packed summer of events
planned, so hopefully I’ll see
you down at the wetlands
this summer!
Hedgelaying on the Wetlands
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Nature reserves
News update from our other nature reserves in East Devon
Nathan Robinson, Nature Reserves Ranger
Trinity Hill Local
Nature Reserve
The future of Trinity Hill
Local Nature Reserve has been
secured through a pivotal
change in approach to the site’s
management. Trinity Hill is
an area of lowland heathland
characterised by open, lowgrowing woody vegetation.
A rare habitat within Europe
and of great ecological value,
Trinity Hill is of both local and
regional importance. However,
this valuable habitat was slowly
being lost due to a lack of
management intervention on
site. Essentially a man-made
habitat, heathland must be
continually managed through
livestock grazing, burning
and cutting to prevent it from
succeeding to woodland.
This year has seen the
reinstatement of these
management practices in order
to bring the nature reserve
back to favourable condition.
Areas of gorse have been
coppiced and scrub cleared
to regenerate the heath and
encourage heather plants to

Views from Trinity Hill

4

predominate. In addition, two
areas of the heathland were
burnt to bring new life and
variety to the habitat. ‘Swaling,’
as it is traditionally known, has
removed the build-up of old
vegetation in areas dominated
by Purple Moor grass which
is suppressing the growth
of other plant species and
reducing the habitat quality
for many heathland species.
This summer will also see
conservation grazing animals
return to Trinity Hill. This is
a landmark event for the site
which was last grazed in the
early 1960s. Livestock grazing
is often the most sustainable
and cost effective management
tool for maintaining heathland
sites, and with it should come
large biodiversity gains. A small
number of Exmoor ponies will
be brought onto the reserve
at the beginning of June to
graze throughout the summer
months thereby helping to
restore the wildlife habitat.
Livestock has historically
been an essential component
of heathland management,

selectively grazing the
vegetation to create a variety
of ecological niches.
In the last year the reserve
has also benefitted from
Rhododendron clearance
to remove this invasive
plant species from the site,
reinstatement of an overgrown
footpath and new signage and
bollards in the car park.

Trinity Hill – swaling with
help from RSPB staff and
volunteers

Nature reserves
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Holyford Woods Local
Nature Reserve
This winter saw the completion
of a project to restore 3.2 acres
of native broadleaf woodland
in Holyford Woods known as
‘The Old Orchard’. This parcel
of woodland made up of mature
Ash and Oak trees was being
shaded out by an understorey
of conifer trees planted among
the native trees. This has
diminished the woodland flora
and was preventing young trees
from establishing in this part
of the woodland. The area has
now been cleared of the conifer
trees (over 100 in total over the
course of the project) allowing
light back into the woods and
as a result the woodland flowers
have responded in all their
glory this spring!
With one important
conservation project complete,
another was under way with
the restoration of Lamb’s
Pool, a large pond found at the
centre of Holyford Woods Local
Nature Reserve. The water
body was formerly a small
reservoir that was serviced
and maintained by the water
company, but over the last
few decades it has been left to
nature and has developed into
a vital habitat for the wildlife
in the woods.
However, due to winter
storms over recent years the
pond has slowly filled up with
stone that has been washed
down the steep valley and it has
been colonised by willow trees
growing in the muddy shallows.
This has dramatically reduced
the size of the pond and the
amount of sunlight reaching
the water’s surface which is
bad news for many of the
plants and animals living in it.
To save the pond from being
lost, East Devon’s Countryside
rangers, with help from the
East Devon Countryside

Holyford
Woods
coppicing at
Lamb’s Pool

Volunteers (EDCV) and the Axe
Vale and District Conservation
Society (AVDCS), worked
throughout February to clear
the Willow trees from the pond.
This has opened up the area,
creating a larger glade in centre
of the woodland. The next stage
in the project will be to dredge
part of the pond to create larger
areas of open water and a more
diverse pond habitat, thereby
removing some of the stone
washed down in the storms
and using it to reinstate access
tracks. This work is planned
for the autumn, and once
complete will transform this
old reservoir nestled within
the beautiful Holyford Woods
into a wildlife haven.
In the young area of
woodland known as ‘The
Hangings’ a wide central
ride has been established

along with a large glade area
which will provide some open
habitat for butterflies and
woodland birds. Within this
area some new steps have
been installed leading up
to a bench overlooking the
pond to provide a tranquil
resting place. The wood for the
rustic bench was milled from
a large Oak tree that came
down in the winter storms
providing a good example
of our sustainable approach
to woodland management.
Wherever possible we try to
use materials sourced from
our woodland reserves to build
access infrastructure and for
fencing materials etc. To that
end two new flights of steps
were also installed on the
opposite side of the valley using
the solid timber sourced from
the same Oak tree.
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Knapp Copse – springline mire which has benefitted from scrub clearance work

Knapp Copse Local
Nature Reserve
Knapp Copse is one of East
Devon’s hidden gems! A
beautiful woodland reserve
at the head of the Roncombe
Valley; the area offers stunning
bluebell woods, flower rich
meadows, a springline mire, far
reaching views and lots of great
walking opportunities. With
all this site has to offer and
relatively low visitor numbers,
we have been working to
promote this nature reserve
through our publications and
public events, and make the
site more attractive to visitors.
A new road sign now directs
people off the Seaton road
one kilometre down from the
Hare and Hounds pub, which
has already increased visitor
numbers. In addition a new
footpath has been created
through a section of woodland
on the reserve that now
connects up two new circular
walking routes. There are also
plans for new on-site signage
and interpretation to help
visitors navigate around this

6

fantastic part of the East
Devon countryside.
Knapp Copse has also been
the focus of a great deal of our
conservation work. The reserve
contains some of the most
valuable wildlife and habitats
that we manage as a service,
not least the extensive network
of hedgerows that spread
across the hillsides. Over the
winter months approximately
200m of hedgerow was ‘laid’
to provide nesting habitat
for farmland birds, cover for
small mammals (including the
threatened dormouse that is
found here), and space for wild
flowers to grow on the banks.
Hedgelaying is traditional way
of managing hedgerows that
provides many environmental
benefits compared to modern
mechanical flailing, and is a
treasured rural skill.
Conservation work at
Knapp Copse also included
clearance of large areas of scrub
to extend the areas of species
rich grassland and to extend
the area of springline mire (a
rare wet grassland habitat).

An annual hay cut was taken to
maintain the new orchard and
the trees guarded from deer
using hazel poles harvested from
the hedgelaying.
An essential part of managing
the grassland at Knapp Copse
is the grazing of cattle in the
summer months. Working with
a neighbouring farmer these
areas were grazed from May to
September using a small number
of animals to provide a ‘light
touch’ approach to livestock
grazing that still provides
space for nature. The animals
do a great job, however the
infrastructure to allow livestock
to be brought onto site needs to
be maintained. This last month
saw us replace 400m of fencing
before the cattle came back at
the beginning of May!
New habitat was also
provided on site with the
planting of a new hedgerow
along the bank leading into
the reserve from the car park.
This connects up two existing
hedgerows providing a link
through the landscape for
species such as bats and bees.

Nature reserves
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Delderfield – Conservation grazing, Devon Longwool sheep

Delderfield Community
Nature Reserve
This year saw the reinstatement
of traditional meadow
management practices at
Delderfield Community
Nature Reserve to conserve
the populations of wild
flowers found on the site.
After many years of limited
intervention the meadow was
beginning to be lost due to
scrub encroachment, putting
this valuable grassland under
threat.
The first step in the
meadow’s restoration involved
the clearance of areas of
bramble scrub to extend the
grassland habitat. This was
then followed by sheep grazing
in the spring. Devon Longwool
sheep, a heritage breed, were
brought onto site to break up
the rank grasses and help create
conditions for wild flowers
to set seed and flourish. The
meadow was then closed up
for summer and cut for hay
in September.
The sheep returned
in autumn to graze the
‘aftermath’ again providing an
important service in the site’s
management. The introduction
of conservation grazing will
play an essential role in the
site’s future, providing the most
effective and sustainable way
to manage our precious wild
flower meadows.
Our volunteers helped
to conduct a survey of the

flowering plants found within
the meadow; this included a
habitat condition assessment
for the site which will form
the baseline for regular
botanical monitoring and in
time will help to inform future
management.
Chemical control of
Giant Hogweed continued at
Delderfield with plants both
in the meadow and adjacent
woodland being treated.
The nature reserve has also
had new access infrastructure
installed including a new
entrance, handrail and
viewpoint bench.
Delderfield – volunteers replacing
entrance gate and handrail

Exmouth Local
Nature Reserve
This internationally important
wildlife site on the Exe Estuary
benefitted from another two
successful beach clean events
this year. Working with the
Exe Estuary Management
Partnership and over 100
volunteers across the two
events we scoured the estuary
collecting rubbish littering
the area.
The site received funding
from the Living with a
Changing Coast (Licco)
project for a number of new
interpretation boards which
will greatly enhance the visitor
experience. The boards focus
on climate change within the
estuary and its effects on the
wildlife and people living on
and around the estuary.
At the northern end of
the Rabbit Warren a new bird
watching screen has been
constructed, providing an
excellent spot to observe the
wildlife without disturbing the
birds! This project was made
possible by a kind donation
from Stuart Line Cruises.
Once again the voluntary
exclusion zone was in
operation from September
until December in order
to limit disturbance to the
over-wintering birds from
watersport users. This scheme
appears to have been a success
thanks to support from local
clubs and shops.
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The Maer Local
Nature Reserve
This relic sand dune in the
heart of Exmouth continues to
get a large number of visitors
throughout the year. The
reserve provides a valuable
green space for the people of
Exmouth and also supports
important populations of rare
coastal plants.
However, an issue of
wildlife-human conflict has
emerged on the reserve with
the resident badgers causing
damage to the neighbouring
cricket and tennis courts.
There is concern that the
animals’ digging activity, if left
unchecked, will undermine
the tennis courts and cricket
nets leading to costly damage.
Elsewhere on the reserve,
badgers at a separate sett had
also caused damage to a Tarmac
path. The solution to this
problem is to install chain link
wire to form an underground
fence. However, this is not a
straightforward process when
dealing with a protected species
and the potential for the work
to cause disturbance to the
badgers. After a failed attempt
to temporarily exclude the
badgers from their sett last
autumn to complete this work,
we are continuing to work
with Natural England who are
licensing and overseeing the
operation to work towards a
solution for the benefit of all!
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Hedgelaying at Honiton Bottom

Honiton Bottom Community
Nature Reserve
The development of Honiton
Bottom as a community nature
reserve has made great progress
over the past 12 months with
a series of improvements.
The traditional fruit orchard
planted just over a year ago is
establishing really well, with
all trees in good health due to
the plant care and maintenance
provided since planting. This
new orchard will be a priceless
community asset in the years
to come and great wildlife
habitat too.
Two new ponds have been
dug on the reserve providing
new wildlife habitat. These
will be monitored over the
coming years to see how they
develop and to inform possible
alterations to their design to
maximise their value
for wildlife.
During the winter
30m of hedge was ‘laid’ or
‘steeped’ along the perimeter
hedgebank. Hedgelaying is a
traditional form of hedgerow
management that is still widely
practised within the rural
and conservation sector due

the environmental benefits
it affords. A hedge, once laid,
will come back thick and dense
providing much needed nesting
habitat for birds, cover for
small mammals, and space for
wild flowers to spring up on
the banks.
A small area of the reserve
was cut for hay in the summer
to encourage wild flowers.
A unique community event
provided the opportunity
for the public to get involved
with the hay making through
a scything workshop. Under
the tuition of ladies’ scything
champion Andi Rickard,
members of the community
learnt to make hay the
traditional way using a tool
known as a ‘scythe’ (now
brought to fame via the TV
show Poldark!)
As well as the habitat
management work at
Hontion Bottom, the nature
play trail has also seen some
improvements with the
addition of a living willow
tunnel and wooden stepping
stones to help engage young
children with the natural
environment.
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The Knapp Community
Nature Reserve
The Knapp has a bit of
everything; woodland, orchard,
meadows and great views over
the town of Sidmouth and up
the Sid Valley. Over the past
couple of years work has begun
on the woodland and orchard
which were planted around 20
years ago. The woodland area
requires thinning, taking out
some of the trees to open up
the woodland canopy, thereby
allowing more light to reach
the woodland floor and a
diverse flora to establish. This
will also allow the remaining
trees space to develop into
healthy mature specimens. A
small area was thinned this year
with larger scale works planned
for the coming winter.
Restoration work was
carried out in the orchard area
with the encroaching scrub
cleared from the area to give
the fruit trees space to thrive
and the trees given new tree
guards to prevent damage
from rabbits.
The meadows were again
cut for hay to promote
conditions for wild flowers to
flourish and coppicing work
was completed on the pond
to bring in more wildlife.

Apple Pressing Day October
2014. Members of the
community enjoy the harvest
from the orchard at the Knapp
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cranbrook
country park
Emma Jones, Cranbrook Country Park Ranger

E

mma Jones started in
the role of Cranbrook
Country Park Ranger, for
the new growing community at
Cranbrook on 23 April 2014.

The site
There are 35 hectares of Country Park at
Cranbrook, which will act as the green lungs for
the town. The park is placed centrally to the town,
in a flood plain, on an area of heavily improved
grassland, with limited biodiversity.
Wildlife
There is much work to do over the coming years
to improve access and biodiversity on the site, but
there are gems of interest. The site has retained
some of its hedgerows and although they are in
a poor state of repair, Emma will work with the
community to provide
training and education in
the importance of their
management, so enhancing
the quality and life span of
the hedgerows on site, and
developing resources of
food and habitat available
for local wildlife.
The stream ‘the
Crannybrook’ runs through
the Country Park, and this
where the town gets its
name. It refers to Cranes
or ‘Crann’ on the brook,
a nod to previous wildlife
living on the site. The
Countryside team aims
to improve the quality of
water in the stream by
working with adjacent
landowners who use the
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stream as a watering hole for stock. Kingfishers
have been seen flashing blue up and down
the stream. Otters have been spotted passing
through with young cubs in tow, exploring a
changing environment, so it’s not just the house
builders who are busy at Cranbrook. With so
much wetland, and so many ditches, Sustainable
Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) and attenuation
ponds (which hold water at times of flooding) on
site, the whole place comes alive in the summer
months when the dragonflies emerge and start to
make use of the water features.
History
Although only a limited amount of history is
available about the Country Park site, it has
some fascinating stories to tell. A Roman road
runs through it, and some Roman themed family
events are planned to engage the community’s

Crannybrook

Cranbrook Country Park
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historical interest. One local
road has even been named
Roman Way, a reference to the
site’s prehistory. But it doesn’t
stop there – when the site for
the school was excavated, some
beautiful pottery was found
from the Beaker people – a
period of time dating back to
the Bronze Age, along with an
archer’s wrist guard, found by
the site of a sacred tree.
Cranbrook also boasts an
historic grade 2 listed Devon
Long House – the traditional
farmhouse building where
stock would have lived in the
lower half of the house and
the humans in the upper half,
for security and warmth. This
beautiful building and some of
the surrounding outbuildings,
the old barns, and dairy, will
hopefully be retained to add
age and historic importance to
the town.
Site improvements
Access needs to be completed
and improved – the Consortium
who are the landowners are
leading the implementation
of the plans for the Country
Park with technical input from
the EDDC Countryside team.
The Countryside team are
looking forward to working
in partnership with the newly
formed Cranbrook Town
Council to ensure that the
Country Park is an area of
high quality green space that
provides access and recreation
for the whole community, and
enhances the biodiversity of the
whole site.
A nature reserve is being
created from scratch where no
dog walking will be permitted,
to give wildlife an area of
respite from the other busy
parts the country park. The
ponds and wet scrapes have
been dug, and nature is being
allowed to take its course;

Easter egg challenge

wild creatures will achieve the
incredible task of finding these
ponds and making their
homes there.
A Resource Centre will
be built to allow the EDDC
Countryside team to fully
engage with the community on
all things wild and wonderful.
Having a base with an office, a
classroom, a workshop, toilets,
and outdoor working space
will give the team an on-site
presence, year round event
capacity, and the ability to
provide a quality service for
visitors and locals alike.
Interpretation is currently
being developed for the
Countryside Park to explain
the habitats, access, and
archaeology on site.
Orchards are being planted
to provide an additional wildlife
habitat and a connection to
the past, when there would
have been orchards attached
to the farmsteads, allowing the
chance to bring the community
together for events such as
fruit picking, Wassailing, and
apple day celebrations. Apple

“

As the town
grows, work must
continue apace to
meet and speak
with all the new
residents

varieties with a historical
connection to East Devon have
been planted, as well as plum
and pear trees.
Bicton College will work
with the Countryside team to
manage the site; providing rare
breeds to keep the large areas of
grass grazed and help provide
structure and variety within the
grassland that mowing alone
cannot achieve.
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Cranbrook Country Park

Partnership working
Emma has been working alongside the following
groups in her role as Country Park Ranger, and
looks forward to increasing opportunities for
partnership working in the future:
• Cranbrook Community Forum
• Community Helpers in Cranbrook (CHIC)
• Cornerstone baby and toddler group
• St Martin’s Primary School
• Newly formed Town Council
• Parish Councils, Broadclyst and Rockbeare
• Bicton College
• National Trust
• Neighbouring landowners
• The Consortium
• Mi-Space
• Local press
• Poltimore House
The Ranger’s role
Emma has been working hard to connect with
the community and has built up a great deal of
support for the work that the Countryside team
does. As the town grows, work must continue
apace to meet and speak with all new residents.
The team wants to be seen as a friend of the
community; this will be done by:
• Presenting a busy and varied year round
events programme
• Providing volunteering opportunities
• Leading educational activities with local
schools and youth groups
• Promoting awareness of the health, social,
and economic value of the Country Park
and Cranbrook

12
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‘‘It has been a year full of activity, exploration, and
making new friendships in a new community. It
has had its frustrations and challenges, but none
which can’t be overcome. I look forward to meeting
new residents at Cranbrook and welcoming them
into the Country Park, to continue an active and
changing events programme to meet people needs
and wishes, to see how the Country park changes
and improves over the coming few years for locals
and for wildlife.’’
—Emma
Gift making for Mothering Sunday

South West Coastal Path
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south west
coast path
Dave Palmer, Countryside Ranger

T

he East Devon section of the South West Coast Path runs
from Exmouth to the county boundary at Lyme Regis – a
distance of approximately 26 miles. Of this, about half
is in the ownership of the National Trust, but the remainder is
maintained by the EDDC Countryside Service on behalf of Devon
County Council.

Sunset towards Branscombe viewed from the coast path

Closure
Probably the most important
factor regarding the Coast
Path has been the continuing
closure of the section between
Axmouth and Lyme Regis.
Although it is not the most
heavily used section, there
is still reasonable foot fall
throughout the year. The
economic benefits to local
communities from users of
the path are long established,
so to have an area effectively
out of bounds to long distance
walkers will no doubt have
impacted to some extent on
local businesses.
The closure is due to a
section of approximately 250m
that is continuing to undergo
slippage. The effects are such
that where there were flights of
steps there is now a 12 foot wall
of earth.
Despite prolonged efforts

it has been impossible to find
an alternative safe route,
although negotiations are
currently underway between
Devon County Council and
the landowner to potentially
establish a new route that takes
the path up to the cliff top
fields at this point.
The path is still promoted as
being open as a ‘there and back’
route encouraging walkers to
travel to the closed section and
then retrace their steps – but
this has little appeal to the long
distance walker.

cut back hard, and view areas
re-cut and extended where
possible.
Steps periodically require
replacement due to ongoing
wear. During the past year
there were step improvements
at Windgates (between
Sidmouth and Ladram Bay),
Weston Mouth, Axmouth
and 3 complete new flights
totalling approximately 70
at Underhooken between
Beer and Branscombe. At
Underhooken the steps leading
up to the bench offering
commanding and spectacular
views were also re-aligned to
provide safer access.
Hazards
Windy conditions occasionally
bring down large trees across
the path, and although 2014
wasn’t particularly stormy, a
quick response was needed to
clear them from sections at
Budleigh and several times in
the Undercliffs.

Maintenance
General work on the Coast Path
has been much as usual. In the
summer months most sections
of the path require a minimum
of 2 or 3 clearances, with urban
areas needing more frequent
cuts.
In the winter, vegetation is
Countryside team at Branscombe
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education
Meg Knowles and Penny Evans
Education Rangers

T

he Countryside team Education ranger
service leads a district wide environmental
education service for Primary and
Secondary schools, and community groups such
as Brownies and Scouts. This brings learning to
life both on our nature reserves and across the
wider countryside of East Devon, supporting
school age pupils to engage with inspiring
outdoor learning experiences across all areas of
the national curriculum.
East Devon’s nature reserves provide a
tremendous outdoor learning resource with
which to consolidate and extend school based
study. Working alongside Education rangers
children can make exciting discoveries such as a
water scorpion living in the shadowy depths of a
stream, build a shelter in the woods and light a
fire with a spark, or trap spiders and grasshoppers
in mini-beast pots amongst the long grass of
flowery meadows.
In 2014, 1743 school age pupils were taken onto
nature reserves. The Education ranger service
was rated as 5/5 for quality and excellence by all
schools and community groups we engaged with.
The Education rangers also work directly
with teachers to support learning outside the
classroom best practice, delivering professional
development courses and producing programmes
of learning to support lessons for schools across
the district. In 2013 the Countryside team
published a cross curricular learning resource
pack titled ‘The River Axe and the Axe Estuary
Wetlands’, which has gone into Primary schools
throughout East Devon. The Wetlands learning
resource pack supports pupils to investigate key
features and issues along the Axe river whilst
making comparisons at a global level. In June
2015, by popular demand, the learning resource
pack was printed as a second edition for schools.

14

Outreach
In 2015 the Countryside team formed a new
partnership with the Housing and Community
Development team. This is allowing us to work
alongside community development officers and
children’s centres, pooling our expertise to help
families and young people from tenanted housing
to get out and enjoy their local green spaces.
Recently the Education ranger, Penny Evans,
was involved in leading an exciting introductory

1,743

school age visitors in 2014

867 primary
school children
696 secondary
school children

100%

rated the
ranger service
as excellent

171 community
group children

Education
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“

Inspiring
outdoor learning
experiences

day for a new group formed to
providing practical parenting
support for families from the
Littleham housing estate. The
group got to know each other
better while having a lot of fun
completing a series of ‘I’m a
Celebrity get me out of here’
style challenges. After eating
nettles, playing stalking games,
‘abseiling’ to the camp and
lighting fires with a spark the
group definitely felt that they
had earned their marshmallows
and pancakes!
Our Education rangers have
also increased capacity to offer
outreach activities, allowing
us to take more youth groups,
families and schools onto
our reserves as well as other
green spaces throughout the
region (including those owned
by Clinton Devon Estates,
Poltimore house and the
Woodland trust).
Naturally Healthy Devon
Schools Project
The Countryside team at
East Devon District Council
have been awarded the
lead coordinating roles in
a new phase of the Natural
Connections Demonstration
Project, currently being
delivered by Plymouth
University on behalf of Defra,
Natural England and English
Heritage.
Natural Connections is one
of the largest outdoor learning
projects in the UK and has been
running since October 2012.

The project aims to increase the
number of school aged children
experiencing the benefits
that come from learning
outside the classroom in their
local natural environments
(LINE). It is all about working
with teachers to use LINE across
all curriculum areas and to
promote healthy schools.
This new two year phase
of the project, which is called
‘Naturally Healthy Devon
Schools’ will work in areas of
multiple deprivation, focusing
on primary schools in
East Devon.
As the new ‘Hub leader’
for East Devon, Meg Knowles,
Education ranger with the
Countryside team, will
be working directly with
Exmouth schools to support
teachers to build LINE into

their planning and day to day
teaching practices. The project
aims to build confidence
and encourage school aged
children, teachers and parents
to regularly interact with
Devon’s natural environment
in order to improve their health
and wellbeing, as an integral
part of the Curriculum. The
project also seeks to encourage
volunteering opportunities in
schools to support LINE.
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events
development
Ghislaine Silvers, Information and Events Officer

I

n addition to nine fairs and
festivals regularly attended
in the past, members of
the Countryside team are
increasing opportunities to
meet and engage with the
public at extra events in 2014
to 15 including the Opening
of the Beehive Community
Centre in Honiton, Uplyme
and Lyme Regis Horticultural
Show, Honiton Festival of
Imagination, AONB’s Rural

Business Fair and the River
Cottage Spring Food Fair. The
number of events put on by
the team is also increasing;
during 2014 the Countryside
team ran 49 events in total;
in 2015 49 events are planned
just for the period 1 January to
30 September 2015.
Several new events have
been added to the Countryside
repertoire for 2015, making
use of our green spaces and

“

increasing
opportunities
to meet and
engage with
the public

Honiton Festival
of Imagination
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partnerships with other
organisations to deliver
activities with a different
slant, such as sport, health and
wellbeing and culture. These
include canoeing, orienteering,
willow weaving and outdoor
theatre, which will appeal to
a wider audience and bring
new client groups to the
Countryside sites and
nature reserves.
Other new events we
have trialled so far this year
included Wildlife Gardening
at the Wetlands, where the
public were invited to help
build a bug hotel and log
pile to increase the variety
of wildlife in the developing
Wetlands garden, as well as
making their own bee and
bird boxes to take home and
encourage greater biodiversity
in their own gardens. This
proved hugely popular, with
about 140 visitors dropping in.
Little ones’ wild walks with the
Education rangers have also
been very well attended – these
events combine nature-themed
learning experiences with
fun and games, and extend
our provision for pre-school
children.

Events development
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Cranbrook
Cranbrook Country Park ranger
Emma Jones has now been in
post for one year, during which
time she has been working
hard to get to know the local
community, running a variety
of events, walks and talks to
help inform people about that
changing faces of the Country
Park. This has all helped to
give the local community a
confidence in using their local

green space, and has been
reflected in the increase of
popularity of Cranbrook-based
Countryside events over the
past few months. The best
attended event to date has
been Bird Box Making, held
to celebrate National Nest
Box Week in February. This
attracted 120 people – the
team looks forward to running
events on a similar theme in
the future.

Bear hunt at the Knapp
Community Nature Reserve

Bird box making

“

This has all helped to give
the local community a
confidence in using their
local green space
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Income and attendance
Income for 2014 and January
to April 2015 as follows:

£2,719

1,715
attendees

85%

events free
to the public

£1,300

630

attendees
2014

2015 (Jan–Apr)

Feedback
Events are scored between one and
five on our feedback sheets, with five
stars being the highest. Feedback
ratings showing public satisfaction with
Countryside events have improved over
the past year, as follows:

15%

7%

1%

93%

84%

2014
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2015 (Jan–Apr)
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Where do people come
from to our events?
East Devon
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branding and
interpretation
Tim Dafforn, Countryside Team Leader (people)
After a review of our publicity
and marketing materials
we have put in place a two
year plan to create new or
renew existing material. This
information is vital as it is our
shop window to the public; be it
our display trailer, site leaflets,
website, interpretation panels
and education flyers.
Early improvements include
a restored display trailer, a
new panel at the Borrow Pit at
Seaton Marshes in partnership
with the Axe Vale and District
Conservation Society and an
inspiring flyer for our core and
outreach education work.

Countryside education leaflet.indd 1

1
2
3
4
5

Exmouth LNR*
The Maer LNR
Fire Beacon Hill LNR
The Knapp
Honiton Bottom

See inside for more information on activities

*Local Nature Reserve

6
7
8
9

Knapp Copse LNR
Holyford Woods LNR
Seaton Wetlands
Trinity Hill LNR

Wetlands Classroom

In your community

We can run outreach sessions in school grounds
or at other sites close to your school or group.

2
1

Sessions will be tailored to suit the needs of each group
and are delivered by experienced Education Rangers.

4

Inside 1

Built on stilts over a reed
bed, this oﬀers a fabulous
all-weather facility.
Accommodating a class of
30 pupils, it is an ideal base
from which to explore the
Wetlands. Fully equipped
for a successful visit.

We lead rockpooling and coastal activities at suitable
beaches (including those at Exmouth, Branscombe
and Jacobs Ladder in Sidmouth).
Activities for Early Years and Key Stages 1–3.

8

3
7
6

9

5

Hands on, engaging, curriculum linked

What we oﬀer

This site has toilets and hand washing facilities.

Inside 2

The Wetlands are a rich mosaic of habitats; five
three pond dipping platforms, a purpose built cl
and pathways through beautiful meadows and al
small streams.
We are able to provide free educational ses
visiting groups on Seaton Wetlands, thanks to s
Defra’s Higher Level Stewardship scheme (HLS).

East Devon District Council's nature reserves

Where we are

An exciting, and safe, wild lear

Seaton Wetl

to life

Bring
learning
Seaton
Wetlands to life

Online development
Activity
Cost
This year has
seen
an
upgrade
Ranger led group visits to
FREE
to our pagesSeaton
onWetlands.
the Includes
council
use of Wetlands classroom.
web site, with
improved site
£50 half day/
Ranger led visits to other
East Devon
District
mapping and
easy
access £100
towhole day
Council nature reserves
(includes rock pooling, outreach
our education
and
events
and Forest School sessions.)
resources. We
have also begun
to develop
Contact the countryside
team
Devon District
Council
our social East
media
presence
Knowle
with both Sidmouth
a facebook
and
EX10
8HL
Tel: 01395 517557
twitter account
attracting
a
Email: education@eastdevon.gov.uk
www.eastdevon.gov.uk
growing audience.
/eastdevoncountryside

DOORS

OUTDOORS

DISCOVER
LEARN
EXPLORE
X2002

Fold in 2
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EAST DEVON

It was decided this year to
change the name of the Axe
Estuary Wetlands to bring an
instantly recognised brand to
The countryside team
the group of wonderful reserves
provides inspiring
outdoor learning along the Axe Valley. Not
experiences for schools
and community groups.
only will this help improve its
Encourage young people
visibility as a destination but
to connect with wildlife
and enjoy time spent
will strengthen the gains to the
outdoors.
local economy by aligning
JOIN US to with
explore and
other major attractions
discover the amazing wild places
such
as Seaton Tram and
of East Devon!
Seaton Jurassic.

Fold in 1
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health and
wellbeing
Tim Dafforn, Countryside Team Leader (people)
Community Orchards
During February we planted a
small community orchard in
Littleham Ward in Exmouth.
With the help of 30 local people
we planted traditional Devon
varieties of apple trees.
In partnership with the
Community Development
team we are supporting this
local group to care for the
orchard, provide training
and run a series of events
throughout the year. This
is part of our ongoing
commitment to planting and
restoring orchards on our
nature reserves and in key
communities within
the district.

outdoors and get active. New
partnerships have started
with two Nordic Walking
companies offering beginners’
sessions in 2015 This activity
is a great way for people of all
ages to get a workout whilst
enjoying the outstanding
countryside of East Devon.
We have also linked up with
Devon Orienteering Club
to provide beginners events
to introduce people to this
exciting sport. Finally we have
developed four exciting river
safaris with Axe Vale Canoe
Club, utilising this amazing
valley in the east of the district
to provide memorable outdoor
experiences.

Active lifestyle activities
This year we have developed
new events to encourage
local people to explore the

Cultural offer
In conjunction with our
colleagues in Street Scene
we are working with three

theatre companies to offer
five shows at both Sidmouth
and Exmouth in 2015. This is
an important link between
our high quality parks and the
provision of outdoor cultural
events. We hope to build on
this development in the
coming years.
Green prescriptions
Working with the new public
health officer we are in early
discussions about how we can
support local GP practices in
linking patients to local green
space and the resultant health
benefits of walking and or
volunteering outdoors.
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Volunteering
Ghislaine Silvers, Information and Events Officer

T

his past year proved another healthy year for
volunteers’ support for the work of the Countryside
team. Volunteers come and go; people often use
their skills and experience developed through their work
with the team to make positive moves on to different
challenges, and as this happens we are extremely fortunate
in having a number of enthusiastic new people coming
forward, keen to help on the nature reserves, in the office,
with publicity and with events.
The Countryside team presently has 110 volunteers on its
main list, working in the following areas (some volunteers
have several different roles):

33
9
7
27
29
10
8
7
2
38
9

Seaton Wetlands Information Centre Volunteer Wardens
Otterhayes group (adults with learning disabilities)
Meet the Birds volunteers (birdwatching guides)
Wetlands Watch volunteers (security at Seaton Wetlands)
Tuesday task force at Seaton Wetlands
Events helpers
Junior Rangers volunteers
Water Vole Project volunteers
Office volunteers
East Devon Conservation volunteers
Hide caretakers at Seaton Wetlands

Work being carried out at the reed hut

All our volunteers, no matter
what their role, are vital to us
in carrying out the work of the
Countryside team. Over the
last 12 months, our volunteers
have notched up nearly 5000
hours of work between them,
for which the members of the
Countryside team would like to
pass on their sincere thanks.

“

All our volunteers
are vital to us in
carrying out the
work of the
Countryside team

Highlights
East Devon Conservation
Volunteers work across the
range of the council’s nature
reserves. Key projects during
2014/15 have included:
• 100m of hedge laying
at Knapp Copse
• Scrub clearance
to restore springline
mire at Knapp Copse
• Pond restoration at
Holyford Woods
• Access and infrastructure
improvements at Delderfield
• Infrastructure improvements
at Holyford Woods, with the
addition of steps and bench
The East Devon Conservation
Volunteer group passed a 1000
hours milestone last month in
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terms of volunteer time since
the group was set up with a
steady growth in numbers over
that period.
Ranger Dave Palmer also
has cause for celebration during
2015 as he reaches his 25th
year working with the local
authority, countless hours
of which have been spent
working alongside volunteers,
in particular the ‘Tuesday Task
Force ‘ at Seaton Wetlands. Key
projects for this group during
2014 to 15 include:
• Hedgelaying at the Seaton
Wetlands car park. This
and the construction of an
archway have made a huge
improvement to the approach
for visitors to the site.
• Building of a thatched shelter
at Stafford Marsh, Seaton
Wetlands. Thatching was a
new venture for the ‘Tuesday
Task Force’, and the results
speak for themselves – an
attractive and practical
building which is already being
put to use as a shaded picnic
venue for visiting groups of
children.
A small group of keen
Cranbrook residents have
formed a practical volunteer
group led by Emma Jones,
Cranbrook Country Park
ranger. They work to make
small improvements to the
country park – supporting
the Management company
employed to install the
country park infrastructure.
The group has planted apple
trees to create an orchard;
learnt and put into practice
pruning techniques to correctly
maintain the trees; sown wild
flower seeds to enhance the
visual environment; introduced
a litter picking regime, and
made a bug hotel to encourage
a variety of invertebrates.
The scope of these tasks will

First Aid Training for volunteers

continue to evolve and expand
when the Country Park is
handed over to the Town
Council and EDDC.
Countryside team
volunteers have been leading
on some public events during
the past year, in particular
birdwatching. Meet the Birds
is a bi-monthly free event open
to members of the public of
all ages and abilities, where an
experienced and enthusiastic
birdwatcher helps them to
spot and identify birds on
the Wetlands. This year we
have run a birdwatching
event specifically aimed at
children, led by a volunteer and
supported by the Education
rangers. This school holiday
event has been consistently
oversubscribed and extremely
well received. The Dawn Chorus
walk, also led by one of our
volunteers, is a perennial
favourite.
Apart from benefiting
by learning new skills from
the Countryside staff, our
volunteers are offered regular
opportunities for training,
and several people have now
undertaken tuition from
Countryside Mobility South
West to hire out the Tramper
(off-road mobility scooter at
the Seaton Wetlands) and

to become Emergency First
Aiders. (By the end of May we
should have 30 volunteers who
will have done their first aid
training through us). During
2015 some volunteers will
also be receiving training as
‘Sighted Guides’ so that they
can provide practical help to
visually impaired visitors to the
nature reserves.

Apple pruning
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a final word
Charlie Plowden, Service lead, Countryside and Leisure

W

e undertook a major
restructure of the
Countryside Team
in 2013 to respond to the
undoubted challenges we
face in the next five years as a
Council and this enabled us to
put in place a team structure
that would more effectively
develop our important sites
for wildlife and also expand
and diversify our people based
activities on those sites and
others. This annual review
shows the fantastic progress
made by the whole team in
responding to the bigger
challenges of an ongoing
budget squeeze and being
more commercially minded.
The development of our work
in the emerging health and
wellbeing agenda has been
significant and so much of
what we do as a team has a
physical and mental benefit, be
it volunteering on our nature

reserves, taking part in our
new orienteering offer or being
part of our new community
orchard programme. We have
also started to see the benefits
of some of our new commercial
activities such as selling some
of the woodland products from
our sites and working with new
partners such as River Cottage
to provide an opportunity for
their customers to do practical
management either on Park
Farm or on Trinity Hill LNR.
The growing importance of
the Seaton Wetlands as part
of the “offer” for visitors to
the town alongside the Seaton
Jurassic and the Stop Line
Way cycleway will clearly show
the importance of the natural
economy to Seaton. What
has been most encouraging
in 2014/15 was the significant
increase in the numbers
attending our annual public
events programme, and also

Contact the
Countryside team
Phone 01395 517557
Email

countryside@eastdevon.gov.uk

Write/ Countryside team
visit
East Devon District Council,
Knowle, Sidmouth, EX10 8HL

our schools numbers where
we are now almost at capacity.
A sure sign of doing lots of
things really well. There has
been so much progress made
in all our areas of work these
last 12 months as seen in this
review that it clearly shows
the importance of what we
do for many of communities
and visitors as well as the
Council’s positive reputation
management.

The Countryside team looks
forward to seeing you on the East
Devon District Council nature
reserves and at future events.

Keep up - to - date
Join our mailing list for the latest events.
Contact us in one of the ways below to join.
Visit our website for more information
www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside
Follow East Devon District Council
Countryside team on social media
@wildeastdevon
/eastdevoncountryside

To request this information in an alternative format or language please
24 phone 01395 517453 or email tenantparticipation@eastdevon.gov.uk

