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Feniton Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire Analysis 

 

1. Feniton Parish Council, together with a group of local residents, started the process of drawing 

up a Neighbourhood Plan in September 2014. Since that time there have been many events in 

the village that have informed the views of the community, and a significant amount of data has 

been gleaned as a result. This data aided the steering group towards assessing appropriate 

questions to become the basis for the questionnaire itself. A full list of public events held so far 

to collect the views of parishioners is shown in the appendices. 

 

2. Based on the information presented at the previous events and considering the most important 

factors raised as a result of the response by residents -- the key issues were distilled into a 

questionnaire which was sent to all residents of the parish in October 2015. 

 

3. The Feniton Neighbourhood Plan Committee, working closely with and reporting to Feniton 

Parish Council, sent out 1,730 questionnaires to all homes with a registered elector within the 

parish in October 2015, with a return date of 30th November 2015. Accordingly this report needs 

to be read in conjunction with the questionnaire in order to understand the full depth of the 

statements associated with the responses.  A copy of the questionnaire can be found here: 

 

 https://fenitonparishcouncil.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/the-feniton-neighbourhood-

plan-questionnaire.pdf 

 

4. A total of 610 forms were returned - an approximate response rate of 43% of the population 

over 18 years of age. However, whilst forms were sent to every household to capture those over 

18 years of age only, some returns were just one for a household as opposed to one per 

individual. As a result the actual return rate would have been higher had these households 

completed individual forms as requested in the questionnaire document. There were 41 forms 

where the gender was omitted. This included 35 where no gender or age details were 

submitted. Also there were a number of forms returned where no data was included. 

 

5. Whilst 610 forms were returned, not every respondent completed the questions and as a result 

in many cases there were less than 610 replies to each question. 

 

6. Questionnaires were returned to a number of locations, and volunteers also assisted in 

collecting forms.  

 

Thanks are due to: Bill Knollman; Chris Poole; Anthony Harper; Jenny Wilson; Chris Burton; 

George Roulson; Val Jones; Linda Davis; Malcolm Armstrong; Richard Gillingham; Jayne 

Blackmore; Mary Hawker; Maureen Jones; John Holmes; Lynne Deam; Janet Seal and 

Christine Gibbins. Thanks similarly to the Feniton Spar Shop and Feniton Post Office for 

allowing the completed questionnaires to be delivered there for collection. 

 

7. Also thanks are due to the following for transcribing and analysing the information following the 

collection of the completed questionnaires: Val Jones; Jenny Wilson, Susie Bond , Martyn Smith 

and Trevor Ives. 
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8. Table one indicates the numbers of respondents by age and gender. There is a fairly equal 

spread of respondents within the age groups above 25 years of age. However, there is a small 

return from the under 25 age group of just 3%. The reasons for the low return from the under 25 

age group are not clear and whilst there have been efforts throughout the exercise to involve 

the younger segment of parishioners at all of the open events, so far there has been a reluctance 

to engage. The steering group may have to consider other methods of communication to elicit 

the views of the 18 – 25 year old age group as the next phase of the process unfolds. 

 

Table 1. 

Totals declared Gender 

Female 294 Total 

Male 210 504 

Age 
Number of 

respondents Percentage of respondents 

under 25 17 3.0% 

25-45 131 23.0% 

46-60 119 20.9% 

61-70 163 28.6% 

71-85 120 21.1% 

0ver 85 19 3.3% 

Total 569   

 

 

The 2011 Census reveals the age profile across the Feniton Parish in the table below is as 

follows: 

Table 2. 

AGE 
 

Number % of 
Population 

Respondents % of 
Population 

Under 18 397 22% 0 0 

18 - 25 117 6% 17 15% 

26 - 45 447 25% 131 29% 

46 -60 371 21% 119 32% 

61 – 70 249 14% 163 65% 

71 – 85 194 11% 120 62% 

85+ 32 2% 19 59% 

Population of 
village 2011 
Census 

1807  569  

Total population 
of village less 
under 18s as at 
2011. 

1410  41 Forms 
returned 
without age 
included. 

 

TOTAL 
RESPONDENTS 

  610 43.2% 
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9. From the above table 2, it can be seen that approximately half of the responses (302 replies) 

were from people aged over 61 with a response rate of between 59% to 65% of the population. 

Around 15% of the population aged between 18 and 25 replied to the questionnaire. This was 

half the amount of the 26 – 45 years age group and the 46-60 years age group. However, there 

were 35 forms returned without gender or name and 7 forms without age, making a total of 41 

forms without age included. It is impossible given the confidential nature of the exercise, to 

establish whether these omissions would make a major change to the percentage of under 25s 

returning their forms for instance. 

 

10. The questionnaire was divided into seven sections, and set out in a narrative to reflect issues of 

importance raised by the community during the twelve months prior to November 2015. The 

previous 12 months had involved five different public events as well as a monthly discussion at 

the Parish Council to seek to assess the views of the parish. 

 

The sections set out in the questionnaire were:  

 

1. Education 

2. Employment 

3. Environment 

4. Future Development 

5. Health and Care 

6. Transport 

7. Social, Leisure and communications 

 

Each section had a series of statements which sought a response and a weighting, from 

‘strongly agree’ (Scored 5 or A) to ‘strongly disagree’ (Scored 1 or E).  

 

Each section also allowed for further comments. These comments are shown in Appendix 

One in their entirety. There is also an analysis of the comments shown as part of the 

appendices to indicate the main themes that drew people’s comments within each section. 
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11. Education 

 

The education section included six statements relating to the excellence of the primary 

school and Kings School in Ottery St Mary, and capacity and future requirements. 

 

Table 3. Education A B C D E 

1.    Feniton School provides an 
excellent education within the village 
community. 

75.9% 19.3% 4.0% 0.5% 0.2% 
 

2.    Local primary school-aged children 
should be educated in Feniton and not 
ferried to other schools unless by 
parental choice. 

91.2% 7.0% 1.5% 0.2% 0.2% 

3.    That King’s School is at capacity is 
an important matter of concern for the 
parents of young children in Feniton. 

81.4% 13.6% 4.3% 0.3% 0.3% 
 

4.    The over-crowding issue of both 
schools threatens the future 
educational and social prospects of the 
children of Feniton. 

77.7% 17.1% 4.6% 0.3% 0.3% 

5.    The condition of the temporary 
school buildings is a matter of concern. 

61.1% 25.0% 11.4% 1.8% 0.7% 

6.    Feniton School should continue to 
meet all the demand for primary school 
education in the parish. 

86.4% 10.8% 2.1% 0.3% 0.3% 

 

 

Score Ed 1 Ed2 Ed3 Ed4 Ed5 Ed6 

5 or A 432 536 473 455 344 503 

4 or B 110 41 79 100 141 63 

3 or C 23 9 25 27 64 12 

2 or D 3 1 2 2 10 2 

1 or E 1 1 2 2 4 2 

Totals 569 588 581 586 563 582 

 

11.1. Taking each statement separately it is clear that the majority of respondents (A and 

B) believe that the village school provides an excellent education for the village (95%), with 

an even higher percentage believing that there should be provision in Feniton to school all 

children from the village (98%). A similar amount also feel that the fact that Kings School in 

Ottery St Mary is at capacity is a cause for concern (95%), while over 86% believe that the 

overcrowding issue potentially threatens the future educational and social prospects of the 

children of Feniton. 
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11.2. In comparing the views of each age group, there was little difference based on age 

with regard to the answers and apart from question 5 regarding the perceived state of the 

school buildings, all respondents regarding the school as offering an excellent provision for 

the community. 

 

11.3. With regard to the physical condition of the temporary school buildings, 86% of 

respondents are concerned about this issue. Finally in this section, 96% felt that Feniton 

School should meet all demand from within the parish. 

 

11.4. There were 143 comments from respondents concerning the school and these 

underline the strength of feeling with regard to the school and there is an analysis of the 

comments by subject in appendix one from page 73. 

 

11.5. Education is an important topic for the majority of the village and there is a strong 

view that the school offers an excellent provision for the village and needs protecting. Many 

comments suggest that the size of the school has reached a limit in being able to cater for 

the demand from the parish (and beyond) and that this is an important issue when 

considering future growth without adequate infrastructure in place. 

 

 

12. Employment 

 

12.1. Feniton residents tend to travel to work outside the parish as there are limited 

employment opportunities within the parish. There is a high level of self-employment -- 

21% -- and overall there is a 90% employment rate in the parish of the economically active. 

The employment questions related to three statements, of which two overlapped with 

transport issues in regard to the ability to travel to work. 

 

 

Table 4. Employment A B C D E 

1.     With poor public transport, the 
village is heavily dependent upon 
residents being able to travel by other 
means to work. 

67.2% 18.4 % 10.0% 2.9% 1.5% 
 

2.     Car share initiatives should be 
promoted in the village for travel to 
work. 

32.9% 29.3% 30.2% 4.75% 2.9% 

3.     There are sufficient employment 
opportunities in the area to cater for a 
growing population. 

5.4% 7.5% 21.0% 30.1% 36.0% 
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Score Em1 Em2 Em3 

5 or A 401 194 32 

4 or B 110 173 44 

3 or C 60 178 124 

2 or D 17 28 178 

1 or E 9 17 213 

Totals 597 590 591 

 

 

12.2. The employment statements drew out the following views: 

Statement 1  A large majority felt that poor public transport meant that residents had to 
rely on other forms of transport to travel to work (85% either agreed 
strongly or agreed with this position). 

Statement 2 A majority believed car share initiatives should be promoted (62%). 
Statement 3  A majority disagreed that there are sufficient employment opportunities in 

the area to cater for a growing population (66%). 
  

12.3. The issue of employment within the parish raises several issues in relation to the 

neighbourhood Plan for Feniton. The issues are inextricably linked to transport and the 

weaknesses of the public transport provision serving the village. Also many respondents 

complain about the road infrastructure and its ability to safely absorb additional demand 

through growth given the dependence upon the car as the only viable option to get to work 

for most. 

12.4. There were 129 comments attached to this topic.   The bulk of the responses 

commented on the need to improve the frequency of the train service to allow more 

people to use the train. 

 

12.5. Solutions to the issues were not raised as part of the process as this is seen as the 

start of a dialogue which will feed into the Local Plan for East Devon, and be raised during 

the next phase of the Neighbourhood Plan process. 
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13. Environment 

 

13.1. Environmental issues are very much of a concern for the parish. In particular the on-

going issues of flooding vulnerability in several parts of the parish are still an important 

issue for many. The rural nature of the parish and the reliance on farming and other 

outdoor pursuits is seen as an important element to be preserved in the parish. There were 

5 statements associated with the environmental section of the questionnaire. 

 

    

Table 5. Environment A B C D E 

1.    No further development should 
occur until a robust flood prevention 
scheme is installed and the village is 
free from the fear of flooding. 

89.2% 6.2% 1.9% 0.8% 1.85% 
 

2.    Feniton should maintain its rural 
identity. 
 

84.6% 10.0% 3.5% 1.3% 0.5% 

3.    The village should maintain a ‘green 
wedge’ between the old and new parts 
of the village. 
 

54.6% 18.4% 16.6% 4.7% 5.7% 
 

4.    All future changes in the village 
should acknowledge our past history 
and farming culture. 
 

62.2% 22.1% 10.6% 2.9% 2.2% 

5.    All new housing should be within 
the Built-Up Area Boundary and not 
extend into the landscape.  
 

77.8% 12.9% 4.2% 2.2% 2.9% 

 

 

Score En1 En2 En3 En4 En5 

5 or A 531 506 326 370 463 

4 or B 37 60 110 132 77 

3 or C 11 21 99 63 25 

2 or D 5 8 28 17 13 

1 or E 11 3 34 13 17 

Totals 595 598 597 595 595 

 

13.2. The environmental statements revealed the following views: 

Statement 1.  Over 95% of respondents believe that no further development should occur 

until a robust flood prevention scheme is in place and the village is free from 

the fear of flooding. Just over 2% were not concerned about the flooding 

issues in relation to new development. 



__________________________________________________________________________________
____________ 

Feniton Neighbourhood Plan Resident Survey Analysis Report {Page 9} 
 

Statement 2. A similar percentage believe that Feniton should retain its rural character 

(95%). 

Statement 3. 73% of residents think that there should be a green wedge maintained 

between the old and new parts of the village. 

Statement 4. 84% believe that there should be an acknowledgement of the past history 

and farming culture of the village. 

Statement 5. Over 90% believe that all new housing should be contained within the Built- 

Up Area Boundary and not extend into the landscape. 

13.3. There is a strong view that any new development will need to wait until there are 

sufficient flood alleviation and prevention measures in place. Given the on-going flood 

events within the old and new village areas, this is not at all surprising and will need to 

feature strongly as part of the sustainability factors which will impact upon any finalised 

Neighbourhood Plan, linked to the East Devon Local Plan. There is also a clear wish to have 

the village retain its rural ambience and to maintain a ‘green wedge’ between the old and 

new village. Also any new development will need to be situated within the current Built-Up 

Area Boundary. 

 

13.4. There are 140 comments attached to this topic. These can be found in appendix 1 

 from page 73. 
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14. Future Development 

 

 

14.1. This section covered the issue of requirements for future development in the parish 

for the period up to 2031 (to tie in with the adopted East Devon District Council Local Plan 

timeline), split between the first five years (2016 – 2021) and the following ten years (2021 

– 2031). Four statements were included to seek the views of the community, with the last 

statement being split between the years 2016 to 2021 and then 2021 to 2031. Statement 4 

also sought the views of the community concerning their preferences for the size of future 

development within the planning period. In all cases there was an assumption that some 

future development within the parish would take place. 

 

Table 6.Future Development A B C D E 

1. Proposals for new market and affordable housing 

on sites within the Built-up Area Boundary must 

ensure that the scale, design, and type of housing is 

appropriate. 

78.3% 14.8% 4.7% 1.0% 1.2% 

2. New housing should broaden choice and extend 

the opportunity to live in the village to a wide range 

of local people. 

60.7% 27.1% 8.7% 
 
 

2.4% 1.7% 

3. Fifty per cent of all new housing should be 

affordable to local people. 

64.6% 18.0% 12.0% 2.0% 3.4% 

(4i) Please circle the number of houses you would 

support in the first 5 years (2016 – 2021) 

A = 0 – 10 

B = 10 - 25 

C = 25 - 50 

D = 50 - 100 

E = 100+ 

 
 
 

41.4% 

 
 
 
 
 

32.9% 

 
 
 
 
 
 

20.4% 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.8% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.6% 
 

(4ii) Please circle the number of houses you would 
support in the 10 years after that (2021 – 2031) 

A = 0 – 10 
B = 10 - 25 
C = 25 - 50 
D = 50 – 100 
E = 100+ 
 

 
 

26.2% 

 
 
 

32.1% 

 
 
 
 

29.3% 

 
 
 
 
 

10.0% 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2.4% 
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14.2. The statements in respect of Future Development are as follows: 

Statement 1. The vast majority of residents believe that new market and affordable 

housing should be within the built-up area boundary (93%). 

Statement 2. 87% felt that new housing should broaden choice for local people. 

Statement 3. 82% favoured a 50% proportion of affordable housing in any new  

  developments. 

Statement 4i. This question and 4.ii are the only two in the questionnaire that seek a  

  quantifiable figure with regard to potential future development. 

  The vast majority favoured less than 50 houses within the first 5 years  

  (95%). This was split between 41.4% favouring between zero and ten  

  dwellings and 32.9% favouring 10 – 25 and 20.4% supporting 25 -50  

  dwellings. 

Statement 4ii. 87.5% favoured up to 50 houses in the next 10 years (2021- 2031). This was 

  split between  

  26.2% favouring zero – 10; 32% favouring 10 -25 and 29% supporting 25 – 50 

  houses. 

14.3. It is clear that there is an acceptance that there will need to be future development 

within Feniton parish, but that this should wait until the flood alleviation scheme has been 

completed and proven to work effectively. The vast majority of respondents wanted any 

new development to be situated within the current built-up area boundary. Any new 

development should include 50% affordable with a choice of sizes to accommodate larger 

families. The replies suggested that the majority of parishioners wish to see less than 50 

new homes within the first 5 years and a similar growth pattern over the latter 10 years.  

 

14.4. There were a large number of comments within this section and views are mixed as 

would be expected. However on balance it would seem that most respondents are very 

cautious concerning future development and would wish to see sustainability factors 

imposed and shown to be working before new development is agreed upon. 

 

  

Score FD1 FD2 FD3 Fd4i FD4ii 

5 or A 455 352 381 238 150 

4 or B 86 159 106 189 184 

3 or C 27 51 71 117 168 

2 or D 6 14 12 22 57 

1 or E 7 10 20 9 14 

Totals 581 586 590 575 573 
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15. Health and Care 

 

 

15.1. The information gained from the Census in 2011 suggested that there are some 

clear age related differences between the health experiences enjoyed at different stages of 

life within the parish. This section sought replies from 6 statements centred around health 

issues generally and ways of potentially improving current provision and facilities. 

 

Table 7. Health and Care A B C D E 

1. An investigation should be undertaken 
into the demand for additional medical 
facilities locally. 

74.9% 15.2% 7.6% 1.2% 1.2% 

2. Feniton residents should provide a 
volunteer-run support scheme for the sick 
and elderly. 

25.8% 35.4% 31.2% 4.4% 3.2% 

3.  The village should encourage the 
provision of more sheltered housing to 
enable its ageing population to remain in 
Feniton. 

38.7% 33.1% 21.0% 4.4% 2.9% 

4. The residents of Feniton need a safe 
walking environment in all parts of the 
village. 

71.8% 17.0% 7.0% 2.9% 1.3% 

5. The village has sufficient social meeting 
places and facilities. 

34.4% 24.6% 23.8% 10.6% 6.7% 

6. Community health would benefit from 
the construction of a cycle path to Ottery St 
Mary and Sidmouth. 

60.9% 14.7% 15.6% 4.6% 4.4% 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

           

    

15.2. The statements in respect of Health and Care reveal: 

 

Statement 1. 90% of residents believe that there should be an investigation into the 

provision of additional medical facilities in Feniton. 

Statement 2. Only 7.5% of residents disagreed that there should be a volunteer-run  

  support scheme. 

Statement 3. 7% disagreed with the encouragement of sheltered housing provision in the 

  village. 

Score HC1 HC2 HC3 HC4 HC5 HC6 

5 or A 445 153 230 428 201 266 

4 or B 90 210 197 101 144 64 

3 or C 45 185 125 42 139 68 

2 or D 7 26 26 17 62 20 

1 or E 7 19 17 8 39 19 

Totals 594 593 595 596 585 437 
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Statement 4. Almost 89% agreed that there is a need for a safe walking environment in all 

parts of the village. 

Statement 5. 59% agreed that there are sufficient social facilities with 17% disagreeing. 

Statement 6. 75% agreed that there is a need for a cycle path with 9% disagreeing. 

 

15.3. There is a clear view within the village that medical facilities are not well provided 

within the community, and that some thought needs to be given as to how these facilities 

might be improved. There is strong support for a volunteer-led support service and for 

sheltered accommodation for an ageing population. Also there is strong support for 

improved walking provision throughout the village, and for a cycle path to Ottery St Mary 

and Sidmouth to improve health and safety. 

 

15.4. Statement 5 drew the most spread opinion of all the answers within the 

questionnaire.  With 34% very happy with the provision and almost 25% happy, a clear 

majority appreciated the social facilities within the parish. However, almost 24% went for 

the middle option and 17% were less happy with the social and other facilities on offer 

within the parish.  

 

15.5. There were comments on this topic, which provoked the most replies within the 

 questionnaire. 

 

 

 

16. Transport 

 

16.1. The transport section of the questionnaire had 7 statements covering a wide range 

 of issues. 

 

 

Table 8. Transport A B C D E 

1.   Feniton has an inadequate train 

service for the needs of the community. 

42.5% 25.9% 17.8% 7.1% 6.7% 

2.   Parking is a problem in parts of the 

village. 

55.4% 21.0% 16.3% 4.5% 2.9% 

3.   Existing speed limits in the parish 

should be reviewed.  

45.2% 17.5% 19.7% 10.8% 6.8% 
 

4.   The village needs a local traffic and 

parking plan to include further road safety 

measures, particularly in front of the 

school. 

54.0% 24.3% 14.6% 4.2% 2.9% 

5.   The roads providing access to Feniton 

should be maintained better and more 

frequently. 

74.5% 15.3% 7.7% 1.8% 0.7% 

6.   Feniton has an inadequate bus service 

for the needs of the community. 

57.3% 20.9% 17.0% 3.1% 1.7% 

7.   Feniton needs a safe footpath to join 
the new village and the old village. 

65.7% 15.5% 13.1% 2.2% 3.5% 
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Score T1 T2 T3 T4 T5 T6 T7 

5 or A 253 330 271 322 447 337 390 

4 or B 154 125 105 145 92 123 92 

3 or C 106 97 118 87 46 100 78 

2 or D 42 27 65 25 11 18 13 

1 or E 40 17 41 17 4 10 21 

Totals 595 596 600 596 600 588 594 

 

16.2. Transport statements are as follows: 

Statement 1. Almost 69% of residents agreed that the train service was inadequate for 

the needs of the community. 15% felt that it was adequate. 

Statement 2. 76% of residents find parking an issue in parts of the village. 

Statement 3. 62% agree that there is a need for speed limits to be reviewed. 17% 

disagree. 

Statement 4. 78% agree that there is a need for a local traffic and parking plan. 7% 

disagree. 

Statement 5. Almost 90% agree that there is a need for improved road maintenance. 

Statement 6. 78% agree that the bus service is inadequate. 

Statement 7. 81% agreed that there is a need for a safe footpath between the old and 

new village. 

16.3. There is a strong view that whilst Feniton has a train service, it is not adequate for 

the needs of the community and therefore in many cases the use of a car is the most 

effective transport solution for work and other uses. This of course raises sustainability and 

other issues. 

16.4. As a result of car use (which is well above national levels as shown in the 2011 

National Census*) parking is an on-going problem for many.  The comments from residents 

suggested that there is a clear view concerning a need to improve traffic management and 

enforce speed limits where appropriate. There is very strong concern about the state of the 

roads and the need to ensure adequate maintenance and improvement where possible. 

Equally there is a very clear feeling that a safe footpath between Old and new Feniton is an 

urgent requirement. 

* According to the 2011 Census car use to travel to work in Feniton Parish is 51% compared 

with 40% in East Devon and 37% nationally. 
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17. Social, Leisure and Communications 

 

17.1. The social, leisure and communications section covered a wide range of issues 

identified by the community. Accordingly five statements were set out to secure the views 

of parishioners in relation to community assets and infrastructure requirements in order to 

underpin future development of the parish as a safe, sustainable and vibrant place in which 

to live. 

 

  

Table 9.  Social, Leisure and 

Communications 

A B C D E 

1.    The views and needs of young 

people should be considered and, if 

appropriate provision made in the 

neighbourhood plan. 

54.6% 32.9% 11.0% 0.7% 0.5% 

2.  Community facilities such as the 

primary school, church and existing 

community buildings should be 

supported and protected. 

72.0% 22.3% 4.8% 0.3% 0.5% 

3.    The provision of a large 

community green space / park ought 

to be explored. 

53.9% 24.1% 16.2% 3.5% 2.3% 

4.    Any development will have an 

impact on facilities. Any development 

will need to take into account the 

infrastructural needs of the 

community. 

83.2% 11.5% 4.0% 0.5% 0.7% 

5.    There are plenty of opportunities 

to get involved in parish affairs.  

35.2% 34.9% 23.6% 4.4% 1.9% 
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17.2. The results of the social, leisure and communication statements are as follows: 

Statement 1. 88% believe that the views of younger people should be taken into 
consideration and appropriate provision be made in the neighbourhood 
plan. 

Statement 2. 94% believe that local assets such as the school, church and existing 
community buildings should be protected. 

Statement 3. 77% agreed that there should be exploration of a large community 
greenspace to be provided in future. 

Statement 4. 97% agreed that any future development must take into account the 
infrastructure needs of the community. 

Statement 5. 70% agreed that there are many opportunities to become involved in parish 
affairs. 

 
17.3. A large majority of respondents acknowledged that there is a requirement to look 

forward and to embrace the views of the youth of the parish in working up the 

Neighbourhood Plan for Feniton. The existing community assets are greatly treasured, and 

the need for a community-owned green space is seen as essential moving forward. 

Infrastructure -- or lack of it -- has played out very badly in the recent history of Feniton, 

and so it is not surprising that almost all respondents saw this as a vital part of the 

Neighbourhood Plan, i.e. to ensure that any new development is absolutely sustainable and 

establishes Feniton as a top quality place to live and thrive. 

 

17.4. The Neighbourhood Plan Committee and the Parish Council will look very carefully 

at the views contained within the answers from questionnaire process, combined with the 

other comments already assembled from the various public events that have taken place in 

the parish. From this detailed and extensive information already amassed, an aims and 

objectives document will be devised, to present to East Devon District Council. This next 

stage will then form the basis for wider consultation on the proposals and how they can fit 

into the adopted East Devon Local Plan.  

 

 

 

 LC1 LC2 LC3 LC4 LC5 

5 or A 328 432 322 496 209 

4 or B 197 134 144 69 207 

3 or C 66 29 97 24 140 

2 or D 4 2 21 3 26 

1 or E 3 3 14 4 11 

Totals 598 600 598 596 593 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX 1. 

 

 There were 1,170 comments added to the questionnaires that were returned. In relation to each 

section there were the following number of written comments.  

 Education: There were 143 comments. 

 Employment: There were 126 comments. 

 Environment: There were 140 comments.  

 Future Development: There were 178 comments. 

 Health and Care: There were 206 comments. 

 Transport: There were 223 comments 

 Social, Leisure and Communication: There were 151 comments. 

 

Analysis of the comments in Each Question 

 

 There are several ways that the comments can be analysed but to allow the most readily accessible 

way of assessing the comments they have been put into sections associated with the topic being 

commented on. There were a number of comments across the sections within the topics that were 

not able to be included as they were statements such as “I am not qualified to comment” or “No 

more Wain Homes”. These have been added to the other comments/don’t know parts of the table 

associated with each question. 

 It was thought that the number of sections should be limited as each individual comment is available 

to be scrutinised in the list in Appendix 1. 

 As can be seen, the questions drew comments which covered more than one topic and therefore 

there is a measure of duplication in some cases. However the comments are very clear in the most 

part and add to the actual questionnaire by giving some actual reasons for the scores attached to 

each question.  

 

 Education 

 There were 143 comments made in respect of the education section of the questionnaire. The topics 

have been divided up into three main topic area plus other comments/ don’t know. 

 The Main Issues. 

 The respondents overwhelmingly state their satisfaction with the academic and social education 

that has been provided by Feniton School: they describe the standard as either ‘good’, ‘brilliant’, 

‘excellent’…….the most frequently used  descriptor………..or even ‘fantastic’. The school has clearly 
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successfully enabled each child to achieve their potential while providing a supportive and happy 

social atmosphere conducive to learning. Apart from one issue of concern raised by a respondent 

who observed that the school had experienced difficulties  providing sufficient support for a 

disabled child,  there was not one other negative comment concerning the academic and social 

education that is provided by the village school. This is an outstanding achievement of which the 

school and the village should be proud. 

 The largest number of comments (52%) revealed a concern that the school was at capacity and that 

the bussing in of pupils from outside the parish limited the opportunities for parishioners to have 

their children educated as locally as they would like.  

 Many respondents state that it is very important that Feniton children be educated in the village, 

which is increasingly impossible as the school is full. Respondents overwhelmingly voice the need 

for the school to be rebuilt or expanded, but some express their concern that a larger school would 

have a detrimental impact on the children as they would receive less personal attention. If it is 

enlarged, people fear it will be less likely to be able to provide the happy, secure learning 

environment that has fostered its success over the previous decades. 

 Ten percent of the respondents were concerned that the school environment physically was not as 

it should be and required improved investment to keep the school as an excellent educational 

establishment. 

 A relatively high percentage (34%) fell in the “don’t know or other comments” section. Many of 

these stated that they could not comment as they were too old and had no children at school or 

knowledge of the school. 

  

 Education Table 

Lack of 
capacity in 
the School 

Highway 
Issues 

School 
Environment 

Other/ 
Don't 
know Total 

75 5 14 49 143 

52% 3% 10% 34%  

 

 

Education Comments  

1. New housing and lack of provision for education of local children is a huge issue. 

2. My children were educated at Feniton School which was excellent in the 70-80s overcrowding 

was not an issue as now, and should be addressed. 

3. The social club needs to be moved to the top of the sports ground and the school to be 

expanded into the cleared site. 

4. My daughter moved back to Feniton so her children could have the same experience at school 

as she did, shocked that her children cannot attend Feniton and have to go to OSM School 

while OSM/West Hill children go to Feniton School!! 



__________________________________________________________________________________
____________ 

Feniton Neighbourhood Plan Resident Survey Analysis Report {Page 19} 
 

5. Children who live here must be able to go to school here. Bussing children all over the place 

removes any real local attachment and does not help their educational needs and increases 

pollution and stress on the children themselves. 

6. The roads around the school are too busy and very dangerous. 

7. If they are building all those new homes, they must think of places for the children coming 

into the village at their local school. 

8. With an increase in children moving to the village I have noticed how child care arrangements 

are more difficult to arrange I think it is a great idea that the school are exploring the 

introduction of a before and after school provision of activities. This allows me more scope to 

be more flexible with my working hours. 

9. Children in Feniton should be given preference over children from other places that have a 

primary school. 

10. Statement 5. Having not visited the building in 30 years, I cannot comment on its condition. 

11. Statement 1 - No dealing with school, so 3. 

12. Children from other villages should not be bussed to Feniton School while there is a capacity 

problem. 

13. I haven't got any kids at the school currently so cannot comment. 

14. I am not very impressed by the school yard which does not leave much openings for the 

children's imaginations! I do like the animals in front of the school though. 

15. If needed Feniton School should be extended to meet the local needs and any temporary 

buildings replaced by permanent buildings. 

16. Bigger school is definitely needed. 

17. Larger premises to existing school is needed to sustain provision of local residents/pupils. 

18. My children attend Bassett's Farm School in Exmouth. I desperately hope there is space for 

my 7 year old to start in Sept 2016. 

19. A good school at the moment and needs to be protected.  

20. As new housing is being built on Ottery King's School/other high schools need urgent 

consideration - how will they cope? 

21. Trees on social club land adjacent to school are too tall, possibly an accident waiting to 

happen, why not consider reducing height? 

22. Concern at close proximity of tall trees next to school building. 

23. Feniton pupils should have local education i.e. in the village school and King's. Village 

expansion has to be considered. 

24. Our two children attended both school one is BSc medical physics the other is an accountant. 
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25. I think the new housing has/is having a detrimental effect in all of the above. 

26. It makes no sense that children from the village may have to go to other schools all places 

should go to villagers first, then outsiders. 

27. If capacity is increased accordingly overcrowding won't be an issue. 

28. The primary school is fantastic but several of the buildings are in a poor state of repair. Upkeep 

and renovations should be supported so that the school can continue its fantastic work. 

29. ‘Should’ is perhaps too strong an aspiration with today’s constraint but desirable certainly. 

30. Feniton School has been effectively landlocked by developers to prevent any growth.  

31. I agree, but the school needs more back up from the village and the likes of me are not up to 

it at the moment. 

32. Future housing developments should make provision for the enlargement of primary and 

secondary schools. 

33. With Ottery increasing their housing by a big percentage, they cannot expect to accommodate 

Feniton children too. They will need to expand greatly or go to Honiton. 

34. All children living in Feniton parish should have a place in Feniton School. 

35. Use of the school outside of school hours please. It is a local resource and has been done 

before. 

36. If needed, build or expand the school on to the current cricket pitch. 

37. Needs to expand to meet needs. 

38. The school is part of the central core of the village make up. 

39. My son and daughter both went to Feniton School and I always felt the standard was excellent. 

40. Speed limits outside school (during school lessons). 

41. The school hut and old Scallywags buildings are in need of updating and repair. The school hall 

is already too small for children to eat their lunch in. 

42. The school needs to be maintained more so than it already is. Gutters are blocked and plants 

are growing in gutters. The wooden structure (classroom) is getting neglected. 

43. Provision for children living within the village for school places is a must. 

44. Feniton needs another primary and a secondary school. 

45. Feniton is a brilliant school. My children went there and now my grandchildren are there. They 

are happy and learning new things every day. 

46. Honiton community college provided my grandson with a very good education! 

47. As Feniton School stands it is overcrowded. 

48. We do not have children at the school, so are not able to comment on all statements. 
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49. Would moving children to other schools also lose the links to our local church that we have at 

present? 

50. Space within school buildings and outside are a concern to me. Although the school have use 

of the field it was rarely used last year during breaks due to lack of staff and I don't feel the 

playground is big enough to accommodate the needs of all the children. 

51. I only moved to Feniton 21/2 years ago and my children did not attend Feniton School. I cannot 

comment. 

52. The school is small but gives a good education for a village school. If made too big it would 

lose that personal touch. 

53. If more development passed for housing, developers should be forced to contribute to 

improve school buildings and increasing accommodation etc. as part of planning agreement. 

54. The children are the future of Feniton and should come first. 

55. Feniton School will need to be enlarged if it is too small to take all the children of Feniton. 

56. Feniton children should be able to attend Feniton School, a good school where siblings can 

support younger ones is important for increased confidence. 

57. Children being ferried to other schools would increase traffic flow in the morning, increasing 

risk to those walking to school. 

58. Above [scores] based on comment from neighbours etc. with children. As a senior citizen we 

have no children of school age. 

59. I don't know the condition of temporary school buildings as I have no children at the school. 

60. Both Feniton and King's School should have a building plan for expansion over the next 10 

years or we'll just be left behind. You need growth and new ideas and new buildings. 

61. If our school is to cater for our local young people we need to enlarge the school to two storeys 

or more classrooms at the side of the school where nursery school is looking a mess. Why can 

we not have some classes built around that side? It would improve the area. 

62. The questions/statements seem very biased. The average person will circle 5 in every case. 

63. The school should have a green playing space within easy reach. 

64. Children in Feniton should be able to go to the village school. What's the point in having one 

if they can’t? 

65. No 6 NB Feniton currently serves 4 parishes - Feniton, Buckerell, Gittisham and Talaton. Ideally 

it would continue to do so. Feniton is very lucky to have such an excellent primary school and 

access to a very strong secondary school. We (village and people within it) should support 

them as they support us. 

66. No children so cannot comment on this. 
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67. The "hut" is in a very poor state and potentially a health and safety issue. 

68. The FSU at the school is a great addition. School capacity needs to reflect demand however. 

69. Possible future development should consider building a new school as part of its plans. 

70. I think the school is fantastic both my children go there. However I like to think it is a small 

school I would not like it to get bigger. There are too many children in my son's class now. 

71. Primary school offers a good education. I believe that a child should be able to attend the 

school in which they live. Village children should have priority than outlying areas such as 

Talaton, Buckerell. Children from Ottery St Mary should not be considered as they have 

provision in their own area. 

72. I was in a class of 43 at Feniton and I turned out alright. 

73. Siblings should be able to attend the same school without question. 

74. School needs knocking down and starting as new. Two storey purpose built. Also don't make 

it for the how many children now, make it bigger and better. Environmental - solar panels, 

wind turbines etc. Go for it!! Better environment, better education, better child learning 

happiness. 

75. The school needs a stable school but, will it mean the school be renewed, where will the 

children go in the meantime? 

76. Feniton School should be able to give a place to children from the village. We do not need 

more houses being built to add pressure. The School cannot continue to meet all demand for 

places if the classes are to be over-crowded. My daughter's class at 1 point had 42 children. 

They did their best but it was not ideal. 

77. The school we have needs some updating (temporary huts) but I do not believe we should 

make it any larger as this would only encourage more housing being built. They need a larger 

outdoor sports facility rather than using current social club field it should be school only with 

track etc. for running. 

78. Bring back Fish and Rowland. 

79. Classes have become too big and the school needs new buildings and more classes to 

accommodate rising pupil numbers. 

80. The school is full so I do feel now residents should be warned a place is not guaranteed. 

81. Due to age (86) I am only able to comment on the principle of the statements circled. 

82. Due to age the circled statements are in principle rather than actual knowledge. 

83. I have had no children at Feniton School since mid-80s, but found the education good, and 

believe it has only got better. 
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84. And we had no worries of overcrowding here or in Ottery St Mary but do have concerns for 

the future. 

85. Unable to answer statement 5 - have never been in the temp buildings. 

86. Statements 1, 3, 5 - unqualified to comment, statement 6 - not sure what this means. 

87. Children's education in whatever location is most important. If more huge developments 

come to Feniton, the school and its pupils are going to be greatly disadvantaged. 

88. Decent school buildings. 

89. Couldn't answer question 1 and 3 as not a parent. 

90. Most important. 

91. The young of the community should be able to receive their education in this village to 

develop a sense of belonging. 

92. Education is an important aspect of village life and should be provided as close to home as 

possible. 

93. Any further house building in the village is inappropriate until more capacity is available at 

Feniton and Kings Schools. 

94. You should stop parents turning in Acland Park at the start of the V instead of going to the top 

and do it properly. 

95. No direct involvement so opinion based on what others have said about the school. However 

buildings are in awful state of repair visually. 

96. Make sure children from Feniton get into Feniton Primary and Kings as well as siblings. 

97. I think that priority should be given to children living in Feniton. If necessary Buckerell children 

should attend Honiton school and Talaton children Whimple school. As the Sports and Social 

Club will be moving it seems a good opportunity for the school to utilise the buildings and car 

park site for improved facilities. 

98. Regarding question 6 - this question is "loaded". The real issue is that the demand in the park 

should  not grow unduly due to excessive new housing. 

99. So where can we get room to extend the school without "temporary" buildings? 

100. Home education as an alternative to state education should be promoted as an 

 option. 

101. The council offer transport if your child can only be educated at another school, this 

is a taxi service  which is not a safe option for young children. Because there is a taxi from 

Feniton to Ottery school and I choose not to put my 5 year old daughter in the hands of a 

stranger, I now bear the costs of travel when I could walk to Feniton School. I now am applying 

for my youngest daughter’s. School place in Ottery meaning she will have to leave all her 
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 friends at the Feniton Pre-school because I can't be at 2 schools at the same time. 

 Every day I see people driving from Ottery to Feniton to take their kids to school and 

 see my neighbours walking their children through the village. It makes me so sad cos 

 I loved my time at Feniton School and the childhood I had in this village and my kids 

 are the "outsiders" at their school in Ottery. 

102. If they are building all those new home they must think of places for the children 

 coming into the village at their local school. 

103. The pupils educational and social needs would be met in other schools but the 

 inconvenience to parents and transport costs to council should be unnecessary. 

104. 5 2-storey replacement? Older children should be able to negotiate stairs tho' lift 

 capable of wheelchair may be required. 

105. Have no experience of what the temporary buildings are like. 

106. It’s surely ridiculous that children from Ottery, Whimple and Payhembury attend 

 Feniton and vice versa. 

107. I was not taught at FPS but from what I hear about the lack of support my sister gets 

 for her disabilities, FPS isn't helping her enough. 

108. I have no direct knowledge i.e. Qs 1-5. 

109. The school has a good ethos only marred by large classes in some years. 

110. The primary school has a vital role within Feniton and every effort should be made to 

 sustain its high  standards. 

111. It is a shame to see the primary school outer buildings in such disrepair! 

112. Education after school clubs so important not just for children but the working 

 parents. 

113. Re statement 5. The "temporary playgroup's buildings were installed 39 years ago and 

 are "still" there! 

114. Feniton and Kings School (full). 

115. As a faith school, and only school for Feniton children, it must always be fairly inclusive 

 of children of other faiths or none, and never evangelical. 

116. A wonderful school!  Future housing could seriously impact the capacity of the school. 

117. I understand that prospective house purchasers are withdrawing when they find that 

 the school cannot accommodate their children. 

118. Locals for primary school not from West Hill, OSM etc. 

119. Parents going to and from the school should be made to drive more slowly and park 

 more considerately. 
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120. Honiton Community College is not for children from Feniton, can't take Feniton 

 children? 

121. Keep Feniton green apart from new development at Acland Park (brown field site). 

122. As I am 84 I only am going on what I've heard from parents in Old Feniton. 

123. I cannot comment on statement 5 as I have no knowledge of this. 

124. Expanding the school if money became available from further housing development 

 at fill in sites would be a good idea. 

125. 1, 5, 6 not answered through lack of personal knowledge. 

126. Places to Feniton School should first go to children in the parish. 

127. Provision both financial and spatial, needs to be made for the future expansion of 

 Feniton School. This includes ensuring that the school will have access to the playing 

 fields which it currently shares. If this  site were to be built on, the school site would 

 no longer be viable. Both schools, and others locally,  are fully stretched and if is 

 exceedingly difficult to get 2 children into the same school if a family moves in to the 

 village. This is clearly a nonsense and means their parents/families would have divided 

 school loyalties, have children educated outside of their communities (including 

 making friends who do not live locally) and of course, be left with the impossibility of 

 trying to drop children off in 2 different  places at the same time. 

128. Sorry, I don't have children so can't comment further. 

129. If by Parish you include Payhembury then they need to maintain their own school. 

130. An increase in the size of the primary school is limited on the existing site. A new site 

 is likely to be the answer and the existing site kept as an open space. 

131. I am not involved with the school but the comments I hear from parents are excellent. 

132. Statement 5 - I accept this may be a matter of concern. I don't know the condition of 

 the buildings. 

133. When Feniton School first opened on day one it was not big enough so do something 

 about it the same goes for King's. 

134. Even before recent development the school should have been increased in size. It is 

 too late when it follows development - develop infrastructure before development. 

135. The schools need to be developed and no more houses until it can cope with the 

 present number PLUS the children likely to be coming with future development. 

136. Not viewed school buildings so cannot comment. 

137. Have not viewed the temporary school buildings so have circled 3 as indecisive. 
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138. My children went to Feniton even when they attended the class was over attended 

 and one of my children was moved up a class, this needs addressing for future 

 children. 

139. It is important to establish a sports field for regular weekly sports. 

140. Feniton children should be given priority first. 

141. I don't think the school should just continue taking in children just because they live 

 in the parish. If  the school is full, it is full! 

142. Pupils that are not in catchment area for Feniton should not have priority over pupils 

 living in Feniton. 

143. Feniton Old Village provides a bus stop for Kings School pupils which provides shelter. 

 Why is this not  considered for Feniton's children? 

 

 Employment 

 The employment section drew the highest number of comments in relation to the difficulties of 

using public transport to get to work. Around 38% of the respondents stated the relatively poor 

train and bus services were a cause for the reliance upon the car to get to and from their place of 

employment. 

 There were also 23% of respondents asking for local provision of employment although there were 

limited expressions of how this could be produced. 

  

 Employment Table. 

  

Like car 
sharing 

Car sharing 
not 

practical 

Public 
transport 

issues 
Need for local 
employment 

Other 
views/don't 
know Total 

5 14 48 29 30 126 

4% 11% 38% 23% 24%  

 

 

Employment Comments.  

1. Car sharing is a great idea, as a village we should work together to arrange lifts maybe on a 
village Facebook page. 

 
2. There are not enough trains at the right times of day. If this was improved, the situation would 

be easier - train prices are expensive too. 
 

3. As much as car sharing is a good idea, though hard to achieve with working hours of different 
people. 
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4. With the rising cost of travel local jobs in Feniton may be slightly larger industrial estate would 
help. 

 
5. There is no real employment opportunity in Feniton so travelling by car and/or train (where 

possible) are the way people have to travel to their jobs outside of Feniton. 
 

6. Find ways to employ people locally. 
 

7. Love the idea of a car share initiative 
 

8. With modern development in our society, particularly in agriculture, I can't see any opportunity 
for further employment opportunities, except for working from home. 

 
9. Although much is made of the fact we have a station and bus service, the reality is that public 

transport is seriously limited and travel to and from work outside the basic daytime hours is 
almost impossible. 

 
10. Perhaps a questionnaire to working people to find the sites and working times they are 

influenced by. Then encourage bus and train operators to provide the required services. 
 

11. I was asked today by a train traveller how do they get to Sidmouth with no bus. 
 

12. I would not agree to expansion of Talewater works, because of access problems along narrow 
lanes. It might well be useful to have a number of small units. Would also hopefully ease parking 
problems. 

 
13. Re question 2 - car sharing is a nice idea but doesn't work in the real world as people work 

different hours and it becomes impractical. 
 

14. A sustainable community requires local employment and work opportunities - meaningful work 
(not shelf-stacking in Tesco) Small workshops for self-employed would be a small start. 

 
15. The village will never be a community until it has provision of local sustainable, meaningful work. 

At present 80% of Fenitonians commute for work - this creates a moribund community. A co-
operatively run group of small reasonably priced workshops might encourage the growth of local 
businesses. 

 
16. The lanes can't cope with more buses. 

 
17. As employment locations are spread over a wide rural area, car sharing may not be possible for 

many, plus a lot of employment is in places with shift patterns i.e. care or hospitality. 
 

18. Man the station ticket office again and brighten up the station. Volunteer drivers always 
required for help scheme for doctor and hospital appointments. 

 
19. Increase in frequency and capacity on trains Increased bus service and routes to Exeter during 

the commuter times. 
 

20. We have a regular train and bus service that allows for commuting for work. If you live in a village 
you should expect to travel for work. 
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21. I have no clue where I could get a job in Feniton also the lack of buses means that I have to take 
the train to get anywhere. 

 
22. Folk bought/rent more as they can get to their work so work in the parish is not a big concern. 

 
23. Train service should be improved trains usually only stop at Feniton station every 2 hours. 

 
24. Most people have to leave the village to go to work any influx of people will make it harder to 

find local jobs. 
 

25. The employment offered locally is limited in scope and tends to be low paid. There is a 
requirement to travel to obtain good quality employment for the majority in Feniton. 

 
26. When moving to Feniton it is known that travel is essential for most people to commute to work. 

The train service should be hourly, not every 2 hours to help this. 
 

27. Car sharing would be a problem unless everyone works and lives in the same area. In a town it 
can but not rurally. Mums wanting to be home in time for school children. Flexi hours too 
problematic. 

 
28. Employment cannot be created inappropriately in a rural community. It needs to fit into the 

local "pattern" of farming or local trades and professions (industrial units, for example, are 
unlikely to be useful). 

 
29. No help with bus service for working people of Feniton and outline areas. 

 
30. 1 - I agree with this statement. The only exception is people working 9-5 in Exeter centre. 2 - 

This is an ideal but for many people it is not a workable alternative due to differing working 
hours. 3 - This score is based on an assumption that people expect to commute these days. 

 
31. Lack of industry and retail units in the area leads to people having to travel. 

 
32. There is an excellent opportunity to restore Burlands Mead to its original function as a market 

garden. This would not only provide produce for the village, but would provide produce for 
Honiton, Ottery and the surrounding villages.  

33. There is a prospective purchaser who wishes to restore the business. 
 

34. We need more bus services. 
 

35. We are relatively lucky that the road incentive offers commuters "by car" to access much more 
employment opportunities. Those who rely on public transport are disadvantaged. I work in 
Cullompton where no transport other than private car. 

 
36. Railway station and times require update in view of new housing developments. 

 
37. The train provides an excellent service, the bus less so I feel it would be important to protect 

the frequency of the train stops and the station itself to keep transportation available into Exeter 
and further. 

 
38. Wot employment? 
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39. There is no plans for business employment no need for more houses than currently planned. 
 

40. As I do not have a car my daughter who lives in Payhembury and my neighbours usually take me 
where I want to go.  

 
41. No employment whatsoever in Old Village 

 
42. Pressure should continue to be put on South West Railways to return to an hourly rail service at 

least at commuting time and maintain bus service. 
 

43. Why can't one of the No 4 buses that go from Honiton to Exeter go through Feniton? Need more 
trains to stop. More buses needed. 

 
44. There are reasonable employment opportunities not too far away. (Far greater than where we 

lived before), but you would generally need a car to get to them. It would be great for the village 
to be able to offer some small business premises for our self-employed people to give them the 
opportunity to expand on our doorsteps, i.e. lock-up workshops. 

 
45. Car sharing a good idea but in practice difficult to work satisfactorily. Better public transport 

would be better. In either case access by road from all directions is poor (narrow lanes already 
used by over-sized transport). 

 
46. There should be an increase in the trains stopping at Feniton eg one hourly service. Many more 

bus services should be re-routed around Feniton. 
 

47. A small industrial site close to the A30 at Patteson Cross could help. Commuting traffic through 
the village at certain times seems to increase the speeding problem - people dashing to and 
from work. 
 

48. I agree, but it takes personal to start the procedure, i.e. personal must be amicable with each 

other. 

49. My knowledge of this statement is I have little knowledge of this statement. 

50. Feniton is essentially a commuter village. Where have car share initiatives worked? 

51. No good building more houses when public transport is being axed and 'where' are these jobs! 

52. Feniton never was a village with employment opportunities. Residents expect to commute to 

work. Do not want the population to grow. 

53. Maintain the status quo without introducing any new industrial estate. 

54. Employment is necessary to keep young blood in the area. I moved up from Torquay and 

Torquay earned the title 'God's waiting room'. Please not Feniton. 

55. Employment opportunities are very limited in Feniton and reduced train times into Exeter make 

commuting less attractive. 

56. Trains to and from Feniton need to run at better times as they don't run at the right times to get 

to work or home at normal worktimes. 

57. Public transport is disgusting at the best of times. 
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58. Car sharing is an issue as people may work shifts and work in different areas of Exeter and further 

afield. 

59. I personally moved to Feniton because it was a village. Not too busy with lots of public transport. 

60. Car sharing is almost always a nuisance and someone always ends up being taken advantage of! 

61. People move here for lifestyle not to work, and plan accordingly. 

62. At present we obviously rely on our cars (x2). As we age we will be more dependent on public 

transport. 

63. Train excellent, but service poor. 

64. Increasing employment locally will change the nature of the community to one less rural. 

65. Lack of public transport and safe walking routes from the old village limit opportunities to reduce 

our carbon footprint. We are reliant on cars for everything. 

66. Very difficult as we are a village. 

67. Although the train station is great, the buses are not that regular. 

68. Not very good for employment choices but can go to Honiton and Exeter. 

69. Don't see the need to increase employment in immediate area as this will increase need for 

further housing. Catch 22. 

70. Car parking is also a problem and with car share, the other car, if there is one would be standing 

in an area that may not be appropriate. 

71. The regular train is vital in sustaining employment opportunities for villagers. As a family of 4, 

we manage to commute daily to work, nursery and school with only 1 car between us. The train 

allows us to be greener, save money, etc. It's vital to our quality of life in Feniton. 

72. My grandson volunteered with a local employer to gain experience but the employer was unable 

to give him paid employment. 

73. Unless more employment opportunities arise road travel will increase. 

74. [Q1] Also applies to the 'now working' population who have to travel for shopping etc. This is 

particularly hard for non-car owners. 

75. Car share is great if most people work in same area. My husband went to north Devon and I 

went to Seaton. We need more employment in a 5 mile area then car share would be on. 

76. Maybe we need to encourage more local employment like cottage industries to our village. 

77. Once again average person will agree except for 3. 

78. Service to and from Exeter from Feniton train station should increase. 

79. I work shifts so I am completely reliant on my car as other transport only caters for 9-5 workers. 

80. The train and bus services need to be better as although car sharing seems like a good idea 

young families especially need to be flexible. 
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81. Exeter is a growing city and providing more employment. 

82. The ability to work from home (as either employed or self-employed) is heavily dependent on 

internet/broadband connection and it will be essential to ensure that this continues to be 

upgraded as required to allow this. 

83. Question 1 states "with poor public transport". We live on the Exeter to Waterloo line, it might 

not be as regular as we want but better than Ottery, Sidmouth and a lot more to add. 

84. There is no big employer in the area as East Devon discourages this and has done so for many 

year. 

85. It is a village. Unless industry is allowed to build, I fail to see how local employment can grow 

other than traditional rural jobs. I moved to a village knowing I'd need to travel. 

86. The train link to Exeter is good if you work in the City Centre but not for anywhere else. Also it 

is expensive. 

87. Public transport use by train is likely to reduce further following the input at Cranbrook on 

existing train services. 

88. More public transport. 

89. The train link to Exeter (& Honiton / London) is excellent and allows my family (2 working parents 

with jobs in Exeter) to support our family with only 1 car. 

90. Everyone these days do not work 9-5 in one place of work. Shifts are now the thing and does 

not help with car share. We all don't work on the train line. 

91. Access to the village is poor, more housing will cause additional commuting problems. 

92. Are we forgetting we have a station?? So many villages don't. Transport isn't an issue as most 

of working age have a car. 

93. If the school could expand then there would be more jobs for the village and same with King's 

School. 

94. People live in villages like Feniton knowing very well they will have to travel to their job. We 

choose to live in a quieter place. If people wish for easier access to their job they should live in 

the town not in a village. We do not need more businesses opening up. That would only 

encourage more growth and you can then say goodbye to Feniton Village and hello to Feniton 

Town. We should have a more regular train service, stopping at every stop along the way. 

95. I believe people who choose to live in a rural area should not have expectations of having their 

job right on their doorstep. We should however be able to access the towns much more easily 

to allow us to get to our jobs. 
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96. It is very difficult to lift share with the range of working hours being seven days a week and 24 

hours in some cases. Statement 3 - this should not mean more industrial units being offered 

by potential developers trying to offer 'incentives' or meet demands. 

97. Feniton has plenty of public transport for a village of its size that's why we love it here from 

Feniton you can reach a lot of places. 

98. If the village is to become more sustainable in the future there needs to be more 

encouragement for small  scale employment such as small workshops. Diversity is the key to 

regenerating a village. 

99. Honiton, Ottery, Cullompton and Sowton are all within a small commute for workers. 

Development of local  employment can only bring increased traffic problems. 

100. Statement 2 - Difficult to implement. Statement 3 - Depends on what is classed as 

 employment - i.e. service sector. 

101. In the Midweek Herald most weeks there are 20 plus pages of houses for sale. But only a 

 half pages of jobs. So it would seem the provision of jobs is needed more than houses. 

102. Help the farmers. We probably need a chemist and a surgery. 

103. None existent hence improved transport to areas supporting employment needed. 

104. As a teaching assistant, there are very few opportunities for jobs. 

105. Not enough local employment. Hence the need for cars to take people out of the village for 

 work. 

106. Is there a need for a small number of live-work units in any future development given the 

 high level of self-employment? High speed broad band is essential for business growth. The 

 poor mobile phone coverage in  the village is a major constraint. 

107. Car sharing has advantages and disadvantages. If you car share and have to leave work due 

 to a sick child or other emergency then the person you share with may have to leave work 

 also. 

108. Train service to Exeter should be more frequent. 

109. Again this doesn’t concern me at my age but it would be impossible to work anywhere if 

 you didn't drive. 

110. It is evident that young people very often chose to be more away from Feniton and seek 

 work or education due to a lack of opportunities here. The train timetable does not suit 

 many people who would like to commute because I work school hours on Marsh Barton 

 and the journey would not fit with my times. Also, bus services are few and far between. 

111. I think it is up to the employer to initiate car sharing. You cannot commute to work from 

 Feniton. 
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112. Statement 3 - Don't know. Should think it very unlikely 

113. This was a small village you built houses but never looked beyond that. 

114. We are becoming a dormitory village instead of a community. Jobs are limited in the local 

 area. 

115. Train service to have increased number of stops at Feniton particularly at commuter times. 

116. A better train service to allow parents to drop children off at school and still get to Exeter 

 by 9.30  a.m. 

117. Having the train line is a huge bonus for workers in Exeter. 

118. Not enough work opportunities in the area to cater for growing and existing population 

 need for new expanding industrial sites near enough to travel to work. Most jobs are in 

 hospitals, pubs or care homes at the moment. 

119. Although there is limited bus links Feniton has a good rail link to both Exeter and Honiton 

 although difficult at times to get a seat I would travel by train.  

120. Statement 3 - I don't know. Most adults (skilled and unskilled) seem to be in employment 

 if they want to be. 

121. Setting up a business park is when several people could work in units seems to be a popular 

 solutions for other places has it been. 

122. We are relatively lucky that the roads allows commuting by car. Those that rely on public 

 transport are disadvantaged I work in Cullompton the only transport available is private car. 

123. Train service to Exeter should be more frequent. 

124. I travelled by train to work in Exeter regularly, it was convenient for me. Bus service to 

 Exeter is non-existent. Trains to Honiton are reasonable. 

125. A village should not be required to provide masses of employment. It is well situated with 

 surrounding towns and the city for employment opportunities. 

126. There are not sufficient prospects of jobs which offer good pay rates. Being able to get to 

 locations in a rural community a car is essential. 

 

 Environment  

 

 This section drew some clear comments and views with 51% stating that they would not wish to see 

more development within the parish or if any was proposed, that it should be very limited in scope. 

The flooding and drainage issues of the village were highlighted by 26% and the two combined 

revealed a strong sense that no new development should be permitted before adequate 

infrastructure was in place to prevent flooding.  
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 Environment Table 

 Flooding/drainage 

Visual 
environment 

impaired 

No new development 
or limited 

development Other Total 

37 8 72 23 140 

26% 6% 51% 16%  

 

Environment Comments 

1. Existing planning: Those buildings should be made to comply with what has been agreed. 

2. Green wedge? 

3. New Feniton is not rural, it's urban. Old Feniton is rural. 

4. New Feniton is not farming culture, it is urban sprawl within a rural setting. 

5. Flood prevention has already begun. 

6. Feniton is no longer a rural village, only the old village is rural. 

7. Do not want any further development on green land. 

8. Litter around the school should be cleared up and children educated to dispose of litter in bins. 

9. Dog mess not to be tolerated. How do we deal with this?. 

10. Drains in Green Lane are full up with soil and covered over with soil. 

11. Wain Homes gone and left unsightly barriers and cones. 

12. Prosecute the nasty developers like Wain Homes who have no morals, no decency and no 

consideration for us. 

13. Keep it maintained as over the years it has tended to become tacky and uncared for. 

14. Feniton is a village and should be kept as such, otherwise the whole relationship and identity will 

change. 

15. A lot of the drains in Feniton don't work. They are blocked or broken. They need looking at. 

16. I would encourage parish work-saver days where people could offer help and services to maintain 

the village. Hedges and lawns could be trimmed where the elderly are unable to maintain 

themselves allowing footpaths to be kept clear and tidy from overgrown hedges saving council 

money. 

17. No more development should occur. Full stop! 

18. Caution should be exercised to prevent cramming within the Built-Up Area Boundary.  

19. I thought the rise of Cranbrook would/should prevent building in local villages. 

20. We have a new town being built on our doorstep. Do we need to extend building further 

properties into the landscape? 

21. No more building at all! 

22. The gully behind our house [Westminster Close] floods into our gardens. I don't feel it should be 

up to the residents to clean this out/keep it clear to prevent flooding. We cannot get into it 

anyway. Perhaps a pipe to take this water away would help with the problem. 

23. Development has already exceeded these ideals. 

24. A village without a river should not flood ever, let along on a regular basis. 

25. Not sure about the 'green wedge'. At one time they were trying to say we were one big village or 

town. 

26. We need to look at access first. 

27. Good air and safe place to live. 

28. Any new housing should actually reflect the need for the village, i.e. local homes for local people. 
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29. The flood scheme is vital for the village but should not open the door to further mass 

development. 

30. Full flood prevention and drainage work required. 

31. Thought it was illegal to allow brown water to run out of fields and along the road causing flooding 

as it does near the bridge. Also it looks like it has a pipe in the hedge to help drain the field. 

Nobody does anything about it. 

32. Not sure where the built-up area boundary is. 

33. Closer working with the farmer may prevent problems with debris being left on roads to clog 

drains. Better management of footpaths in area. In some areas, farmers get paid for leaving fields 

fallow. This may be a solution to funding a dog walking area. 

34. [Q3] It would benefit both parts of the village if they were conjoined. A safe walking route 

between the two would be appreciated too. 

35. We must remain a rural community, not a small town. 

36. If the new builds are increased as the Government wants, it will have to be between the villages 

with better road access and footpath. 

37. Noise, pollution and speeding, and increased traffic due to new builds have caused our 

environment to worsen. Something needs to be done before the village grows anymore. If change 

is to come, it must be for the betterment of the people of Feniton. 

38. Some of these houses must be owned by a housing association offering local people reasonable 

and affordable rents. 

39. If flood prevention scheme is installed before new houses are built. We need new house, we need 

affordable houses for both young and old of this village. 

40. The parks we have could be improved: a few seats, a toilet so you could spend longer at the park 

and more for the children and picnic. Skate board park. Have park keeper to keep it nice? Please 

keep our footpaths. 

41. If nothing else, the roads cannot cope with any major increase in traffic. 

42. We chose to move to a rural village because of its environment - if we want to live in a built up 

area we will move to one! 

43. New building should be strictly limited until/unless issues (such as those mentioned in this 

questionnaire) are appropriately resolved. 

44. Flooding issues need to be high priority and must be addressed prior to building. 

45. Flooding in the village must be addressed. 

46. Countryside is being ripped apart all over the country. We will never get this back. It's affecting 

wildlife and the ecosystem and needs to be stopped. 

47. It feels as though the "old" and "new" villages are merging! 

48. There are small infill areas which should be used NOT the farming land beyond. 

49. There has to be availability for new housing, rather than preventing such due to the 

infrastructure. 

50. Increased parking for the residents of Station Road, park anywhere seems the way. Tuesday 

evening chip van needs to be relocated, very congested and dangerous. The old greenhouses 

need to addressed - unsightly and potentially dangerous. 

51. The flooding is a major issue but if investment can be achieved through/by new development 

then this should be considered. 

52. I do believe there should be a boundary and that a village should have its village green to keep its 

rural identity. 

53. Sympathetic development is a necessity, if only to give local families somewhere to live, flood risk 

assessment has to be a number one priority. 

54. Overall a good environment. There is not a lot of trouble at all. 
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55. Flooding is of prime concern. The existing buildings have been built without storm attenuation 

tanks. 

56. 1. Shouldn't happen either way. 

57. All through history, villages have evolved. Why think we can stop now?? More houses means 

more shops and services. 

58. Question No 5, we do not need any more new builds, we are a village! 

59. A walkway between old and new village would be good but a pathway along the road as I believe 

this would only encourage the gap between the 2 parts to be built on. 

60. Feniton needs to stay a village and we don't need any more houses. 

61. Statement 5 - too late! 

62. It would be nice for Feniton to stay as a village with rural and farming roots - if it expands any 

more there will be too many. 

63. People for a small village to sustain and we would have to think about other amenities. 

64. A second shop. 

65. Absolutely - NO FURTHER HOUSING IN FENITON. 

66. If necessary for future housing needs, the built up area boundary should only be breached 

between the "old" and "new" parts of the village. This would prevent ribbon development and 

encourage community cohesion. 

67. I would like to see a Parish cemetery in the green wedge for the parish, as the church is full (grave 

yard). 

68. Being flooded in the past; I strongly agree with statement 1. We really should not build any more 

houses/bungalows until the flood prevention scheme has been installed (and tested!!!). 

69. The rurality of this village must be kept uppermost. That is why we moved here and I'm sure we 

are not the only ones. 

70. Flooding problem. 

71. Although I agree with the principal of observing a "Green belt" as someone not yet on the 

property ladder new and environmentally conscious housing should be considered. 

72. Feniton is large enough as it is. We should be develop a small town. 

73. Do not let our present environment be disturbed by further developments. 

74. Development at the Burlands combined with Feniton Park should be sufficient for housing needs 

within the foreseeable future. 

75. Statement 1 - drainage shouild be installed before any development, paid for by the developer. 

76. Statement 1 - if contractor say they will do things to stop flooding they should be made to do it, 

and not let it be delayed while they mess around trying to get out of it. 

77. I disagree with statement 3 - it continues the "them" and "us" syndrome. It would be better to 

have a homogeneous whole. I would also like the playing field area to continue as a green space. 

This would provide a break in the feel of a built-up area, as the new playing field areas will be out 

of sight of Station Road. It is also very convenient for the school's use. I also think consideration 

and respect should be given to agriculturalists and their views. 

78. There is no space for further development in Feniton - we have done our bit! 

79. The village is surrounded by chemically intensive monoculture with high density, ugly chicken 

houses. This is not a healthy or attractive environment. The busy A30 at close proximity provides 

a constant background noise as well as poor air quality. 

80. The "Green Area" of the current Sports & Social Club options should be maintained under some 

community scheme such as a "village green" as if it is built on, the village will lose its "village" 

quality and become a dormitory. 

81. Any new development need to provide enough parking off road and home sizes to cater for larger 

families with storage space. 
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82. All these seem very important. 

83. 1. There should be no further building developments. 5. No new development but if there has to 

be then within the built up area boundary. 

84. I think villagers who are fairly new (me) should be informed of the villages flood protocols. I am 

unaware of what to do when it floods. 

85. The road to Escot is bad so a path on the field from Campfield to the lodge would open up easy 

access to green walks. 

86. Land owners to clean roads after hedge trimming and silage cutting. 

87. Any new development should be limited to the BUAB only. 

88. We moved to Feniton last year for the rural aspect within a community, and believe strongly it 

should be kept rural. 

89. Once robust flooding prevention is in place we could probably take a few more houses but only 

a few. 

90. I strong disagree with the new and old village perception! However I wouldn't want to see any 

more houses above Silverton Rise or across from them. 

91. Flooding is obviously a huge problem. Very heavy rains causing run off from fields that have had 

maize harvested in October is a major factor. Perhaps these issues could be addressed by these 

farmers. Everyone working together at these times. 

92. Statement 1 - sorry to say, but no flood prevention scheme will solve the whole problem of a 

village which sits under the hills which surround it. It may only mitigate the worse problems 

especially in the advent of future climate change. 

93. Too many cars on the small country roads. 

94. We must have public green spaces for leisure and for children to run freely and dog walkers. 

95. Throughout last century, developers promised that their new estates would not exacerbate the 

flooding problem - and they were always wrong.  The soil provides evidence that flooding has 

always been a problem throughout the centuries. Developers cannot change the topography. Any 

flood scheme must be tried and tested over years. Feniton would benefit from a park 

96. If village is further developed should be between old and new parts. 

97. How do you stop the landowners from selling their land for building. They are only interested in 

the money and not protecting the village environment! 

98. There are brown field sites that could be developed before any further green space is lost.  What 

 about new community facilities, playground, village hall etc. 

99. No more Guinness Trust housing in view of the state of existing on Winchester Park Development 

 i.e. brown leather sofa with occupants (RATS) 10ft outside front door for months! 

100. Much of Feniton's charm relies on its surroundings, it would greatly detract from the village 

 and change its character for ever to over build on it. Especially along Colestocks and Green 

 Lane. 

101. Litter - why can't people pick their litter up? Dog owners - stop using paths and gardens (mine!) 

 as a toilet. Clear up after (I do after my dog!). 

102. Once flooding issues are resolved there may be a case for building houses to join the old and 

 new village to get rid of any them and us culture 

103. Flooding in Feniton affects Fenny Bridges too so this is important to the whole area 

104. I think better linkage between old and new would be better making just Feniton of old and 

 new. 

105. Works on flooding should have to be proved to work i.e. no new building until 5 winters of 

 proof. (4) We should look forwards to new opportunities not backwards to history. 

 Intensely dislike old/new demarcation  have lived here 40 years. 

106. (2) I don't think car share would work, (3) I can't think what employment there is in the village! 
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107. It is vital that the flooding risk is alleviated and that there are firm development boundaries. 

 It is also important that we recognise the value of our local farmland - it doesn't just 

 improve the visual landscape - we need to produce food locally and farmland should not be 

 seen as waiting to be developed. 

108. 4. "Acknowledge" not necessarily "ruled by". 

109. Before any building occurs the services transport and school and doctor/dentists MUST be 

 fully investigated none are robust enough at the moment. 

110. Development between the old and new parts of the village may improve the inadequate 

 narrow road. 

111. The rural environment is important and should be protected. 

112. We have lived in Feniton for 11 years although we now live on the new estate as we needed 

 a bigger house.  We feel Feniton has reached its maximum size. 

113. Feniton is a rural village which has grown too rapidly in the last 50 years. It would be a disaster 

 if it grew more  as it has already outgrown its services. 

114. It is not only the flooding within the village but the issues of being cut off from the A30 during 

 heavy rain that  needs considering. 

115. We need our green spaces within to help take away excess water during heavy rain. 

116. When the Signals was proposed there was concern about the capacity of the main sewer. It 

 was stated that  there would be no more building until the sewer was upgraded. Since then 

 we have had The Burlands, Acland Park, Winchester Park built and more houses to be 

 built as Acland Park and still no sewer upgrade and we still have sewage coming up out  of 

 the inspection covers in Ottery Road. I think the sewer upgrade should be a priority. 

117. If you want to save the planet you have to plant trees. I came to live in Feniton because of its 

 rural identity, Devon being what it is because of its rural identity as well as other 

 characteristics. If I had wanted to live in a town I would have chosen Exeter!! 

118. People are dirtier and dirtier. When I walk I see rubbish every meter. Devon is famous for its 

 beauty and environment. Are you forgetting that??We still have house martins which 

 remember and come every year. But people destroy their nests even if it is against the law. 

119. At all costs.  The village status and green environment. 

120. I understand that the generation of children which are reaching home-buying age need 

 somewhere to live locally. I don't believe, however, this should extend out of control to  a 

 point where we are no longer a village. 

121. Will be spoilt if too many houses allowed. 

122. If there is too much development then Feniton will no longer be a village it will lose its identity 

 and the farming culture. The environment and wildlife will suffer. 

123. You need to look at all that had happened before because where would you be living? 

 FLOODING HAS ALWAYS HAPPENED IN FENITON NOTHING NEW? 

124. Let's wait and see if these flood schemes work. 

125. I have lived here since 1968 (47 years) and always refer to the village, but it seems now that 

 (the village) want to change this. 

126. Feniton needs many more trees to be planted. Their roots would absorb much of the run off 

 in periods of heavy rainfall. 

127. I want the flooding sorted, but no more houses, Feniton has almost doubled in size in last 25 

 years I have been here. No more. 

128. More frequent trains to and from Exeter. More buses maybe to Honiton. 

129. Heavy rain, surface flooding in Feniton has its hot spots also has an effect of anxiety each time 

 it rains heavily also village really can't take any more housing re-infrastructure. 

130. I think we are very lucky to have a train station with regular trains to Exeter and beyond. 
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131. Consideration should be given to increasing the public rights of way network around the 

 village. There is a lack of shorter circular walks in particular, meaning that people have to 

 walk on roads which is unsafe. A community field/orchard/ nature reserve would be a 

 fantastic asset. And if this could be funded, I would be happy to input to this in terms of 

 concept, design etc. as I am a professional ecologist. 

132. 1-5 mission creep will be hard to resist in an urban ribbon development filler. 

133. There are brown field sites that should be developed before any further green field sites are 

 lost. What about new community playground, hall etc. 

134. Expansion to Feniton needs careful thought. We seem to be at capacity i.e. school, roads, 

 drainage etc. 

135. Old' Village and 'New' Village creates a 'them' and 'us'. The 'New' Village should go back to 

 original name of Sidmouth Junction as we have a station. 

136. No further building of houses should take place if the infrastructure is not there to support it. 

 I moved here because of the surrounding fields and views and quietness. If this changes I will 

 consider moving away from Feniton. 

137. Feniton is a village and not a town. We should not need to see any further development unless 

 developers can ensure investment in amenities - parks, schools, and facilities. Q 3 is very open 

 to interpretation and maybe only favourable for the residents of the Old Village. 

138. NO MORE HOUSES. 

139. When I moved here in 1968 the back garden backed on to the field which was at that time 

 green belt. We must reserve what is left. 

140. We need drainage behind our house as our garden floods during extremely heavy rain. 

  
 

 Future Development 

 This topic drew a large number of comments and the highest number (35%) expressed a view that 

there should be no new development. There were strong feelings that affordable housing should be 

dealt with if there was to be new development with 21% of the respondents stating that this was 

their prime concern. There was a minority of 7% who expressed a view that there should be 

consideration of a modest increase in housing numbers with a further 3% stating that given the lack 

of larger dwellings for local people, that any new development should include 4 and 5 bed homes. 

A number also stated that improved infrastructure is required before further development 

commences (6%). 

  

 Future Development Table 

   

No More 
development 

More 
Community 

facilities 
Improved 

infrastructure 
Affordable 

housing 
Moderate 
Increase 

Larger 
houses 

only 

Don't 
know/other 
comments Total 

62 11 16 37 13 6 33 178 

35% 6% 9% 21% 7% 3% 19%  
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 Future Development Comments 
 

1. I have not enough knowledge to answer this subject, and would need knowledgeable persons 
to enlighten myself on this subject. 

2. Agree definitely with statement (3). 

3. I support sustainable housing development. 

4. No more houses. What about small bungalows for the older generation. That is I would like to 
see. 

5. Local people have no more 'right' than others to live in new build. New build will keep house 
prices low in Feniton. 

6. As little as possible please. 

7. We came to live in a lovely village 14 years ago. It is being destroyed by outsiders not 
integrating. 

8. For the benefit of the current residents. 

9. Services within the infrastructure, i.e. schools, cannot cope. 

10. We need a dentist, doctors and pharmacy to cater for those who cannot or do not want to 
travel. 

11. This should be limited in order for the village to maintain its identity. 

12. No more housing. 

13. No more development if possible. 

14. All housing should be affordable to local people. 

15. Affordable housing should only go to people who have a strong connection to Feniton who 
have had to move away due to lack of housing, i.e. have family in the village. 

16. Affordable should be defined to do what it means: (a) rent; (b) to buy 50/50 or total. 

17. Our village needs a central focus point with a variety of shops, medical centre, village meeting 
hall, school and social club. 

18. No more. 

19. Infrastructure (i.e. roads) cannot take any more residents. 

20. Flood prevent not good enough yet to support more homes. 

21. The infrastructure needs to be looked at before considering any new development. What was 
all the super inquiry about, when it was recommended no more houses? 

22. All housing should be affordable to local people as it should be being built to accommodate 
local people. 

23. Only houses for local people at sensible prices. 
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24. Local people and affordable prices. 

25. I believe the infrastructure needs to be analysed before approval for additional housing is 
considered. 

26. The less the better. 

27. Keep down. Stay as a village. 

28. No more social housing. Trouble is already brewing. 

29. Needed to make the village grow. 

30. Any increase in housing must be accompanied by an appropriate increase in school places, in 
doctor, dental, hospital places and an improvement in public transport. 

31. All development should be in line with village and immediate area requirements. All 
development/developers should be required to improve infrastructure of village and access to 
it to be carried out prior to any development starting. EDDC to ensure it is done. This includes 
drains/flood prevention and access roads 

32. Unable to answer Q1 as do not know where the boundary is. Back garden development should 
be carefully looked at re pressure on sewage pump stations and the high risk of flooding. 

33. [Q3] Delete 50% insert ALL. It should also be 50% to buy, 50% rent. With local kids first refusal. 

34. [Q3] Statement No. 3 is vital. 

35. Reasons for putting a low number is because the infrastructure will not carry more unless this 
is increased before the building. 

36. Cohesion of the community is important within development. A place where differing ages can 
meet and mix are good for this (such as a park). I would love to take visitors to such as this to 
show Feniton off and be proud of Feniton. 

37. Local people must have access to affordable housing. Some houses must be owned by a 
Housing Association. 

38. We need affordable housing for our local young people and a lot more for older people who 
have lived in Feniton for over 40 years and want to downsize without going out of our village. 
Or flats, no more than 3 floors. 

39. I am all for affordable houses for local but kept at locals to a 5-mile area then out to others to 
bring new houses could improve our village. It will come sooner or later. Look at Cranbrook. 

40. Feniton has enough affordable 2 bed houses, new houses should be 3 & 4 bedrooms to free 
these up as people wish to move. 

41. Houses built should be of high quality and meet all requirements.  Development needs to be 
limited to be in alignment with resources and should be of very high quality - meeting building 
requirements. 

42. Only if school places are taken into account and that doctors/shops can cope. 

43. Not Wain Homes 

44. We already have our quota with Wain Homes/Feniton Park and also the impending building at 
The Burlands. 

45. With regards to statement 3, ALL housing should be affordable to LOCAL people! 

46. Feniton needs 4/5 bed houses to keep larger families here and to get a good cross section of 
social groups. 
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47. I know of families with good community values who have left Feniton as there is not the next 
housing step e.g. 4/5 bedrooms, good gardens, £250,000-£330,000. 

48. Until village facilities are improved development should be restricted to social/affordable 
housing for local people from within a 6/7 mile radius. 

49. A range of housing needs to be available, but the school/village facilities need to reflect this. 

50. Minimal, the village needs to retain its village identity. 

51. A large development will bring in funding for school/sewage/flooding issues. Developments of 
5-10 houses by smaller developers will bring in no funding. 

52. New housing for local people only. 

53. And yes improvements should include the school, roads, even maybe a courtyard for shops 
possibly. 

54. Future development needs to include associated infrastructure i.e. growth of school and 
improved transport links. Any larger expansion would have a negative impact. 

55. No more houses should be built!!! The school is full!!! 

56. Feniton is already a large village and at capacity. More houses will make the roads unsafe and 
the local infrastructure will not cope. 

57. All future development should look into adequate drainage and at least 75% affordable 
housing for local people. 

58. Houses built should be of high quality and meet all requirements.  Development needs to be 
limited to be in alignment with resources and should be of very high quality - meeting building 
requirements. 

59. The houses are not affordable. If they are they are smaller than what we have already. Rooms 
are small. Only thing that is bigger is the kitchen & you gain a downstairs toilet. No gardens 
either – awful. 

60. People moaned 50 years ago about the estate. What if it had never been built?? All those living 
there would be somewhere else. 

61. I am sorry but I will not mark the last two statements, until the present builders abide by the 
rules that were set for them to carry out! 

62. Help to buy schemes should be part of the package. 

63. What is "affordable housing"?  Who can afford it? Can someone on an average wage afford 
them? 

64. No further development should occur full stop. There's a new town being built a few miles 
down the road. That is enough. 

65. There are a couple of areas in the village that would be OK for small developments but we 
should definitely not go beyond current boundaries of the village. 

66. There are many privately owned bungalows suitable for those who wish to downsize. More 
housing (affordable) is required for young families. 

67. There has been mention of a skate park. There is one in Sidmouth. This village has minimal 
occurrences of anti-social behaviour. I think any decision to fund a skate park should be 
carefully considered. They do very often (in case of Exeter and Sidmouth) give cause for 
neighbouring properties to complain and suffer sleepless nights. Given the reduction in 
policing and the fact such a park would attract teenagers from elsewhere I strongly feel it 
would be a step backwards. A Youth Club would be well received I feel. 
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68. More use of "terraced" properties and sheltered housing units. 

69. Any housing estate being built should include terraced housing - "starter" type houses. Us 
"infill areas" which exist in the hamlet. 

70. Statement 3 should ideally be "at least 50 per cent". 

71. There have been enough built recently here - in the future I can see there would be scope for 
more if needed. 

72. The problem with ore houses than there already are is that its not just places to live that will 
have to be built you need other amenities. 

73. If the infrastructure is put in, e.g. extra school capacity extra medical facilities, better road 
maintenance then perhaps higher numbers could be supported in both the 0-5 and after 10. 

74. There is still availability of "infill" areas in some of the hamlets. 

75. Since wages are historically low in the area, more emphasis should be placed on rental 
properties. 

76. More houses for rent as wages are low. 

77. Housing in Feniton should be available to those that have lived in the village at an affordable 
price. 

78. Any future development in the village should not be allowed to be sold to those who will then 
rent them back to villagers at an excessive rate. There should be opportunities and schemes 
allowing those who grew up in the village to purchase any future development. 

79. Over 55 development to buy and rent. 

80. I don't support any new housing. 

81. Statements 2 and 3 - nice ideas but most of residents of Feniton (old and new) do not originate 
in the area. 

82. Assuming that statements 4i and 4ii exclude the previously approved development at Acland 
Park. 

83. Size of houses is very important, 1, 2, 3, 4 beds need to be incorporated as too many large 
houses will only increase large children groups gathering. 

84. We believe the current new build is enough for the village for the next 15 years. 

85. Any future development must consider the "real" needs of this village not the pressure from 
government. Yes provision should consider the elderly and young families but this must be cost 
effective. 

86. Controlled by local people not outsiders. 

87. Requires most careful consideration in order for the village to remain one instead of becoming 
some sort of suburbia. 

88. Feniton is large enough. We should not develop a small town. 

89. If this is necessary let us erect individual styles of housing instead of estates. 

90. It should be local people. 

91. The term "affordable" is often mentioned but housing is only affordable to those who can 
afford it. Employment opportunities at good wage levels come first. 

92. Needs development towards OSM so all traffic does not go through village. 
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93. Development needs to be phased at a relatively low level. 

94. A good footpath between Feniton and Escot. The can be very fast and when walking with dogs 
and children can be quite unsettling! 

95. Question 1 is a statement of the obvious. Question 4 - this is NIMBY-ism for sure, but the issue 
here is supporting infrastructure must come first or at least alongside new houses! 

96. No more development. 

97. Do not forget bungalows for elderly locals. 

98. All houses should have walls and roofs. Any housing that has no resemblance to what we 
already have would be progress indeed. 

99. Asking a community to have more housing is like asking turkeys to promote Christmas. There 
should be no more housing until Feniton becomes more self-sustaining in terms of meaningful 
local work, local food and less traffic. 

100. My answer to 4(i) and 4(ii) is based on the recent Wain homes development and the planned 
development at  the top of Acland Park. 

101. Keep Feniton a village - no more houses. 

102. New developments never provide enough space for cars, people use garages for storage as 
storage is minimal so losing a parking space. 

103. On the basis that Feniton has recently had a substantial new development with little addition 
to infrastructure, additional housing should be slower until problems with 
transport/schooling/flooding etch are addressed. This is a question which might need re-
visiting after 5 years. 

104. 1. Vague, 2 Range already wide, 3 How is local defined? 4 When does it cease to be a village?  
Families’ should  size their family to the house they can afford - contraception is available! Do 
not allow extensions to houses  built as AFFORDANCE as this then renders them 
UNAFFORDABLE. 

105. Statements 4(i) and 4(ii) These 2 points are difficult - it seems to me that not preserving the 
unique character of the old village would be counterproductive and that a small complete 
group of houses will be better as a separate unit entirely. 

106. No further development but if so, absolutely minimal 

107. Feniton, and Old Feniton exist very well, contiguously and efforts made to preserve their 
characters are well worthwhile. A footpath to link the two ought, if possible, to be through 
fields - motor traffic would operate more safely. 

108. Facilities need to be improved before new housing within village boundaries. 

109. The recent developments with the developments with planning is already around +30% to the 
village and the next few years which is more than enough! For many years. 

110. If you're going to build houses don't make them as ugly as Wain homes. 

111. Feniton has very few requiring afford housing so this figure seems high. 

112. Cranbook is going on and should take local home requirement lack of funding for 
infrastructure means our infrastructure will never happen. 

113. Statement 3 - all housing in Feniton should be affordable to work people. 

114. New housing is understandably needed. We would like to buy in the future here, but must be 
affordable for 1st time buyers and not too many housing estates to make Feniton too large. 
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115. Housing for our young people very important but not for people in other parts of the country 
to buy. 

116. Current development has not been used by local people alone. It does not meet local need. 

117. Small development be "in-fill" within the parish boundary and for LOCAL need i.e. very 
affordable for young people and families. 

118. No more development here in Feniton. 

119. We need small bungalows for older single or retired couples with small manageable gardens. 

120. 2 - There is a need for larger houses in the £250,000 - £350,000 bracket to allow families to 
move "up market" without leaving the village. 

121. 3 - Not necessarily a small development of larger homes only would be of advantage although 
any further development of houses at the lower end of the market should certainly have a 
good number of affordable houses. 4 - As far as possible this development should be "in-fill". 
The old nursery site next to the Burlands would be acceptable. Sadly we may be forced to 
accept more building than I or the majority of Feniton would ideally like to see. If that is the 
case, much as I share the concerns of many over the behaviour of Wain homes, I'd rather see 
this development extended than any building on other sites around the periphery of the 
village. 

122. I find it difficult to answer questions 1-3 as none of the options would reflect my opinion. The 
questions/statements appear to assume that the village believes we need more housing! We 
have plenty of 2-3 bed houses and bungalows. The only housing we are lacking are low 
numbers of larger 4-5 bedroomed houses. 

123. I don't believe we should lose our countryside or our schools, health services or jobs should 
be compromised by people moving from Eastern Europe. Houses should be for local people. 

124. So called "affordable" houses are NOT affordable to people on ordinary wages! There should 
be a number of rental properties in Feniton as a whole as any lower prices ones are snapped 
up by people with money to invest. 

125. New builds need to have some 5 beds! Any developers must provide garages/off street 
parking for a minimum of 2 vehicles per dwelling. 

126. Too much traffic already. Not the facilities. Increase flooding. 

127. Wain homes should not be allowed to build any further homes as they have no respect for 
their customers or Feniton itself. The H & S measures on their sites is non-existent i.e. no hard 
hats, ditches overflowing whilst young children running around, children riding bikes through 
sand and danger zone, block paving tapes left on pavement (2 people) tripped over etc. 

128. Feniton is high quality farming land, which should not be built on. Green spaces and the 
character of the village need to be protected. A "green belt" would help, including Escot land. 

129. Local first time buyers can still not afford new/old houses in the village. Only outsiders can! 

130. Feniton has enlarged itself to sufficient level and keep this built up area as it is. The comments 
have stated schools are full and so is the road capacity. 

131. If small developments had been approved in the past so increasing size of village we would 
not now face plans for such large development. 

132. Sorry but to survive Villages Old and New must provide homes for FT Buyers and who wish to 
rent. 
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133. All future housing should have adequate parking allocated as more vehicles left on the roads 
is unacceptable. 

134. None until flooding prevention work proved. 

135. I think we have had enough being built & planned already. 

136. It will spoil a nice village if there is any more development. 

137. Whilst it is good to have affordable housing, it seems to me that Feniton really needs more 
larger family houses. Given the attraction of good, local schools and the fact that in the new 
end of the village, the majority of the housing is significantly cheaper than in other local 
villages, this will remain an attractive place for families to live. All the more pity then that there 
is virtually no property on the next rung of the housing ladder and families have to move in the 
near future, but recognise that eventually some development will be inevitable. 

138. No more housing before 2021 because of current building at Acland Park and Louvigny Close. 

139. 4i) and ii) I really don't know enough on this subject to express an informed opinion - certainly 
not in the 'E' range. 

140. If many more are built we will lose the identity of the village. 

141. A moderate increase in the number of dwellings would support the demand for better 
infrastructure e.g. school, health services, public transport etc. 

142. Some future moderate housing development may be essential for demand and maintain bus 
and rail services, better health services and enforced social and leisure facilities. Developers 
should contribute to improving the infrastructure as a condition of any future development. 

143. Statement 2 - seems like two questions? Statement 3 - what is 'affordable to local people'? 

144. The lack of space in the school and doctors I don't think many should be built. Cranbrook and 
Ottery are building enough in our area. 

145. Any future development should be well designed and blend with the rest of the village. The 
development at Wain homes is an eye sore stuck on agricultural land. Let's hope that that 
planned for Acland Park is an improvement. 

146. With reference to statement 3, more than 50% if the need is there from local people. 

147. Surely there is little scope for development without endangering green and community space 
within the village i.e. sports fields, allotments and play parks. There is little space for many 
houses and that is what we hope to keep for the identity of our village! 

148. Statement 3 - More than 50% of housing should be affordable for locals but life isn't like that! 

149. Statement 3 - What is classed as affordable? 

150. There cannot be any more development without turning Feniton into a dormitory town 
without the facilities a town normally enjoys. I and most people I know live in Feniton because 
it is a village with a village atmosphere. We do not want to live in a town. If we did we would 
have moved to Honiton or Ottery. With 3000+ more houses being built at Cranbrook does East 
Devon need more housing? One of the main reasons for the building of Cranbrook was to save 
having to expand villages. 

151. I do not want future development. 

152. Go ahead if you want to make loads of money! That is after all why you are doing it. 

153. Feniton has had more than enough over the past few years. We are a village not a town. 

154. Much stricter control to avoid losing village status. 
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155. I really believe the need for extra housing should facilitate the local people being able to stay 
here as opposed to being focused on attracting a wide range of newbies. 

156. I am a 'newbie' and moved here 18 months ago. I moved here because I have a lot of friends 
here, and it’s a beautiful, safe and friendly village. I realise that development over time is 
inevitable, but what is already going up is enough at the moment. My friends who grew up 
here would like to stay and so they will need affordable homes to purchase. It doesn't need to 
become bigger than it is. 

157. A larger school needed to keep the young children near home. 

158. Statement 3 - 100%. 

159. Feniton needs to remain sustainable. New houses will need to be balanced with more 
amenities e.g. GP surgery and new larger school. 

160. Also bungalows for disabled affordable living. 

161. Don't let Wain homes anywhere near Feniton again. 

162. I am not sure where more houses could be built within the built up area. 

163. Statement 3 should be raised to 75% for local people. 

164. NO HOUSES AT ALL UNLESS THE ROADS AND PARKING IS IMPROVED. 

165. NO MORE HOUSES!!! 

166. NO MORE FULL STOP 

167. I would prefer no more houses but if we had to should be for local people meaning Feniton 
residents so not expensive, affordable. 

168. Provided adequate drainage is in place, and that all building companies ensure quality control 
tidiness of sites, access roads etc. Heavy lorries in this village is an issue and a 20 mph speed 
limit restriction should be in place. 

169. 4ii is impossible for me to answer I shall not be here much longer. 

170. New builds need to have 5 beds! Any developers must provide garages/off street parking for 
two cars per dwelling. 

171. Re: 4i and 4 ii: It is very difficult to say how many houses I'd support, as it would only be as 
circled above if many school, road, sewerage, etc. problems had been properly solved. 

172. I support no new houses until the school is able to expand. 

173. I have chosen 0-10 because of the developments already agreed by Acland Park and Wain 
homes. I feel these fulfil the requirements. 

174. Q1 Open to interpretation so can only answer neutrally. Q2 ditto Q3 ditto Q4i and ii We don't 
want any future housing discussed in previous pages. 

175. The infrastructure isn't in place to support any more housing. 

176. Young people need to be able to buy affordable houses not just rent. 

177. My answer to Q4i and 4ii are based on the infrastructure in place. (D). 

178. In view of my age I would not to like to comment on future years. 
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 Health and Care 

 Almost half of the comments in this section (44%) expressed concern at the lack of medical facilities 

within Feniton and wished to see this addressed as soon as possible. 23% of the comments approved 

of the idea of cycling routes, especially the proposed future link between Feniton and Ottery St 

Mary. Coupled with this 10% expressed concern about issues with highways. 

 Health and Care Table 

Cycling routes 
Highway 

Improvements 

Improvements 
to health 
provision Other Total 

47 20 91 48 206 

23% 10% 44% 23%  

 

 

Health and Care Comments 

 

1. I think to widen the road to Ottery and Sidmouth would be safer, as cycle paths could be 

unsafe for young persons. 

2. Village lanes are very dangerous to walk down with the increased cars. 

3. Having retired and needing more cycling routes, the scheme for a cycle path to Ottery and 

Sidmouth is an excellent idea. 

4. Social meeting places are sufficient but inadequate. 

5. The Ottery Help Scheme support the people of Feniton. We have sufficient sites but no good 

large centre. 

6. Honiton and OSM not distant. People know the provision when they buy a house. 

7. I came to Feniton to enjoy my life, plus it is the reception room to heaven. 

8. Needs immediate quality improvement and expansion. 

9. To reduce our carbon footprint, any measures that encourage this [cycle way] to happen 

should be set up. 

10. Need more lighting between the new and old village. It is so dark at night, you cannot even 

see anything around you. 

11. The purchase of a couple of defibrillators should be considered as we have an ageing 

population and far from adequate A&E facilities. 

12. Feniton needs a local surgery. 

13. Pavements are in a very bad state. Wells Avenue the worse. 
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14. We need our hospital beds open in OSM. Perhaps have a surgery here like Whimple. 

15. Surgery needs doubling in size and more doctors so we don’t have to wait a few weeks for an 

appointment with your own doctor. 

16. So many jobs are now sedentary so the opportunity for safe cycling would be a very good 

thing. 

17. I would like to see the development of a social and healthcare hub in the village perhaps run 

voluntarily at first. We always used to have a village help scheme when we moved into the 

village in 1986. 

18. We need accessible health services for the older residents of Feniton. It is a lovely village to 

live in and people should not have to move because of increasing age and lack of facilities. 

19. Meeting places, youth centre, village hall need updating. 

20. Footpath between old and new village needed. 

21. Sheltered housing would only be suitable if sufficient public transport were available to 

access, food and healthcare. Lack of public transport limits opportunities for teenagers and 

encourages people to drive when too frail to do so safely. 

22. As long as we keep our lanes to show we're still a village. But well maintained paths on the 

estate. They aren't at the moment! 

23. Cycle paths to both Ottery and Sidmouth would benefit both cyclists' and walkers' health and 

safety. 

24. Statement 2 is a lovely idea, but look at the lack of support generally in the village. 

25. We need a doctor's surgery here in Feniton. 

26. Coleridge Medical Centre is already stretched. 

27. Village surgery needed, not satellite unit but full surgery. Honiton and Ottery already 

oversubscribed. 

28. Facilities are available [Q2]. 

29. This includes disabled access to all areas, e.g. dropped curbs. Appropriate unobstructed stree 

lighting is needed and monitored [Q4]. 

30. Need better parking and access [Q8]. 

31. Drop-in nurse surgery would help and take pressure off GPs. 

32. [Q5] The village pub is seriously lacking! It needs to welcome families, modernise, have regular 

opening hours. Such a missed opportunity. 

33. [Q6] Yes! This would encourage green transport and families. 

34. [Q1] Been tried, didn’t work. 

35. [Q4] My opinion only Burlands to Toolgates required. 

36. [Q6] Benefit? Perhaps more 'nice to have'. 

37. A cycle path would be nice but I think a medical centre within the village is more important. It 

will relieve surround medical centres. 

38. A surgery is needed here for surrounding villages as well as Feniton. Feniton and surrounding 

areas have enough persons for it and again would take more cars off the surrounding roads. 

39. [Q2] Possibility to join with the Ottery St Mary Help Scheme should be investigated. 

40. [Q3] Only more sheltered housing if the residents are supported. 

41. A social meeting place which is open a couple of days a week for coffee and a chat or cards. 

For all locals to use from young to old could be run by volunteers of all ages. 

42. Most people have to go to Honiton or Ottery for doctor. Years ago we had doctor in old village 

on a morning. Whimple have a doctor in village, if we had more houses would we get a doctor 

in Feniton? 

43. Safe walking should be a priority. It is getting increasingly dangerous to walk the roads around 

the village. 
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44. There is a strong need for medical facilities within Feniton. Years ago, there was a surgery in 

the old village. 

45. A path from Feniton to Ottery would be great. 

46. Cycle path yes and to be able to walk it as well! 

47. I don't agree with the cycle path as the cost would outweigh the use it would get. 

48. There has been a significant decline in medical facilities in the 27 years we have been here: no 

sub-surgery in the village hall anymore and no appointments on the same day for example 

and no chemist anymore. 

49. 1. Neither Ottery nor Honiton deal with medical demands of Feniton residents, 2. Local 

Authority should be supporting elderly & sick. 

50. Feniton is in need of GP facilities. Often have to wait for over 2 weeks at Ottery surgery due 

to overcapacity. 

51. It's just a shame the local pub couldn't be upgraded to provide a restaurant, there is a lot of 

unused space in it, and could be a tea room? 

52. There are more important things to be spending the money on (*on statement 6); the above 

statistics prove that we would benefit from another local health centre. 

53. Statement 6. Yes actually build it so I don't always need my car to go to work and get safer 

exercise. 

54. Our meeting places and facilities need work done to maintain them, any developer should be 

made to pay! 

55. Doctors surgery along the lines of Whimple would be welcome. 

56. 6 A cycle path to Ottery might prove useful. Sidmouth might be too far would be nice but I 

think a medical centre within the village is more important. It will relieve surrounding medical 

centres. 

57. Access to a village GP & Pharmacy would be great. 

58. Statement 6 - strongly agree pedestrian access/egress into/out of village poor and dangerous. 

59. 6 Benefit - No, appreciate – Yes. 

60. Definite cycle path would be of great benefit. Sufficient social meeting places but not enough 

in them for young/elderly. Need more to bring back a community feel to the village? Events 

not advertised properly. Other clubs, e.g. walking, cycling, lunch clubs may bring people 

together. 

61. A doctor’s surgery would make vast difference. There was one that was in the old village when 

I was a child on a sit and wait basis. 

62. Statement 6: Hell yes. 

63. Improved bus services for the elderly to encourage/independence. 

64. Developers should be expected to contribute to a new community centre building for the new 

area of Feniton Village. 

65. I think the cycle path to Ottery & Sidmouth would be great especially if it can provide a safe 

way for pupils to travel to the Kings School. 

66. 1. Ottery practice is bursting. A Feniton branch would be great. 

67. We can go to Ottery & Honiton - we are healthy - BUT - this needs looking at. The surgery in 

Ottery is too small for purpose so now they are using Whimple more - great! But maybe a 

Feniton branch could work. 

68. Healthcare needs to include the provision of full hospital facilities at OSM, not just "clinics". 

69. I'm guessing a cycle path would be on the old branch line. 

70. Who would pay for the cycle path? 

71. The Youth Centre should be a Community Centre with a larger range of activities/clubs 

provided to a wider range of age groups. 
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72. A local doctor’s surgery would be fantastic and would be a valuable addition to the village 

easing the workload in Ottery and Honiton. 

73. As the village has increased in size a doctor's surgery is necessary especially for the elderly and 

the very young. You can easily cycle to Ottery via Fairmile on an existing cycle route. Not sure 

how you can create a cycle path from Ottery to Sidmouth although you can cycle along the 

Otter from Ottery to Tipton then take the disused railway track to the Bowd. 

74. I would have made use of this when I was at Kings School. 

75. A local surgery facility used to be available - it should be reinstated somewhere near the "new" 

Feniton area. 

76. Statement 6 - the most important because a lot of children have wanted to cycle to Kings over 

the years and the road to Ottery is not one I am keen for my boys to cycle. 

77. When the Kings children decide to stay on for sixth form we have to pay for their transport. If 

this cycle route was finally opened it would give them the independence to get to and from 

Kings in a safe and healthy way. 

78. Cycle path would allow more access to larger towns such as Ottery. 

79. 6 Yes outdoor gym. 

80. Definitely a local surgery would be a blessing. 

81. Statement 4 - a change in the speed limit would help towards this. 

82. Statement 4 - a reduction to a 20mph throughout the whole village would help. 

83. Coleridge is at breaking point and for non-drivers there is great difficulty in getting to Ottery 

or Whimple. Space on Wain homes site allocated for community. 

84. Building would be ideal for a surgery. 

85. Provision of pavement along road from old village to Feniton School and from Burlands to 

Toolgate Corner. 

86. Current facilities regarding health care within the area are exceptional considering the 

enormous lack of funding in the South West. 

87. Health care requires joint effort from patient and provider. Residents of the village have 

fantastic services at their fingertips. There are always improvements that can be made - which 

require extra funding the NHS sadly doesn't have! 

88. Statement 5 - unable to comment unaware of social meetings/facilities. 

89. Yes agree to construction of cycle path. 

90. Yes agree to construction of cycle path. 

91. Statement 2 - I find most friends and neighbours help each other with shopping duties etc. 

Statement 6 - depends where the cycle path is positioned. 

92. With the NHS stretched to its limited we should be thankful for what we have. 

93. Honiton and OSM surgeries are both full of patients! 

94. Statements 1 and 2 - who provides the impetus for these initiatives? Statement 3 - sheltered 

housing seems to work on basis of demand - does Feniton's population support this? 

95. More wheelchair friendly access. 

96. Statement 6 - yes, would be a great improvement. 

97. Strongly agree and health benefits, less car use as this would encourage families to walk. 

98. The increased use of bicycles means roads are less safe and causing congestion and 

encourages people to drive in unsafe ways. A cycle path would help alleviate some of these 

pressures. The path must be done sustainably. 

99. It would be very useful if there were facilities here but given the current level of problems 

with the NHS I don't see that as a possibility. However we would support it completely. 

100. Doctors in the village on a regular basis. 
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101. There is a great necessity for Feniton to have its own Health Centre. The numbers 

 certainly demand such. 

102. There is a great need for better care facilities in this village. People without transport 

 e.g. young mothers, the elderly and others already find it difficult to attend surgeries 

 in Honiton and Ottery without relying on friends or neighbours or by paying from a 

 small pension for some form of transport. 

103. It is more important to retain the hospital at Ottery before looking for additional 

 facilities. It would have been better if the Youth Centre and Village Hall could have 

 been combined into one large, multi-use building in the newer part of the village. 

 Unfortunately this would come at a cost which is frankly unaffordable. Additional 

 sheltered housing would be useful and could be included in future housing 

 plans. 

104. OK. 

105. Yes to cycle path. 

106. Statement 2 I think should is not the right word it could provide a service like this. 

 Most elderly have relatives it would be good for those who don't. When I wanted to 

 use our back entrance for my Dad's mobility scooter our councillor didn't come 

 back to  us with an answer from anyone. He was elderly  and was in the 2nd world 

 war. 

107. Statement 2 - good idea but will there be enough volunteers? Statement 3 - as long 

 as they have come from Feniton! Statement 6 - especially to encourage youngsters 

 out and about. 

108. Possible doctor's clinic every week. 

109. Question 3 - nice idea, but affordable housing for young Feniton families is also 

 important, question 4  is a statement of the obvious - who would say we need an 

 "unsafe" environment! 

110. There is room to improve the Youth Centre for a community hall. 

111. Access to local naturally-grown food should be a priority for health. 

112. Start with a clean environment and good food and health will follow. Doctors and 

 medical facilities are no substitute for a healthy environment and community. A good 

 start would be to encourage people to grow food - how about Feniton becoming 

 another "Incredible Edible" village? 

113. 2. We already have the OSM Help Scheme but only one volunteer driver from Feniton. 

 4. If a path is proposed from New to old Village it should not involve the removal of 

 any Devon bank or old wall. 

114. The doctors provide care in Ottery which for many people is not accessible and getting 

 to see a doctor  can be very difficult. 

115. 3. Not sure if sheltered housing is needed - do the elderly want 1-storey and is this 

 type of  accommodation?, 5 Type and quality are more the issue in my opinion. 

116. It would be lovely to have a cycle path to Ottery and Sidmouth. 

117. 5 Yes - but they are very "fractured" - a new village community hall on the lines of 

 Payhembury would be an asset statement 6 - that would be very nice. 

118. 2 Help scheme available at Coleridge Volunteers are needed. 4 High viz jackets are not 

 expensive. Pedestrian presence slows traffic. 

119. Definitely need more cycle paths! 

120. Farm shop / coffee shop would be useful. 
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121. I believe that the village should become part of the new sports and social club that 

 will be built in 2-3 years’ time and it should incorporate parish council meeting rooms 

 and a doctor's surgery. 

122. Village halls should be upgraded. A walking path to Ottery and the old village would 

 be preferable. 

123. Youth Centre needs better access. 

124. New entrance for Youth Centre for those using it and emergency access. 

125. Statement 6 - not really. We have that thing called roads which need upkeep. 

126. Statement 6 - should also be used for walking and cycling and lead to OSM and the 

 Kings School. 

127. Statement 6 - yes, would be a great improvement. 

128. Re 2 there is a good scheme available - the Ottery Help Scheme - it needs more local 

 volunteers and  more publicity. 

129. A meeting place for coffee/tea and social gathering. 

130. Walking around the village you feel you are taking your life in your hands more 

 walking routes needed. 

131. The aging population of Feniton and deteriorating NHS facilities is a cause for concern 

 and appropriate older persons accommodation is required to be planned for in any 

 new development. 

132. A local GP for Feniton, Whimple and surrounding areas is a must especially for elderly. 

133. Local surgery would be ideal for elderly residents. 

134. We need to promote and preserve the very best health and care you can for young 

 and old alike. 

135. If Whimple can have a nice purpose built health surgery we DEFINITELY NEED ONE!!! 

 This should be a priority. 

136. A small clean surgery for the community especially the young mums and elderly. We 

 use to have these facilities in the Village Hall when the housing was far less. 

137. Statement 2 - if newcomers to new developments are travelling out to work - how can 

 the younger population provide volunteer services? The facilities needed are more 

 serious than this suggestion implies. 

138. All GP services are under current threat. We have an excellent standard of NHS 

 services but the surgery is losing GPs and having difficulty finding partners to join and 

 commit finance to this. This is a  serious restriction on the ability to extend services 

 for the current phases of development in Ottery St Mary and surrounding areas. The 

 hospital service is also under severe reductions, NOT development 

139. A cycle path twixt Ottery and Sidmouth should also extend to/from Feniton, been 

 talked about since at least 1970. 

140. In the 80s - 90s there was a doctor's surgery held in the village annex on 2-3 days a 

 week, which was used very usefully! Like Whimple has now. Could this be re-installed? 

 (with a bit of extra sound proofing or another premises in upper Feniton 

141. We need a doctor’s surgery in our village Ottery Surgery will not be able to cope with 

 any more patients. 

142. No 6 - cycle path agree strongly. 

143. We need more health care places. Doctor’s surgery in Feniton village. 

144. Hospital surgery is full. 

145. 2 - We already are part of Ottery Help Scheme. 
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146. 2 - Doesn't the Ottery Help Scheme cover Feniton? 3 - This would presumably need to 

 be private provision as the predominantly owner-occupier population would not 

 qualify for social sheltered accommodation. 

147. A local Help Scheme for the chronically sick and the housebound-elderly is very 

 important. Neighbours  no longer, as a rule, help care for the sick and elderly in their 

 area and Ottery Help Scheme cannot bridge that gap. It needs to be a locality-run 

 initiative. 

148. Local hospital beds should not be closed, open up more beds to clear waiting lists in 

 Exeter etc. 

149. Haven't had problems getting appointments at doctors in Ottery but would like to see 

 doctors who are actually interested in doing their job and being bothered enough to 

 do it properly! 

150. What happened to Question 6? The answer to be 4. Local amenities - playground/ 

 gym would encourage activity increasing / benefiting health. 

151. Poor public transport can make it difficult to access medical help for those with no 

 cars. 

152. Drs surgery would be good nearest is Ottery which is excellent but if too ill to drive 

 there is a problem 

153. Statement 6. Yes agree we really do need the cycle path to help ease the busy country 

 roads, it would  be much safer for cyclists, plus encourage more exercise and outdoor 

 activities. 

154. Cycle path could have been done when they closed Sidmouth to Feniton line. Now it 

 has been sold to individual people. 

155. The Ottery Help Scheme already provides this - BUT there are no volunteers from the 

 new village and  only 2 from the old village. 

156. The construction of the cycle path to Ottery St Mary would allow Kings School pupils 

 to cycle home after activities and encourage more people to cycle. 

157. (1) Better links to Ottery by bus. (4) Joining old and new Feniton by pavement (5) Yes 

 but upgrading needed. 

158. (6) Cycle/walking path off road would be marvellous and help a healthy lifestyle, also 

 allow children to be more self-sufficient not having to rely on parents car all the 

 time. 

159. Our doctor (Ottery Surgery) has changed approximately every 18 months since we 

 moved here 8 years ago. This is partly due to the national shortage of GPs of course.  

 It would be great for Feniton to have its own doctor's surgery. However, I recognise 

 that there are significant benefits to having a large surgery, rather than a smaller one, 

 such as being able to buy in additional services (e.g. ultrasound  scans which can 

 then be accessed locally rather than having to travel for them. There is scope to 

 expand the Youth Centre site to accommodate this sort of facility and it could be a 

 village hub. 

160. 5 and 6. Both outside my experience but 6 could in a small way help the 

 traffic/transport problems 

161. Any volunteer -run support schemes fine if it does not take the place of essential 

 professional services such as health care. Question 6 I strongly agree. 

162. Health and care service improvement should obviously be in line with an increase in 

 the population.  Hospital and doctor's surgeries do not appear to be coping anyway as 

 well as caring for the elderly. 
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163. A medical centre like Whimple would be much used and appreciated in the village. 

 Wain homes development has the site as a community land area. They signed a 

 section 106 Agreement and should now honour that or EDDC should insist. 

164. Strongly agree to statement 6. It would mean I could commute to work safely by 

 bicycle. Ref statement 2, is this not the sort of thing that we do here anyway? Small 

 village/community with people keeping  an eye out for neighbours. 

165. Statement 2 - Why not funded? Statement 5 - The village pub! Statement 6 - Pressure 

 means the railway line or similar. 

166. Cyclists should be dressed to be seen. 

167. We could do with a chemist and a little surgery like in Whimple. 

168. The village needs its own GP surgery to relieve demands on Ottery surgery. 

169. The Coleridge Medical Centre cannot cope with the number of people and their needs 

 in this area and  we could do with our own medical facilities in the village due to our 

 expansion to include a pharmacy. 

170. Medical provision is now becoming a requirement within confines of village including 

 that of a pharmacy. 

171. Statement 2 - Should this work it would be amazing, although I see new lifestyles of 

 people have changed - working full time. A restaurant would be nice. 

172. There are plenty of pavements where appropriate. 

173. Great need for doctors' surgery in Feniton. A lot of people find it difficult to get to the 

 Coleridge Medical Centre. Surgery in Ottery very good trying to get bus times and 

 appointments together but it  doesn't always work. 

174. A branch surgery in the village is needed as we have no medical facilities. 

175. Statement 4 - Crucial - want to go for walks and can't locally. Statement 2 - Would be 

 good, but never obligatory. Statement 6 - Cycle and walking path. 

176. Would support a cycle path 

177. Statement 6 - Great idea, I would give it a 5 but it isn't included in the last column. It 

 is greatly needed, so dangerous to walk/cycle to Ottery. 

178. Statement 6 - Would also rate a 3. 

179. There was a surgery and a chemist in the village but they were closed why. 

180. Safe walking to and from school is essential. Parking must be addressed on virtually 

 all our roads are single carriage ways and soon there will be a fatality due to parked 

 cars obscuring visibility. 

181. You could be dead or better before you get a doctor's appointment. 

182. I would give a score of 5 to statement 6 in relation to a dedicated cycle path to Ottery 

 and Sidmouth. 

183. I would give a score of 5 to statement 6 in relation to a dedicated cycle path to Ottery 

 and Sidmouth. 

184. It would be good to have a local pub which was inviting and good food. The pub is the 

 heart of the village. 

185. A local pharmacy shop would help in Feniton for prescriptions. 

186. Need for more facilities and definite cycle path to Ottery and Sidmouth if Feniton is 

 going to expand. We can't expect a growing village population to be stuck in the 

 middle of nowhere without links to other areas nearby. 

187. From New Village to Old Village hedges to be trimmed twice a year. 

188. There are plenty of pavements to walk on. Garden hedges should be cut back that 

 overhang the pavements. 

189. Local surgery does a great job. 
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190. Have 20 mph enforced throughout village, including roads entering village….more 

 paths….we need a doctors' practice in village and chemist. 

191. The more volunteers are relied upon the more government and health authorities will 

 shrink from their responsibilities. 

192. A new public house, restaurant, wine bar etc. 

193. Statement 3 - Should be close, but I'm not convinced needs to be in Feniton. Places 

 with more facilities will be better e.g. Honiton/Ottery. 

194. The section of Ottery Road opposite the water treatment works is a death trap due to 

 no footpath in  this area. A disaster is going to happen with schoolchildren awaiting 

 their bus on this blind corner. Devon C council should be consulted over traffic 

 calming measures that could be implemented or a footpath created some way. 

195. Statement 2 Volunteers are very rare in Feniton in the Help Scheme which I helped 

 set up was always short of volunteers. Frequently ten or more for transport. 

196. What happened to number six? The answer should be 4. Local amenities - playground. 

 Gym would encourage better health. 

197. Urgently need extra medical facilities i.e. Ottery and Honiton and to the future more 

 care for the elderly. 

198. A safe walking environment in all parts of the village is a difficult one because, for 

 example, the nature of Green Lane would have to change considerably and this would 

 remove some of the charm of our rural environment. 

199. A local doctor surgery would be very useful. Preferably in 'New' village as lanes 

 dangerous to walk to Old Village. 

200. As well as walking, I want to feel safer running round the village. I don't feel safe on 

 the roads running as they are narrow in places as well as twisty. Facilities for children 

 are lacking. The parks don't really cater for the needs of older children. I 

 recommend finding out about what young people want to enable them to socialise 

 and be active. There is a lack of initiatives in Feniton. 

201. To encourage people to be active. You have to go to Honiton or Ottery or maybe we 

 just don't know  about them. For elderly and less mobile people voluntary schemes 

 are a good idea - as are  intergenerational initiatives such as young people providing 

 live-in support or befriending schemes.  As these schemes need someone to lead and 

 facilitate changes for local communities. 

202. It is now almost impossible to see your own doctor. There is no continuity when you 

 have to see different GPs. 

203. A foot path between the village and Escot Park is needed for safety purposes coupled 

 with cycle/footpath to Ottery and beyond. 

204. Years ago we had a doctor's surgery in the Old Village. 

205. 6 including a safe access to King's School. 

206. The Ottery practice is totally inadequate. 1 week for a telephone appointment, 2-3 

 weeks for an appointment with your own doctor. 
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 Transport 

 This section inevitably has an overlap with all others and comments across the sections refer to 

transport and the transport infrastructure as a major cause for concern in the village. The highest 

level of comments surrounded the issue of inadequate highway infrastructure with 46% of 

respondents raising them as a major issue. 33% expressed views concerning the poor level of public 

transport and wished to see improvements in the frequency of trains and concern about the 

declining bus service. 11% expressed serious concerns about parking throughout the village.   

  

 

 

 Transport table. 

  

Issues with 
Public 

Transport 

Highway 
/Infrastructure 

issues 
Car 

Parking Other Total 

74 103 24 22 223 

33% 46% 11% 10%  

 

  

Transport Comments 
 
1. Perhaps a one-way road system through village would be better. 
2. Pot holes very bad on route to old Feniton (both ways) especially for cyclists. 
3. New Feniton not planned for the levels of car ownership now seen. The volume of on-street 
 parking has its own traffic calming effect. 
4. Feniton will be cut off from the A30 at Patterson's Cross at time of heavy rainfall. This should 
 be remedied. 
5. Train services could be hugely improved. 
6. Stricter rules on parking needed. 
7. No houses to be built without garages. 
8. Unless transport is supported it will not survive. Many people prefer to use their car instead. 
9. Signage on roads and lamp posts should be cleaned more often. 
10. We do need more public transport for those without their own transport, plus those with 
 could use public transport and ease the problems with parking in larger towns. 
11. With an ageing population bus routes/times should be increased to encourage uptake with 
 these, otherwise we are just isolating our residents. 
12. Train and bus links need to be improved to prevent Feniton being cut off and to encourage 
 the growth and social well-being of its residents. 
13. School needs to have a 20 mph speed sign on a pole, not just 30 mph on the road. A lot of 
 parents park on the road at school times. 
14. Speeding and parking are big concerns (parking on junction of Station Road and York 
 Crescent). 
15. Parking is a major issue, especially on junctions. Pathways are terrible in certain places (York 
 Crescent). Speeding is a problem. 
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16. The noise level from the Spar shop lorries is unacceptable when deliveries are being offloaded 
 often early in the morning waking us from our sleep. They also cause obstruction from 
 neighbouring houses accessing their driveways. 
17. Most properties have a garage which they prefer to use as storage. This is wrong as is parking 
 on pavements and grass verges … in fact dangerous. 
18. The roads and pavements in Feniton need maintaining. 
19. We need to look at the way vehicles have parked. A lot park dangerously. 
20. 20 mile speed signs outside of school. 
21. Overcrowding at peak times could be improved. 
22. In an ideal world, we need to restrict the size of lorries going through the village as a short cut 
 to the motorway. 
23. Parking is horrendous. 
24. Speed limits and safety measures are adequate, but some ignore them. 
25. A footpath to Escot drive would also be much appreciated. 
26. If the trains were more frequent it would be easier for local commuters who work outside of 
 Exeter city centre 
27. Definite need for improved rail services, especially to enable travel between Feniton and 
 Whimple which is not currently possible. 
28. There is a car park attached to the bowling club. Could visitors to the post office be encourages 
 to use this??? Better public transport and car sharing schemes may reduce the number of cars 
 required per household. As would more affordable housing for young adults. 
29. If we have footpaths its goodbye to our country lanes, unless they take part of the files away 
 to make a path. Don't think the farmers would agree. 
30. Having your own transport is necessary, especially in times of health issues at present. 
31. Traffic-calming measures need implementing now! 
32. Could be better with more trains stopping at all village between here and Exeter. 
33. Train service is rubbish. Roads are dreadful. Too busy and in awful state of repair. 
34. Bus service to Exeter. Yes, calling in at RD&E hospital. 
35. More white lines defining parking ideals is needed to stop large vehicles parking in 2 spaces. 
 Stop work vans parking overnight on Wells Avenue. 
36. Speeds limits are suitable but are not policed. There is no deterrent. Oversized vans should 
 not be parked overnight at residential premises whilst car parking is at a premium. Stop cars 
 parking over dropped kerbs. 
37. Trains should stop each hour for Exeter from here. 
38. Any new footpaths would also act as traffic calming measures. 
39. Better access for walking to post office would be good. 
40. Train time table: Feniton needs to be connected to other villages on the line towards Exeter. 
 Example: Feniton and Whimple are only connected at peak times but not the rest of the day. 
 This also happens with other stops. The sparse bus service does not meet trains. 
41. 20 mph through the estate. 
42. Roads and paths should be better maintained on the estate. 
43. More trains stopping at weekends and keep to facilitate access to Exeter. Also later train 
 returning Friday/Saturday to facilitate people being able to use Exeter evenings. 
44. Local traffic and parking plan to include youth centre and post office. 
45. May be smaller buses needed but on a regular basis to Ottery, Honiton, so residents can get 
 to supermarkets. 
46. [Q3] They are OK if people adhered to them. 
47. [Q4] Station road verge should be cut back to 1 metre therefore leaving space for herringbone 
 car parking. I said this on the 1999 Feniton appraisal!. 
48. [Q7] Its safe enough for the few people that use it. 
49. Getting people to stick to the speed limited would help (I don't know how to make it happen!). 
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50. The increased traffic is a problem with noise and a lot more are speeding, even past the school, 
 which is endangering everyone as well as animals. 
51. Wider transport links must be widened if young persons are to stay in Feniton and not have 
 to move because employment cannot be reached. Not everyone can afford a car. Also car 
 journeys may even decrease if persons can go by bus. 
52. A dog walkers' field would be nice and provide a safer environment for dogs and their owners. 
53. [Q2] Parking is only an issue where homeowners exceed the number of vehicles per adult in 
 the household. 
54. Disabled and non-car owners have to either rely on friends or use taxi service etc. 
55. Footpath is a great idea as people would not have an excuse to drive everywhere. 
56. [Q6] Don't use buses, so don't know. 
57. All these things are fine if locals would have a high tax but most would moan about extra to 
 pay. 
58. As an OAP, the bus is good and is needed as we get older driving may be more difficult and 
 more transport is needed. Extra bus back from Honiton would help also from Sidmouth. A bus 
 to Exeter straight from Feniton. Also more trains to stop at Feniton. 
59. We need traffic calming because it's not safe anymore to cycle along road to Pattesons' Cross 
 or cycle path beside the road. Put calming from Escot turning make it 20 throughout the village 
 as other places. 
60. A 20 mph limit should be set throughout the village plus other traffic calming measures. 
61. A need for more buses. 
62. The road needs widening slightly just outside the village on way to Patteson’s Cross and on 
 the two bends of this road (150m x 20 ft.) (Fatal accident & numerous close shaves) (Lorries 
 & tractors use this route) as well as cyclists, pedestrians & horses! 
63. As a cyclist, the increased road traffic is becoming a danger. 
64. Both trains and bus service should be improved to allow more sustainable commuting to work 
 and shops/facilities. 
65. Train price review as too dear compared to park & ride option and times do not suit for work 
 times. 
66. Too much speeding in the village, especially up Green Lane and Ottery Road. 
67. Statement 6: the train service serves us well (it's the timings that are an issue!); the bus we 
 have takes us where the train doesn't statement 7 we have managed many years without one, 
 so why?!!? 
68. Statement 2 especially in Ely Close there sometimes no room to get a large vehicle down i.e. 
 emergency. The pot holes need sorting not by filling them in, fix the road properly first time, 
 I don't like spending so much on suspension components. 
69. Never use the bus service. 
70. Either a more regular rail service to Exeter/Honiton is needed or a bus service serving Exeter 
 & Honiton or a more regular service to Ottery St Mary to connect with the Honiton/Exeter 
 service there. 
71. Statement 1 more trains to Exeter should stop at Feniton. Train service to London is adequate 
 statement 6 Can't comment as I never use the buses. 
72. By choosing to live in a village I accepted public transport would be an issue. But it's easy to 
 get to another station/park & ride. 
73. Pedestrian/cycle access to the village needs to be improved. Promote the village don't hide it 
 away. 
74. Parking needs to be considered at a level that allows for 2 cars in the majority of houses with 
 2 or ore bedrooms, without having to resort to on-street parking at the levels currently seen 
 in "New" Feniton. 
75. 3 Speed limits do not need to be reviewed but they do need to be enforced. 
76. 3 Speeding through the village by a few idiots yes it's an accident waiting for happen. 
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77. School needs to have a 20 mph speed sign on a pole, not just 30 mph on the road. A lot of 
 parents park on the road at school times. 
78. School drop off and pick up need particular focus. 
79. A footpath to join old and new village would be fantastic! 
80. If better public transport I would chose to use that instead of my car. Roads are often muddy 
 with lots of leaves drains are not maintained and very rarely ever see a road sweeper. 
81. Public transport needs to be revised. More frequent trains would enable people to commute. 
 I certainly would commute rather than drive. 
82. Improved public transport is needed particularly for the elderly who no longer drive and can 
 feel trapped/isolated. 
83. Cars go too fast down the Ottery Road they do not take any notice of the speed limit of 30 
 mph. 
84. Hedge needs cutting between Lyndale and Westslades not been cut for 2 years dangerous for 
 traffic and pedestrians. 
85. Parking on road junctions at Feniton Gardens, St Andrews Close, Station Road area dangerous. 
 Needs yellow lines. 
86. 1. This has been made worse since train time tables have reduced the number of trains 
 stopping at Feniton en route to Exeter. 2. This is made far worse when residents do not use 
 their garages and park on the roadside 
87. The train service is great and my family use it a lot esp. for commuting. We would rather suffer 
 undoubtedly if the frequency of the service was reduced though. 
88. 4. If parents weren't so lazy we wouldn't have this problem or if children were asked to move 
 schools if the move out of town (like GP surgery) Pavements need sorting! 
89. The question of the train service is complex. It should be looked at as an "Exeter Metro" etc.  
 Axminster  - Exeter - Crediton - Torquay - Exmouth. Double track - the Waterloo line again. 
90. Walking from the new to the old village can be quite dangerous. A safe footpath would be 
 good to have. 
91. The train service is sufficient for the size of the village. The newer parts were designed for one 
 car per house, most have two per house. 
92. Even if there was a train to Exeter every 10 minutes people would still use their cars, because 
 it's "too expensive", not at the times I want to Travel" etc. Just look at central London. Buses, 
 underground etc. but people still use their cars. You have got to change people's mind-set the 
 car isn't king. 
93. People who say the train service is inadequate probably don't use it anyway. Most people 
 don't want to wait 5 minutes to get anywhere and jump in their cars quite happily. The impact 
 on global warming and the environment is somebody else's responsibility!! 
94. Statement 7. This would only encourage houses being built between old and new village. If 
 the path was purely across the fields that would be OK. 
95. The roads around Feniton are terrible. I have damaged 3 tyres due to potholes. The roads 
 flood very easily and are not wide enough to accommodate the large lorries that come 
 through the village already. Trains should stop at all stations, not just a certain time of the day 
 and the prices should be cheaper. 
96. There is a school crossing chap at the school. If children are local there shouldn't be a problem 
 with traffic. Walking to Old Feniton is a nightmare - very dangerous. 
97. Statement 3 - speed limits please review the lack of speed limits between Old Feniton & Fenny 
 Bridges. 
98. The tarmac on the roads and footpaths are generally in a terrible state. It looks like 
 Westminster Close was never finished off correctly from new. 
99. I decided to go to Exeter University thinking I would use the train. This turned out to be more 
 expensive than driving and the times of trains are worse than useless! 
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100. The only problem is around the school during drop off and pick up times it can get a little 
 crowded with parking. 
101. The evening train service is not too bad but in the morning you cannot get to Exeter for a 9 or 
9.30  start - have to leave at 07.55 or 9.21. 
102. Not in favour of "traffic calming". 
103. More buses. 
104. Better train service to Exeter is required at certain times, more carriages on certain trains i.e. 
 early morning and at college time. 
105. The old village does not have much to do with the new village. Most people drive to PO church, 
 bowling club. 
106. Station Road past the new Wain homes development towards the old village needs to be 
 widened also main road from A30 to station. 
107. Regarding road safety I suggest that speed bumps should be on the road leading round the 
 bend to the old village. It's an accident waiting to happen! 
108. Statement 2 - I don't know, statement 4 - does it?, statement 6 - I don't know, statement 7 - 
 assuming that the roadway cannot be narrowed where could such footpath be situated? 
109. Biggest gripe - cars parking half on pavements and half on roads. Dangerous for elderly, 
 children and mobile scooters. 
110. The cycle route from Feniton to Ottery would open up access to leisure centre and shops etc. 
 Hourly  train service a must. 
111. The roads are diabolical and extremely unsafe for walking and driving. 
112. Sorting out the roads and keeping them properly maintained should be the highest priority. 
113. More stopping trains. More not less buses. 
114. Pavements should be better maintained!!! 
115. Roads and pavements in Feniton should be more regularly maintained. 
116. Totally inadequate. 
117. Public transport is always going to be a problem because any improvement comes at a cost. 
 Who will pay where does the money come from? Currently the majority of bus use is by (non-
 paying) over sixties. As far a traffic calming is concerned the cheapest solution is not to restrict 
 parking on the roads. The people who park and drive inconsiderately will be unlikely to be 
 affected by any changes as there is a lack of a police presence to enforce current legislation. 
118. It has been brought to the Parish Council's attention on several occasions about the excessive 
 speed of traffic through the old village, 30mph on a single track road past the Post Office, 
 where young and elderly are walking is totally unacceptable, when there is an accident please 
 note you have been told!! 
119. The speed that people travel through the old village is very dangerous near the Post Office 
 where old people and young children come out on to the road. It is an accident waiting to 
 happen. The speed through this part should only maximum 15 mph. 
120. One way system down Broad Hill, up Green Lane, Pathway down Broad Hill. Enforce speed 
 limits in Ottery Road. 
121. Good. 
122. The bus drivers that drop the children off at the spar shop are stupid. They walk in front of the 
 bus and out in the road they should take responsibility for the children and go to a bus stop 
 up the road 
123. The council needs to repair our roads properly. The road to Ottery is a disgrace they just do 
 the holes and then every year the holes reappear. If they did it right in the first place it 
 wouldn't cost so much. 
124. Question 3 - presumably, this is aimed at getting lower limits, but really the answer is to 
 enforce current limits rather than setting new ones. 
125. If this is done it may spoil the look of our rural lanes. 
126. Statement 4 - humps or 20 mph need to be imposed. 
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127. There are too many cars and we all use them too readily. 
128. Transport facilities draw people out of the village as well as bringing them to the village i.e. it 
 can undermine local businesses and encourage people to go elsewhere. But we will never get 
 people out of their cars as long as most shopping, employment and medical facilities are miles 
 away. A cycle track from Feniton to Sidmouth would tick a lot of boxes. 
129. 2 if owners would use their garages it would help but the "ghetto" design is a problem. 5 Bad 
roads  may reduce speed! 7 See (4) comment on previous page. 
130. 7 Terrible idea. 
131. The school parking is the most dangerous because of the grass bank making it difficult to use 
 that side getting children in and out of cars (it needs a path). 
132. Speed limits in the village are OK if drivers were to keep to them. 
133. 3 speed humps, mirror required at junction of Green and Broad Lane. 
134. As a horse rider, there should be traffic calming, especially from the new village through to 
 Buckerell Cross. People use this road like a race track and it will only be a matter of time before 
 there is a fatality. 
135. The road between the old and new village should be widened as it’s becoming a bottle neck 
since  Wain homes have built. 
136. Need a footpath joining Feniton to Colestocks. 
137. Fast traffic in the lanes is a real danger to those on foot - it is no longer an enjoyable walk 
 between old and new villages. 
138. Feniton developed here because of the train line. The reduction in service is really 
 inconvenient and greatly reduces my options when travelling to Exeter. 
139. I have no experience of local buses. 
140. I don't drive so I don't really have an opinion on the roads BUT when I have to walk to the old 
 village it is VERY dangerous! 
141. Grass areas should be removed and turned into off-road parking. 
142. Most roads have a lot of potholes that never get sorted properly. 
143. The train service is not good enough to cater for the needs of the working population. 
144. Train definitely needs to be every hour for commuters. I think roads are fine as they are and 
 parking 
145. Bus service needs to be good as population ages 
146. Roads from Pattersons and Fenny Bridges need better upkeep, especially in the winter, both 
need  widening because of traffic volume! 
147. Bus services to Ottery for the Health Centre would be ideal. 
148. A heavily used daily bus service to the main town of Honiton has been reduced to 2 days a 
 week! Why? This must restrict options to incoming families. 
149. Preferably through field but not installing pavement alongside the lovely lanes i.e. Green Lane 
and  the lane twixt school and old village. 
150. Practically non-existing. 
151. No 1 we need an attendant at the ticket office for the trains at Feniton. 
152. Not enough. 
153. We need a 20 mph limit through all residential parts of village and chicanes at all entry points. 
 Also pavement in Colestocks Road. 
154. 1 - More of the trains passing through should stop. You can no longer go to Whimple for the 
 evening by train. 3 - Limits probably OK if they are adhere to. 
155. Feniton lanes now are often congested and dangerous, especially during peak hours. They are 
 narrow  and often single-tracked. They cannot accommodate an increase in the population.  
 The bus service is almost non-existent. The train service does not accommodate the needs of 
 the majority of the workers. In other words! Feniton has breached its sustainability. 
156. Suggest a 20 mph speed limit through old and new village. 
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157. Speed limits do not stop idiots speeding through the village. And inconsiderate parking is done 
 mainly  by the villagers themselves! 
158. Walking from old to new Feniton is hazardous, many drive very fast, a footpath and/or traffic 
 calming measures would improve safety. 
159. Cheaper to drive than use the train for work and times are useless for working in Exeter. 
160. Pretty useless - would have used the train for work but it’s expensive, dirty, overcrowded and 
 timetable unsuitable for 9-5 work. Park & ride is expensive also. 
161. We have so many cars now on our roads and most parents drive children to school now, it 
 gets very busy at these times. We do have quite a few cars parking on corners which makes 
 driving on the wrong side difficult. 
162. Grass cutting should be carried out on all areas it has become a joke. 
163. Every 2 hours service is not always convenient. Also why stop the Whimple stop from Feniton? 
164. Parking on the junction of Station Road and York Crescent needs to be addressed. Parking on 
the  junction restricts views for motorists and pedestrians. 
165. There is a footpath from Fenny Bridges to old (and new) Feniton but the stiles are too high for 
 young  and old Feniton needs a 20 MPH speed limit between old and new. Some speed 
 restrictions need to be introduced. Cars travel far too fast through and between old and new 
 Feniton. 
166. We need to be connected by bus train and walking/cycle paths to Ottery Sidmouth/Exeter and 
 Honiton. 
167. Youngsters from age 11 should become independent travellers not relying on taxi of Mum and 
 Dad. 
168. Speeding through village 20 plenty more local buses needed not everyone has a car. 
169. A footpath between Two Bridges and Ottery Road. 
170. The footpath between both parts of the village is badly needed - it is not currently safe for 
 children living in Old Feniton to walk to school. 
171. Roads are in terrible condition, various large pot holes, etc. damaged 2 alloy wheels by driving 
 through the old way. 
172. The narrow parts of the road system should be improved e.g. Green Lane including the railway 
 bridge  and between the new and old parts of the village from Station Road. 
173. The existing bus and train services are inadequate and again should be improved which would 
in turn  reduce the volume of traffic in the village. 
174. Feniton environment (page 5) Statement 3. This is a contradiction -maintain a green wedge 
 then you want a footpath to join the old with the new. 
175. Q7 _ Perhaps a low speed limit would be more cost effective? Q3 -Reduce speed limit to 
 20mph as other towns and villages have done. 
176. Buses are pretty good really. We are a village!! The lanes between old and new make it - don't 
put  more tarmac down! 
177. Feniton is on the main Exeter/Waterloo line but the train don't stop enough. A local service 
from  Exeter to Axminster would be good. 
178. People who speed will only be deterred by a police presence and not lower speed limit. 
179. Statement 4 - Traffic calming on Ottery Road especially Statement 6 - Depends where say 
 Ottery.  Statement 7 - Reduce speed limit. 
180. Having a train station should be an asset, but at Feniton it is a bit of a white elephant due to 
 infrequent service, high fares and total lack of customer service unfortunately. Today’s railway 
 is run for the benefit of its shareholder not the passengers. Parking is a real problem with cars 
 parked on the  pavement, blind bends and road junctions. People trying to pull out of 
 Winchester Close often have their vision blocked by vehicles parked on the junction instead 
 of in the Spar carpark. Speed limits should be enforced. 
181. Re statements 2,3 and 4 it would help if the existing laws were enforced. 
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182. Statement 7 - No, they need the car drivers to be more careful and the walkers to be able to 
 be SEEN (like wearing florescent clothes) People are so lazy they park anywhere without caring 
 about others or the law. 
183. People who live here know what the transport is like but they have chosen to live here. If they 
 want underground they should live in a town. Most of the drivers do not how care for others 
 by driving too fast in the lanes or parking elsewhere. Cyclists should wear clothes to be seen 
 as well as walkers. 
184. A safe footpath is needed for the residents to be able to walk to the post office. 
185. We need a better transport system to cope with the village's expansion. 
186. Increasing population means (we need) better transport. 
187. More needed. 
188. More buses needed. 
189. Speeding Station Road. Traffic island Feniton Gardens Station Road Junction. ….going into York 
 Crescent to stop drivers going onto wrong side of road before there is an accident. 
190. Parking near and on corners and junctions making difficult driving when others won't give 
 way. Also parking on pavements. Speeding on Ottery Road from station. 
191. The York Crescent Station Road Feniton Gardens needs traffic island before there is a serious 
 accident with idiots cutting the corner turning into York Crescent. 
192. Statement 7 - and throughout the village. Especially around Escot and Ottery. 
193. Why have not all the above been addressed by now? 
194. For sure you plan your journey around the time tables if not use your car if all garages 
 contained a car  and not junk the parking problem could be sorted? 
195. It would help if people parked in the car park in the old village. 
196. Statement 2 - There is a car park in the old village but 20-25 cars are parked on the side of the 
 road outside houses over night as owners won't walk 50 yards from the car park. If the parish 
 supplies car parks will they be used? 
197. Statement 7 includes a footpath from Ottery Road to Green Lane and to Escot footpath. 
198. Feniton also needs a safe footpath in part of Green Lane and Ottery Road. 
199. At present I don't use the bus service. 
200. Feniton has a useful train service. Buses run locally. 
201. The speed limits need to be reviewed along Station Road cars go too fast. There are only three 
dog  waste bins more is required on the Green Lane and in old village. 
202. As a village full of families with young children we would like to see a village limit of 20 mph. 
Traffic  can be very quick from the Station Road to Old Feniton. 
203. Trains need two lines back and an hourly service to Exeter and London. Bus service is none 
 existent needs upgrading for longer hourly service. Safe footpath to Old Village would link us 
 with the post office and church. 
204. Parking and speeding is a major issue i.e. parking at junctions YORK CRESCENT. 
205. IS THIS QUESTIONNAIRE JUST FOR LIP SERVICE HOW ABOUT SOME POLICE ROUND HERE ONCE 
 IN A WHILE. 
206. We need an hourly train service to Exeter and Honiton and the railway station should be 
 extended to cope with 6-car trains. 
207. No sleeping policemen train service is a joke as well as bus service. 
208. Number of cars per household will always be an issue. But speeding is a bigger issue especially 
 when the crossing is down and cars cut through the estate The introduction of speed humps 
 in Station Road  and Green Lane required. 
209. Rail services for myself are okay but an hourly service to Exeter would be good and with more 
 trains stopping at Whimple. 
210. If we have a footpath to join the New Village with the Old, it would probably encourage 
 development in between. 
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211. Statement 3 - These are ignored. Statement 4 - Don't really know, as I don't use it. Ottery Road 
 is dangerous for walkers near Green Lane junction. Speed humps in Wells Avenue would 
 be useful. 
212. I don't think the train service is bad. I use it regularly and it works well. I think a safe footpath 
 all the  way along Ottery Road as far as Green Lane is a greater priority than one between Old 
 and New Village due to speed of traffic on Ottery Road. 
213. I think a cycle path to Ottery and beyond should be supported in any way possible. Children 
 going to King's could cycle safely to school and it would encourage families to exercise and 
 spend time together. Many families I know do not cycle at all because it is too dangerous on 
 the lanes. 
214. And everywhere for statement 2. 
215. Safer footpaths/cycle paths and roads would encourage residents to use car less. No public 
 transport available to Cullompton. Or Exeter as start/finish on my times. 
216. Roads in and out of Feniton are completely inadequate for house expansion. They are a 
 disaster waiting to happen. 
217. Statement 7 (3) as long as making a path does not destroy the 'country' feel of the area. 
218. Driving around the village is so hazardous as cars are parked on corners, meaning you risk 
 crashing into oncoming cars. I hardly ever use the train, although I would if the timetable was 
 improved. Same goes for the bus. We wouldn't need two cars then, so less cost for us. More 
 safe foot paths are definitely needed. 
219. Statement 2 People choose to park on the street instead of their driveways for convenience 
which  causes parking issues. Parking is a major issue in Feniton due to this. Children's safety is greatly 
 compromised due to this. 
220. A safe footpath is needed but without taking out hedgerows. Maybe a one-way system in 
 Broad Road and Green Lane. 
221. Some of our train services have been lost since Cranbrook brought about the changes to the 
 timetable. Why should Feniton suffer as a result? The road into Feniton from the A30 is too 
 narrow to support a village of its size. 
222. A bus to Exeter and return would be good. 
223. Hourly stops rather than 2 hourly would be a great help. Q2 especially in the Old Village. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Social, Leisure and Communications 

 This section covered a wide range of potential topics and just over half (54%) considered that there 

is a need to improve community facilities. 13% of respondents were concerned with highway issues, 

especially grass verges, car parking and dog mess. However, 11% considered that there were 

sufficient facilities within the parish. 

 

 Social, Leisure and Communications Table 
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 Sufficient 
facilities 

New Village Hall 
or 
amalgamation 
of facilities and 
other 
improvements 
required 

Grass Verges/ 
hedges and 
car parking 
require 
attention 
(dogs) 

Concerns/don't 
know Total 

17 81 19 34 151 

11% 54% 13% 23%  

 

 

 

Social, leisure and Communications 

  

1. For new incomers into the villages it takes time to settle in, i.e. older persons to young 
person’s area etc., but most people understand that. 

2. The removal of Feniton's tennis courts and not replaced elsewhere is a disgrace. 
3. The village hall ought to be demolished and rebuilt to provide a modern building capable of 

supporting modern activities. 
4. I would prefer the village hall and youth club to be amalgamated into one good building 

more appropriate to all groups. 
5. Already a football pitch, cricket pitch, QEII, Green area, small park. 
6. Green spaces for children currently not maintained. 
7. Parking by the youth club happens often. It should not happen. 
8. Grass verges should be used for parking. 
9. Grass verges should be regularly cut. 
10. Hedges should be regularly pruned. 
11. It is about time that the people in authority stood up to the cretins at Wain homes. Flood 

the Wain homes chairman's house and gardens. 
12. More outlets for the elderly, plus better quality facilities than are currently available. Sports 

and Social Club and Nog Inn, for example. 
13. Playing parts are useless (particularly QEII). 
14. Distinct lack of police on the streets once in a while. Council tax: we overpay by far. 
15. Safe places are required for the children in the village. The two parks are extremely 

inadequate. There is nothing for the older children, i.e. Skate Park etc. 
16. There is a need for an area where dogs can exercise off their leads. 
17. More opportunities for young children, i.e.  Better park, Skate Park for older children, etc. 

Youth centre to be put to better use for the children. 
18. We need to look after the youngsters. QEII could this not be developed and youth club 

restarted. Could we not share a youth worker with Ottery St Mary? 
19. Sadly I do think the village, due to its location and ease of access to motorways etc. has 

become a small dormitory village with most people not choosing to socialise here. There is 
potential for a decent social hub to survive and thrive in the future with the costs of 
travelling increasing. 

20. Parks need to be better cut and grass cleared. A more central youth hub could be explored 
or open up current youth centre access from Louvigny Close. 
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21. This survey is only being given to those over 18 years. As it is a 15-year plan, should it not 
include at least 16 and 17 year olds? 

22. We have open fields and green spaces to enjoy which are natural and our rural lanes. 
23. I feel we have very good social and sports in the village if people wish to join in. 
24. Any such [green] space would turn into a dog walking area and not suitable for mixed use. 

Where's the policing? 
25. We need a decent pub instead of the scruffy one in place now. 
26. [Q1] Better information from you on what services are available. 
27. [Q3] Access for all including dogs. Assistance dogs are becoming more part of our lives so 

need a secure area to exercise them. Dogs need to socialise with other dogs and free run. 
They are part of family life and go on family outings. Area needed close to play areas (fenced 
off). 

28. Better communication within the village. Not everyone buys the parish magazine. 
29. Board needed at each end of the village showing footpaths, places of interest, facilities. 
30. Views and needs risk going round in circles. There has been a tennis court suggested. We 

had a double court. It was hardly used then some clown built 70 houses on it! Two years 
ago, everyone wanted a skate park. Thankfully it wasn't built as no-one seems to want it 
now. 

31. It has been suggested recently that a youth club may be a good idea. At least that would be 
a cheap option by using the very underused youth centre at the QEII. It would be almost 
self-funding by subs, with a few bob from Feniton Fun Day. Feniton always has been very 
insular within itself so difficulty has been found trying to run youth club, brownies, guides, 
beavers, cubs, scouts, all of which have been and gone through lack of leaders.  

32. For the seniors we have Wednesday, Craft, History, Woodcutter, MU and WI. I doubt very 
much if anyone goes to any two of these. The club has all manner of activities including a 
dinner club on Fridays. Again, it’s the same faces at each with few crossing the imaginary 
line into another area. 

33. We know all of these would enhance the village (old/new) but we still need to think about 
the increase of traffic on existing roads. 

34. All of these are good for Feniton residents. I love Feniton and would hate to see the 
community go the way of so many dormitory villages. 

35. [Q3] To include areas for dog owners. Where can we let our dog off their leads? 
36. We have youth centre which took a lot of fund raising to get but only seems to be used a 

small amount to what it used to be. Why can we not use it more? 
37. Our youth centre could be turned into a community day centre for all. We are lucky to have 

sports centre. How about a gym with help from DCC to help with health for all? 
38. [Q3] This should be a dog-free area. 
39. The perfect site for a large green space/park would be the existing playing field when the 

cricket pitch has been moved! Feniton is the only village I know that that there are no 
facilities to let your dog off for a run. My daughter lives in town and there are plenty of large 
open green spaces!!! 

40. Mobile phone coverage still patchy and very weak in some areas. 
41. A large "green space" for dogs to be able to play/walk safely would be good as nowhere 

local at present and dog bins in area too are needed. 
42. Statement 4 What like Wain homes! Where's the playground! 
43. Statement 5 I can't express an opinion because I don't know. My current activities (VIIIA, 

NADFAS) take me outside Feniton. The situation may change when I am no longer able to 
drive. 

44. I have found Feniton very "cliquey" to get into a & fear unless you were born here you are 
viewed as an outsider. 
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45. Upon moving into the Wain homes development I felt ostracized and excluded with signs 
on the vicarage notice board and around the village with anti Wain homes slogans. 

46. For any future developments, by all means lobby the developers to achieve the best for the 
village, but the slogans and notes do not invite "newcomers" to the village to feel part of 
the village. 

47. Any new development should be required to address the needs of additional classrooms in 
the school and sewage/flood impact on the current overloaded system. 

48. Parish affairs - not enough events advertised not enough groups published. Need to reach 
out towards elderly occupants. 

49. Cycle path would make a vast difference and would encourage people to exercise regularly. 
Events better advertised bringing back community together. 

50. I don't even know what a parish affair is so there you go. 
51. The facilities at the main playing field (by the youth centre) would benefit from being 

improved / better maintained. 
52. Honiton & Ottery need better facilities for swimming. Bigger better leisure parks - look at 

Teignmouth Play Park – amazing. 
53. A new better playground for children. 
54. Future development will make improved infrastructure more justified. 
55. Maybe instead of building houses on camp field it is turned into a recreation area. 
56. The village appears to want "big village" services without allowing the population to grow. 

It's incompatible. 
57. The parks we currently have little to be desired. There are many schemes elsewhere which 

have much more appeal for all ages. 
58. Need more activities etc. for older children such as a club, and sport activities that could be 

located in the current Youth Centre (should be called a Community Centre). The parks we 
have are basic, much more imagination could be put into these area. 

59. I'm not clear about use of green spaces other than for sport. I certainly do not believe that 
young people would arrive to congregate in a field, other than for sport or for nefarious 
reasons having worked in Secondary education for 30 years! 

60. We really need a better play area and park. 
61. We have not been in Feniton long, but really enjoy the area. Not all the aspects of the survey 

were easy to answer because of this, but some aspects are very clear even to those who, 
like us, have only recently become residents. We have therefore answered this survey as 
helpfully as we can. 

62. It would be good to have more takeaway restaurants another pub that serves food. A bigger 
shop i.e. Co-op., Tesco Metro etc. 

63. A meadow area where kids could learn about wildlife and plants would give something to 
do and also preserve areas as they should be. 

64. Kids could get involved creating bird feeders, making hedgehog houses etc. 
65. The land that the attenuation tanks are on should be completed as per appeal decision and 

then incorporated into the QEII play area. 
66. The existing cricket field area - this green field area used by the school and FSSC now would 

be a perfect place for the village park, community area and "HUB" meeting place building in 
the future, depending on the land owners "Strategic Land Partnership" intentions for future 
development. 

67. If Strategic Land Partnership - who own the land FSSC is on or the cricket field, decide to 
make FSSC move the club house up to the ground near the changing rooms, they may have 
plans to build on the cricket field or brown site where FSSC is now. They may also use this 
area as a carrot, to give the land to the village or school in lieu of planning permission at 
Ottery Road. Who knows what they will do? If the parish council or FSSC owned the land 
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then the area would make a great place for a new community HUB building and a new park 
area could be developed 

68. Statement 4 - isn't this obvious? 
69. We need to encourage the younger (25-40+) to get involved with the community facilities 

or our unique village feeling will be lost. We're all getting older. 
70. More for the youngsters to do. 
71. There should be more encouragement for younger people to participate in local affairs. 
72. Too few people seem to be interested in local affairs. A spirit of community should be 

developed. 
73. Could be better. 
74. We already have facilities in the village for cricket, football and bowls. There is improvement 

work being carried out on the sports field (which is open to all). The QEII play area is under 
used and the skate park for which funds have been raised has not materialised. At a recent 
AGM for the Village Fun Day (which raises and distributes £1000 P.A.) only 5 people turned 
up. The Bowls Club is short of one committee member. Where are the people who want to 
be involved in village life and parish affairs?? 

75. With regard to provision of large community park, I don't observe much use being made of 
the two parks we have at present. 

76. Good. 
77. Statement 3 - it will be a dog-s toilet just like the green behind me. 
78. A good pub-restaurant would be good in Feniton, not only for social and leisure for residents 

but for employment also. 
79. I think we have one too many community buildings now the church has expanded its use. 

My choice of the one to go to would be Queen Elizabeth Hall. An ideal situation would be a 
joint Sports & Social facility with a Youth Club. I also think we need to keep the old cricket 
field as a green space for community use (see also comment in Environment section). 

80. Question 1 - another "loaded question", question 3 there's already the sports fields. 
81. Statement 5 - how do we get people to volunteer for this apart from Parish magazine. 
82. Community facilities won't make up for the reality that new Feniton is a dull place. 

Statement 2 - church deleted. 
83. The Nog is not a great asset for the village but it has got that potential if realised. Couldn't 

we start a conversation with Mike to see if some locals could help improve the place - help 
decorate, events? 

84. 3 See comment under "environment" page. 
85. The parks in the village are not appropriate for children of all ages and the facilities are not 

on a par with other parks locally. 
86. Existing community buildings could possibly be improved. Maybe long term thinking about 

one large community building rather than several separate buildings? 
87. We should protect the green spaces we have. 
88. If the community needs more green space, why it is the cricket pitch wasn't bought on 

compulsory purchase!! 
89. Community orchard and more allotments. 
90. I'm not sure if there is one, but a newsletter that informs about the changes would be swell. 
91. The green space is hard to place in the parish Escot is an open park. 
92. Better park/play area for children needed. The parks are poor and not maintained properly. 

Was disappointed when moved here with young children. 
93. A tennis court netball/basketball for all ages. 
94. Football and cricket - both quite male orientated sports. So what about a tennis court again! 

This was taken away for housing. A sport for the whole family!! 
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95. There is a good social life in the village but this depends on a good community "feel". Size is 
an issue here. If the new developments are home to commuters, how will they become 
integrated into that sense of belonging? 

96. Statement 1. Feniton has always had a thriving sport ethos. Wonderful village!! All sorts of 
sport available especially football, cricket etc. 

97. Need more. 
98. 3 - provision of a park/green space is very important. 
99. One or two well maintained and well used buildings for social activities would be better than 

several under used ones. How many times has the existing Play Park been vandalised and 
had to be repaired?? There needs to be a way of protecting any public space and/or 
identifying culprits/parents and pushing/recouping cost from them! 

100. I gather there are plans to build a new sports and social club, this will probably answer 
 many of the requirements for social / meeting rooms. 

101. My children ask for the cricket nets to remain and for grass tennis courts or at least a 
 net!! 

102. Is there a sports centre, gym? A park would be great. 
103. We really do need to keep our green space etc. Like the current cricket pitch it’s fairly 

 central and the  school really do need this. Don't let them build on it please 
104. The village would benefit hugely from the local public house being upgraded from its 

 present eyesore with abysmal service to one that offers food and drink and offers 
 facilities for children that would allow families to socialise instead of travelling outside 
 of the village. Village life would be massively  improved!! 

105. A community green space may help to bring back a sense of community that appears 
 to have diminished over the years. 

106. Any future development should have a price to pay i.e. no houses without advantages 
 given to village  i.e. tennis courts 

107. Tennis courts should be reinstated - travesty we lost them. Update and add to Youth 
 Centre allowing extra rooms and extra height to hall for sports on the lines of Whimple 
 Village or West Hill Village Hall.  Outdoor play equipment enhanced too. 

108. There is quite a range of activities available for children already, but less so for 
 teenagers.  However,  a general non-specific youth group is not always the best way 
 forwards and should not be seen as a  general panacea. Inclusion, at an appropriate 
 level, in sports and hobby clubs might be better on a number of levels. The larger 
 a community gets, the harder it is to involve everyone so the dynamic is  different 
 and people may need more encouragement/invitation to join in and do things for 
 ourselves. 

109. 5. I take/read the Parish Magazine regularly and note there is not a large attendance 
 at the P. Council meetings - it seems that Feniton is very lucky in having a smallish 
 hard-core of people who "do the work" - plus a number of "special interest" 
 organisations that people could join. 

110. While agreeing with so much that would be desirable - there is the thought "but where 
 are we going  to put it?" - There is only so much acreage. And we need better road 
 access - but that means road  widening/improvement - which in turn would bring 
 more "short-cut" traffic - and then where is the  "rural" environment? Oh dear! I 
 have gone on more than I intended. 

111. 5 The Sports & Social Club and cricket space is used well especially on Feniton Fun 
 Day. 

112. All essential to keep the identity of a village. 
113. Q1 - More advertising for the clubs/provisions currently available. Haven't there been 

 clubs in the past that have ceased due to lack of attendance? Q4- BEFORE any building 
 takes place? 
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114. One thing that lets Feniton down is the state of the play areas, Green areas, Benches 
 AND LOCAL DOG OWNERS NOT CLEANING UP AFTER THEIR DOG. 

115. It's awful! We regularly take walks around the village with our child and the paths are 
 covered in dog  mess more should be done. Respect our village and respect everyone 
 who lives here. 

116. Young people are the future of the village. Their views are very important. It would 
 be nice to encourage a couple of younger people on the parish council. 

117. The youth centre should be made the community centre. It could incorporate a 
 doctor's surgery or be used by various organisations. Car parking could be on the 
 spare land at Wain homes. They have given to the village and this is their opportunity 
 to things right. 

118. Statement 5 - Opportunities yes.  Encouragement -  no -  'Cliques' abound. 
119. Statement 1 - Investigate the need first. Statement 3 - Somewhere for dog walking. 

 Statement 4 - IS THIS NOT A GIVEN! 
120. How about installing a green gym like the ones in Ottery and Exmouth? 
121. Statement 3 - So long as it doesn't alter the environment as it is now. 
122. Have noticed that loads of people do not know the existence of the parish magazine. 

 Would be nice to have a market sometime Also a car boot sale involving the people 
 of Feniton to do in front of their own house with no traffic for a few hours. 

123. The parks and play areas for children need updating and maintained more often. 
124. Scope for improvement with provision of a central social complex within the village 
125. There are plenty and enough facilities for the young. How about the elderly. They 

 don't seem to matter, do they? 
126. The needs of the elderly should also be considered. 
127. The social club needs to be updated/moved. This could allow space for the school. 
128. More needed. 
129. To keep the playing fields for the school. 
130. Events, clubs and activities in the parish and surroundings are not 

 promoted/advertised widely enough. More needs to be available outside working 
 hours e.g. crafts. 

131. Has a café been considered? It could be a great social hub where people of all ages 
 could gather over coffee, lunch and tea? 

132. The need of a new play area park for all ages would keep kids off the roads/pavements 
 with bikes. Park has gone downhill over the past ten years - no provision for small 
 children to play safely or tarmac area for ball games, scooters. 

133. You have to make your own mind on various facility or not and who is going to repair 
 and upkeep of such buildings. 

134. Within the life time of this questionnaire most of the current young people will 
 become adults.  Hopefully still within the village and taking an active part. 

135. It would be lovely to have a space to walk/play with dogs with waste bins. Due to local 
 area being farming it hard to let dog off leads. I would be happy to pay towards a place 
 to run dogs please. 

136. There are plenty of green spaces, playing fields, play area. 
137. We had tennis courts once, no more! 
138. Need to maintain annual events maintain links with neighbouring villages keep 

 Feniton's identity reinstall the tennis courts. 
139. The village hall needs updating or even rebuilding to make it a modern, fit-for-purpose 

 building. Consideration should be given for a new hall centrally located. 
140. The existing park needs improvement. It is sparse and windswept. Even some simple 

 things like bushes, hiding places, picnic bench, football goals would help. 
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141. I think a community green space such as an orchard or nature area would be very 
 welcome. Possibly funded by development on National Lottery grant. We have a 
 wealth of wildlife such as dormice, hedgehogs and bats and we should promote the 
 conservation of these species and the habitats that they depend on. 

142. I consider the current playground adjacent to the allotments to be very poor in terms 
 of the range of  equipment and quality of that present. This is made worse by the 
 number of young children in the village - they have nowhere to play. Most towns and 
 villages have fantastic play areas now with many incorporating areas of natural play 
 which are likely to be relatively less expensive to install and maintain. This should be 
 a priority given how many children of primary school age live in Feniton. If 
 children have a safe well-equipped play area, they will use it. If they don't, they play 
 on the streets and are in danger of traffic accidents. 

143. Statement 3: I thought we had one next to social club area. 
144. Statement 5: and don't expect to be spoon fed all the time. 
145. I would love an occasional bus to take me up to the theatre in Bristol and Bath. 
146. A fully functioning youth centre /village hall/gym would encourage our young people 

 to stay here.  
147. A family friendly pub would be great as currently social club and Nog Inn are not family 

 friendly. 
148. Roads in and out of Feniton are completely inadequate for house expansion. They are 

 a disaster waiting to happen. 
149. Statement 7 (3) as long as making a path does not destroy the 'country' feel of the 

 area. 
150. Driving around the village is so hazardous as cars are parked on corners, meaning you 

 risk crashing  into oncoming cars. I hardly ever use the train, although I would if the 
 timetable was improved. Same  goes for the bus. We wouldn't need two cars then, so 
 less cost for us. More safe foot paths are definitely needed. 

151. Statement 2 People choose to park on the street instead of their driveways for 
 convenience which causes parking issues. Parking is a major issue in Feniton due to 
 this. Children's safety is greatly compromised due to this. 
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APPENDIX 2. 

Public Events Engaging with Feniton Parishioners since the start of the Neighbourhood Plan 

Process. 

 
 
Feniton Parish Council resolved to develop a Neighbourhood Plan at its meeting on 12 May 2014. An 
application for Designation of a Neighbourhood Area was submitted to East Devon District Council 
(EDDC) on 18 July 2014 under the provisions of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 
2012. 
 
East Devon District Council undertook the appropriate consultations and advertisements and 
approved the application at its Cabinet meeting on 3 September 2014. 
  
At its meeting on 8 September 2014 Feniton Parish Council resolved (inter alia) to appoint a 
Consultant to advise on appropriate steps and arrange a public meeting to present the Council’s 
proposals and seek volunteers to assist in the preparation of the Plan. This meeting was advertised 
in the Parish magazine, on the Parish Council noticeboards in the village and on notices in Feniton 
post office and the local convenience store (Spar). 
 
On 16 October 2014 this public meeting was held in the Village Hall attended by 26 members of the 
public from amongst whom a number volunteered to join parish councillors and the local District 
Councillor in forming a steering group to prepare a draft Neighbourhood Plan. The first meeting of 
the Steering Group took place on 20 November to set out an action plan. 
 
The first public consultation event took place at the St. Andrews Fair – an annual pre -Christmas fair 
in the village school organised by the school PTA and St. Andrews Church. Members of the steering 
group attended a stall to explain the concept of a Neighbourhood Plan, answer questions and seek 
the views of those attending the fair.  
 
A notice was delivered to all households in December 2014, again informing residents of the 
intention to develop a Neighbourhood Plan and inviting them to a Consultation Day on 13 January 
2015. This notice was also posted on the Parish council noticeboards, in the village shops (as before) 
and on the Parish Council website 
 
The first public Consultation Day was held in Feniton Village Hall on Tuesday 13 January 2015.  A 
large banner advertising the event was placed outside the Village Hall on the Consultation day to 
attract the attention of passers – by. 
 
 Despite inclement weather approximately 100 members of the public attended the afternoon and 
evening sessions. Copies of the previous Village Plan, copies of the relevant legislation and copies of 
approved Neighbourhood Plans from other areas were displayed as background information. 
 
The event presented five stations or display areas each with a different theme: 
 
Station one presented the broad concept of a Neighbourhood Plan with details of the legislative 
framework, examples of Neighbourhood Plans in other areas, and copies of the previous Feniton 
Village Plan indicating the difference between that document and the proposed Neighbourhood 
Plan. 
 



__________________________________________________________________________________
____________ 

Feniton Neighbourhood Plan Resident Survey Analysis Report {Page 74} 
 

Station two was an exhibition of Feniton life including a historical perspective of the parish and its 
changes over time. 
 
Station three sought the views of the public on their “Vision” for Feniton with the opportunity for 
attendees to engage in discussion with the members of the Steering Group and write down their 
vision of Feniton over the next 15 years. 
 
Station four gave attendees the opportunity express their specific hopes/concerns on a number of 
issues. A pro - forma was available for these hopes/concerns to be codified for later analysis. 
 
Station five gave an electronically generated visual display summarizing the purpose and prospects 
for the proposed Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
It was noted that the majority of the attendees were adults over the age of 40 – possibly because of 
the timing of the event, its location and the inclement weather. 
 
A second public consultation meeting was arranged for 21st March 2015. Once again a leaflet was 
circulated to all properties in the parish, including a tear – off strip to allow those unable to attend to 
express their views. The event was again advertised in the village shops, on the Parish Council 
website, at the school and on local notice boards. Comments received at the first consultation 
indicated that a short summary sheet of proposals would be helpful and this was provided. This 
advised of options for making written comments and/or e-mail responses to the Parish Council. . 
 
The second consultation meeting was held on Saturday 21st March in Feniton C of E Primary School. 
The timing and location were designed to ensure maximum opportunity for local residents to attend 
(the school being located at the heart of the main residential area of the parish). The format 
followed that of the previous meeting and again much valuable comment was obtained, both 
verbally and in the more than 60 written feedback forms. 
 
It was pleasing to note that of the more than 150 attendees most were younger adults and families 
 
The comments and “vision” statements from both meetings and the written responses were collated 
and analysed for use in preparation of the formal questionnaire circulated later in the year. 
 
In May 2015 letters were sent to landowners in the parish advising them of the preparation of the 
Draft Neighbourhood Plan, seeking any views they may have. 
 
A further opportunity for public comment was offered on 5th July 2015 when the Steering group set 
up a stand at the Feniton Funday – an annual village event at the main sports field adjoining the 
village school. Comments provided at that event were taken into account when drafting of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire was undertaken.  
 
In November 2015 a questionnaire, informed by comments obtained during the early consultation 
process, was delivered to every adult resident of the parish. To encourage response all recipients 
were advised that any return carrying the name of the respondent would be entered in a prize draw, 
though it was made clear that unsigned responses would be considered  in exactly the same way as 
signed responses and that all data and comments would be collated and analysed without reference 
to any named individual. Responses were requested by 30 November 2015.  
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Of the 1730 questionnaires delivered 610 were returned (43% of the adult population over 18) 
though it should be noted that a number were stated to be on behalf of all adults in a household 
rather than individual returns as requested. 
 
An analysis of the questionnaire responses was considered a part of the base evidence in compiling 
the Draft Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
As required by European and UK legislation a Sustainability Scoping Report was prepared by the 
Steering Group. This was forwarded to the Statutory Consultees by EDDC. 
 
It was confirmed by EDDC that a Habitat Regulations Screening Report would not be required for The 
Neighbourhood Plan, the assessment already made by East Devon District Council being sufficient. 
  
Throughout the preparation period regular contact was maintained with East Devon District Council 
– particularly as during this period the Emerging Local Plan was under review, revision and 
Examination in Public and it was essential to maintain conformity with emerging Plan Policies. (The 
new East Devon Local Plan was adopted on 26 January 2016). 
 
The Parish council was also mindful of the Decision and Reasons given in Planning Appeal 
APP/U1105/A/13/2191905 given on 7th April 2014, which considered 4 appeals against refusal to 
grant permission for major housing developments in the Parish. 
 
Regular updates on the progress of the Plan preparation were provided by: 
 
Minutes of the Parish Council meetings provided on the PC website, posted on village notice boards 
and displayed in the local Post Office and Spar shop (example at Appendix A12 ) 
 
The NP newsletter published online by EDDC 
   
 Briefing notes on the Parish Council website with appropriate links (example at Appendix A 13) 
 
 Briefing notes in the Parish Magazine (example at Appendix A14) 
 
Information on the District Councillor’s blog (https://susiebond.wordpess.com). 
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Appendix 3 

Detailed interviews conducted by Val Jones. 

 

Val Jones interviewed a number of important local residents to allow a personal view of the village 

and these are shown below. These are personal views and no attempt has been made to analyse or 

interpret their opinions. They add to the huge amount of data now available to help the 

Neighbourhood Plan to move forward. 

 

Steven Board 

Age Group:  35-50 

Lived in Feniton all his life (his daughter, Jess, is the 5th generation of Boards to live in Feniton) 

Has run his own carpentry business for the past 12 years 

 

Steve’s view of the past 

Steve grew up in the village, living in Mount View in the new village.  He went to Feniton Play Group, 

following on to Feniton Primary School and also attended Feniton Sunday School.. 

He recalls that there was a lot to do in the village with Feniton Cubs which was Brigadier Acland’s 

Scout Pack which was held at the Youth Centre by the QE2 play area.   

School was open in the summer holidays by volunteers allowing the children to use the pool and 

playground. 

All the children took part in the carnivals and he remembers the Feniton Sports Day, a fore-runner to 

Feniton Fun Day, and which was held in the new QE2 area.  There was never a charge to go in and all 

the events were free. 

Steve trained with the football club and cricket club as did many children of his era. 

The village had fewer cars and was much safer from a traffic point of view. Feniton was a friendly 

community where everyone knew most people. 

The area that Acland Park now occupies is the land that Brigadier Acland gave to the village for 

football and cricket.  There were also tennis courts there which were never reinstated after the land 

was used for building. 

He can remember Mr Gardiner who had the market garden along Ottery Road and Steve would be 

sent down to get the vegetables for the family meals.  

 

Steve’s view on the present 

He thinks the building of the Signals on the old railways sidings was a good idea as it tidied up an 

area of derelict land. 
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Traffic has built up over the years and with the increase in cars ownership, Steve says there is not 

.enough parking space, with a lot of houses having 2 or 3 cars each. 

He also feels that a lot of the care has left park of the estate.  When he was growing up the gardens 

were tidy and people took a pride in them, but now everyone seems so busy they do not have time 

to keep their gardens tidy as well as a lot of rented properties. 

He still feels it is a very nice place to live. 

Steve’s take on the future 

He would like to see more parking spaces given to any new houses that are built to allow more off-

road parking and so reduce the number of cars parked on the road. 

Regarding development, he believes there will be more development but would like to see more 

sympathetic building with some nicer larger homes.  He’d like to think that Feniton will move on 

from mass housing.   He thinks that some up-market houses would bring more prosperity to the 

village.  He would rather see a small development of say 10 houses be built at any one time.   

He thinks as well that if Feniton has to have any development, the village should benefit and one 

very useful project would be a footbridge over the railway. 

Steve would not like to see the two villages joined and feels it is important to keep the country lanes.  

He also does not want to see the Devon banks and hedges ripped out. 

He would love to think that one day the greenhouse site at Burlands Mead would once again be a 

market garden.  He also thinks it could suitable for school use where children could learn about 

growing things.  A local market garden, like the one Mr and Mrs Gardener used to run would be a 

welcome return. 

As someone who runs his own business, Steve feels there should be opportunities for work in the 

area.  Regarding commercial development he doesn’t think the road to Talaton is suitable for the 

large vehicles that go to the industrial estate at Talewater and would like to see any commercial 

development situated elsewhere.  He believes that in time Beechwood will be developed.  

The school needs to be larger to facilitate the population of children. 

In his opinion the school will need to be extended for Feniton to survive.  He would like to see a 

room built on the side of the school for community use.  This could be used for local meetings, clubs 

or any other community use when needed as well as the village hall. 

Other suggestions he has for the future include banning parking near the school because of the 

congestion and danger it causes, street lights and the railway car park lights should be turned off at 

night as they cause unnecessary light pollution and a better railway service should be provided for 

Feniton. 

 

Mike and Rose-Marie Davies 

Landlords of the Nog Inn 

Age Group; Over 65 

Lived in Feniton from 1979 (36 years) 
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Mike and Rose-Marie's take on Feniton in the past 

When they first took over the Nog Inn, the village was busy and vibrant.   It was a good community 

with lots of people around.   Everybody seemed to know each other and it seemed like everyone 

knew where they came from. 

There was a lot of activity going on.   The carnival days were in full swing and everyone seemed to be 

involved. 

At the Nog Inn there was crib, euchre, darts, skittles and pool.   Dances were a regular feature and 

Joan Daniels played the piano at busy Christmases. 

It was a good village life. 

The area, known as Sidmouth Junction, consisted of the older houses associated with the railway 

and the early development of Feniton Gardens, Lincoln Close, Ely Close and Mount View and High 

View.   The estates of The Signals, The Burlands, Acland Park and Louvigny Close had not been built. 

 

Mike and Rose-Marie's take on the future 

There is no doubt that traffic has increased because of more development and there is also a lot 

more through traffic caused by more development at Payhembury.   Lorries have to get into the 

village for deliveries.   There are often 4 or 5 very large lorries, with trailers, a day going towards 

Talaton from Ottery Road posing a huge problem getting around the corner by the Nog Inn and the 

railway bridge further down. 

Mike and Rose-Marie would like to see a general speed limit of 30mph from Feniton's boundary to 

the main road with a 20mph limit around the estate and built-up area.   They said they had 

witnessed cars speeding down the Colestocks Road towards the station and almost taking 

off as they crossed the railway lines.  Mike also suggested a one-way system to Feniton Old 

Village, possibly going via Station Road and Broad Road to the village and back up Green 

Lane to come back to Sidmouth Junction.  He felt this may help ease the situation as Station 

Road, Broad Road and Green Lane were very narrow, with the difficulty of taking two-way 

traffic. 

Rose-Marie is involved in the running of the Youth Centre and she said it is being used a lot 

more now since the Playgroup moved to the School.   Funding to build the Youth Centre was 

raised years ago by the carnivals etc.   She suggested that the Youth Centre could be used as 

a community hall which could have the advantage of being a medical centre as well.   The 

possibility of it being enlarged was an option which should be discussed with the adjoining 

land owners and developers. 

On public transport Mike said that half the train service had been lost.   The bus service had 

more or less remained the same, although the well-used bus to Taunton on a Saturday had 

been stopped and would-be travellers now have to go to Gittisham to catch it. 
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Mike and Rose-Marie felt it was important to keep the playing fields as children needed 

somewhere to play sport and physical exercise was very important these days.   They felt 

the playing fields should be given village green status. 

 

They confirmed that a skatepark should stay on the agenda as far as facilities for children 

was concerned.   However more facilities were needed for young people, such as a Youth 

Club and they would support any plans for more activities in this area. 

They emphasised that Feniton could not grow any more, as the doctors’ surgery and school 

were at capacity. 

They said that many people living in Feniton had grown up there.   As they saw it, young 

people moved out to start with but once they had their families they tended to come back 

here to live which kept a cohesion to the village. 

Flooding; they were mostly aware of the flooding that had taken place along Talaton Road.   

They said the drains were old and much of the problem was down to the council who failed 

to keep them clear enough. 

One regret they had was that the area of Sidmouth Junction had not kept its name, but had 

been given Feniton as an address in the 1970s.   However, they were pleased that the Nog 

Inn was still known as Sidmouth Junction, by some organisations.  

 

Jayne Blackmore 

Age Group: 50-65 

Flood Warden and Parish Councillor 

Retired Neonatal Nurse 

Lived in Feniton 49 years 

 

Jayne’s view of the past 

Jayne came to live in Feniton at the newly built Feniton Gardens at Sidmouth Junction when she was 

8.  She was one of the new intake at the newly built Primary School which replaced the school in 

Feniton Old Village. 

The school was very small in pupil numbers because Jayne’s family house in Exeter Close was one of 

the first houses to be built on the new estate.  There were open fields all around. 

Because of the relatively small population of Feniton, or Sidmouth Junction as it was known at the 

time, people got to know their neighbours very quickly. A Christmas party was arranged every year 

and each child had a Christmas present.  
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Over the years Jayne witnessed Feniton and the school grow considerably.  It stayed fairly friendly as 

the population increased, but over time it became less friendly and people didn’t get to know each 

other as they had before. 

The Youth Centre was one of the main projects in the early days and the annual village carnivals 

were organised to raise funds for the community centre.  All the parents helped with the carnival. 

There was always plenty to do in Feniton with Brownies, Guides and the Youth Club.  There were 

also discos and dances at the Nog Inn. 

The two tennis courts which were on Station Road, opposite Feniton Gardens, were well used. 

However, these were lost as an amenity in the village when Acland Park was built in the 1990s.  

Despite promises by the developers to reinstate them, they were never replaced. 

The re-opening of the train station happened in the 1970s although Jayne has rarely used it. Public 

transport has always been a problem in the village, despite the train station being re-opened, as the 

service provided is inadequate and expensive.  

Looking back, Jayne feels that Feniton has lost its cohesiveness as it grew bigger. 

 

Jayne’s view of the present 

Jayne likes living in Feniton. It is close to the sea, Ottery St Mary, Honiton and Exeter.  She would not 

want to live in a big town.  She met and married a local farmer and they settled in the village. 

Jayne became very involved in the flooding problems of Feniton, after the serious flood of 2008 

when she, along with many others, saw the contents of their homes completely destroyed.  Many 

people were out of their homes for 6-12 months. 

It was after another serious flood in 2012 that the flood warden scheme was set up.  Jayne was 

instrumental in starting the scheme under the aegis of the Parish Council and she co-ordinates the 

activities of the flood warden volunteers.  The scheme provides an early warning system of potential 

flooding and volunteers monitor areas of the village which are prone to flooding.  Jayne liaises with 

the Environment Agency and organises training sessions for the volunteers in the village.  She also 

offers advice to other communities who are struggling with flooding issues.  

Jayne points out that Feniton has historically had a flooding problem, but she believes it was made 

worse by inappropriate development (including the most recent development at Winchester Park) 

over a forty-year period. At the time of writing (September 2015),  Feniton awaits a flood alleviation 

scheme which is due to start imminently.  

Jayne feels that Feniton has grown rapidly over a number of years with no cohesion between house 

styles, which has led to her view that the village has lost its sense of identity. 

Despite feeling that she doesn’t know as many people in the village as she used to, Jayne still loves 

living in Feniton. 

 

Jayne’s take on the future 

Jayne is adamant that she wants Feniton to stay as a rural village and that farmland should be 

protected.  She accepts that we do need development but the flood scheme must be proved to work 
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first.  Any development, in Jayne’s view, needs to be on a small scale and to blend in, to keep the 

character of the village.  She would prefer to see any development on brownfield sites rather than 

on good quality agricultural land.  She says it is well known that the land at Sidmouth Junction is the 

best agricultural land in East Devon.  She also feels it is important to preserve our rural village.  

 

She would like to see more activities and interests for the youngsters.  The youth centre could be put 

to better use instead of the young people hanging around the streets. 

Transport needs improving with a better train service and more buses to Honiton, Ottery and Exeter, 

although Jayne appreciates that the train service is unlikely to improve now that Cranbrook has 

come on stream. 

She would like to see village looking tidier.  Because of financial cutbacks, grass is not being cut and 

this has attracted weeds. 

She thinks that the provision of a medical centre would be useful, particularly for the elderly, but 

appreciates that this is unlikely to happen. 

On the subject of the roads, Jayne thinks speeding needs to be calmed from 30 to 20 mph.  Parking 

needs to be sorted out as parking on the pavements means that people have to walk in the road and 

this is particularly dangerous for mothers with prams. 

Jayne would not like to see the roads widened as they are country lanes and in her words “we live in 

the country”.  She wants Feniton to remain a rural village and not become a dormitory settlement 

for Exeter. 

 

Gary Grove 
Age Group:  21-35 
Married with a young family 
Store Manager at the Spar Shop 

Helps with the New Life Church in Ottery 
Plays for Feniton 2nd Football Team 
Has lived in Feniton all his life 

Gary’s view of the past 

Gary has lived in Feniton all his life and says that it was a nice place to grow up.  There was always 
plenty to do and Gary belonged to the Scouts and played football.   

The village was quiet and there was no drinking or drugs for youngsters to get involved with.  He 
believes that Feniton Football Club really helped by giving youngsters something to do and they 
provided teams from ages ranging from under 8’s to men’s football. 

He went to Feniton Primary School and Kings School.   

He says it was a quiet little village but that it has got busier over the years.  Growing up he always 
thought the village was tidy and well kept.  He remembers the tennis courts which were lost to 
development when Acland Park was built and which were never replaced.   

It was always a very friendly village where everyone knew everyone and said hello as they walked 
past.  Feniton Fun Day was a good village event which everyone looked forward to.  Gary said that as 
a child, he couldn’t wait for Fun Day as there was so much happening.  He regrets it is not now as big 
as it used to be. 



__________________________________________________________________________________
____________ 

Feniton Neighbourhood Plan Resident Survey Analysis Report {Page 82} 
 

Gary’s view of the present:   

Feniton is still as friendly as it always was.  When he first married, he and his wife moved to Offwell 
but they preferred Feniton and moved back.  His wife grew up in Alfington and they both felt that 
Feniton was a good place to bring up a family.  The school has a good record and the village is quiet 
with very little trouble. 

Gary is disappointed that the play areas are not so well looked after as they used to be and feels the 
grass should be cut more often to make it easier to access.   

He would also like to see the grass in the village cut more as it looks terrible and gives a bad 
impression. 

He also feels that the traffic situation in the village has got worse with traffic having to constantly 
back up. 

He didn’t think the train service was convenient and with a young family, found it easier to drive. 

He was also sceptical of the new dustbin service where the grey bins would be collected every three 
weeks.  This, he said, would make it difficult for a family with nappies or if anyone missed a 
collection. 

All in all he felt it a safe place to take children out. 

As Manager of the Spar, he is confident that the shop provides for the everyday needs of the people 
and is handy for them to get to.  He says they stock a lot of items and try to provide a good service.  
The ATM has proved very useful for people. 

Gary has maintained his interest in football and at present plays left back for Feniton 2nd team. 

Gary’s take on the future 

He thinks the grass is an issue and thinks the village should give support to local people to do 
essential tasks like grass cutting. 

He believes that a medical centre would be very useful, particularly as he has a young family.  He 
said that when they had their first child, they often needed re-assurance from a nurse that 
everything was all right, and he felt that this facility within the village would make it easier to access 
help than having to go to Ottery or Honiton. 

He commented on the availability of defibrillators in many other places and would like to see one 
located in Feniton. 

Other things he would like to see are cycle paths, more play areas for the children and the hedges 
cut back.  He did however want to see the country lanes retained. 

He accepted that there would be more housing, but would not like to see much more.  He felt that 
Feniton was becoming a big village and didn’t want to see it grow too much as it would lose the 
character of the village.  If any houses were to be built he would like to see more affordable housing.   

He also felt it was not fair on the people going through flooding year after year if there was mass 
house building in Feniton. 

He was critical of the fact that there was nothing for teenagers to do and they needed to go to 
Ottery.   He would like to see the tennis courts restored and possibly a squash court provided and 
suggested that such activities could be incorporated in a sports centre. 

Gary also thought an eating place within the village would be well supported.  His words “it would be 
nice to have a pub in the centre where you could sit in the garden and have a pint or a meal - 
somewhere socially to go.” 
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Other amenities he would like see included a skate park, a swimming pool in the village - there used 
to be one in the school - and the school to expand.   

He also thought recycling facilities within the village could be useful. 

A much needed amenity was public toilets as they were always being asked in the Spar Shop where 
the public toilets were. 

 

 

David Lanning 

Retired General Manager with an Agricultural Company 

Age Group:  65+ 

Lived in Feniton 41 years 

Former Chairman of the Parish Council 

 

David’s view on Feniton in the past 

David lives in the original village of Feniton, known locally as Feniton Old Village.  He moved into his 

house, as a new build, 41 years ago and has stayed in the same house. 

He chose Feniton to live in because of its quiet nature, the proximity to the church and ability to put 

both sons into the village school. 

It was also within striking distance of where David worked. 

It was immediately apparent that Feniton was a “divided village” with the old village and what was 

then known as the estate.  It was painfully obvious that the estate was the result of poor planning 

decisions inasmuch as there were too many houses built in too short a time for integration of the 

two parts of the village to occur and regretfully, even to this day, does not totally integrate. In part 

this is due to the distance between the two communities which are only linked by a dangerous and 

narrow road without a pavement. 

David served on the Parish Council for many years and was Chairman for quite a few of those years 

and one aim he says he had when he started was to improve the social links between the two 

sectors of the village.  Regretfully he concludes that this was not achieved. 

At that period in time the school took all the children from the village itself and the surrounding 

parishes. 

The village roads, despite the number of houses on the estate were reasonably safe and the 

infrastructure in the two local towns of Honiton and Ottery could accommodate the needs of the 

population that existed at that time, in fact the village had its own doctors surgery.  

Despite the problems, the village retained a rural atmosphere which was what the family  were 

looking for when they arrived. 

 

David’s view of the present 
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The present has not brought with it many advantages.  Being a Ex-Chair of Governors at the primary 

school, David has witnessed that the primary school can no longer cope with the number of children 

that live within the schools catchment area.  This problem seems to be completely ignored by the 

planners with the result children as young as four or five are being transported to the surrounding 

schools. 

The doctors and dentists can no longer cope with the number of patients, social care cannot cope 

with the elderly and the roads cannot cope with the volume of traffic especially taking into account 

the people who have recently moved into the village. People continue to drive at speeds which 

exceed that which is safe for single carriageway village lanes. 

Population integration has not improved. The facilities of the village cannot provide what is needed 

for the youth and in David’s opinion Feniton has become a dormitory village for the surrounding 

towns.   

Despite assurances from the Environment Agency, David states that he has visual proof that the 

effluent system and surface water drainage cannot cope with the additional roads and houses. 

So in summary, the wellbeing of the population has taken an indisputable downturn over the past 40 

years. 

David’s hopes for the future 

The only way that the character of the village can be improved is by a long period of stability which 

will allow the bad planning decisions already made to be absorbed into the community.  It is 

disappointing to see that developers crucify the local landscape take their profit and leave behind 

the damage they cause. It is a shame that some local landowners also play their part in having an 

adverse effect on the community.  What a relief to see that in some areas that despite pecuniary 

gain some landowners hold out against development. 

The other reason no further development is that time will allow all the services needed by the 

community to re-establish themselves in a manner that will cope with development and the influx of 

large populations. He hopes that common sense can prevail and that the infrastructure needed to 

equip a community to deal with an increase in population will be established before more houses 

are built. 

David concludes that regretfully due to national political decisions and an ineffective local Council, 

the future of our village as a fully integrated rural community does not bode well. 

 

Colin Butler 

Executive Head Teacher 

Age Group: 50-64 

He has been at Feniton School for 6 years 

Amanda Parsons 

Head of School 

She has been a teacher at Feniton School for 17 years  

Age Group: 35-49 
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Colin:  My first impression of Feniton was that it is a split village and this creates unusual barriers and 

difficulties which have to be taken into consideration. 

There are challenges for children getting to school as the walk to school is not a safe way.  A 

footpath connecting the old village and new village would make a big difference.  Also as a church 

school, taking the children down to the church can pose problems on the roads. 

Amanda’s impression of Feniton is that it is a safe and family friendly village.  She agreed with Colin 

that the walk to the old village posed problems and also felt a footpath between the two villages 

would make walking safer.  She said they always used Green Lane rather than Station Road because 

it is quieter with less traffic and doesn’t have the bends that Station Road has which makes walking a 

class of children a difficult operation. 

She also commented on the special problems that a railway level crossing has and they always make 

sure the children understand how careful they have to be. 

Amanda was concerned with the amount of traffic generated at the start of the school day, but said 

that it is good that there is capacity to park around the school and they very much appreciate the 

Sports and Social Club allowing parents to park in their car park.  She said  it had been a relief to get 

a road crossing patrol again. 

A useful addition has been the bus bay which allows the school bus to park off the road. 

Both Colin and Amanda were impressed by the liaison with the developers on the Wainhomes site 

who had been most helpful and had arranged for deliveries to be made outside the peak school 

times. 

Colin felt that traffic on the roads was much worse at harvest times when tractors and trainers are in 

a hurry. 

Colin said they notice a lot of people move into the area as they had actively chosen the school.  The 

school’s numbers had remained more or less the same since Colin arrived in 2009.  Technically they 

should have 210 pupils and each class should have 30, but this varied with the birth rate each year.  

They have had 20 or 30 extra pupils.  It is not however strategically possible to provide extra school 

places.  He explained that you cannot just add a few children.  To increase in size the number of 

pupils would need to go from 210 to 315, the next school size up, which would have a knock on 

effect on the whole community. 

And so to the future: 

Both Colin and Amanda were adamant that the school needed more outdoor space.  The provision 

of buildings is perfectly adequate, but the main issue is the ground area and play area which is low. 

They use the playing field for sports and physical education and would not like to see a reduction in 

this. 

Unlike most rural schools, Feniton children were not necessarily connected to agriculture.  The front 

area of the school has various models of farm animals to give the children a closer connection with 

animals. 

The suggestion was made that a wild area or forest area could be provided somewhere for the 

children to enjoy nature.  One possibility was in the QE2 play area.  Both Colin and Amanda 

emphasised that the play equipment was fine, but an environmental area which could be developed 

for the whole community would be a great asset to the village.  It is a closed in area so is safe for the 
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children and would be within walking distance of the school.   It was suggested that with seats 

provision of seats, the older members of the village could also enjoy the park. 

If this idea could be taken forward, both Colin and Amanda felt it would be a wonderful opportunity 

for the children to design it themselves. 

 

Cate Edmond 

Age Group: 50-65 

Minister of Religion C of E 

School Governor 

Flood Warden 

Lived in Feniton 9 years 

 

Cate’s view of the past 

Cate said she felt welcomed and accepted by the village from the moment she arrived.   

However, she found it a surprise that there were two distinct parts - the old village and the new 

village.  The village part was the old end and there was a real divide between the two parts.  She 

always felt that the new part of  Feniton could be in any suburb of Exeter.  She was a bit 

disappointed that there was not more cohesion.  She felt that the new part of Feniton was indeed a 

“new build” not a village. 

The train service was good when she first came to Feniton with good connection and there were 

about three trains to catch to come home.  She has never had cause to use the bus. 

In those days she found it easy to get an appointment with the doctor. The dentist is in the village. 

When she arrived at Feniton, the school was oversubscribed then. 

Cate always felt that the old chapel could have been used as a church base in the new village but 

that never happened. 

Overall when Cate first arrived she felt there was no heart in the new part of the village. 

Cate’s view of the present 

There seems slightly more cohesion between the two villages now. Cate believes this could be as a 

result of the flood in 2008 which devastated so many properties in both the new and old villages 

including the church which was severely flooded.  The disaster made the people of the village pull 

together and the flood warden scheme was set up which has very valuable since in acting early to 

prevent more serious flooding. 

Cate says that at the present time there is an even greater decrease in the facilities in the village.  

She also notes the demise of the youth about outdoors as they seem to stay indoors more. 

The school is still oversubscribed and struggles to take in the catchment area children. 

The train service is worse and Cate now has to use the car instead of catching the train.  She sees 

this as an overall greater use of the car for most people. 
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There has been continued pressure from developers which causes stress to the residents.  In Cate’s 

opinion the Councils are not doing what they say they will do. 

She feels there is a greater sense of apathy among the people.  It is a struggle to get people to 

organise events such as Feniton Fun Day.  There is a lack of people prepared to take responsibility 

for things.  It’s difficult to get people to engage in everything. 

Cate is very appreciative of the Spar Shop which she says is brilliant and is just what a village shop 

should be.  It supplies the needs of the community. 

Cate’s take on the future 

She would like to see some community open space which she feels is lacking in the village. 

She believes there should be more transport links and feels that the village needs at least an hourly 

train service which would lead to the train being used more.  She would also like to see the station 

tidied up. 

In Cate’s opinion, it would be good to have a greater community feel but because of the size of 

Feniton, she says she lives in an environment now where people may not speak. 

Cate would only want to see any expansion of the village if it was coupled with more services.  She 

feels a surgery would benefit the community and the school needs to be expanded otherwise she 

believes the village won’t cope. 

She would like the speed limits strictly enforced especially along Station Road where children go to 

and from the school   She suggests sleeping policemen may be the answer as the drivers appear to 

have little respect for the potential danger to the children or to children getting off the school bus in 

Station Road. 

She thinks the three-weekly collection of the general dustbins (grey bins) is a backward step as they 

may be too far apart especially if someone missed a collection. 

As a flood warden, Cate is adamant that the new flood prevention scheme which is scheduled for 

Feniton should be up and running and proved to be effective before any further development is 

contemplated. 

 

Alan Powell 

Retired 

Age Group: over 65 

 

Born at Bridge Cottages, and lived in the Sidmouth Junction area of Feniton all his life. 

Worked on the railway, the last few years at Feniton Station. 

Alan’s take on Sidmouth Junction in the past 

Until the 1960s Sidmouth Junction was a separate little community which had grown up immediately 

around the railway station and junction.  In the early days quite a few local people were employed 

on the railway and when Alan started work there was a total of 15 on the station and goods yard and 
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a further 6 repairing the track. Most of these people lived locally.  At that time Sidmouth Junction 

was the connecting junction to Sidmouth and the railway catered for a good number of local 

passengers to Ottery, Honiton and Exeter.  This was the only means of getting around by public 

transport as there was no bus. 

The church, post office and school were located in the nearby village of Feniton and there was a 

shop located at Sandy Knapp.  There was also a shop at Fenny Bridges situated near the railway 

bridge and one at Colesworthy - a general stores, situated in Westbourne Cottages and owned by a 

Miss Eveleigh. 

Residents in both Sidmouth Junction and Feniton were dependent on deliveries from local 

tradesmen.  These included two bakers - one from Ottery and one from Gittsham, a general 

groceries van which the Co-Op sent around and a hardware van. 

The new development which started in the late 1960s saw Sidmouth Junction transformed from a 

little hamlet to a big chunk of residential houses.  Alan said he had heard it described as a “suburb of 

nowhere”. 

The fields were always prone to flooding particularly in the area known as Danebury, which is 

alongside the railway line.  Water flowing off the fields went down the ditches until it reached the 

railway embankment. The hedge and ditch which ran from Station Road down towards the railway, 

and which was the dividing line between two phases of the new development, were removed.  In 

Alan’s opinion, the concreting over of the area made the flooding worse as a certain amount of 

water had been absorbed into the ground as it went.  The water running off the fields past the 

school could no longer go down the ditch and consequently flooded the area.  Canterbury Close, 

where Alan lives, floods to pavement level, but further down in Salisbury Avenue and Salisbury Close 

the flooding has been far worse.  

The ancient pebblebeds run up to Sherwood nearby. 

Sidmouth Junction Station was closed March 1967 as a result of the Beeching cuts.  It re-opened as 

Feniton Station in 1971 after a strong campaign by Peter Tasker and the Residents Association who 

went to Parliament with their request. 

 

Alan’s take on the future 

Transport:   

At the moment as the railway track is single, there is only one train in each direction every hour and 

not every train stops at Feniton.   

Something would have to be done to increase the service.  More passing loops would certainly 

improve it, but because of the franchise system, the line is on the tail end of the London commuter 

network and so there are no resources west of Salisbury.  

The suggestion has been made that First Great Western will be allowed to run local trains to Honiton 

and Axminster and back as part of the Devon Metro service.  At present it is not often possible to go 

from Feniton to Whimple as most trains that stop at Feniton do not stop at Whimple. The metro 

plan could improve this, but even if it is implemented, it is at least three or four years away.  Alan 

thinks an increased local service might result in some of the Waterloo trains no longer calling here. 
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Continuous double track may not be possible because of the width of the bridges and new 

regulations which dictate how far away the track has to be from the bridge.  The current bridges 

would not meet the regulations.  

 

Future Development 

Alan views Feniton and Sidmouth Junction as two separate communities and the distance between 

the two encourages people to use their cars to access facilities in either community, such as going to 

church or using the post office from Sidmouth Junction or using the Spar Shop or the Nog Inn from 

old Feniton village. 

Alan considered how the new development has affected Sidmouth Junction.  He felt that the 

advantages of having more people has brought the Spar Shop, a bus service, albeit limited, and a 

better train service. 

Disadvantages in the growth in development has been all the vehicles (often 2 or 3 per household) 

that choke up the narrow lanes. In Alan’s opinion the lanes cannot cope with the vehicles. He would 

not like to see them widened because it would destroy the character of the place.  He also stated he 

would be in favour of restrictions being brought in to reduce the number of vehicles around the 

village. 

He stated quite firmly that he would not like to see the two villages joined together.  He feels they 

are two separate communities and the green space between them should be retained. 

 

 

Martyn Smith 

Retired Senior Manager in Revenue 

Chairman of the Parish Council 

Age Group: 50-65 

Lived in Feniton for 30 years 

 

Martyn’s view on Feniton in the past 

The house he lives in was what attracted him to Feniton and he has lived in the same house at 

Colesworthy for the past 30 years.  He found the village incredibly friendly - people came to the front 

door and introduced themselves, explained about the various clubs and all the rest of the things that 

were happening in the village.  There was a local baby-sitting circle among the young families which 

seemed an excellent idea. 

There were a lot of things to get involved in.  Everyone tried to make you very very welcome.  

Martyn found that he started to get involved in all sorts of village activities.  He became chairman of 

the Carnival Committee not long after moving to Feniton after the current chairman left to go to 

Spain and he remained chairman right up to the time the carnival ceased.  He recalled the carnival 

days with a great deal of pleasure and commented that “carnival week was a good week”.   
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The carnival had been initially been started to raise funds for the building of a Youth Centre.  In 

those days there were a lot of groups for youngsters - brownies, guides, scouts, cubs, youth club and 

the Youth Centre was used for a lot of events,   

When the carnival ceased, Fun Day more or less took over.  

Martyn has been heavily involved in the village. He was PTA vice chairman, right through until his 

youngest left primary school and Parent Governor of the school for a while.  He became involved 

with the Twinning Association (Louvigny and Feniton Twinning Association - LAFTA) and was their 

chairman for 20+ years   LAFTA is heading for its 40th anniversary and particularly In the early days 

was an excellent chance to go aboard. A good number of people were always able to visit France and 

stay with a family and excursions across the channel would easily fill a 56-seater coach. 

Martyn took many youth groups across and found it very rewarding. 

His overall view of the village is that events are village orientated. and he feels that this shows what 

a brilliant community Feniton is.  The size of Feniton ensures that it remains a village which gives a 

brilliant feel of belonging about Feniton. 

When new houses are built it is important that the people who live in them are brought into the the 

community.  It does not happen automatically. 

 

How the village is at present 

 

The biggest problem at present is that with the development that is going ahead, we do not have 

what we need to keep that community alive.   Examples of this are 

Education: 

Martyn has recently spoken to a lady with 4 children who lives very close to the school but 3 of the 

children have to be bussed to Awliscombe and back every day. She loves the community here but 

this is one fly in the ointment. Children need to go to the local school, otherwise we are breaking up 

the social fabric of the village. 

Transport:  Feniton does not have any services and residents have to go to Ottery St Mary for 

hospital and doctors. They need a car or cannot get there. 

 Not many are able to use the train to Exeter because the stations are a long way from the main 

employment centres and further transport is required to get to work or attend, such places, as the 

hospitals.    

The roads have a lot more traffic on them than 30 years ago. No improvement has been made at all 

but the traffic has increased considerably. Some roads especially the lanes are dangerous for the 

volume of traffic going through.  They should certainly not be main access roads to communities.  

They are small access roads to rural villages. 

Basically Feniton is a rural community. 

In Devon country lanes are part of its beauty and Martyn would not want to remove that beauty. He 

would rather see community left as it is than start building motorways into villages.  This is what 
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Devon is all about.  There are plenty of towns and cities for people to live in if they wish .  Villages 

need a bit of control to keep themselves desirable. 

Medical Facilities:  The main centres are not easy to get to. Certainly for the elderly generation; 

satellite facilities, even on a part time basis, would be handy. 

How Martyn sees the future 

One of the aspects he appreciates is that Feniton is a rural community in the middle of a beautiful 

part of the countryside.  But that aside he says Feniton lacks a rural green space within its 

boundaries. It needs somewhere with a bench or two for people to just sit and relax and meet other 

people.  Somewhere people can take their dogs.  The local footpaths are good for walking but are 

not the place where people can stop for a picnic.  It would be nice to have an area with green space 

and some up market houses.  

He would like to see the Youth Centre used for the wider purposes.  It is nice and central.  It could be 

extended and improved.  The Youth Centre end of the QE2 play area is not used much and this could 

be part of the Youth Centre   

 

Dione Palmer 

Age Group: 65+ 

Lives in the Old Village 

Have lived in Feniton for 24 years 

 

Dione’s view of the past 

 

When Dione came to Feniton she found it incredibly friendly.  She describes the village as “very 

ungossipy”.  People welcomed her and she instantly felt at home.  She describes the “feel” of 

Feniton as much better than where they lived previously. 

She found that situated in the old village, she had little contact with the new village.  Their paths 

simply never crossed.  She had no need to go to the new village. 

She has used the trains quite a bit and particularly found the link to London and Sherborne and 

Exeter very handy. 

During the past 24 years, Dione has seen the new village expand with the building of Acland Park and 

more recently Winchester Park.  Development in the old village has been the three houses at the top 

of Barton Rise. 

One outstanding memory of when she first arrived was the Vicar’s wife (Mrs Kingston) making 

pancakes on Shrove Tuesday and everyone welcome. 

In those days Dione says there was less activity in the old village than now and certainly the traffic 

has increased immensely and the average age has certainly decreased. 
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She feels the new A30 has increased the noise in the village particularly with the concrete surface 

which makes it heard from quite a distance.  She was concerned by the evidence given by Feniton 

Parish Council at the planning of the road when they could have presented a rather stronger case for 

a better surface to mitigate the noise. 

 

Dione’s view of the present 

 

One of her main concerns is the increase in the traffic through the old village and the speed at which 

cars travel.  Parking on the village road makes the possibility of a child or adult stepping out from 

behind a car more likely and there is an accident waiting to happen.   

Dione also feels that commercial vehicles parked in the road are an eyesore and cause difficulty for 

traffic to pass.  There is a very adequate car park in the village which many residents seem allergic to 

using. 

She is pleased to see that the Village Hall seems to be used more than it used to be. 

Dione praises the Spar Shop which she states is both efficient and useful. 

She thinks parking in the new village is also a problem.   

 

Dione’s take on the future 

 

Dione is adamant that there should be no more housing until the infrastructure catches up.  The 

school is already oversubscribed and this needs to be addressed before more children come into the 

area.  She would like to see the train service improved and believes that the services such as sewage 

need to be updated and the surface water brought under control.  She believes that the 

greenhouses site along Ottery Road will be a target for future development as and when these 

services are available.  She would like to see any housing that is allowed being suitable for the 

young. 

She is not in favour of any medical services within the village as she feels there would be high costs 

involved in running a medical centre in Feniton. She would rather see the money spent on the 

practice in Ottery and perhaps a better bus service. 

Dione would like to see a better bus service between Feniton and Ottery.  She also feels it is 

essential to keep the continued presence of a post office in the village. 

Other improvements she would like to see are the hedges being cut back properly between the Old 

Village and Buckerell Cross for the sake of pedestrians and some of the trees being cut back along 

the two cuttings out of the old village for safety reasons. 

Dione points out that Feniton is in a rural area where people like to walk but suggests that it is 

dangerous to walk between the old and new villages along Station Road towards Winchester Park.  

To overcome this problem, she suggests a footpath on the edge of the field between Louvigny Close 

and the top of Broad Road would help to keep people off the road.  The height of steps at some of 

the styles could be adjusted to help the elderly get over them. 
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She feels the speeding through the old village needs to be addressed.  It is already within a 30mph 

limit and she wonders if the answer would be sleeping policemen (or a chicane) which may just slow 

drivers down to a sensible speed. 

Other items of concern that she had included the ditch in Curscombe Lane which seemed to be 

constantly blocked and posters being left on poles long after the event they are advertising. 

She would also like to see more footpaths.  Rights of way are important and she appreciates the 

efforts made to keep some of them open. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


