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Foreword 
The Sid Valley area, with a total population of 15,500, with its amazing coast and outstanding landscape, requires well-planned and managed 
development.  The designated Sid Valley Neighbourhood Plan area includes Sidmouth, Sidbury, Sidford and Salcombe Regis.  
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A consistent and strong message echoed through our consultations, 
was that development in the Sid Valley, whether rural or urban, must 
take account of its highly prized natural and built environment and its 
cultural and community assets for the benefit of future generations 
and visitors. 
 
VISION   
The vision for the Sid Valley captures the aspirations of the community 
and provides a cohering framework for our Neighbourhood Plan.   
 
Our vision is of a Sid Valley that maintains and promotes its rural and 
coastal beauty and welcoming community and advances its appeal to 
young and old through providing a diverse economy to support a 
high quality of life, work and visitor experience. 
 
This vision conserves and enhances our picturesque location on the 
Jurassic Coast. It nurtures and promotes the ambience of our 
community to which both residents and visitors connect. 
To realise our vision, our Neighbourhood Plan encourages changes 
which benefit our community; children and young people and 
families and older people and the economy. 
 
Appropriate developments should complement and protect our 
natural environment whilst improving the existing built environment 
in our town and villages in both scale and character. Development 
should reinvigorate the Eastern End of Sidmouth, known as Port 
Royal, to become a culturally vibrant centre for the community and 
visitors, incorporating facilities with links to the sea. 
Adopted January 2018 
 
Map 1- Sid Valley Neighbourhood Plan Area 
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THE CONTEXT FOR OUR VISION 
 
The Sid Valley is comprised of four distinct but connected areas; 
the seaside resort of Sidmouth and the rural villages of Salcombe 
Regis, Sidford and Sidbury.  
The area has a wealth of Georgian, Victorian and Edwardian 
architecture which in Sidmouth, contributes to a high-status 
townscape of national significance. The town has a wide range of 
retail businesses and offers high quality year- round 
accommodation of different types. 
The area is renowned for its outstanding natural environment and 
quality of life for those who live and visit.  It has a strong tourism 
sector which has the potential to grow and diversify.   
To meet the needs of our community the Sid Valley requires 
carefully balanced development providing suitable and affordable 
housing for residents both young and old.  Our vision through the 
Neighbourhood Plan promotes quality employment opportunities, 
revitalises tourism and connects people with what the Sid Valley 
has to offer.   
 
Achieving our Vision 
Our goal is to promote a more balanced community by respecting 
the interconnections between the (SVNP) themes.  People who live 
in the Sid Valley have a strong sense of the Sid Valley as a whole.  
Our plan supports a joined-ǳǇ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ΨǇƭŀƴ-ƛƴΩ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
sustain the Sid Valley as a unique and beautiful place for all. The Sid  
 
 

                                                 
1 Buildings for life /www.builtforlifehomes.org/ 

 

Valley Development Principles Policy (Policy 1) provides an 
overarching policy that will guide any regeneration, or new 
development in the SVNP area. The AONB is a defining 
characteristic, and so any growth must be managed sensitively. 
Careful consideration will be needed if development is considered 
within the AONB or to the edges of the Sidmouth/Sidford Built Up 
Area in particular. The Sid Valley Place Analysis (Appendix 1) will 
guide developers as to the form and character that will be 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ΨƛƴŦƛƭƭΩ ǇƭƻǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ 
explain in more detail the plan requirements. Where development 
takes place outside of the settlement boundary, the development 
will be expected to pay regard to the characteristics of the adjacent 
built up area. 
The SVNP expects any housing development to achieve 12 Greens 
in Building for Life 121, as well as adopt Manual for Streets2 
highway standards that are commensurate with the character 
areas as set out in the Place Analysis. Any mixed use or large-scale 
redevelopment, such as Port Royal (Eastern Town), will expect a 
master planning and community engagement exercise, such is the 
significance of any change of this scale to the SVNP area. 
 
The SVNP aims to balance economic growth (jobs and reasons to 
visit) and the housing needs of the local community with the 
protection and enhancement of its town, villages and open spaces.  
Our policies provide local, specific detail to implement the 
provisions of the East Devon Local Plan3.   
 
 

2 manual for streets  
3 EDDC local plan 

http://www.builtforlifehomes.org/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/.../pdfmanforstreets.pdf
http://eastdevon.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/local-plan-2013-2031/
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Our policies are informed by a wide range of community views 
gathered through extensive public consultations, a housing needs 
survey (Appendix 2) and a consultative strategic Place Analysis.  
hǳǊ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻŦ 
which was sent to over 7000 households and generated an 
impressive 25% response rate with 1863 questionnaires being 
returned, representing the largest ever survey of local opinion in 
the Sid Valley.  
The Sid Valley Place Analysis forms an integral part of the SVNP and 
provides an in-depth understanding of the nine-character areas 
that define the Sid Valley, and provides structural and design 
recommendations which are referenced in the SVNP policies.  

Character Areas in Sidmouth 
Bickwell Valley 
Elysian Fields 
Hillside 
Town Centre & Esplanade 
Sidford Road & The Byes 
Sidford 
Woolbrook 
For description of these areas, please see the Place Analysis 
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Map 2 - Character Areas 
 

 
  

SIDBURY 

SALCOMBE  

Map 3 - Sidbury and Salcombe Regis 
 

 
LOCALISM AND COMMUNITIES 

 
 
Neighbourhood planning for communities was introduced 
through the Localism Act 2011.  Communities can shape 
development in their areas through the production of a 
Neighbourhood Plan which will become part of the statutory 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ {±bt ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
approach to planning, which aims to give local communities more 
say about what goes on in their area. The policies contained 
within them are then used in the determination of planning 
applications.  Neighbourhood Plan policies must be consistent 
with the strategic policies set out in the East Devon Local Plan 
which was adopted in 2016. What they can do is to shape where 
that development will go and what it will look like.   
 
Neighbourhood Plans are developed through community 
consultation and must be based on evidence. 
 
Through the SVNP we are supporting the delivery of positive 
places for people to live and work through informing future 
development that is acceptable, appropriate and meets the 
needs and aspirations of the people of the Sid Valley. 
 
 




