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Summary 

It is necessary to quickly engage an expert planning advisor on a call off basis to provide a 
range of advice supporting Outline Planning Application process for submission to the 
Planning Authority.  This will include reviewing documentation, managing questions from 
the Council’s Planning Team, advising on enquiries and objections from other sources 
and, advising the Council as applicant on matters up to and including the consideration of 
the Knowle planning application at development Management Committee,  
 
The cost will be met from within the Transformation Fund allocated to the relocation project 
budget 
 

Recommendation 

That Cabinet approve the appointment of Bell Cornwell, Chartered Town Planners, 
up to a total spend of £10,000, to provide advice to the Council in its role as 
applicant for outline planning permission for development on the Knowle and for 
the reasons set out in the report exercise the power to waive the requirement in 
Contract Standing Orders to obtain three written quotations 
 
 

 

a) Reasons for Recommendation 

The Council must have a clear separation between its role as planning authority and 
as applicant and landowner.  To this end the Council needs to bring in its own planning 
adviser to assist through the process and provide reassurance that applicant planning 
issues, Planning Authority engagement, external challenges etc can be addressed.   
 
In response to a range of detailed enquiries and objections to the application process 
and in the absence of internal planning it has been necessary to urgently call on 
external planning advice.  Bell Cornwell were recommended and have been used on a 
short term basis.  We would like to consolidate this advisory role around a limited call 
off contract basis to assist the Council through the outline planning process. 
 



NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

 

 
b) Alternative Options 

Try to manage the outline planning application process without professional planning 
advice on the applicant side.   

 
c) Risk Considerations 

The key risk consideration is one of trying to manage the application without planning 
advice.  The separation between Council as applicant and as Planning Authority 
means that the applicant cannot call on Council planners to provide advice.  The 
Planning Authority will be seeking clarifications and asking questions.  It will also be 
publishing objections to the application which the applicant will need to address in 
preparation for Development Management Committee (20 Nov 2012) as well as any 
challenges that may come forward. 

 
d) Policy and Budgetary Considerations 

This project and planning application underpins the Council’s ambition to secure value 
from the Knowle that will enable it to relocate from Sidmouth to Honiton.  
 
The cost of this planning advice will be met from within the relocation project budget 
(see Cabinet report 20 also on this agenda for 5 Sep 2012). Fees will be calculated on 
an hourly and daily basis as appropriate. 

 
e) Date for Review of Decision 

Not applicable 
 

 

1  Background 

 
1 In the process toward outline planning submission for development of the Knowle it is 

essential that the Council as applicant is clearly separated from its role as Planning 
Authority.  To that extent there is no in-house planning expertise for the project team to 
draw on.  It has become quickly and increasingly urgent that external planning advice is 
needed to support the application process and advise on dealing with a high level of 
objections and questions. 
 

2 To test the application process and respond promptly it has been necessary to initially 
purchase a small number of days of recommended planning expertise to give advice 
on application paperwork, stress test processes and provide due diligence.  This was 
advisable bearing in mind the concentrated attention that this application has and will 
increasingly continue to receive.  The level of enquiry and objection many of which are 
of a detailed planning policy, procedure and legislation nature require a professional 
and expert response. This is a cost effective and quick way to secure essential 
expertise and ensure that the Council is well placed to address its planning application 
responsibilities. 
 

3 The planning advisor we have used is familiar with the issue of local authorities as both 
applicant and planning authority and, having used her for initial advice, we would like to 
commission a call off contract up to the value of £10,000 to work 
alongside the Deputy Chief Executive and applicant team to 
advise through to relevant Development Management 
Committee meeting and follow up as required. We are satisfied 
that the rates negotiated are good value in market terms.  
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Legal Implications 

Included in the report  
 

Financial Implications 

The contract will be funded form the relocation project budget.  There is a separate report 
to 5 Sep 2012 Cabinet on the project budget. 
 
 

Background Papers 

 None 

 

 
 
 

Richard Cohen – Deputy Chief Executive Cabinet 
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