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DUNKESWELL PARISH PLAN

Dunkeswell parish is situated in the countryside north of Honiton, and is fully within
the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The parish has about 1200
people on the electoral roll and about 2000 total population. It has grown from an
electoral roll of about 300 in 1985 as a result of the construction of a new estate of
about 550 dwellings on land originally used to accommodate the personnel for the
wartime airfield. This airfield was used between 1943 and 1945 by the American
Navy (Fleet Air Wing 7) for anti-submarine warfare.

The new estate, which includes a small shopping centre, post office and a doctors’
surgery, is separated from the old village by about a kilometre of narrow road. The
old village contains the church, village hall and public house.

At the time the outline planning permission was granted for the housing development
in 1959, a large area of land on the airfield was also granted planning permission for
industrial use, as Dunkeswell was then seen as a ‘Key Settlement’. No account was
then taken of the effects of all these permissions on the traffic generated. In the 1980s
the maintenance area of the airfield was sold off by government as a further industrial
area. We now have a large industrial area, not yet complete, and all the associated
traffic problems with no means for solution.

The parish council has been at pains to find out the views of the inhabitants about the
future of the parish, and initiated a Parish Appraisal in about 1991, a very successful
Planning for Real exercise in about 1999, and a subsequent survey of planning needs
carried out by a retired planner from the County Council. These gave the council
some very clear indications of what needed to be done, and allowed us to formulate a
draft plan for the future. This draft was displayed to the public at several venues, and
the comments were incorporated to produce the plan now attached.

We hope that the relevant parts can become Supplementary Planning Guidance
attached to the emerging Local Plan, and that the whole plan will become important
guidance for the future development of the parish.

ISSUE 1.
Affordable housing provision to meet local parish needs.
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Lead bodies/partners.

The District Council has carried out a housing needs survey for the whole district. The
Blackdown Hills Rural Partnership (BHRP) is interested in provision in the whole
AONB. The Community Council of Devon has the know-how for a local survey but is
awaiting further guidance from the Countryside Agency. The Housing Association
(Hastoe) who already has six homes in the parish. The parish council should initiate a
survey in conjunction with BHRP.



ISSUE 2
Provision of more market housing is unlikely, as the District Council has decided that
any er housing will go to the Area Centres.
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ISSUE 3.

Industrial/employment development has been excessive already, even though it has
not yet finished on the land approved in 1959. The supply has been exacerbated by the
sale of the old World War 2 maintenance area, which itself needs redevelopment to
bring it up to modern standards.
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Lead bodv/partners.

District Council through the East Devon Local Plan. District Council Liconomy
Section/Regional Development Agency over the redevelopment of the maintenance
area, in conjunction with parish council.

ISSUE 4.

Traffic through the village and on the road to Honiton has built up over the last ten
years as a result of the housing growth and particularly the industrial development
(not yet complete) so that there are many complaints about the quantity of traffic, the
numbers of HGVs and the excessive speeds through the 30 mile per hour speed limit.
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Lead body/partners.
County Highways, Devon & Cornwall Police with the parish council.




ISSUE 5.

There are more than 100 primary school pupils being despatched by bus every day,
and the parish would benefit from the construction of a new primary school. The
effect of this on schools currently used by Dunkeswell pupils (especially
Broadhembury) will need to be addressed.
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The county education authority. which has so far refused to contemplate a new school
at Dunkeswell. needs to be pressurised to change its mind.

Lead bodv/partners.

The parish council. with support from its county councillor and MP. will make a
renewed effort to influence the education authority.

ISSUE 6.

The public rights of way network, which is fully open and well maintained, has no
connection with the Highfield estate, so that all walkers have to use public roads to
gain access.

an approach to the landowner is now needed.

Lead bodv/partners.

Parish council will approach landowner and then organise with county ROW section
for new route.

ISSUE 7.
Community facilities need to be expanded to cope with the steady increase in
population.

Lead bodv/partners.
Parish Council and the communities section of the District Couneil will need to agree
on the way ahead.




ISSUE 8.
Provision for youth work is only just surviving, as youth workers are very hard to
find. There is a clear demand for this work to continue.

A regular vouth worker needs to be appointed

Lead body/partners.
The county youth service, Blackdown Hill Rural Partnership and the parish council

need to co-operate in solving this problem.

ISSUE 9.
The bus service is inadequate, particularly since the termination of the post bus , and

there is no service on Sundays.
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l.ead body/partners.
Parish council and county highways.







