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Ottery St Mary and West Hill Neighbourhood Plan - Rep Form 10 October 2017 - 1 December 2017

Ottery St Mary and West
Hill Neighbourhood Plan –
Submission Version
Representation Form

For Council
Use Only

For Council
Use Only

The Ottery St Mary and West Hill Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by Ottery St
Mary Town Council and West Hill Parish Council. It has now been formally submitted to
East Devon District Council who are legally required to undertake public consultation.

Please return this form to East Devon District Council by Friday 1 December 2017.
Representations received after this time will not be accepted.

Part A – Personal Details Please note we cannot accept anonymous responses.
Agent’s Details (if applicable)*

Personal Details
Title

Mr

Title

First Name

Ian

First Name

Last Name

Lings

Last Name

Job Title (where

Job Title (where

relevant)

relevant)

Organisation

Organisation

Woodland Trust

(where relevant)

Address

Postcode

(where relevant)

Address

Kempton Way, Dysart
Road, Grantham,
Lincolnshire.

Postcode

NG31 6LL

Tel. No.

Tel. No.

Email Address

Email Address

*if an agent is appointed, please fill in your title, name and organisation and the full contact details
of the agent. Where an agent is used the agent will be the point of contact for correspondence.
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Name/Organisation
Please complete for each sheet

Please indicate whether you wish to be notified of any of the following:
The publication of the recommendations of any person appointed to carry out an
independent examination of the Ottery St Mary and West Hill Neighbourhood Plan

✔

The adoption of the Ottery St Mary and West Hill Neighbourhood Plan.
Other planning policy issues.

Representation details
Please use a separate form for each representation

1.

To which section of the Neighbourhood Plan does this representation relate?

(Please note that a separate form must be completed for each representation)
Policy Number

NP1 and NP5

(Include policy, paragraph or other
reference no. if appropriate)

2.
Please use the box below to set out why you are supporting or objecting to this part
of the plan. If your comment relates to a specific area of land or site if possible please identify it on
a map. Continue on a separate sheet if necessary
We are pleased to see that your Neighborhood Plan for Ottery St Mary and West Hill identifies the countryside as being a highly valued asset with special character. Policy NP1 (Development in the Countryside) acknowledges mature trees as being a
feature that must be protected and retained, and NP5 which includes open spaces which are Local Green Spaces that meet national designation criteria, and where new development should be restricted. One of these at Higher Broad Oak Road, is a wood
owned by the Woodland Trust.
We note that Neighborhood Plan Project 14 does acknowledge the fact that trees contribute to the special character of West Hill Trees, there is also the need to identify and review ancient trees, and those trees of arboricultural or amenity value, so as to
raise awareness of your tree heritage. We welcome your “Special Trees of West Hill” project is being used to identify ancient trees and trees of arboricultural or amenity value. Your Neighbourhood Plan section which looks at Ottery St Mary, should also
seek to support conserving and enhancing ancient trees, and plant more trees in appropriate locations. Increasing the amount of trees and woods will provide enhanced green infrastructure for local communities, and also mitigate against future loss of
trees to disease (eg Ash dieback) with a new generation of trees both in woods and also outside woods in streets, hedgerows and amenity sites.
The Woodland Trust believes that trees and woods can deliver a wide range of benefits for place-making for local communities, in both a rural and urban setting, and this is strongly supported by current national planning policy. Also, the Woodland Trust
believes that woodland creation is especially important because of the unique ability of woodland to deliver across a wide range of benefits – see our publication Woodland Creation – why it matters
http://centrallobby.politicshome.com/fileadmin/epolitix/stakeholders/4117WoodandCreationbro.pdf . These include for both landscape and biodiversity (helping habitats become more robust to adapt to climate change, buffering and extending fragmented
ancient woodland), for quality of life and climate change (amenity & recreation, public health, flood amelioration, urban cooling) and for the local economy (timber and woodfuel markets).
Also, our survey of planners in England showed that 43% of respondents wanted more information on ancient woodland when it comes to planning. The Woodland Trust has recently released some ancient woodland guidance, which includes a
recommended local policy approach and wording for plans, and it will also be useful to local groups who wish to promote the value of ancient woodland and aged or veteran trees in their Neighborhood Plan. The manual defines exactly what ancient
woodland, aged and veteran trees and wood-pasture and parkland are, and how these should be identified in plans. This guide is useful for communities preparing Neighborhood Plans, and our planners manual can be found at:
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/publications/2017/09/planning-for-ancient-woodland/
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) also supports the need for more habitat creation by stating that: `Local planning authorities should: set out a strategic approach in their Local Plans, planning positively for the creation, protection,
enhancement and management of networks of biodiversity and green infrastructure', (DCLG, March 2012, para 114). Also para 117 states that: `To minimise impacts on biodiversity and geodiversity, planning policies should:....promote the preservation,
restoration and re-creation of priority habitats, ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species populations, linked to national and local targets, and identify suitable indicators for monitoring biodiversity in the plan.'
The England Biodiversity Strategy which makes it clear that expansion of priority habitats like native woodland remains a key aim - `Priority action: Bring a greater proportion of our existing woodlands into sustainable management and expand the area of
woodland in England', (Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England's wildlife and ecosystems services, DEFRA 2011, p.26).
Therefore, a reading of these two policies in the NPPF, together with the England Biodiversity Strategy indicates that habitat expansion, like native woodland creation, should form a high priority with your Neighbourhood Plan for Ottery St Mary and West
Hill.
Woodland creation also forms a significant element of the Government Forestry Policy Statement (Defra Jan 2013): `We believe that there is scope for increasing England's woodland cover significantly to deliver economic, social and environmental
benefits. We want to see significantly more woodland in England. We believe that in many, although not all, landscapes more trees will deliver increased environmental, social and economic benefits. We particularly want to see more trees and woodlands in
and around our towns and cities and where they can safeguard clean water, help manage flood risk or improve biodiversity.'
The Woodland Trust also believes that trees and woodlands can deliver a major contribution to resolving a range of water management issues, particularly those resulting from climate change like flooding and the water quality implications caused by
extreme weather events. This is important in the area covered by your Neighbourhood Plan, and the adopted East Devon Local Plan (2016) acknowledges this with Strategy 24, and development at Ottery St Mary, and producing measures to reduce
potential flooding. Trees offer opportunities to make positive water use change whilst also contributing to other objectives, such as biodiversity, timber & green infrastructure - see the Woodland Trust publication Stemming the flow – the role of trees and
woods in flood protection - https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/publications/2014/05/stemming-the-flow/.
We welcome the commitments in your Neighborhood Plan to trees or greenspaces that make a significant contribution to the character or ecological value of local areas in Ottery St Mary and West Hill, with Policy NP5 (Local Green Spaces) and also taking
forward your Local Green Infrastructure Network. Also, the Woodland Trust is pleased to see Project 14, which acknowledges the fact that the wooded areas and individual trees and hedgebanks contribute to the special character of West Hill.
We would also highlight the Woodland Access Standard (WASt) in our Space for People publication (https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/publications/2017/06/space-for-people-2017/). As your Neighborhood Plan seeks to complement your vision and
objectives by setting out in more detail the development aspirations and the planning requirement for the delivery of key development sites, you may consider using the WASt to support the design of green infrastructure and place making in the
Neighbourhood Plan for Ottery St Mary and West Hill.
As well as contributing to special character of Ottery St Mary and West Hill, trees and woodlands contribute healthy living and recreation. In an era of ever increasing concern about the nation’s physical and mental health, the Woodland Trust strongly
believes that trees and woodland can play a key role in delivering improved health & wellbeing at a local level.
Increasing evidence has demonstrated the critical impact that trees can make in encouraging more active lifestyles and alleviating the symptoms of some of our most debilitating conditions such as dementia, obesity, heart disease and mental health
problems.
Please do not hesitate to get in touch with me if you have any queries arising from this response. In addition you may find our neighbourhood planning hub a useful resource:
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/get-involved/campaign-with-us/in-your-community/neighbourhood-planning/
Yours sincerely,
Ian Lings
Local Planning Support Volunteer
GovAffairsTemp@woodlandtrust.org.uk
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Name/Organisation
Please complete for each sheet

3. What changes would you suggest should be made to the plan?
It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text
or suggested alternative policy boundary. Please be as precise as possible.

See response to Question 2.

Continue on a separate sheet if necessary

4.

If your representation is seeking a change, do you consider it necessary to speak at
the examination? (please tick one box only)

Please note this will not be regarded as a binding decision but will help us in our planning.
If you select No your representation(s) will still be fully considered by the independent Planning
Inspector by way of written representations.

✔

No, I do not wish to speak at the examination:
Yes, I wish to speak at the examination:
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Name/Organisation
Please complete for each
sheet

5.

If you wish to speak at the examination, please outline why you consider this to be
necessary:

Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those
who have indicated that they wish to participate in the examination. If the Inspector does not
consider it necessary to hold a public examination consideration will be given by way of written
reprentations.
Please note that your comments and your contact details will be publically available, although your
signature, private e-mail address and telephone number will not be visible on our web site.
Signed

Ian Lings

A signature is required by the Planning Inspectorate. If filling in the form electronically it can be an
‘electronic signature’ by typing in your name in the box. If you provide a handwritten signature we
will ensure that it is not published on-line but it will be visible on the paper copies available at our
offices and sent to the Inspector.

Date

01/12/17

Please email the completed form(s) and any additional information to
planningpolicy@eastdevon.gov.uk or send to Phil Twamley, Planning Policy Section, East
Devon District Council, The Knowle, Sidmouth, EX10 8HL
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