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BY EMAIL ONLY

Dear Planning Policy,
Neighbourhood plan area consultation
Thank you for notifying Natural England of your Neighbourhood Planning Area dated 21/11/2013.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning. We must be consulted on draft
Neighbourhood Development Plans where the Town/Parish Council or Neighbourhood Forum
considers our interests would be affected by the proposals. We must be consulted on draft
Neighbourhood Development Orders and Community Right to Build Orders where proposals are likely
to affect a Site of Special Scientific Interest or 20 hectares or more of Best and Most Versatile
agricultural land. We must also be consulted on Strategic Environmental Assessments, Habitats
Regulations Assessment screening and Environmental Impact Assessments, where these are required.
Your local planning authority will be able to advise you further on environmental requirements.

The following is offered as general advice which may be of use in the preparation of your plan.

Natural England, together with the Environment Agency, English Heritage and Farestry Commission
has published joint advice on neighbourhood planning which sets out sources of envirenmental
information and ideas on incorporating the environment into plans and development proposals. This is
available at: hitp://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/PDF/GEHO0212BWAZ-E-E . pdf

Local environmental record centres hold a range of information on the natural environment. A list of
local records centre is available at: htto//www.nbn-nfbr.orq.uk/nibr.ohp

Protected landscapes
If your neighbourhood planning area is within or adjacent to a National Park or Area of Outstanding

Natural Beauty (AONB), we advise that you take account of the relevant National Park/AQONB
Management Plan for the area. For Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, you should seek the views of
the AONB Partnership.

Protected species
You should consider whether your plan or proposal has any impacts on protected species. To help you

do this, Natural England has produced standing advice to help understand the impact of particular
developments on protected or Biodiversity Action Plan species should they be identified as an issue.
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The standing advice also sets out when, following receipt of survey information, you should undertake
further consultation with Natural England.
Natural England Standing Advice

Opportunities for enhancing the natural environment

Neighbourhood plans and proposals may provide opportunities to enhance the character and local
distinctiveness of the surrounding natural and built environment, use natural resources more
sustainably and bring benefits for the local community, for example through green space provision and
access to and contact with nature.

Opportunities to incorporate features into new build or retro fitted buildings which are beneficial to
wildlife, such as the incorporation of roosting opportunities for bats or the installation of bird nest boxes
should also be considered as part of any new development proposal.

If, as you develop your plan or order, you consider it will affect Natural England's interests, you should

consult Natural England at consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

For clarification of any points in this letter, please contact Piotr Behnke on 0300 060 1963.

We really value your feedback to help us improve the service we offer. We have attached a feedback
form to this letter and welcome any comments you might have about our service.

Yours sincerely,

Piotr Behnke
Land Use Development Plan Network
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David Stuart
Historic Places Adviser

29 Queen Square, Bristol, BST 4ND
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Appendix

The National Heritage List for England: a full list with descriptions of
England?'s listed buildings: htip://list.english-heritage.org.uk

Heritage Gateway: includes local records of historic buildings and features
www.heritagegateway.org.uk

English Heritage's Advice by topic: you can search for advice on a range of
issues relating to the historic environment in the Advice section of our website

Heritage Counts: facts and figures on the historic environment
hitp://hc.english-heritage.org.uk

HELM (Historic Environment Local Management) provides accessible
information, training and guidance to decision makers whose actions affect
the historic environment. www.helm.org.uk or
www.helm.org.uk/communityplanning

Heritage at Risk programme provides a picture of the health of England's built
heritage alongside advice on how best to save those sites most at risk of
being lost forever. http://www.endlish-heritage.org.uk/caring/heritage-at-risk

Placecheck provides a method of taking the first steps in deciding how to
improve an area. http://www.placecheck.info/

The Building in Context Toolkit grew out of the publication 'Building in Context'
published by EH and CABE in 2001. The purpose of the publication is to
stimulate a high standard of design when development takes place in
historically sensitive contexts. The founding principle is that all successful
design solutions depend on allowing time for a thorough site analysis and
character appraisal of context. http://building-in-context.ora/toolkit.html

Knowing Your Place deals with the incorporation of local heritage within plans
that rural communities are producing,
http://www .endlish-heritage.org.uk/publications/knowing-your-place/

Planning for the Environment at the Neighbourhood Level produced jointly by
English Heritage, Natural England, the Environment Agency and the Forestry
Commission gives ideas on how to improve the local environment and
sources of information. hittp://publications.environment-
agency.gov.uk/PDF/GEHO0212BWAZ-E-E.pdf

Good Practice Guide for Local Heritage Listing produced by English Heritage
uses good practice to support the creation and management of local
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heritage lists. http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/listing/local/local-
designations/local-list/

Understanding Place series describes current approaches to and applications
of historic characterisation in planning together with a series of case studies
http://www.helm.org.uk/server/show/nav.19604
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