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Information for you on responsible dog ownership from East Devon District Council

Picking the perfect pooch
Choosing the right dog for you: little or large, boisterous
or quiet, buying a dog requires good planning!

MANY people make the
mistake of choosing a dog
because of its appearance
and do no research into
whether or not they will
be able to provide the
needs for that breed of
dog. Most dogs have been
bred through the years
for particular purposes
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and will still have those
special instincts. This is
a rough guide only and
the characteristics and
natural instincts will vary
from dog to dog.
There are some factors
that are extremely important when deciding which
dog you are going to have

USE THE
DOG AND BONE

Download the East Devon
App to report a stray dog
and dog fouling
eastdevon.gov.uk/app

and how you are going
to help shape that
dog’s future.
• Has the puppy or dog
been born and raised
in a family environment?
• Has the breeder been
recommended? Have they
microchipped the puppy
or dog and is it up to date

with vaccinations?
• Does the breeder have the
certificate with the micro
chip details? Do they
tally with the dog? Details
include the number, name
of the dog, breed, colour
and date of birth.
Continued overleaf

Contact
environmentalhealth@eastdevon.gov.uk
01395 517456
eastdevon.gov.uk/dogs
East Devon District Council, Knowle,
Sidmouth, EX10 8HL

@eastdevon

/eastdevon
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Continued from p1
pany, can you provide it?
• Better still you might con• You also need to think
sider buying a dog from
about the size of the dog
a rehoming centre. There
when it is fully grown,
are so many to choose
how big will that dog be?
from, rather than buying
Compare these different
a dog from a breeder.
breeds for example:
• There are various types of
breeds such as toy, utility,
 Chihuahua small dog,
terriers, hound, working,
needs regular exercise,
pastoral, gundogs and
needs constant company,
cross breed dogs. All these
eats small amounts of
types have different needs food, and may have lower
for space, exercise, living
vets bills.
conditions and attention Siberian Husky a cute
Have you found out what
looking puppy but is a
they are, and can you
boisterous hunting pack
provide them? It would
dog which needs constant
not be fair on the dog to
attention, drops hair, is
buy a working breed and
difficult to train, needs
keep it indoors alone all
a lot of exercise and eats
day; similarly a toy breed
lots of food. The vets bills
might need constant commay be high too.

 Staffordshire

Bull Terrier
a small smooth haired dog
often regarded as good
with families, but prone
to being very protective and the breed of dog
most likely to injure other
pets, dogs or humans if
not properly trained and
controlled.
 Labrador big dog, but
they are calm, placid and
make good companions.
They are easy to train and
have a brilliant temperament because they simply
want to please you.
 Basenji is best for a
quiet life, its called the
soundless dog as its voice
box is small and means its
bark is extremely quiet.

On the right track
Dogs are as good for us as we are
for them! Exercise is important to
keep your pet fit and healthy

OUR four legged friends
like nothing more than
a good walk or run and
what better way to keep
you fit, to get out and
about and see the countryside. Dogs need a lot
of exercise and just like
humans they need to
exercise to keep in good
shape and remain healthy.
Keeping your dog cooped
up in doors is not fair on
him or good for his health.
Unlike humans dogs cannot generate vitamin D
in their skin; they need
ultraviolet B light (UVB)
to activate the oils in their
fur to produce vitamin D.
Dogs then consume the
vitamin when they lick or
groom their coats, so it is
important that your dog
spends time outside in the
sun. Whether it is sunny,
raining, sleeting or snowing, most dogs just love
to go out! But it is more

than that, dogs actually
need time outdoors for
their mental and physical
wellbeing and although
we may not feel like going
out for a walk our general
wellbeing significantly
improves when we do.
Dogs that spend most
of their days indoors can
easily gain weight as they
are spending a lot of time
lying around. Regular
exercise outside helps
maintain a healthy body
weight and keeps your
dog in good condition.
Most dogs prefer to be
outside. If dogs do not
receive a daily dose of
outside air they can
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become restless, develop
behavioural problems
and aggressive tendencies.
The sights and sounds
and smells outdoors keep
your dog’s mind alert and
active. Dogs love to do

what is known as ‘grounding’ (this means they need
direct contact with the
earth) and that is why
they love to roll around in
the grass or dig in the dirt
or play in puddles!

Dog walking patterns

Most dogs

Human

Boxer
Jack Russell

Every dog needs
excercise for at
least 30 minutes
twice a day

Labrador
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A place of my own
Every dog needs their own space in
which they feel safe
WHEN you bring a dog
home for the very first
time you need to provide
your dog with his own
space which he will associate as a safe place to
sleep or take some time
out. You can use a cage
to help your dog to settle
into his new surroundings. Add some clean bedding and favourite toys
and make sure it is kept
clean. You should also

consider spending the
first week at home with
your new dog while he
settles into his new surroundings. If you are getting a dog because it’s ‘the
thing to do’ or ‘I want one’,
or the children are pestering for one, then think
carefully. You really need
to consider the responsibilities of having the dog
in the first place; a dog
is for life and will need

including in all your plans
and daily life, it is not like
buying a mobile phone
that you have for a couple
of years on a contract
and then give it up for
a newer model.
Dog behavioural problems may occur when the
dog is left on his own for
long periods, dogs should
not be left for more than
four hours at a time.
Create a cosy den like a
bed in a quiet corner, or a
crate with comfy bedding

in. If you are going out
for a couple of hours make
sure you leave him plenty
of water in his crate, and
try to leave the tv or radio
on as then it sounds as
though someone is in the
house. If your dog likes
cuddles he might like a
fleecy blanket or soft toy
to snuggle up to whilst
you’re out. Train your dog
by leaving him for short
periods at first so that
he gets used to being
left alone.

Public space protection orders
THESE new orders, usually referred to as PSPO’s,
have superceded the dog
control orders which applied in East Devon since
2009. The new orders
came into effect from
2 May 2017 and on the
whole incorporate all the
previous controls. There
have been some minor
changes made at the
request of Parish Councils

and members of the public, but there is one major
new provision which is
that dogs must now be
kept on leads on roads and
pavements. All responsible dog owners already
do this but the effect of
the order is to encourage
others to make sure their
dogs are safe around traffic and also under close
control if they encounter

DID YOU KNOW?
Dogs in East Devon:

23% of households
in East Devon own
at least one dog

There are 60,000 households in East Devon. 23%
of them own at least one
dog so that means there
are around 14,000 dogs
in our area!

members of the public or
other dogs on the pavements or in our country
lanes.
The orders are
enforced by many council officers in the teams
which are out and about
in our community. Members of the public can also
provide information about
problems caused if these
orders are not complied

with. Any enforcement
will be proportionate and
will focus primarily on
advice and education,
although fixed penalties
will be issued in all cases
where there is sufficient
evidence of harm and
consequence.
For more information
go to our website:
eastdevon.gov.uk/public
spacesprotectionorders

Nuisance dogs
If your dog is known to bite, nip or
steal always use a muzzle. There
are many types available now so
find one which is suitable and
comfortable for your dog.
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We all like
to be beside
the seaside
Not just you and your dog! Dog etiquette
for the dog friendly beaches
ALONG the Jurassic Coast
of East Devon, many dogs
enjoy a day at the beach
when they are allowed to
run free and play in the
sea or to simply feel the
sand beneath their paws!
But before you even
consider going on a beach
with your dog you should
check the Public Space
Protection Orders that
apply to the area you are
going to visit. All the East
Devon town beaches only
have small areas where
dogs are allowed between
1 May and 30 September.
During the rest of the year
it is still essential that
your dog does not become
a nuisance to others.
The majority of dog
bans on beaches came
about because some owners do not keep their dogs
under control. Problems
can often arise when dogs
are off the lead and the
owner ignores their dog
or does not have their dog
trained well enough to listen to them. Dogs running
up to other beach users
can be frightening, particularly to children who
are naturally and quite
rightly wary of dogs they
do not know. Even worse
your dog might jump up
at people, decide to urinate on sand castles,

or steal food from picnics. This can lead to
conflict which might
spoil everyone’s enjoyment of their day out.
We also have some
tips for people using the
beach who may be affected by dogs. Parents
should encourage children never to approach a
dog they do not know unless it is under the close
control of the owner.
If a strange dog runs
up you should stand still
and ignore it. If the dog
does not go away you
should drop any food or
toys, fold your arms, look
away from the dog, and
move away slowly, never
run. All these things combined will make you very
boring to the dog and
help him to calm down
and move on. If you are
affected by the behaviour
of a dog try and speak
to the owner about the
effect it has had on you
and your family.
If you observe someone not picking up after
their dog please talk to
them about the problems
this causes. If you can describe or identify the dog
and its owner then please
let us know so that we
can give advice too or issue a fixed penalty ticket.

So how about this year
making some positive
changes to train your
dog and to be a
responsible dog owner:
Always keep your dog
on a lead if it does not
respond to your recall
Always clean up after
your dog
Ensure your dog is well
behaved and listens to
your verbal commands
Respect other beach
users and keep your
dog away from them
Always keep your dog on
a lead on the highway
and pavements and until
you get on to the beach

Training
is for life –
not just
Christmas!
TRAINING your dog is a
good way to keep your
dog happy and makes him
into a great family pet!
Before buying a dog the
whole family needs to be
involved in researching
the right breed of dog for
you all. Do you have the
time and space to properly care for a dog? Be
prepared to take your
new dog to training
classes every week for
at least one year, dog obedience involves a lot more
than ‘sit’ and ‘stay’! If you
have a garden, train your
dog to use it rather than
fouling when you are out
and about.

Please never bury faeces
in the sand or leave them
below the high tide line – the
requirement to pick up and
use a bin applies everywhere
you go with your dog and it
really can spoil the beach
for other people.

DINNERTIME EDITION

Bin it

Clear up after your dog
and help us keep East
Devon outstanding

WE encourage all dog walkers to use any bin,
but residents should preferably take all their
waste home and use their landfill bin. Any litter bin or dog bin can be used, whichever bin
you come across first. Dog fouling is annoying
to anyone who comes across it. Within East
Devon recent surveys have shown that most
people are rarely affected by it, and everyone
asked knew they must pick up wherever they
walk their dog. These surveys were carried
out during the summer of 2016 The results are
very interesting as you can see to the right.

300 tonnes collected
every year
Over 300 tonnes of dog waste are collected
from our dog bins every year. Several times
that amount will also be disposed of in private
gardens, landfill bins, the public sewers and
litter bins. This shows that almost everyone
is doing the right thing and picking up after
their dog. Are you?

THE DAILY WAG
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Survey results for 2016
We spoke to 300 people across the district
to find out more about East Devon’s dogs

Yes

Are you a
dog owner?

53%

Would you speak to
someone who is
not complying?

No

Do you always
pick up after
your dog

Yes

98%

66%

No
34%

47%

Yes

Do you know you can dispose
of dog waste in any bin?

No
2%

Do you keep your dog on
a lead on pavements?

Yes
91%

Yes
52%

No
48%

Are you aware of
beach bans?

Yes
91%

No
9%

No
9%

Tags and chips
The primary requirement for
identifying your dog is still a tag!
NOW that micro chipping
has become a legal requirement (as of 6 April
2016) this is just a gentle
reminder that all dogs still
need to wear a collar and
tag, even when at home.
This is a legal requirement
when your dog is being
walked in a public place
but many dogs picked up
as strays have escaped
from their own homes.
Should your dog become
stray and be found by a
member of the public then

your dog can be quickly re
united with you at no cost
or inconvenience. This
reduces stress both on
you and your dog. If your
dog loses his collar and
tag, the microchip can be
scanned by a vet or the
council kennels and then
you can be contacted. It
is really important that
you keep details on the
chip data base up to date,
so keep the details in a
handy place.

6

THE DAILY WAG

DINNERTIME EDITION

Yellow Dog UK: Dogs
are Sensitive too!
It’s important to be respectful
and careful when approaching
dogs. Yellow Dog UK was
created to increase awareness
IF you see a dog wearing
yellow, whether it is a dog
for the blind, working dog
or a dog simply wearing
anything yellow, give that
dog space!! Keep your dog
under control, do not allow your dog to approach
the dog wearing yellow,
not even a sniff! If you
know your dog is not very
sociable with other dogs

or people, you should
always keep it on a lead.
A dog wearing a yellow
bandana or coat is likely
to be one that needs to
be given space because
it is nervous, sick or
prone to aggression. Does
your dog need a yellow
ribbon too? For more
information look up
yellowdoguk.co.uk

Devon
loves dogs
New free membership scheme
for dog owners and dog walkers
DEVON loves Dogs is a
free membership scheme
for dog owners and
dog walkers. It’s being
launched in July to pro-

tect our treasured countryside and encourage responsible dog ownership
so that we can continue
to enjoy our special wildlife sites now and in the
future.
As a member of
Devon Loves Dogs
you will receive:
• A membership pack of
free gifts and money
off vouchers
• Invites to guided walks
and special dog events
• Free dog walking guides
• Quarterly email
newsletter

THE FOUR
PAWS CODE
To help protect our
special countryside,
we encourage dog
walkers to follow the
‘Four Paws Code’:

Do keep your dog in sight
and think of other visitors
Do prevent your dog
from chasing wildlife or
grazing animals
Do protect nesting and
feeding birds on heaths,
dunes and wetlands
Do Bag It and Bin It
Do read and follow signs
and notice boards
Do limit the number of
dogs that you walk

DINNERTIME EDITION
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Devon Countryside
Access Forum
Ensuring an enjoyable
experience for the
public and dog owners
DOG matters have been
discussed by the Devon
Countryside Access
Forum (DCAF) recently.
For further information
on the DCAF see the
end of the article.
So what are the Forum’s
main concerns?
 Farmers’ fields are often
crossed by footpaths and
bridleways but please
keep your dog under
close control, preferably
on a lead, to ensure cattle,
sheep, horses and other
animals are not chased
or hurt. Sheep can abort
their lambs or die from
injury. For farmers it’s a
very stressful situation
and can cause financial
problems. Don’t forget
to let go of your dog if
you feel threatened by
farm animals as you will
be safer and can walk
away quickly.
 Dog mess affects people’s enjoyment of the
countryside and farm
animals can be infected
by worms and other parasites. So please pick up
your dog mess and don’t
leave the bags around.
For wheelchair  / tramper
buggy and pushchair

users fouled wheels are
particularly unpleasant.
 Dog walking along cycle
routes, such as the Exe
Estuary, provides an
enjoyable and easy walk
with lovely views. Many
places are becoming very
popular as the population
in East Devon is increasing. It’s particularly
important to watch out
for other people, including children, who may
be walking, cycling and
horse-riding. There have
been some serious accidents where dog leads,
especially extendable
ones, have got caught
up in cycle wheels.
 The good news is that
surveys by Natural
England show that dog
walking is by far the most
significant reason why
people go outdoors.
Taking your dog for a
brisk walk is an excellent
way of keeping fit.
New advice on dog
walking is available on
dogwalkingcode.org.uk
 The DCAF is a statutory
body, set up under the
Countryside and Rights
of Way Act 2000. Its role
is to advise on improving

access to land for recreation and trying to ensure
that the experience is
enjoyable. The Forum
brings together members
with a range of different
interests and knowledge
including landowners,

Improving
access to land
for recreation
walkers, cyclists, horseriders and those with
other interests such as
conservation. Many have
dogs that they exercise
on open land, woodland,
beaches and public rights
of way across Devon.
If you’re interested in
the work of the Devon
Countryside Access Forum, the range of subjects
it discusses and the advice it gives, take a look at
devon.gov.uk/dcaf. The Forum holds three meetings
a year, usually in January,
April and October, which
are open to the public and
information on these is on
the website shortly before
each meeting.

600 sheep killed
by dogs
SheepWatch UK estimated
over 600 sheep were killed in
the first three months of 2016.
Dogs can be shot or destroyed
as a result of such attacks. In
Devon 18 lambs were killed
in three separate dog attacks
near Crediton in April 2017.
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The tail end

The Cinnamon Trust

What does your dog
get up to when
they’re home alone?
LONELY and bored dogs will cause
mischief – chewing and biting,
barking, whining and howling. This
can be distressing for your dog but

Who is looking
after your dog?

Dogs die in
hot cars

IF you are considering boarding
your dog in East Devon or anywhere
in the UK, always check the facility
is licenced by the local authority.
Having a licence means the premises have been checked by a veterinary surgeon and local authority
officer to ensure the minimum requirements are met in terms of the
health, safety and welfare of your
dog. For more information you can
refer to our list of licenced facilities.
eastdevon.gov.uk/animalboarding

DOGS can die in hot cars – so don’t
leave your dog alone in a car – not
even for a short while when it is
sunny. If temperatures reach 22C
outside, the inside of a car can
reach 47C within minutes. Dogs
naturally pant to keep cool but
in a hot stuffy car dogs can’t cool
down, even if a window is open or
sunshield is used. If you see a dog
in distress call the police (101) as
they will be able to break into the
car if necessary.

EAST DEVON EDDIE’S

bite-sized reminders
What advice does our mascot Eddie have
for responsible dog ownership?

may also annoy your neighbours.
Take a peek at how your dog behaves once you have left the house
or leave a tape recorder switched on
to record any noise. Contact our environmental health team for advice
on what to look out for and what
you can do. We will contact you if
we receive complaints.

Ref. 0126

In the dog house

09/17

When staying at home
is no longer an option, our
Pet Friendly Care Home
Register lists care homes
and retirement housing
happy to accept residents
with pets, and providing
previous arrangements
have been made with us
we will take on life time
care of a bereaved pet.

Correct at time of production

A NETWORK of 15,000
volunteers ‘hold hands’ with
owners to provide vital loving
care for their pets. We keep
them together – for example,
we’ll walk a dog every day for
a housebound owner, we’ll
foster pets when owners
need hospital care, we’ll fetch
the cat food, or even clean out
the bird cage, etc.

The Cinnamon Trust –
peace of mind for owners,
love, care and safety for
beloved pets. But helping 32,142 people a year
with 41,342 animals and
running two home from
home sanctuaries costs.
We need your help to
make sure we’re always
there cinnamon.org.uk or
telephone 01736 757900.

ç Use licensed kennels
ç Muzzle any little nippers
ç Dogs need chips
ç Care enough to pick up
ç Love your dog

Printed on paper from sustainable sources

What if you fall ill and there is no one
to look after your dog?

