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Policy B3: Heritage Assets  

This draft policy seeks to prevent development which adversely affects heritage assets and their 

settings. The policy notes that heritage assets includes both designated and non-designated assets. It 

states that inappropriate development affecting heritage assets will not be supported. 

Whilst the overall ambition of this policy - to provide protection to the town’s historic features is 

welcome, Clinton Devon OBJECT to this draft policy as currently worded. In its current form, it seeks 

to apply an equal weight to designated and non-designated assets alike and to apply an equal degree 

of presumption against harm to these without regard to their relative importance. 

Such an absolute approach is contrary to that set out in both national policy (see for example 

paragraphs 133 and 135 of the NPPF) and local policy (see Policies EN8 and EN9 of the Local Plan). It 

is also contrary to best practice such as that set out by Historic England (see for example paragraphs 

10 to 12 of ‘The Setting of Heritage Assets’). In essence, these make it clear that a level of judgement 

needs to be applied to proposals which might affect heritage assets and that any assessment of harm 

needs to balance the importance of the affected asset against the benefits likely to accrue from the 

proposal. Crudely, the lower the level of significance, the lower the sensitivity of change to either the 

asset itself and/or to its setting. 

As currently worded, draft Policy B3 does not allow for such a measured approach as set out above to 

be taken. For these reasons, we would suggest that draft Policy B3 be reworded along the following 

lines: 

“Heritage assets and their setting: The special architectural and historic interest of the heritage assets 

of the town will be a primary development consideration. Proposals which have the potential to affect 

a heritage asset should identify their likely impact relative to its significance. Any harm will be weighed 

against the merits of the proposed development.”  

 

  


