Appendix 3
Appraisal of Strategic Policies

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 1: Overall Spatial Strategy for Development in East Devon

1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

4: To improve the population’s
health
5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

++?

The strategy is likely to have significant positive effects on this objective, due to the high
number of new homes that it states will be provided in East Devon during the plan period
(15,000), 10% of which will be provided outside of the main towns in smaller towns,
villages and rural areas and 40% of which will be provided in the seven towns across the
District, therefore being geographically accessible to a wide range of people. However,
there is some uncertainty attached to this effect as the strategy does not specify what
proportion (if any) of these new homes are to be affordable.

+/-?

The fact that the majority of the new homes to be provided will be in East Devon’s West
End (50%) or within the seven main towns in the District (40%) means that their
residents would be located within reasonable proximity of the services and facilities
already located in these towns. However, if the high numbers of homes provided are not
supported by the development and expansion of the services necessary to support a
growing population, existing services in these settlements may become overloaded;
therefore both positive and negative effects are possible in relation to this objective.

+/-?

Positive effects are likely to result from this strategy in relation to education and skills
development, due to the fact that the strategy makes provision for 170ha of employment
land across the District, which should result in increased opportunities being available for
work-based training and education for local people. However, as with community services
(described above), it is unclear from the strategy whether the additional school places will
be created that will be required by the growing population. If not, there may be negative
effects on education provision as existing schools may become over-stretched; however if
the required additional school places are provided, positive effects should result.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have any direct effects on this objective.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have any direct effects on this objective. It is
possible that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and
thus greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect
effect and cannot be assumed.
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6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-?

It is possible that the strategy would have a negative effect on this objective as the
development of 15,000 new homes and 170ha of designated employment land across the
District may result in an increase in noise levels, during the construction phase in
particular. Such effects may be particularly notable as the majority of the development is
planned within or adjacent to existing settlements whose residents may therefore be
more easily disturbed. In addition, the increase in homes and employment land may lead
to a growing volume of vehicle traffic across the District which may have resulting
impacts on noise levels. However, such effects are uncertain and depend on the precise
location of the development and on the presence of sensitive receptors.

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

+/-?

Development of the scale detailed under this strategy may enhance the overall quality of
the built environment, as new buildings and sites are likely to be developed to a high
standard. However, large-scale development also has the potential to compromise the
quality and setting of historic assets such as listed buildings, although this will be
determined by the precise spatial location of development in relation to such assets;
something that is assessed under the more specific spatial policies. As such, the potential
effects of the strategy are mixed and uncertain.

?

The development proposed within this strategy may have a significant impact on the
landscape character of the District due to its large-scale; however the impacts will depend
on factors such as the topography of the land and the screening potential at individual
development sites which is unknown at present. In addition, the effect of the strategy on
the wise use of land will depend largely on the extent to which previously developed
brownfield sites are used for the housing and employment development proposed, which
is also unknown at this time.
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10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-?

It is likely that the large-scale growth proposed across the District under this strategy will
have an adverse effect on local amenity as the increase in population and employmentrelated activities may result in impacts such as increased vehicle traffic. However, the
impacts on this objective will depend on factors such as the scale and precise location of
each development site and the availability of public transport links to help mitigate any
such increases in traffic. As such, the likely scale of the potential negative effects is at
present uncertain.

?

The effects of the strategy on biodiversity will depend largely on the precise location of
planned development sites and whether these overlap with sites of biodiversity
importance. This is less likely to be the case for the housing and employment land that is
planned within and immediately adjacent to existing urban areas; however 10% of
housing is planned within rural areas and may therefore be more likely to impact on local
biodiversity assets. The likely effect of the overall spatial strategy on this objective is
therefore uncertain.

+

The fact that the majority of the housing and employment development proposed in the
District is planned in the West End and the District’s other main towns means that there
are likely to be relatively good opportunities for people to make use of sustainable
transport links rather than relying on private car use.

-

The large-scale development proposed in the overall spatial strategy may well have a
negative impact on soil quality; however this is dependent to some extent on the precise
location of the development and the extent to which this takes place on previously
developed land, which is uncertain at this stage. In addition soil sealing and compaction is
likely to become an issue during both the construction phase and once developments are
built, with potential impacts on water infiltration and quality. The extent to which
development may impact on water quality will depend on currently unknown factors such
as the capacity for local sewage treatment works to cope with the additional demand from
15,000 new homes; however additional runoff from hard surfacing is likely to have a
negative impact to some degree.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
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14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

+/-

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

The fact that the majority of the housing and employment development proposed across
the District is to be located in the West End and the District’s seven main towns means
that there are likely to be relatively good opportunities for people to make use of
sustainable transport links rather than relying on private car use, thereby reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. However, development on the scale proposed within this
strategy will inevitably result in an increase in greenhouse gas emissions overall,
therefore mixed effects on this objective are considered likely.

?

The large-scale growth planned across the District may increase the flood risk if the area
of impermeable land is significantly increased; however if the majority of development
takes place on previously developed land this may not be an issue. In addition, there may
be opportunities for the new development to incorporate flood prevention measures such
as SUDS, to help reduce localised flooding. As such, the likely effects on this objective are
at present uncertain.

+/-

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
development on the scale set out in this strategy will inevitably lead to higher energy
consumption overall, there may also be good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy production into new developments, particularly considering that strategy 33
endorses renewable energy generation across the District. As such, the likely effects are
mixed.

+/-

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development; instead it will be determined by
waste management practices within the development. It can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely.

++

The provision of at least 170ha of employment land across the District should have a
significant positive impact on employment growth, helping to match employment
provision with the population growth that will result from the provision of 15,000 new
homes over the plan period.
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19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+/-

The spatial strategy for the District states that the seven main towns in East Devon will
form a focal point for development, therefore indicating that positive effects on this
objective are likely; however around 50% of new homes are to be located in East Devon’s
West End, and residents in this area are more likely to use Exeter as their local centre for
services, shopping etc., which may have a negative impact on the viability of the small
towns elsewhere in the District. As such, mixed effects are considered likely overall.

+

The provision of at least 170ha of employment land should have a positive impact on
encouraging investment within the District. In addition, the increased population that will
result from the provision of 15,000 new homes would increase the available workforce
and thus may have some positive effects in terms of encouraging inward investment.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 2: Scale and Distribution of Residential Development in
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

++

The strategy sets out how a total of 14,695 new homes will be distributed across the
District, including providing for housing in smaller settlements and rural areas, thereby
ensuring that new housing, which is likely to be of good quality, will be accessible to a
larger range of people. Significant positive effects on this objective are therefore
considered likely.
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East Devon

+/-?

A large proportion of the housing is allocated in existing urban areas, meaning that the
residents will be more easily able to access services and facilities. However, in those
settlements it will be necessary to ensure that additional/enhanced services are provided
to meet the growing population, otherwise they may become overloaded. In addition,
1,514 homes are proposed smaller settlements (villages and hamlets) and rural areas,
and the residents of these homes may be less easily able to access community services
which tend to be located in the larger settlements. As such, mixed effects are likely
overall, although this is uncertain depending on the level of service provision alongside
the housing development proposed. Phasing of housing and provision of services will be
important as well to ensure that services are in place before new homes are occupied, to
avoid adverse effects.

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+

The strategy sets out how 168.4ha of employment land is to be distributed across the
District (although this is set out in the supporting text rather than in the text box for the
strategy itself), which should mean that opportunities for work-based learning and skills
development are increased, thereby having a significant positive effect on this objective.
In addition, the fact that some of the employment land is to be provided in smaller
settlements as well as the main market towns means that such opportunities should be
available to a larger proportion of the population.

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. It is possible
that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus
greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect
and cannot be assumed.

-

The scale of development proposed across the District may mean that some residents are
affected by noise disturbance; both during the construction phase and after if additional
vehicle traffic is generated at a scale that may increase noise levels. This is particularly
likely as a large proportion of the housing and employment land to be developed is
allocated in existing urban areas, where a larger number of people will be living within
close proximity therefore may be affected more easily by construction noise.

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution
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7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

?

The large number of houses that are allocated through this strategy will result in a
notable increase in the District’s population, which may put pressure on existing cultural,
social and leisure facilities, causing them to become overloaded. However, if the housing
development is accompanied by new cultural, social and leisure provision, positive effects
are likely to result. Therefore the likely effects are at present uncertain.

+/-?

The large-scale development that this strategy allocates across the District may have an
adverse impact on historic assets, depending on their location, although good quality new
housing development may offer opportunities to enhance the quality of the built
environment overall. As such, the likely effects may be both positive and negative but are
currently uncertain.

+/-?

The large-scale housing and employment land development that this strategy allocates
across the District may have an adverse effect on the landscape character of East Devon,
depending on factors such as the location and size of individual development sites, the
design of buildings and the potential for screening at particular sites, as well as their
proximity to the East Devon AONB. The effects of development on the wise use of land
will depend largely on the extent to which it occurs on greenfield and brownfield sites. As
the strategy allocates a large proportion of the development in existing urban areas, there
may be good opportunities for developing previously developed sites and re-suing existing
buildings. As such, the likely effects of the policy overall are mixed but currently
uncertain.

-?

The large-scale housing and employment land development that this strategy allocates
across the District may have an adverse effect on local amenity e.g. by increasing levels
of vehicle traffic. However, this will depend on factors such as the provision of sustainable
transport links in and around development sites. In addition, the quality and character of
the local environment may be compromised where development takes place on a scale
that will alter the appearance and atmosphere of a particular area; something that is
particularly likely to be an issue in rural areas. However, the majority of the development
is allocated in existing urban areas, where these issues are less likely to arise. As such,
the potential negative effect is minor and uncertain.
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11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

-?

The strategy allocates some of the housing and employment land development in rural
areas of the District, where it is more likely to infringe on biodiversity assets, e.g. leading
to fragmentation of habitats. However, the extent to which an adverse effect is likely to
occur will depend on factors such as the proximity of a development site to biodiversity
assets, therefore the potential negative effect is at present uncertain.

+/-?

The fact that the majority of the development that is allocated across the District under
this strategy is located in the existing urban centres means that opportunities for the use
of sustainable transport may be improved and journey lengths (e.g. residents commuting
to their workplaces) should be shorter. However, this is uncertain as it will depend on the
presence of sustainable transport links to and from development sites. In addition, the
strategy also allocates some of the development in rural areas where the opposite effect
is likely. As such, the overall effects are mixed and uncertain.

+/-?

The housing numbers allocated through this strategy may lead to an adverse impact on
water quality depending on the location of development in relation to waterbodies, and on
the capacity of sewage treatment works to cope with the additional demand. If the
employment and housing development leads to an increase in vehicle traffic across the
District, negative impacts on air quality may also result. The likely impacts on soil quality
will depend on factors such as the proportion of development that takes place on
greenfield sites and the amount of hard surfacing that is used in the development causing
soil sealing The fact that much of the development is allocated in urban areas means that
there may be good potential for focusing development on brownfield sites. As such, the
potential effects of the strategy on this objective are mixed but uncertain.

+/-

Development of the scale that is allocated under this strategy will inevitably lead to an
increase in greenhouse gas emissions, both through the construction and development
process and as a result of increased vehicle movements. However, the fact that the
majority of the development that is allocated across the District under this strategy is to
be located in the existing urban centres means that opportunities for the use of
sustainable transport may be improved and journey lengths (e.g. residents commuting to
their workplaces) should be shorter. In addition, new development may offer good
opportunities for incorporating measures such as renewable energy installations, which
would help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. As such, the likely effects are mixed.

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases
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15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

+/-

Development of the scale that is allocated under this strategy may notably increase the
proportion of impermeable land throughout East Devon. However, the fact that most of
the development is allocated in urban areas means that there may be good potential for
focusing development on brownfield sites, reducing this effect. In addition, new
development sites may offer good opportunities for incorporating measures such as SUDS
to reduce the risk of flooding. As such the likely effects are mixed.

+/-

The large-scale development that is allocated under this strategy is likely to increase
energy consumption overall; however the fact that most of the development is allocated
in existing urban areas may mean that there are good opportunities for reusing existing
sites and buildings. In addition, the new development may offer good opportunities for
incorporating renewable energy installations. As such the likely effects are mixed.

+/-

The likely effects of this strategy on waste management are uncertain as this will depend
on factors such as the waste management practices and recycling facilities within a
development and not on its spatial distribution (which this strategy is concerned with).
Re-using existing buildings (which may be more feasible as the development is mainly
allocated within urban areas) will have positive effects on waste minimisation; however
completely new development may provide better opportunities for establishing more
sustainable waste management practices and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed
effects are likely overall.

++

The large-scale development allocated under this strategy should have significant positive
effects on this objective, due to the large amount of employment land to be provided
across the District. Because this is allocated in rural areas as well as existing urban areas,
the number of people able to easily access the new job opportunities should be increased.

++

The strategy ensures that housing and employment land development is allocated in the
small towns of the District, meaning that the associated social and economic benefits will
extend to these areas rather than being focused in the urban fringe area of the West End
only.

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon
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20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

++

The significant amount of employment land allocated under this strategy should have a
significant positive impact in terms of encouraging businesses to locate in the District,
whilst the housing development allocated in both urban and more rural areas will help to
ensure that there is an available workforce, increasing the attractiveness of East Devon to
investors.
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

++

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

++

Significant positive effects are considered likely to result from this strategy as it endorses
affordable housing provision to meet local needs.
Significant positive effects are considered likely to result from this strategy as it places
emphasis on social considerations and states that provision should be made for
community services such as village halls, recreation space etc. to meet local needs.

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

++

4: To improve the population’s
health

++

Significant positive effects are considered likely to result from this strategy as it states
that provision should be made for healthcare services and recreation space to meet local
needs.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have any direct effects on this objective. It is
possible that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and
thus greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect
effect and cannot be assumed.

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

Significant positive effects are considered likely to result from this strategy as it endorses
the provision of education and training opportunities to meet local needs.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 3: Sustainable Development

-

It is possible that the development of housing, community facilities etc. within the
District, as encouraged by this strategy, may have an adverse impact on noise levels,
particularly during the construction phase. Although the strategy states that development
must be undertaken in a way which minimises harm to biodiversity and the landscape, no
mention is made of the potential for other adverse impacts such as noise to result from
development. However, any such effects are likely to be short-term and will depend on
the precise nature and location of development and on the presence of nearby sensitive
receptors.

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

++

Significant positive effects are considered likely to result from this strategy as it states
that provision should be made for community services such as village halls, recreation
space etc. to meet local needs. Maintaining a high quality natural environment would also
impact positively on the availability of outdoor leisure opportunities.

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

?

It is not clear whether the strategy includes built and historic assets when it states that
the environment should be conserved and enhanced. If this were to be specified, positive
effects would result but this is at present uncertain.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment
11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

++

Significant positive effects are considered likely to result from this strategy as it states
that development should be undertaken in a way in which the quality of the landscape will
be conserved and ideally enhanced, and states that developers should maximise the
proportion of their developments that take place on previously developed land.

+/-

Maintaining a high quality environment and helping to establish fully functional
communities, as endorsed by this strategy, is expected to result in positive effects on this
objective. However, if the development of housing, community facilities etc. were to
cause noise pollution (as described above), this may have an adverse impact on local
amenity. As such, the likely effects are mixed.

++

Significant positive effects on biodiversity are expected to result from this strategy as it
makes strong provision for the protection and enhancement of the natural environment,
including biodiversity.
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12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

The strategy is not considered likely to have any direct effects on this objective.
0

+

It is not explicitly stated that the reference to the conservation and enhancement of the
natural environment includes air and water quality, but the strategy does encourage
developers to maximise the proportion of their developments that take place on
previously developed land which would have a positive effect on maintaining soil quality.

++

The strategy endorses the development of renewable energy and minimising the use of
fossil fuels and therefore reducing carbon dioxide emissions, as well as reusing and
recycling, which would have a significant positive effect on this objective.

++

This strategy directly refers to reducing flood risk by endorsing the use of sustainable
drainage systems, and encourages development on previously developed land. As such,
a significant positive effect on this objective is likely.

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

++

The strategy directly endorses the development of renewable energy and minimising
fossil fuel use and resource consumption, as well as reusing and recycling, all of which
should have a positive effect on this objective.

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

++

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

++

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

+

The strategy directly endorses minimising resource consumption and reusing and
recycling, which should result in significant positive effects on this objective.
The strategy includes an aim to encourage sustainable economic development, including
securing jobs, which would have a significant positive effect on this objective.

The strategy endorses the provision of (affordable) housing as well as community services
and facilities to meet people’s needs right across the District, and will include in the
smaller market towns, therefore positive effects on this objective are considered likely..

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 3: Sustainable Development
20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have any direct effects on this objective.
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs
4: To improve the population’s
health
5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

++

Requiring social and community facilities to be provided alongside or funded by new
housing development right across the District should have a significant positive effect on
this objective as this will prevent existing facilities from becoming overloaded as a result
of the increased population, and people in more rural areas will have better access to
services without the need to travel long distances.

++

Requiring education facilities to be provided alongside or funded by new housing
development should have a significant positive effect on this objective as this will prevent
existing schools and other education facilities from becoming overloaded as a result of the
increased population and will generally increase the education provision in the District. In
addition, the provision of local jobs alongside housing should increase the opportunities
available for work-based training and skills development.

+

This strategy will have a positive impact on the health of the local population as the
provision of community facilities and services includes healthcare facilities.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. It is possible
that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus
greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect
and cannot be assumed.
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6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-

++

+/-?

Providing employment development and new community services and facilities alongside
housing development may result in a short term negative impact in terms of increased
noise levels during the construction phase in particular, affecting nearby residents.
Requiring social and community facilities to be provided alongside new housing
development should have a significant positive effect on this objective as this should
maintain a balance between population levels and the available cultural, social and leisure
facilities.
If development is provided in close proximity to historic assets such as listed buildings,
there may be an adverse impact on their quality and/or setting. However, this is
dependent on the precise location of development in relation to such assets and on the
nature and design of the new development. However, it is also possible that new
development (housing, employment and community facilities) may improve the overall
quality of the built environment within existing communities. As such, the potential
effects are mixed but uncertain.

-?

The strategy may lead to an increase in the scale of development across the District, due
to the requirement to develop community facilities etc. alongside new housing
development. As such, it may contribute to an adverse impact on the landscape, although
this impact will be largely dependent on the precise location, type and design of new
development which is unknown. As such, the potential negative effect is uncertain.

+/-?

The strategy may lead to an increase in the scale of development across the District due
to the requirement to develop community facilities etc. alongside new housing
development; therefore it may lead to an adverse impact on local amenity. However, the
provision of local jobs and facilities in close proximity to new housing development may
reduce the need for private car use, having a positive impact on local amenity. As such,
the potential effects of the strategy are mixed and uncertain.
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11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon
-?

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

++

The strategy may lead to an increase in the scale of development across the District, due
to the requirement to develop community facilities etc. alongside new housing
development. If this development is provided in close proximity to biodiversity assets
such as designated nature conservation sites, there may be an adverse impact on their
quality. However, this is dependent on the location of development in relation to such
assets, and on the nature of the development.
Requiring social and community facilities and local jobs to be provided alongside new
housing development should have a significant positive effect on this objective as it will
be less necessary to commute long distances to reach these facilities and for work.

+/-?

Requiring social and community facilities and local jobs to be provided alongside new
housing development should have a positive effect on this objective as it will be less
necessary to commute long distances to reach these facilities and for work by private car,
which should impact positively on air quality. The potential for adverse impacts on soil
and water quality will depend on factors such as the proportion of development that takes
place on previously developed land, which is also unknown at this stage.

+/-

Reduced journey lengths as a result of the provision of local jobs and services alongside
new housing development should result in a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions
through private car use. However, mixed effects are considered likely overall as the
development of the jobs and community facilities that this strategy states must
accompany housing development will inevitably result in an increase in greenhouse gas
emissions.

?

The effect of this strategy on flood risk will depend on the precise location of the
employment and community facilities development that the strategy states must
accompany new housing. If this is on flood-prone land, a negative impact is likely;
however new development may offer good opportunities for the incorporation of SUDS
etc. to reduce flood risk. As such, the likely effect is at present uncertain.

?

The effect of this strategy on efficient energy consumption will depend on factors such as
the incorporation of renewable energy installations within the employment and
community facilities development that the strategy states must accompany new housing,
which is not specified. As such, the likely effect is at present uncertain.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 4: Balanced Communities
17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

?

++

The effect of this strategy on waste management will depend on factors such as the
availability of recycling facilities within the employment and community facilities
development that the strategy states must accompany new housing, which is not
specified. As such, the likely effect is at present uncertain.
Requiring local jobs to be provided alongside new housing development should have a
significant positive effect on this objective, with the strategy specifically aiming to balance
the number of jobs available with the local population.

++

The strategy is expected to have a significant positive effect on this objective as the
provision of services and jobs alongside housing development should reduce the need to
travel from the smaller market towns to larger centres such as Exeter for work and
facilities, and would help to retain residents and economic activity in the smaller towns. A
balanced community in terms of the age of residents will help to ensure that smaller
villages and market towns in particular retain and improve their vitality.

+?

The measures aimed at achieving balanced communities should result in improved
retention of younger working age people in the District’s smaller towns, which may make
them more appealing to investors due to the availability of an appropriate workforce.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 5: Environment
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 5: Environment
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

4: To improve the population’s
health

+

The provision of open space within new development and additional green infrastructure
throughout the District will have a positive impact on this objective by increasing
opportunities for walking, cycling and other forms of active leisure and recreation.

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

+/-?

The strategy may affect people’s fear of crime, depending on its design e.g. whether
greenspaces are appropriately designed to promote safety and visibility. As such, either
positive or negative impacts on this objective are possible.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

+?

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

+?

The retention of open space and the provision of new green infrastructure will ensure that
space is available for the District’s growing population to engage in leisure activities.
Depending on the location and nature of green infrastructure provided (as well as the
existing open space to be retained), the setting of historic assets within the District may
be conserved or enhanced.
The strategy specifies that new development will incorporate high quality landscaping;
therefore a positive effect on this objective is considered likely, although effects will be
dependent on the design of green space and landscaping being in keeping with local
landscape character.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 5: Environment
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

++

The strategy is likely to have a significant positive effect on the quality and character of
the local environment, by ensuring that new development incorporates high quality
landscaping. The overall appearance of the District should be enhanced through the
retention and provision of open space and green infrastructure.

++

The strategy includes various measures which are specifically intended to protect and
enhance the District’s biodiversity, including the protection and designation of particular
areas of biodiversity importance. The provision of open space and green infrastructure
within new development will help to avoid habitat fragmentation, and the wording of the
strategy seeks to ensure that the protection of biodiversity interests will take precedent
over encouraging the enjoyment of the natural environment by local people.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

+?

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases
15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

The provision of green infrastructure throughout the District may help to reduce car use if
it includes walking and cycle paths in appropriate locations; however this is currently
uncertain.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

+?

The provision of green infrastructure throughout the District may help to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from vehicle traffic if it includes walking and cycle paths in
appropriate locations; however this is currently uncertain.

+

The retention of open space and the provision of new green infrastructure will ensure that
there are areas of permeable land within new development, which should help to mitigate
any potential increase in flood risk.

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 5: Environment
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 5B: Sustainable Transport
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

?

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

+

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

This strategy could influence access to community services by requiring new developments
to encourage and allow for the use of sustainable transport. Increased public transport
provision, or the location of new development in areas that are easily accessible by public
transport, would have a positive effect on this objective by increasing access to community
services for those without a car.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

As this strategy encourages the use of sustainable modes of transport such as walking and
cycling, a positive effect is likely on this objective by promoting more active lifestyles.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 5B: Sustainable Transport
5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime
6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

0

+

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+?

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

This strategy may have a minor positive effect on noise as it encourages the use of
alternative modes of transport (such as walking and cycling) and may therefore reduce the
number of private vehicles on the roads in East Devon and the associated levels of noise.
This strategy could result in a positive effect on this objective if it were to result in the
provision of new footpaths and cycle routes within new development, as these could be
used for active outdoor leisure. However, this is currently uncertain until detailed
proposals for new developments come forward.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

+?

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

++

This strategy could have a positive impact on local amenity by requiring new
developments to encourage the use of sustainable transport, which could reduce the
number of cars on the roads. In addition, the provision of green infrastructure provision
(e.g. footpaths and cycle paths) would have a further positive effect on this objective, in
relation to the quality and character of the local environment. However, this is currently
uncertain until detailed proposals for new developments come forward.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
This strategy is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective as its purpose is
to directly encourage non-car based modes of transport such as walking, cycling and
public transport. Any new developments will need to encourage and allow for efficient,
safe and accessible means of transport with overall low impact on the environment.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 5B: Sustainable Transport
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

+

As this strategy encourages the use of sustainable transport such as walking, cycling and
public transport, it is likely to have a positive effect on air quality by reducing the number
of cars on the roads. However, the strategy is unlikely to have a direct effect on soil or
water quality.

+

As this strategy encourages sustainable transport such as walking, cycling and public
transport, a positive effect is likely in relation to this objective, as local emissions of
greenhouse gases would be reduced if there were fewer private vehicles on the roads in
East Devon.

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 6: Development within Built-Up Area Boundaries

+/-?

The potential effects of the strategy are mixed as, although the strategy permits
development (including housing) in principle within the built up area boundaries, it is
required to meet a number of criteria which may be perceived as restrictive to new
development. In addition, the strategy may be restrictive to new development proposals
outside of the defined built up area boundaries.

+/-?

The potential effects of the strategy are mixed as, although the strategy permits
development (which will include community services and facilities) in principle within the
built up area boundaries, it is required to meet a number of criteria which may be
perceived as restrictive to new development. In addition, the strategy may be restrictive
to new development proposals outside of the defined built up area boundaries.

+/-?

The potential effects of the strategy are mixed as, although the strategy permits
development (which could include education facilities such as schools) in principle within
the built up area boundaries, it is required to meet a number of criteria which may be
perceived as restrictive to new development. In addition, the strategy may be restrictive
to new development proposals outside of the defined built up area boundaries.

4: To improve the population’s
health

+/-

The strategy aims to protect the landscape and natural environment from the potential
impacts of development and will only permit development within the built up area
boundaries where it would not involve the loss of land of recreational value; therefore the
strategy expected to have a positive effect on health within the local community by
ensuring that high quality open space is available for active leisure and recreation pursuits.

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-?

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy could have a potential negative effect on this objective as noise from
construction activities may affect local sensitive receptors such as residential properties,
particularly where development is to be concentrated within the defined built up area
boundaries (therefore likely to be in closer proximity to such receptors). However, this is
uncertain as it will depend on factors such as the extent of new development coming
forward and the construction practices used on development sites as well as the proximity
of sensitive receptors which cannot be determined at this stage.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 6: Development within Built-Up Area Boundaries

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

+/-

The strategy aims to protect the landscape and natural environment from the potential
impacts of development and will only permit development within the built up area
boundaries where it would not involve the loss of land of recreational value; therefore the
strategy expected to have a positive effect on leisure provision by ensuring that high
quality open space is available for leisure and recreation. However, the strategy requires
developments to meet a number of criteria which may be perceived as restrictive to new
development, which may include cultural, social and leisure facilities.

+

The strategy requires new development within the built up area boundary (where certain
historic assets such as listed buildings are likely to be found) to be compatible with the
character of the area, which should include the character of the built environment. In
addition, it specifies that development in those area must not damage, and will where
possible support the promotion of, the townscape or historic assets.

+

The strategy aims to protect the landscape from the potential impacts of sprawling
development by permitting more development within the built up area boundaries;
therefore is expected to have a positive effect on landscape character.

+/-?

The strategy requires new development not to result in the loss of land of amenity
importance, and to be compatible with local character; therefore positive effects are likely
in this sense. However, it is possible that development within the built up area boundaries
may have more of an impact on local amenity during the construction phase as it is more
likely to be within close proximity of sensitive receptors such as residential properties, but
this is uncertain at this stage.

+

The strategy specifies that development in the built up area boundaries must not damage,
and will where possible support the promotion of, wildlife; therefore positive effects on this
objective are likely. In addition, focussing development within built up area means that it
is more likely to be steered away from designated conservation sites such as SACs, SPAs
and Ramsar sites.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 6: Development within Built-Up Area Boundaries
12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

+

The strategy encourages development to be focussed within the built up area boundaries,
where more opportunities for the redevelopment of brownfield sites are likely to exist. As
such, a positive effect on the conservation of high quality soils is likely.

+/-?

The strategy allows for development within built up area boundaries provided that the
specified criteria are met – this is likely to result in an overall increase in development
within those areas, which may have a negative effect in terms of increased greenhouse
gas emissions, although this will depend on the nature of the development and factors
such as the incorporation of renewable energy infrastructure. However, opportunities for
using public transport are more likely to be available where development is focussed
within built up areas; therefore overall effects are likely to be mixed.

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

+

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+?

+/-?

The strategy requires development to ensure that there would be no adverse impact on
flood risk; therefore a positive effect on this objective is.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy encourages development to be focussed in built up areas, where
opportunities for the reuse of existing buildings and materials on brownfield sites are likely
to be higher, which would have a positive effect in terms of waste reduction.
The potential effects of the strategy are mixed as, although the strategy permits
development (including employment-related development) in principle within the built up
area boundaries, it is required to meet a number of criteria which may be perceived as
restrictive to new development. In addition, the strategy may be restrictive to new
development proposals outside of the defined built up area boundaries.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 6: Development within Built-Up Area Boundaries
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

The effect on the vitality and viability of East Devon's towns is potentially either positive or
negative.
+/-?

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+/-?

The protection of a high quality local environment through this strategy should help to
ensure their ongoing attractiveness to residents and visitors, and the policy encourages
development to be focussed within built up areas such as the towns of East Devon, rather
than in rural areas. However, the criteria which development proposals are required to
adhere to could be seen as potentially restrictive to new development.
The potential effects of the strategy are mixed as, although the strategy permits
development in principle within the built up area boundaries, which may encourage
investment, it is required to meet a number of criteria which may be perceived as
restrictive. In addition, the strategy may be restrictive to new development proposals
outside of the defined built up area boundaries which may discourage investment in those
parts of the District.

Assessment of Alternatives:
The reasonable alternatives to this policy that have been identified are to either not include a specific policy within the Local Plan
determining built up area boundaries and to instead rely on other criteria-based policies in the Plan, or to draw the built up area
boundaries in different locations. The effects of the former approach would be likely to be broadly the same as those identified
above for Strategy 6 as it currently stands, as other policies and national guidance would continue to provide some protection to the
natural environment and other assets. However, the effects may be less pronounced without a specific policy addressing defined
areas. The likely effects of the other reasonable alternative, to change the locations of the built up area boundaries, would be
largely uncertain as they would depend on whether boundaries are drawn more closely around or further from the settlements, and
whether they incorporate or avoid specific sites and assets.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 7: Development in the Countryside
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

-?

The restrictions placed on development within the open countryside by this strategy could
prevent the development of housing in those areas.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 7: Development in the Countryside
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

-?

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+/-?

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

+

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

The restrictions placed on development within the open countryside by this strategy could
prevent the development of community services in those areas.

++

The restrictions placed on development within the open countryside by this strategy could
prevent the development of cultural, social and leisure services in those areas. However,
maintaining a high quality landscape in the open countryside will help to preserve the
local landscape as an important and high quality leisure asset,
The strategy specifies that development must not have an adverse impact on manmade
features which contribute to local character, which includes rural buildings and historic
assets; therefore a positive effect on this objective is likely.
This strategy will protect the countryside from inappropriate development, with the
specific aim of preserving the distinctive local landscape; therefore will have a significant
positive effect on landscape character.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 7: Development in the Countryside
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

++

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

+

This strategy requires development proposals that may be permitted in the open
countryside to have no harm on areas of nature conservation importance.

+

The strategy restricts development in the open countryside, where otherwise car use by
residents and employees would be likely to be high due to the relatively poor public
transport links in many rural areas of the District. As such, a positive effect is likely on
this objective as development is less likely to be permitted in the open countryside.

+

The strategy is likely to have a positive effect on this objective as development in the
open countryside would otherwise be likely to take place on greenfield rather than
brownfield sites, and avoiding this should help to conserve high quality soils. In addition,
preventing most development in the open countryside will help to avoid the potential
negative effects on air quality that may have otherwise arisen, because levels of car use
would have been more likely to increase due to the relatively poor public transport links in
many rural parts of the District.

+

The strategy restricts development in the open countryside, where otherwise car use by
residents and employees (and the associated greenhouse gas emissions) would be likely
to be high due to the relatively poor public transport links in many rural areas of the
District. As such, a positive effect is likely on this objective as development is less likely
to be permitted in the open countryside.

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

This strategy will protect the countryside from inappropriate development, with the
specific aim of preserving amenity and local environmental qualities; therefore will have a
significant positive effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 7: Development in the Countryside
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon
20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

-

+/-?

-

The restrictions placed on development in the open countryside could mean that the
development of employment sites, with the much-needed rural employment
opportunities, is prevented.

The effects on the vitality and viability of East Devon's towns are potentially mixed as
development that is not permitted in the countryside is more likely to be steered to those
towns, and depending on its nature, location and design, could have either a positive or
negative effect on the towns.
The restrictions placed on development in the open countryside could mean that
investment in those areas is discouraged.

Assessment of Alternatives:
The reasonable alternative to this policy that has been identified is to not include a specific policy within the Local Plan relating to
development in the countryside and to instead rely on other criteria-based policies in the Plan and national guidance (including that
set out in the NPPF). The likely effects of this approach would be broadly similar to those identified above for Strategy 7 as it
currently stands, as other policies and national guidance would continue to provide some protection to the countryside. However,
the effects may be less pronounced without a Local Plan policy addressing specific local issues.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 8: Development in Green Wedges
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

-?

The restrictions placed on development within Green Wedges by this strategy could
prevent the development of housing in those areas, and have a negative effect on this
objective.

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

-?

The restrictions placed on development within Green Wedges by this strategy could
prevent the development of community services in those areas, and have a negative
effect on this objective.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 8: Development in Green Wedges
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

+/-?

+?

The potential effects of this strategy are mixed, as restrictions placed on development
within Green Wedges by this strategy could prevent the development of cultural, social
and leisure services in those areas. However, maintaining a high quality landscape will
help to preserve the local landscape as an important and high quality leisure asset.
This strategy aims to protect land within Green Wedges from development that could
damage the individual identity of a settlement, and could have a positive effect on historic
features.

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

++

This strategy will protect land within Green Wedges from sporadic and isolated
development, and will promote the wise use of land; therefore will have a significant
positive effect on landscape character.

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

++

This strategy will protect land within Green Wedges from sporadic and isolated
development; therefore will have a significant positive effect on this objective.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 8: Development in Green Wedges
11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon
12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

+

This strategy aims to protect land within Green Wedges from sporadic and isolated
development and will lead to biodiversity being protected in those areas.

+?

The strategy restricts development on land within Green Belts, where otherwise car use
by residents and employees would be likely to be high due to the relatively poor public
transport links in many rural areas of the District. As such, there may be a positive effect
on this objective as development is less likely to be permitted in the open countryside.

+?

The strategy may have a positive effect on this objective as development within Green
Wedges would otherwise be likely to take place on greenfield rather than brownfield sites,
and avoiding this should help to conserve high quality soils. In addition, preventing most
development within Green Wedges will help to avoid the potential negative effects on air
quality that may have otherwise arisen, because levels of car use would have been more
likely to increase due to the relatively poor public transport links in many rural parts of
the District.

+?

The strategy restricts development within Green Wedges, where otherwise car use by
residents and employees (and the associated greenhouse gas emissions) would be likely
to be high due to the relatively poor public transport links in many rural areas of the
District. As such, there may be a positive effect on this objective as development is less
likely to be permitted within Green Wedges.

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 8: Development in Green Wedges
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

The restrictions placed on development within Green Wedges in this strategy could
prevent the development of employment land in those areas.

-?

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

+

Preventing the coalescence of towns may have a positive effect on viability by helping to
retain their distinctive character which is of importance to the tourism industry.

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

-

The restrictions placed on development within Green Wedges could mean that investment
in those areas is discouraged.

Assessment of Alternatives:
The reasonable alternatives to this policy that have been identified are to either not include a specific policy within the Local Plan
addressing development in green wedges and to instead rely on other criteria-based policies in the Plan, or to define the green
wedges in different locations. The effects of the former approach would be likely to be broadly the same as those identified above
for Strategy 8 as it currently stands, as other policies and national guidance would continue to provide some protection to the open
and undeveloped countryside. However, the effects may be less pronounced without a specific policy addressing defined green
wedges. The likely effects of the other reasonable alternative, to change the locations of the green wedges, would be largely
uncertain as they would depend on which areas are defined but if they are larger than the current green wedges the likely positive
effects on SA objectives 9 and 10 would be even more pronounced, whereas the potential negative effects on SA objectives 18 and
20 may also be more pronounced. If the green wedges were smaller in size, the reverse would occur and both the positive and
negative effects identified may be less pronounced.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 9: Major Development at East Devon’s West End

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 9: Major Development at East Devon’s West End

1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

4: To improve the population’s
health

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

++

?

+

The development of a new market town at Cranbrook and residential-led development at
Pinhoe and the area north of Blackhorse should have a significant positive effect on this
objective as a result of the large number of new homes to be provided. The strategy will
be in conformity with strategy 29 which sets targets for affordable housing provision, so it
is assumed that affordable housing will be provided within the development planned at
the West End.
It is not made clear within the strategy whether the new town at Cranbrook or the
housing development planned at Pinhoe and north of Blackhorse will include additional
services and facilities to support the increasing population. If this is the case, positive
effects would result; however if not, existing services may become overloaded, resulting
in negative effects. The score is therefore uncertain at present.
The employment and investment likely to be generated as a result of the development of
the Exeter Airport Business Park, the Exeter Science Park and Skypark, and the expansion
of the airport and other transport links should result in improved opportunities for workbased training and skills development, thereby having a positive effect on this objective.

+?

The fact that considerable development is planned within the West End urban fringe area
means that opportunities for sustainable transport use including walking and cycling are
likely to be better than elsewhere in the District, potentially encouraging local people to
be more physically active. However, it is not clear whether the new town at Cranbrook or
the housing development planned at Pinhoe and north of Blackhorse will include
additional services and facilities to support the increasing population, including healthcare
services. If this is the case, positive effects would result; however if not, existing services
may become overloaded, resulting in negative effects. The score is therefore uncertain at
present.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have any direct effects on this objective. It is
possible that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and
thus greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect
effect and cannot be assumed.
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6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-

The expansion of Exeter Airport and the local highway network improvements proposed
are likely to have a negative impact on noise levels in the area.

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

?

It is not clear whether the new town at Cranbrook or the housing development planned at
Pinhoe and north of Blackhorse will include additional cultural, social and leisure services
and facilities to support the increasing population. If this is the case, positive effects
would result; however if not, existing services may become overloaded, resulting in
negative effects on this objective. The score is therefore uncertain at present.

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

?

The effect of this strategy on built and historic assets will depend on the precise location
of the development and the proximity to any assets such as listed buildings. As such the
likely effects are uncertain.

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

--?

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-

The strategy states that development will be provided within a ‘high quality landscape
setting’; however it is not clear whether or not the development planned will itself have
an impact on this landscape setting, or whether the development will be planned in a way
that avoids any adverse impacts. It is unclear whether the strategy is simply stating that
the landscape setting is an asset which the development will benefit from, or whether it is
requiring development to contribute to and maintain this high quality setting. As such, the
likely effect is at present uncertain, but is likely to be significantly negative due to the
scale of development proposed within a relatively small area of the District, although the
requirements of new Strategy 5 should help to ensure that areas of open space and
landscaping are included within the new development, which may help to mitigate some
of the impacts on landscape character. The likely effects in terms of the wise use of land
will depend on the extent to which development takes place on previously developed land
as opposed to greenfield sites, which is also uncertain although it appears that a
significant proportion would be on greenfield land.
The expansion of Exeter Airport and improvements made to the local highway network
are likely to have a negative impact on local amenity as a result of increased traffic and
the associated noise and pollution.
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11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

-?

The effect of this strategy on biodiversity will depend on the precise location of the
development and the proximity to any particular biodiversity assets. As such the likely
effects are uncertain. However, the East Devon Pebblebed Heaths SAC, the East Devon
Heaths SPA and the Exe Estuary SPA/Ramsar site are all located within reasonably close
proximity of East Devon’s West End, and there is the potential for large-scale
development in the area to cause disturbance to these sites. In addition, non-designated
biodiversity assets may be adversely affected by development, e.g. as a result of habitat
fragmentation, depending on the proximity of development to any biodiversity assets.

+/-

The fact that large-scale development is proposed in the most urban part of the District,
within close proximity to the city of Exeter, means that smaller journey times are likely
e.g. for commuting and accessing services and facilities. However, although the strategy
makes provision for high quality public transport services, it also endorses highway
improvements, which may encourage private car use. As such, the likely effects on this
objective are mixed.

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
-?

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

+/-

The large-scale development proposed in this strategy may well have a negative impact
on soil quality; however this is dependent on the precise location of the development and
the extent to which this takes place on previously developed land, which is uncertain at
this stage although it appears that a significant proportion is planned on greenfield land.
In addition soil sealing and compaction is likely to become an issue during both the
construction phase and once developments are built, with potential impacts on water
infiltration and quality. The extent to which development may impact on water quality will
also depend on currently unknown factors such as the capacity for local sewage treatment
works to cope with the additional demand from the new homes and employment sites. As
such, the potential negative effect on this objective remains uncertain.
Although the strategy makes provision for high quality public transport services, it also
endorses highway improvements, which may encourage private car use with increased
greenhouse gas emissions associated. In addition, development of new homes and
business/science parks on a large-scale such as this will inevitably result in increased
greenhouse gas emissions due to the increased traffic generated by residents and
employees travelling to, from and around the development. As such, the likely effects on
this objective are mixed.
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15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding
+/-?

The extensive development planned in this area may result in a larger area of land
becoming impermeable, thus increasing the risk of flooding. However, it is not clear what
proportion of the land on which development is planned is previously developed, although
the majority appears to be proposed on greenfield sites, and there may also be
opportunities for incorporating measures such as SUDS into new development, thereby
reducing the risk of flooding. The likely effects are therefore mixed and uncertain.

+/-

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
development on the scale set out in this strategy is likely lead to higher energy
consumption overall (due to increased population), there may also be good opportunities
for incorporating renewable energy production into new developments. However, while
strategy 33 endorses renewable energy generation across the District, there is no specific
requirement for new developments to incorporate renewable energy generation. As such,
the likely effects are mixed.

+/-

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development; instead it will be determined by
waste management practices within the development. It can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely.

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

++

The development of the Exeter Airport Business Park, the Exeter Science Park and
Skypark should have significant positive effects in terms of increasing the employment
opportunities available for the growing local population.
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19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon
--

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

++

The provision of large scale development in the West End of the District may significantly
detract from the vitality of other smaller towns across East Devon as an increasing
number of people may be attracted to live, work, shop etc. in the west of the District
rather than in the smaller market towns. If people are led to commute out to the west of
the District, the smaller towns may become simply ‘dormitory’ towns which lose their
vitality and character. In addition, new residents to the District may be inclined to settle
in the West End or in Exeter in order to be more closely located to the jobs and facilities
provided there.
The development of the Exeter Airport Business Park, the Exeter Science Park and
Skypark, and the expansion of the airport and other transport links should have
significant positive effects in terms of increasing the attractiveness of the District for
investors. In addition, the large amount of housing to be provided in the West End will
increase the available workforce which may prove attractive to businesses looking to
locate in the area.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 10: Green Infrastructure in East Devon’s West End
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
0

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 10: Green Infrastructure in East Devon’s West End
The provision of green infrastructure in the West End and the provision of the Clyst Valley
Regional Park are likely to have a significant positive impact on the health of the local
population by providing accessible open spaces in which people can undertake outdoor
leisure and recreation activities.

4: To improve the population’s
health

++

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

+/-?

The strategy may affect people’s fear of crime, depending on its design e.g. whether
greenspaces are appropriately designed to promote safety and visibility. As such, either
positive or negative impacts on this objective are possible.

+/-?

The impacts of this strategy are potentially mixed – positive effects may arise from the
provision of recreation space in which people can gather and participate in leisure
activities in appropriate areas, therefore potentially reducing noise levels in built up parts
of the West End in particular. However, if the new parks etc. are within close proximity of
sensitive receptors, there may be adverse noise impacts arising from leisure activities
being focused in the area. Impacts will therefore depend on factors such as the distance
between green space and sensitive receptors, and the intensity and type of recreation
activities occurring.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

The provision of green infrastructure in the West End and the creation of a Clyst Valley
Regional Park are likely to have positive impacts on leisure provision by providing
accessible open spaces in which people can undertake outdoor leisure and recreation
activities.

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

++

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

+

Green infrastructure proposals can help to protect and enhance the historic environment,
having a potential positive effect on this objective.

++

This strategy is likely to have a positive effect on the landscape character by ensuring
that the large-scale development planned in the West End does not too fully dominate the
area, and that an appropriate level of greenspace remains in order to preserve the
character and quality of the landscape. The creation of a Clyst Valley Regional Park is
also likely to have a positive impact on the overall character of the District, although its
exact location is not yet known.

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon
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10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

++

The provision of green infrastructure within the West End is likely to have a positive effect
on this objective as it will help to maintain local amenity in areas of large-scale
development, maintaining areas of open space and enhancing the character and visual
appearance of the planned new development. The creation of a Clyst Valley Regional
Park is also likely to have a positive impact on the overall character of the District,
although its exact location is not yet known.

++

The provision of green infrastructure is likely to have a significant positive effect on local
biodiversity by maintaining the area of natural greenspace within urban areas and
providing space and habitat for wildlife, as well as creating habitat networks and helping
to avoid fragmentation being caused by development.

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

++

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

++

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases
15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

+

++

0

Appropriate and well-designed green infrastructure can provide walking and cycling
routes, which would have a significant positive impact on enabling the residents of East
Devon to make use of other modes of transport than private car use..
The strategy is likely to have a positive impact on soil quality by retaining greenspace and
therefore preventing development on certain areas of greenfield land.
If green infrastructure is designed so as to provide walking and cycling routes, the
reduction in private car use should have a positive impact in terms of reduced greenhouse
gas emissions.
Providing green infrastructure in the West End is likely to have a positive effect on this
objective as the significant amount of development planned in the area may result in a
notable decrease in the area of permeable land. Ensuring that green infrastructure is
provided will help to mitigate this impact and will allow water to infiltrate, thus reducing
the risk of flooding.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
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17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment
-/+?

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

It is possible that the strategy will lead to developers having to make financial
contributions to green space initiatives in the West End, which may have a negative
impact by deterring them from undertaking developments in the District. However, the
strategy is not clear with regards to whether such direct financial contributions will be
required, or how much this might be. In addition, increasing the attractiveness of the
local environment may have positive effects, making the West End an increasingly
attractive place for people to live and work. As such, the potential effects on this objective
are mixed and are currently uncertain.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 11: Integrated Transport Provision and Infrastructure
Provision at East Devon’s West End
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

++

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The provision of ICT links is likely to have a positive impact on the accessibility of services
and facilities for local people. Improved transport provision will also assist people in more
easily accessing local services and facilities.
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3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+

4: To improve the population’s
health

++

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

+

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

+

++

?

The provision of good quality IT links may have a positive impact on education provision,
e.g. by improving access to online resources.

Encouraging walking and cycling in place of private car use within and around the West
End is likely to have significant positive effects on the health of the local population as a
result of the increased level of exercise and potential improvements in local air quality.
In addition, the strategy refers to the provision of health infrastructure (taken to include
facilities such as doctors’ surgeries).
Increasing the proportion of people walking and cycling within the West End may increase
people’s perceptions of safety particularly at night and make them feel less vulnerable to
crime.
A reduction in private car use should in turn lead to reduced noise levels in the West End,
although the effects of this are only likely to be minor.

An emphasis on increasing the number of people using transport modes such as cycling
may result in improved infrastructure such as cycle paths, which constitute a valuable
recreation resource, as well as being used for day to day journeys such as work
commutes.
It is possible that the public transport infrastructure developments endorsed by this
strategy may have an adverse impact on historic assets; however this will depend on the
scale and location of the development and on the presence of such assets. As such, the
likely impact is uncertain.
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9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

+

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

+

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

+/-?

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

++

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

++

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

++/-

0

Reducing the emphasis on private car use may have a positive effect on the visual
appearance of the landscape in East Devon.

Encouraging modes of transport such as walking and cycling should have a positive
impact on local amenity by contributing to a reduction in traffic noise and associated
disturbance.
It is possible that the public transport infrastructure developments endorsed by this
strategy may have an adverse impact on biodiversity assets; however this will depend on
the scale and location of the development and on the proximity to any such assets.
However, the creation of walking and cycling routes can make space for nature; therefore
the overall effects are mixed and uncertain.
The main focus of the strategy is endorsing the provision of high quality public transport
infrastructure and encouraging walking and cycling in place of car use within and around
the West End, therefore it is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective.
Reducing levels of private car use in and around the West End is likely to result in
improved air quality in the area.
Reducing the use of private cars and increasing levels of walking, cycling and public
transport use in the West End is considered likely to have a significant positive effect on
the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, as would the provision of infrastructure
relating to low carbon heat and power supply. However, promoting ICT links may have
implications in terms of increasing energy consumption, therefore mixed effects are
considered likely overall.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
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16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible
17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

+/-

-?

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

The provision of infrastructure relating to low carbon heat and power supply is considered
likely to have a positive effect on efficient energy consumption. However, promoting ICT
links may have implications in terms of increasing energy consumption, therefore mixed
effects are considered likely overall.
The strategy requires the provision of waste disposal infrastructure in the West End,
however it does not make any mention of measures that will be employed to reduce
waste production or encourage recycling. As such, the likely effects of the strategy are
uncertain but potentially negative.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

-/+

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The requirement for developers to contribute funding towards integrated transport and
infrastructure provision may have some adverse impacts in terms of discourage
investment in the District, particularly in the current economic climate. However, the
provision of co-ordinated infrastructure may have some positive impacts in terms of job
creation and attracting inward investment; therefore mixed effects are likely overall.
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

++

This strategy is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective as it allows for
the provision of 6,000 new homes at Cranbrook up to 2026, of which some (although the
proportion is not specified) will be affordable.
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2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

4: To improve the population’s
health

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

++

Significant effects on this objective area likely to result from the strategy as it allows for
mixed use development at Cranbrook which will include social and community facilities
which will be easily accessible to all residents.

++

Significant effects on this objective area likely to result from the strategy as it allows for
mixed use development at Cranbrook which will include education facilities which will be
easily accessible to all residents as well as employment provision through the allocation of
14ha of employment land, which should increase the opportunities available for workbased training and skills development.

+?

This strategy places emphasis on encouraging walking and cycling which should have a
positive impact on the health of local people. In addition, the development at Cranbrook
is to be mixed use, incorporating easily accessible community services and facilities which
is taken to include health services (although this is not explicitly specified). The likely
effect of the strategy is therefore positive but in this sense uncertain, because if adequate
health services are not provided to support the growing population, the existing services
may become overloaded.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective. It is possible that
increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus greater
prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect and
cannot be assumed.

-?

The large number of new homes and other development proposed at Cranbrook is to take
place on a phased basis, meaning that residents of new homes may be disturbed by
ongoing development in close proximity to their homes. This effect is only expected to be
relatively short-term; however at the peak of building there will be around 500 houses
per year under construction which indicates that noise disturbance in the area is likely to
be an issue.

++

Significant positive effects on this objective area likely to result from the strategy as it
allows for mixed use development at Cranbrook which will include social and community
facilities which will be easily accessible to all residents.
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8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

+/-?

The development planned at Cranbrook may have an adverse impact on the setting of
historic assets such as listed buildings, although this will depend on the location of any
such assets and on the nature and design of the development that takes place. However,
the development may have a positive impact on the overall quality of the built
environment, as the new buildings are likely to be of a high quality. As such, the potential
effects are mixed and are at present uncertain.

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

-?

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-?

The large-scale development planned at Cranbrook may have an adverse effect on local
amenity by increasing the level of vehicle traffic and general human activity in the area.
The creation of a new town may also impact on the character of the surrounding area.

-?

The effects of this strategy on biodiversity will depend on the proximity of the
development to any particular biodiversity assets. The East Devon Pebblebed Heaths SAC,
the East Devon Heaths SPA and the Exe Estuary SPA/Ramsar site are all located within
reasonably close proximity of Cranbrook and there is the potential for large-scale
development in the area to cause disturbance to these sites e.g. through increased
vehicle traffic and recreation pressure. In addition, there may be further adverse impacts
affecting non-designated sites, for example habitat fragmentation caused by
development.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

++

The large-scale development planned at Cranbrook may have an adverse effect on the
surrounding landscape, depending on factors such as the topography of the land and the
visibility of the development.

The strategy states that there will be an emphasis on encouraging walking and cycling
through the provision of accessible routes, and the location of Cranbrook close to the
main urban area of Exeter means that public transport use may be relatively more
feasible here than elsewhere in the District. In addition, the provision of community
services and facilities within the new development should have the effect of reducing the
need to travel elsewhere for shops and other community facilities and services.
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13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

+/-?

The development at Cranbrook appears to be proposed on mainly greenfield land;
therefore a negative impact on soil quality is possible, with soil sealing and compaction
being likely to become an issue during both the construction phase and once
developments are built, with potential impacts on water infiltration and quality. The likely
effects on water quality will depend largely on the capacity for local sewage treatment
works to cope with the additional demand placed by the new development, something
which is currently unknown. However, the emphasis that the strategy places on
sustainable modes of transport means that positive effects are likely in relation to air
quality. Overall, the likely effects on this objective are therefore mixed but uncertain.

+/-

The strategy states that there will be an emphasis on encouraging walking and cycling
through the provision of accessible routes, and the location of Cranbrook close to the
main urban area of Exeter means that public transport use may be relatively more
feasible here than elsewhere in the District. As such, private car use may be less
widespread, indicating likely positive effects on this objective. However, development of
this scale will inevitably result in an increase in greenhouse gas emissions; therefore the
overall effect is likely to be mixed.

+/-?

Although development of this scale may increase the proportion of impermeable land in
the surrounding area, the strategy states that the development will be built to high
quality standards of design, and it is anticipated that this would include measures such as
SUDS; however this is not explicitly stated, therefore the potential effect is mixed but is
at present uncertain.

+/-

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
development on the scale set out in this strategy will inevitably lead to higher energy
consumption overall, there may also be good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy production into new developments, particularly considering that strategy 33
endorses renewable energy generation across the District and the strategy does state that
a CHP station will be provided. As such, the likely effects are mixed overall.
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17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+/-

++

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development; instead it will be determined by
waste management practices within the development. It can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials, particularly as the strategy states that Cranbrook will be
developed to eco town standards. As such, mixed effects are likely.
The strategy states that the mixed use development will incorporate job provision,
indicating that positive effects on this objective are likely. The provision of 14ha of
employment land should have significant positive effects in terms of ensuring that jobs
are provided to support the growing population.

+/-

The strategy includes measures to ensure that the new town of Cranbrook should itself be
created as a viable town, e.g. providing services and facilities in a series of
neighbourhood centres. However, creating a new town in the west of the District, in close
proximity to Exeter and the surrounding urban fringe, may have resulting adverse effects
on the towns in the east of the District as it focuses major development and population
growth away from these towns, contributing to a continuing focus of economic activity in
the west of the District and across the District boundary into Exeter. The strategy even
acknowledges that a proportion of Cranbrook residents would commute into Exeter for
work. As such, the overall effects on this objective are likely to be mixed.

++

The strategy allows for the provision of 14ha of employment land within the new town at
Cranbrook, indicating that positive effects are likely in terms of encouraging inward
investment. In addition, the large amount of housing to be provided in Cranbrook will
increase the available workforce which may prove attractive to businesses looking to
locate in the District.
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

++

The strategy is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective as it allows for
the provision of 600 new homes at on the land north of Blackhorse up to 2026, of which
some (although the proportion is not specified) will be affordable.

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

++

Significant effects on this objective area likely to result from the strategy as it allows for
mixed use development at the land north of Blackhorse which will include social and
community facilities which will be easily accessible to all residents.

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+

Positive effects on this objective are likely to result from the strategy as it allows for
mixed use development to the north of Blackhorse which will include education facilities
which will be easily accessible to all residents.

The strategy places emphasis on encouraging walking and cycling which should have a
positive impact on the health of local people. In addition, the development north of
Blackhorse is to be mixed use, incorporating easily accessible community services and
facilities which is taken to include health services, although this is not explicitly specified.
The likely effect of the strategy is therefore positive but in this sense uncertain, because if
adequate health services are not provided to support the growing population the existing
services may become overloaded.

4: To improve the population’s
health

+?

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective. Development
should be planned in a way that reduces people’s fear of crime.

-?

The large number of new homes and other development proposed to the north of
Blackhorse is to take place on a phased basis, meaning that residents of new homes may
potentially be disturbed by ongoing development in close proximity to their homes. This
effect is only expected to be relatively short-term however.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

++

Significant positive effects on this objective area likely to result from the strategy as it
allows for mixed use development at the land north of Blackhorse, including social and
community facilities which will be easily accessible to all residents.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 13: Development of Land North of Blackhorse/Redhayes

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

+/-?

-?

The fairly large-scale development planned at the land north of Blackhorse may have an
adverse effect on the surrounding landscape, depending on factors such as the
topography of the land and the visibility of the development.

-?

The fairly large-scale development planned at the land north of Blackhorse may have an
adverse effect on local amenity by increasing the level of vehicle traffic and general
human activity in the area. The creation of a large new settlement may also impact on
the character of the surrounding area.

-?

The effects of this strategy on biodiversity will depend on the proximity of the
development to any particular biodiversity assets. The East Devon Pebblebed Heaths SAC,
the East Devon Heaths SPA and the Exe Estuary SPA/Ramsar site are all located within
reasonable proximity of the land north of Blackhorse and there is the potential for largescale development in the area to cause disturbance to these sites e.g. through increased
vehicle traffic and recreation pressure. In addition, there may be further adverse impacts
affecting non-designated sites, for example habitat fragmentation caused by
development.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

The development planned north of Blackhorse may have an adverse impact on the setting
of historic assets such as listed buildings, although this will depend on the location of any
such assets and on the nature and design of the development that takes place. However,
the development may have a positive impact on the overall quality of the built
environment, as the new buildings are likely to be of a high quality. As such, the potential
effects are mixed and are at present uncertain.

++

The strategy states that there will be an emphasis on encouraging walking and cycling
through the provision of accessible routes, and the location of the development close to
the main urban area of Exeter means that public transport use may be relatively more
feasible here that elsewhere in the District. In addition, the provision of community
services and facilities within the new development should have the effect of reducing the
need to travel elsewhere for shops etc.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 13: Development of Land North of Blackhorse/Redhayes
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

+/-?

The development to the north of Blackhorse appears to be proposed on mainly greenfield
land; therefore a negative impact on soil quality is possible. The likely effects on water
quality will depend largely on the capacity for local sewage treatment works to cope with
the additional demand placed by the new development, something which is currently
unknown. However, the emphasis that the strategy places on sustainable modes of
transport means that positive effects are likely in relation to air quality. Overall, the likely
effects on this objective are therefore mixed but uncertain.

+/-

The strategy states that there will be an emphasis on encouraging walking and cycling
through the provision of accessible routes, and the location of the land north of
Blackhorse close to the main urban area of Exeter means that public transport use may
be relatively more feasible here that elsewhere in the District. As such, private car use
may be less widespread, indicating positive effects on this objective. In addition, the
development is planned as low or zero carbon. However, development of this scale will
inevitably result in an increase in greenhouse gas emissions; therefore the overall effect
is likely to be mixed.

+/-?

Although development of this scale may increase the proportion of impermeable land in
the surrounding area, the strategy states that the development will be built to high
quality standards of design, and it is anticipated that this would include measures such as
SUDS; however this is not explicitly stated, therefore the potential effect is mixed but is
at present uncertain.

++/-

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
development on the scale set out in this strategy will inevitably lead to higher energy
consumption overall, there may also be good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy production into new developments, particularly considering that strategy 33
endorses renewable energy generation across the District, and given that the strategy
states that low and zero carbon development standards will be met through a heat and
energy network. As such, the likely effects are mixed.

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 13: Development of Land North of Blackhorse/Redhayes
17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+/-

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development; instead it will be determined by
waste management practices within the development. It can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely.

+/-?

The strategy does not make provision for new employment land; therefore it may be that
residents of the 600 new homes will seek employment elsewhere, with associated
negative effects on the East Devon economy and longer distance commuting. However,
the Land North of Blackhorse is just to the east of the Science Park site in the West End;
therefore residents may well seek employment within all the new employment facilities
there. However, the construction of 600 new homes will provide employment
opportunities in that the construction sector but only for the short-term and only during
the latter part of the plan period when this development is scheduled to progress.

+/-

The strategy includes measures to ensure that the development should itself be created
as a viable settlement, e.g. providing services and facilities in a new neighbourhood
centre. However, creating a new urban area in the west of the District, in close proximity
to Exeter and the surrounding urban fringe, may have resulting adverse effects on the
towns in the east of the District as it focuses major development and population growth
away from these towns, contributing to a continuing focus of development activity in the
west of the District. The strategy even states that a proportion of the residents would
commute into Exeter city for work. As such, the overall effects on this objective are likely
to be mixed.

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

The strategy does not make provision for new employment land; therefore no direct effect
on this objective is expected.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 14: Development of an Urban Extension at Pinhoe

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 14: Development of an Urban Extension at Pinhoe
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

++

The strategy is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective as it allows for
the provision of 800 new homes, of which some (although the proportion is not specified)
will be affordable.

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

++

Significant effects on this objective area likely to result from the strategy as it allows for
mixed use development which will include social and community facilities which will be
easily accessible to all residents.

++

Significant effects on this objective area likely to result from the strategy as it allows for
mixed use development which will include education facilities which will be easily
accessible to all residents as well as job provision through the allocation of 3ha of
employment land, which should increase the opportunities available for work-based
training and skills development.

+?

The strategy places emphasis on encouraging walking and cycling which should have a
positive impact on the health of local people. In addition, the development is to be mixed
use, incorporating easily accessible community services and facilities, which is taken to
include health services, although this is not explicitly specified. The likely effect of the
strategy is therefore positive but in this sense uncertain, because if adequate health
services are not provided to support the growing population the existing services may
become overloaded.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. It is possible
that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus
greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect
and cannot be assumed. Development should be planned in a way that reduces people’s
fear of crime.

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

4: To improve the population’s
health

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

-?

++

The new homes and other development proposed is to take place on a phased basis,
meaning that residents of new homes may be disturbed by ongoing development in close
proximity. This effect is only expected to be relatively short-term however.
Significant positive effects on this objective area likely to result from the strategy as it
allows for mixed use development, including social and community facilities which will be
easily accessible to all residents.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 14: Development of an Urban Extension at Pinhoe

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

+/-?

The development planned at Pinhoe may have an adverse impact on the setting of
historic assets such as listed buildings, although this will depend on the location of any
such assets and on the nature and design of the development that takes place. However,
the development may have a positive impact on the overall quality of the built
environment, as the new buildings are likely to be of a high quality. As such, the potential
effects are mixed and are at present uncertain.

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

-?

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-?

The development planned may have an adverse effect on local amenity by increasing the
level of vehicle traffic and general human activity in the area. The creation of a new urban
extension may also impact on the character of the surrounding area.

-?

The effects of this strategy on biodiversity will depend on the proximity of the
development to any particular biodiversity assets. The East Devon Pebblebed Heaths SAC,
the East Devon Heaths SPA and the Exe Estuary SPA/Ramsar site are all located within
reasonably close proximity of the development site and there is the potential for largescale development in the area to cause disturbance to these sites e.g. through increased
vehicle traffic and recreation pressure. In addition, there may be further adverse impacts
affecting non-designated sites, for example habitat fragmentation caused by
development.

++

The strategy states that there will be an emphasis on encouraging walking and cycling
through the provision of accessible routes, and the location of Pinhoe close to the main
urban area of Exeter means that public transport use may be relatively more feasible here
that elsewhere in the District. In addition, the provision of community services and
facilities within the new development should have the effect of reducing the need to travel
elsewhere for shops etc.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

The development planned may have an adverse effect on the surrounding landscape,
depending on factors such as the topography of the land and the visibility of the
development.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 14: Development of an Urban Extension at Pinhoe
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
+/-?

The development at Pinhoe appears to be proposed on mainly greenfield land; therefore a
negative impact on soil quality is possible. Soil sealing and compaction is likely to become
an issue during both the construction phase and once developments are built, with
potential impacts on water infiltration and quality. The likely effects on water quality will
depend largely on the capacity for local sewage treatment works to cope with the
additional demand placed by the new development, something which is currently
unknown. However, the emphasis that the strategy places on sustainable modes of
transport means that positive effects are likely in relation to air quality. Overall, the likely
effects on this objective are therefore mixed but uncertain.

+/-

The strategy states that there will be an emphasis on encouraging walking and cycling
through the provision of accessible routes, and the location of Pinhoe close to the main
urban area of Exeter means that public transport use may be relatively more feasible here
that elsewhere in the District. As such, private car use may be less widespread, indicating
positive effects on this objective. In addition, the development is planned to be low
carbon as a result of micro-generation and decentralised energy use. However,
development of this scale will inevitably result in an increase in greenhouse gas
emissions; therefore the overall effect is likely to be mixed.

+?

The strategy states that the development will be built to high quality standards of design,
and it is anticipated that this would include measures such as SUDS; however this is not
explicitly stated, therefore the potential positive effect is at present uncertain.

+/-

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
development on the scale set out in this strategy will inevitably lead to higher energy
consumption overall, there may also be good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy production into new developments, particularly considering that strategy 33
endorses renewable energy generation across the District, and given that the strategy
states that micro-generated technology and decentralised energy systems will be in place.
As such, the likely effects are mixed.

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding
16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible
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17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+/-

+

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon
+/-

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development; instead it will be determined by
waste management practices within the development. It can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely.
The strategy states that the mixed use development will incorporate job provision,
indicating that positive effects on this objective are likely. The provision of 3ha of
employment land should ensure that jobs are provided to support the growing population.

The strategy includes measures to ensure that the development should itself be created
as a viable settlement, e.g. providing services and facilities in a new neighbourhood
centre. However, creating a new urban area in the west of the District, in close proximity
to Exeter and the surrounding urban fringe, may have resulting adverse effects on the
towns in the east of the District as it focuses major development and population growth
away from these towns, contributing to a continuing focus of economic activity in the west
of the District. The strategy even states that a proportion of the residents would commute
into Exeter city for work. As such, the overall effects on this objective are likely to be
mixed.
The strategy allows for the provision of 3ha of employment land within the new
development, indicating that positive effects are likely in terms of encouraging inward
investment. In addition, the housing to be provided will increase the available workforce
which may prove attractive to businesses looking to locate in the District.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 15: Intermodal Interchanges
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 15: Intermodal Interchanges
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-?

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

-?

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy may result in increased noise in the vicinity of the intermodal interchange,
particularly during the construction phase. However, as the exact location of the
interchange is not yet known, it is unclear how many sensitive receptors such as
residential properties are within close proximity of the site.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy could potentially have a negative impact on the built environment and
setting of historic assets, if the intermodal interchange is located within close proximity to
a built up area, which may be adversely affected by its presence, or near to historic
assets such as listed buildings. The proposal is likely to involve development over a fairly
large area of land, and therefore it is possible that there may be adverse impacts on
archaeological features although it is assumed that this would need to be investigated as
part of an environmental impact assessment at the planning application stage.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 15: Intermodal Interchanges
9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

-?

The strategy could potentially have a negative impact on landscape character as it
proposes fairly large scale development, particularly if it is located within the open
countryside. However, this is currently uncertain as the exact location of the interchange
is not yet known. In addition, this large scale development may involve the loss of a
significant area of greenfield land, although the effects of this will depend a lot on
whether this is high quality agricultural land.

-?

There may be negative impacts on local amenity during the construction phase of the
intermodal interchange, although this will depend on the presence of sensitive receptors
nearby which is currently uncertain as the exact location for the development is not
currently known. Similarly, there are potential but uncertain negative effects on local
character and environmental quality although this will depend largely on the location of
the site.

?

The effects of this strategy on biodiversity are uncertain as it is not currently known
exactly where the intermodal interchange would be located, and therefore whether it is
within close proximity of designated nature conservation sites, or if there will be sensitive
habitats or species on site which may be adversely affected by the development.

The purpose of the strategy is to provide improved facilities for rail transport of goods,
which should reduce heavy goods vehicle (HGVs) traffic within the District. However, it
++/-? will also include some facility for the transfer of goods between road vehicles; therefore
there may also be negative effects although this is uncertain as it is not clear what the
scale of this part of the proposal would be.

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
+/-?

The effect of this strategy on air quality is likely to be positive in that increased use of rail
transportation of goods would be facilitated, which would help to reduce emissions from
HGVs; however as the proposed intermodal interchange facility would also allow for
transfer of goods between road vehicles, ongoing road traffic may also be encouraged.
Negative effects on soil quality may result from the development, if it involves
development on a large area of greenfield land, particularly if this is good quality
agricultural land, but this is uncertain as the exact location of the proposal is not yet
known.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 15: Intermodal Interchanges
14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

The purpose of the strategy is to provide improved facilities for rail transport of goods,
which should reduce greenhouse gas emissions from HGV traffic within the District.
++/-? However, it will also include some facility for the transfer of goods between road vehicles;
therefore there may also be negative effects although this is uncertain as it is not clear
what the scale of this part of the proposal would be.

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

+/-?

The effects of the development on flooding may be negative if it takes place on greenfield
land, which could involve the loss of a large area of permeable surface. However, it is
also recognised that new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating
SuDS; therefore overall effects could be mixed.

+/-?

New development on this scale will inevitably have a negative impact in terms of
increased energy consumption to power new buildings etc.; however it is also recognised
that new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy
generation. As such, overall effects could be mixed.

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible
17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

-?

New development on this scale will inevitably have a negative impact in terms of
increased waste generation; however the scale of this effect would depend on factors
such as the use and implementation of a site waste management plan.

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+

The strategy should result in some local job creation, directly during the construction
phase and during the lifespan of the interchange, although it is recognised in the strategy
that the scale of direct job creation is likely to be small. However, a larger number of
jobs are likely to be created indirectly, as the improved transport links may contribute to
stimulating investment in the local area.

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The improved transport links provided by the intermodal interchange should have a
positive effect on encouraging investment, by improving the linkages between East Devon
and the rest of the UK for transporting goods.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 16 – Exeter Science Park
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+?

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-?

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The development of the Exeter Science Park may have a positive effect on this objective
as the associated employment opportunities are likely to offer opportunities for on-the-job
training and skills development.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy could have a negative effect on this objective, if the development of the
Exeter Science Park were to increase levels of vehicle traffic in the area. There may be
particular negative effects during the construction phase.
The Exeter Science Park proposed in this strategy will have a positive effect on this
objective as it is to include a 150-bed hotel
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 16 – Exeter Science Park
9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

-?

The Exeter Science Park is to be developed on mainly greenfield land. It could therefore
have a negative impact on local landscape character and the wise use of land, although
this is uncertain as it will depend on factors such as the design and appearance of the
Park and the quality of any agricultural land that may be lost as a result of its
development.

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-?

The strategy could have a negative effect on local amenity, if the development of the
Exeter Science Park were to increase levels of vehicle traffic in the area. There may be
particular negative effects during the construction phase.

?

The effects of the strategy on biodiversity are uncertain as they will depend on the
biodiversity value of the site and on the incorporation of any biodiversity enhancing
measures in the design of the Science Park, which are not known at this stage. It is
assumed that a site level Environmental Impact Assessment will consider these issues
prior to development coming forward at the site.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

+/-?

The location of the Science Park close to the M5 and the airport is likely to have a
negative impact on this SA objective, as it may encourage the use of these unsustainable
transport modes. However, it is close to Exeter city and there may still be good public
transport links available into the city centre for employees and visitors from other
businesses. As such, the potential effects are mixed and uncertain.

+/-?

The location of the Science Park close to the M5 and the airport is likely to have a
negative impact on air quality, as it may encourage the use of these transport modes.
However, it is close to Exeter city and there may still be good public transport links
available into the city centre for employees and visitors from other businesses which
would have a positive effect by reducing the potential emissions from transport. As the
site appears to be mainly greenfield land, there may be a negative impact on soil quality
although this would depend on the quality of agricultural land that may be lost.

+/-?

The location of the Science Park close to the M5 and the airport is likely to have a
negative impact on this SA objective, as it may encourage the use of these unsustainable
transport modes and the associated greenhouse gas emissions. However, it is close to
Exeter city and there may still be good public transport links available into the city centre
for employees and visitors from other businesses. As such, the potential effects are
mixed and uncertain.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 16 – Exeter Science Park
15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible
17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon
20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+/-?

The effects of the strategy are mixed but uncertain as, although the site proposed for the
Exeter Science Park appears to be mainly greenfield land, and therefore an increase in
impermeable surfaces may have a negative effect, this will depend to some extent on the
level of flood risk in that area. In addition, there may be good opportunities to
incorporate measures such as SuDS into new development.

+/-?

The effects of the strategy are mixed but uncertain as, although the development of the
Science Park is likely to increase overall levels of energy consumption, there may be good
opportunities to incorporate renewable energy installations into the development.

-?

The development of this site will inevitably result in increased waste production, although
the extent of any negative effect will depend on factors such as the waste disposal
practices used on site (both during construction and operation) and on the potential for
re-using existing building materials.

++

The proposal will involve the provision of 76,450 square metres of employment land, for
which outline planning permission has been granted, which will have a significant positive
effect on employment in the area.

--

As a large employment site outside settlement boundaries, this development is likely to
have a significant negative effect on the vitality and viability of East Devon’s towns,
especially in the area surrounding the West End, where employment is located at the
Science Park instead of within the District’s towns.

++

The 76,450 square metres of employment space for which outline planning permission
has already been granted is likely to have a significant positive effect on investment as
the large employment site has good transport links to the M5 and Exeter airport and so
should be attractive to investors.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 17: Future Development of Exeter International Airport

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 17: Future Development of Exeter International Airport
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+

4: To improve the population’s
health

-

The increased flow of air traffic into and out of Exeter Airport may have an indirect
adverse impact on the health of local people as a result of increased air pollution.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. It is possible
that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus
greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect
and cannot be assumed.

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime
6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

--

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

The expansion of Exeter airport is likely to lead to an increase in the opportunities
available for work-based training and skills development.

The expansion of Exeter Airport may have a significant negative effect on noise levels
affecting local people due to both aircraft noise and an increase in local vehicle
movements.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The expansion of activities at the airport is proposed within current operational
boundaries; therefore is not expected to have an impact on built and historic assets
within East Devon.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 17: Future Development of Exeter International Airport
9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

0

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

--

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon
-?

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

Increased levels of activity at the airport may have an adverse impact on the visual
tranquillity of East Devon.

Expanding Exeter Airport may have a significantly detrimental effect on local amenity as a
result of increased air and vehicle traffic to and from the site.
It is possible that an increase in noise level resulting from expansion of the airport may
have an adverse impact on particular species, with birds being particularly likely to be
affected. The qualifying bird species of the Exe Estuary SPA/Ramsar site may be affected
due to the proximity to the airport and potential flight paths. Bats may also be affected
by noise and light from airport expansion and/or night flights to accommodate increasing
passenger numbers. However, this potential effect is uncertain as it will depend on the
specific locations of foraging, roosting and breeding areas of sensitive species and on the
extent to which air traffic increases.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

0

-

It is possible that the expansion of the airport may have an adverse impact on air quality
as a result of increased vehicle traffic to and from the airport site. As the expansion of the
commercial activity at the airport is proposed within current operational boundaries, soil
and water quality are not likely to be affected.

--

Expansion of Exeter Airport and support for increases in operational activity and
passenger numbers is expected to lead to significant negative effects on this objective as
air traffic is severely detrimental in terms of greenhouse gas emissions in comparison to
other more sustainable modes of transport.
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0

The expansion of the airport is proposed within current operational boundaries; therefore
is not expected to have an impact on the flood risk within East Devon by significantly
increasing the area of impermeable land within the District.

+/-

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
development such as that set out in this strategy will inevitably lead to higher energy
consumption overall, there may also be good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy production into new developments, particularly considering that strategy 33
endorses renewable energy generation across the District. As such, the likely effects are
mixed.

+/-

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development; instead it will be determined by
waste management practices within the development. It can be assumed that expansion
of the airport will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely.

+

-

++

The expansion of Exeter Airport is likely to have a positive effect on this objective through
the provision of new employment opportunities for local people.

Expanding Exeter Airport may have a negative impact on the viability of the towns of East
Devon, particularly those to the east of the District, as economic activity would be
increasingly focused in the western part of the District and residents may be more
attracted to live and work in that area where better employment opportunities and
transport links may be available.
The expansion of Exeter Airport would be likely to encourage inward investment as a
result of improved transport linkages to other parts of the UK and internationally. As
such, significant positive effects on this objective are considered likely.
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+

4: To improve the population’s
health

-

The increased noise pollution associated with this strategy may have an adverse impact
on local people’s health.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective. It is possible that
increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus greater
prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect and
cannot be assumed.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-?

It is possible that the extension of the Exeter Airport Business Park may result in an
increase in vehicle traffic in the surrounding area, therefore causing an increase in noise
disturbance for local people. A major factor affecting this will be the provision of
sustainable transport links to and from the site, which is at present uncertain.

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

+/-?

The provision of 5ha of additional employment land to expand the Exeter Airport Business
Park is likely to have a positive effect on this objective through the provision of new
employment opportunities for local residents and thereby increasing the likelihood of
there being opportunities for work-based training and skills development.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

If the extension to the business park is located within close proximity to historic assets
such as listed buildings, it may have an adverse impact on their setting. However, new
development may have a positive impact on the overall quality of the built environment if
it is designed and constructed to a high standard. As such, the potential effects are mixed
but are at present uncertain.
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9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

?

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-

Expanding Exeter Airport Business Park and the level of activity in and immediately
around the site may have a detrimental effect on local amenity as a result of increased
vehicle traffic.

?

The effects of the strategy on this objective will depend largely on the location of the 5ha
of land to be allocated for the business park extension, and on whether it infringes on or
affects any sites of biodiversity importance. As such, the potential effects are at present
uncertain.

+?

The strategy may have a positive effect on this objective as its location is close to
significant residential areas, meaning that people commuting to the site for work are
relatively more likely to be able to use public transport links, cycle routes etc. as opposed
to private cars, and journey distances would be shorter. However, it is unclear to what
extent sustainable transport links are in place between the site and the main residential
areas, therefore this potential effect is at present uncertain.

?

The effects of the strategy on this objective will depend largely on the location of the 5ha
of land to be allocated for the business park extension, and on whether it is previously
developed or greenfield land. In addition, air quality impacts will be strongly affected by
the availability of public transport links to and from the site. As such, the potential effects
are at present uncertain.

+/-?

A reduction in car use, which may occur due to the proximity of the site to major urban
areas where employees are likely to live, may result in positive effects on this objective;
however the development will inevitably lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions,
therefore mixed effects are likely overall. Uncertainty about the extent to which
sustainable transport use will be feasible means that the potential effects are at present
uncertain.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

The impacts of the 5ha extension to the business park on the landscape and local
character will depend largely on the design of the buildings and the potential for the site
to be screened. As such, the likely effects are at present uncertain.
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+/-?

If the land on which the business park is extended is prone to flooding, negative effects
on this objective may result. However, new developments may offer good opportunities
for the incorporation of measures such as SUDS, therefore the potential effects are mixed
and currently uncertain.

+/-

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
development such as that set out in this strategy will inevitably lead to higher energy
consumption overall, there may also be good opportunities for incorporating renewable
energy production into new developments, particularly considering that strategy 33
endorses renewable energy generation across the District. As such, the likely effects are
mixed.

+/-

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development; instead it will be determined by
waste management practices within the development. It can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely.

+

The provision of 5ha of additional employment land to extend the Exeter Airport Business
Park is likely to have a positive effect on this objective through the provision of new
employment opportunities for local residents.

-

Expanding Exeter Airport Business Park may have a negative impact on the viability of
the towns of East Devon, particularly those to the east of the District, as the development
may contribute towards economic activity being increasingly focused in the western part
of the District, meaning that residents may be more attracted to live and work in that
area where better opportunities for easily accessible jobs are likely to be available.

++

Allocating 5ha of additional employment land adjacent to the Exeter Airport Business Park
would be likely to encourage inward investment by businesses that choose to locate at
the site, therefore having a positive effect on this objective.
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+?

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-?

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The development of the Skypark Business Park may have a positive effect on this
objective as the associated employment opportunities are likely to offer opportunities for
on-the-job training and skills development.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy could have a negative effect on this objective, if the development of the
Skypark Business Park were to increase levels of vehicle traffic in the area. There may be
particular negative effects during the construction phase.
The Exeter Skypark Business Park proposed in this strategy will have a positive effect on
this objective as it is to include a 150-bed hotel.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
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9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

-?

The Skypark Business Park is to be developed partly on greenfield land. It could
therefore have a negative impact on local landscape character and the wise use of land,
although this is uncertain as it will depend on factors such as the design and appearance
of the Park and the quality of any agricultural land that may be lost as a result of its
development.

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-?

The strategy could have a negative effect on local amenity, if the development of the
Skypark Business Park were to increase levels of vehicle traffic in the area. There may be
particular negative effects during the construction phase.

?

The effects of the strategy on biodiversity are uncertain as they will depend on the
biodiversity value of the site and on the incorporation of any biodiversity enhancing
measures in the design of the Skypark Business Park, which are not known at this stage.
It is assumed that a site level Environmental Impact Assessment will consider these
issues prior to development coming forward at the site.

+/-?

The location of the Skypark Business Park close to the airport and away from existing
settlements is likely to have a negative impact on this SA objective, as it may encourage
the use of these unsustainable transport modes. However, it is close to the proposed
Intermodal Interchange, so there may still be good public transport links available into
the city centre for employees and visitors from other businesses. As such, the potential
effects are mixed and uncertain.

+/-?

The location of the Skypark Business Park close to the M5 and the airport is likely to have
a negative impact on air quality, as it may encourage the use of these transport modes.
However, it is close to Exeter city and there may still be good public transport links
available into the city centre for employees and visitors from other businesses which
would have a positive effect by reducing the potential emissions from transport. As the
site appears to be mainly greenfield land, there may be a negative impact on soil quality
although this would depend on the quality of agricultural land that may be lost.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
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14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible
17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

+/-?

The location of the Skypark Business Park close to the M5 and the airport is likely to have
a negative impact on this SA objective, as it may encourage the use of these
unsustainable transport modes and the associated greenhouse gas emissions. However,
it is close to Exeter city and there may still be good public transport links available into
the city centre for employees and visitors from other businesses. As such, the potential
effects are mixed and uncertain.

-

The Skypark Business Park is situated partly within floodzone 2, and so development of
the site may have a negative effect on the SA objective relating to flooding by increasing
the area of impermeable surface. However, new development may offer good
opportunities for the incorporation of measures such as SuDS.

+/-?

The effects of the strategy are mixed but uncertain as, although the development of the
Skypark Business Park is likely to increase overall levels of energy consumption, there
may be good opportunities to incorporate renewable energy installations into the
development.

-?

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

++

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

--

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

++

The development of this site will inevitably result in increased waste production, although
the extent of any negative effect will depend on factors such as the waste disposal
practices used on site (both during construction and operation) and on the potential for
re-using existing building materials.
Outline planning permission has been granted for 40 hectares for the Skypark, with an
estimated 7,600 jobs once the scheme is completed. This is likely to have a significant
positive effect on employment in the local area.

As a large employment site outside settlement boundaries, this development is likely to
have a significant negative effect on the vitality and viability of towns, especially in the
area surrounding the West End, as employment is moved to the Skypark.
7,600 expected jobs suggest that this policy is likely to have a significant positive effect
on investment in the area. The Local Plan expects the jobs created by the Skypark
Business Park to contribute£7 million gross value added to the regional economy by 2015.
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++

The strategy for development at Axminster is likely to have significant positive effects on
this objective, as it allows for the provision of a total of 1,050 new homes in and around
the town.

+?

Positive effects are likely in relation to this objective as the strategy for Axminster
includes measures to improve accessibility to the town centre e.g. via cycle routes.
However, the strategy does not really detail what will be done in terms of the provision of
services and facilities to support the growing population, aside from a general statement
that the strategy for the town will support local aspirations for new and improved
facilities. As such, the likely positive effect on this objective is at present uncertain. The
Cloakham Lawns site is located some distance from the services and facilities of the town
centre; therefore it is particularly important that the housing development here is
accompanied by appropriate facilities.

+

The provision of a total of 8ha of employment land at Axminster should have positive
effects on this objective as there are likely to be improved opportunities for work-based
training and skills development. The strategy includes a general statement that the
strategy for the town will support local aspirations for new and improved facilities, and
will support schools to meet their accommodation needs. As such, a positive effect is
likely for this objective.

+/-

0

The strategy aims to support health service providers in meeting their accommodation
needs and encourages walking and cycling in place of car use; therefore in this sense it
should result in positive effects on the health of local people. However, the location of a
large proportion of the housing development planned in Axminster at the site north of the
town means that car use may be more frequently needed due to the distance to the town
centre. As such, the likely overall effect of the strategy on local people’s health is mixed.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. Increased
levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus greater
prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect and
cannot be assumed.
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minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

-

Axminster has a strong manufacturing base, and if the planned employment growth
remains focused around this industry, it is likely that activities such as lorry
transportation of goods may have an adverse effect on noise levels in and around the
town. Local residents may experience adverse effects relating to noise both during the
construction phase of new developments and afterwards as a result of increased vehicle
traffic in the area. This may be a particular impact of the development that takes place
within the centre of the existing urban area, which already suffers from congestion. Also,
the strategy proposes housing development in the vicinity of the East Devon AONB, and if
development and/or increased traffic noise were to occur, this may have an adverse
effect on the tranquillity of this protected landscape, particularly considering that there is
a nearby trunk road which may see a notable increase in vehicle movements.

+

The strategy for Axminster allows for the provision of good quality and accessible
recreation facilities, therefore positive effects on this objective are likely. In addition, the
housing planned to the north of the town will have relatively good access to open
countryside, including the East Devon AONB; therefore the opportunities for recreation
space are likely to be particularly good.

+/-

Depending on the location of the development to take place within the town centre, there
may be an adverse effect on historic assets as Axminster has a historic town centre which
is particularly vulnerable to such impacts. However, the location of a large proportion of
the planned new housing development to the north of the town means that this is less
likely. As such, mixed effects are considered likely overall.

-?

The development at Cloakham Lawns would be adjacent to the East Devon AONB;
therefore may have an adverse impact on the landscape. However, the impacts will
depend on the character and design of the development and on the potential for
screening the site, therefore the likely negative effect is at present uncertain.
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10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-?

The effects of development on local character will depend largely on the design of
individual buildings, which is not affected by the spatial location of development and
cannot be determined at this stage. However, building a large proportion of the new
housing development away from the town centre means that it is more likely to lead to
additional vehicle traffic which may have a negative effect on local amenity, particularly
as the historic town centre already suffers from congestion problems. It should also be
noted that Axminster has a strong manufacturing base and if economic activities continue
to focus around these industries, it is particularly likely that increased lorry traffic may
have an adverse effect on local amenity.

+/--?

Development in and around Axminster may have adverse effects on the River Axe SAC,
which is vulnerable to changes in water quality/quantity. Water pollution resulting from
development may therefore have adverse effects on biodiversity, although this will
depend largely on the planned source of water supply which is not yet known. Increasing
the population within close proximity of a vulnerable designated site is likely to have
negative effects, and development at the Cloakham Lawns site is proposed adjacent to
the River Axe. However, the strategy does state that development must not harm wildlife
and habitats in the area, particularly the water quality of the River Axe and its
surrounding wildlife; therefore the overall impacts are mixed.

+/-

The strategy proposes development further out from the town centre, which may mean
that a higher number of longer car journeys are made in and around the town in order to
access local services and facilities. In Axminster, congestion within the town is already
problematic and development may compound these issues. However, the strategy
encourages walking and cycling in place of car use, as well as endorsing improvements to
the public transport network; therefore overall it is likely that mixed effects will occur in
relation to this objective.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths
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13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
--?

Increasing the volume of car traffic within Axminster, which is already affected by heavy
traffic, may have adverse effects on air quality. Locating a large proportion of the new
housing development at the Cloakham Lawns site may have particularly negative effects
as this will probably result in more car traffic due to the location of the site further out
from the town centre and the fact that there will probably be less opportunity for the use
of rail transport, which may otherwise have helped to preserve air quality by avoiding car
use. Negative effects on water quality may also arise as development is proposed within
close proximity of the River Axe SAC which is vulnerable to pollution, although the
strategy does refer to the need to protect the water quality of the river and surrounding
wildlife. If this site were to be adversely affected by development, significant negative
effects would result.

+/-

Development in general is likely to lead to an overall increase in greenhouse gas
emissions; however new developments may offer the opportunity for incorporating more
sustainable practices such as renewable energy generation. The strategy encourages
walking and cycling in place of car use, and endorses improvements to the public
transport network, therefore should result in positive effects in this sense. However,
development outside of the town centre at the Cloakham Lawns site may lead to an
increase in vehicle traffic, thereby increasing emissions. In addition, concentrating fully on
infill development may have offered better opportunities for the reuse of existing
buildings than the relatively large-scale development that is proposed on the edge of the
town on greenfield land. As such, the overall likely effects on this objective are mixed.

+/-

The strategy states that drainage improvements for the town should be secured,
indicating that positive effects on this objective are likely. In addition, there may be
opportunities for incorporating SUDS into the new housing developed. However, the
development proposed at Cloakham Lawns would be located on land which is classed as
Flood Zone 3; therefore mixed effects are likely overall.

+/-?

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
any new development may lead to higher energy consumption overall, there may also be
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy production into new developments.
As such, the likely effects are mixed and uncertain.

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible
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+/-?

+

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development within or around the town; instead
it will be determined by waste management practices within the town. The strategy does
not mention this issue specifically; however it can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely but are currently uncertain.
The provision of a total of 8ha of employment land at Axminster is likely to result in
positive effects on this objective as a result of the creation of new jobs for local people.

++

Development in and around Axminster is likely to have significant positive effects in terms
of improving the vitality and viability of the towns of East Devon. As the strategy allows
for a total of 8ha of employment land provision, this should enhance the town’s economy,
and additional services and facilities to support the growing residential population should
bring further benefits for the community and encourage residents of the surrounding
villages to use Axminster’s services and facilities more frequently rather than travelling to
larger service centres such as Exeter.

+

Positive effects on this objective are likely as inward and indigenous investment will be
encouraged by the provision of 8ha of employment land at Axminster. In addition, the
residential development proposed would increase the available workforce and thus may
have some positive effects in terms of encouraging investment from businesses/industry.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 21: Budleigh Salterton
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

+

The strategy for development at Budleigh Salterton is likely to have a positive effect on
this objective, as it allows for the provision of a total of 110 new homes in and around the
town and states that affordable housing will be given priority over other forms of
development. The effects are not expected to be significant, due to the relatively small
number of homes planned.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 21: Budleigh Salterton

?

The strategy does not refer to the provision of new community services and facilities.
Although the number of new homes to be provided in Budleigh Salterton is relatively
small, the population increase may mean that existing services become overloaded,
particularly if they are already stretched. However, if new facilities are provided to serve
the growing population, positive effects may result.

?

The strategy does not refer to the provision of new education facilities. Although the
number of new homes to be provided in Budleigh Salterton is relatively small, the
population increase may mean that existing schools become overloaded, particularly if
they are already stretched. However, if new school and nursery places are provided to
serve the growing population, positive effects may result.

4: To improve the population’s
health

?

The strategy does not refer to the provision of new community facilities such as doctors’
surgery places. Although the number of new homes to be provided in Budleigh Salterton
is relatively small, the population increase may mean that existing services become
overloaded, particularly if they are already stretched. However, if new facilities are
provided to serve the growing population, positive effects may result.

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

-?

New development at Budleigh Salterton, including the development of 100 new homes,
may have short term negative impacts on noise due to noise creation during the
construction phase, as well as longer-term impacts from an increase in vehicle traffic.
However, potential effects are likely to be minor due to the relatively small-scale
development proposed, and are uncertain as they will depend largely on the proximity of
development sites to sensitive receptors which is not currently known.

?

The strategy does not refer to the provision of new cultural, social or leisure facilities.
Although the number of new homes to be provided in Budleigh Salterton is relatively
small, the population increase may mean that existing facilities become overloaded,
particularly if they are already stretched. However, if new facilities are provided to serve
the growing population, positive effects may result.
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+/-?

Depending on the location of the development to take place within the town, there may
be an adverse effect on the setting of historic assets such as listed buildings. However,
the new development planned may also offer opportunities for enhancing the overall
quality of the built environment; therefore either positive or negative effects could occur
depending on the exact location and design of new development which are not yet known.

+

The effect of the strategy on landscape character will depend largely on whether the new
houses and employment land to be provided are to be located within the existing built up
area, or outside of the existing town on greenfield land. It is noted that Budleigh
Salterton is some distance from the East Devon AONB; therefore even outside of the built
up area, development is unlikely to adversely affect the AONB. In addition, the strategy
encourages the protection of the semi-rural character of areas on the edge of the Built-up
Area, particularly to the west of the town, in order to protect the character of the AONB;
therefore a positive effect is considered likely in relation to this objective.

-?

The effects of development on local character will depend largely on the design of
individual buildings, which is not affected by the spatial location of development and
cannot be determined at this stage. If a large proportion of the proposed new housing is
built away from the town centre, it is more likely to lead to additional vehicle traffic which
may have a negative effect on local amenity; however this is less likely to be the case if
the development comes forward as infill. In addition, the small scale of the planned
development means this potential effect should only be very minor.

?

The effects of the strategy on this objective will depend largely on the location of the
housing and employment development, and on whether it infringes on or affects any sites
of biodiversity importance. As such, the potential effects are at present uncertain.

?

The effects of the strategy on sustainable transport and journey lengths will depend
largely on the location of the proposed development and whether it is provided as infill
development within close proximity of the town centre, or whether it comes forward on
greenfield land further away from the town centre. As such effects are currently
uncertain as the location of the proposed development is not specified.
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13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

?

+/-?

Development in general is likely to lead to an overall increase in greenhouse gas
emissions; however new developments may offer the opportunity for incorporating more
sustainable practices such as renewable energy generation. As such, the overall likely
effects on this objective are mixed and are currently uncertain as the location of new
development is not yet known, which will affect the extent to which vehicle traffic may
increase.

+/-?

The effect of the strategy on flood risk will depend largely on its location – it is noted that
some parts of the town centre, as well as a large area to the east of the town, are at
higher risk from flooding and so development in those areas may have an adverse impact
on flood risk. In addition, development on greenfield land in any location could have an
adverse effect as a result of increasing the area of impermeable surfaces. However, it is
also recognised that new development may offer good opportunities for incorporating
SuDS; therefore effects could be positive or negative, and will depend on the location of
development which is not known at this stage.

+/-?

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
any new development may lead to higher energy consumption overall, there may also be
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy production into new developments.
However, while strategy 33 endorses renewable energy generation across the District,
there is no specific requirement for new developments to incorporate renewable energy
generation. As such, the likely effects are mixed and uncertain.

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

The effects of the strategy on this objective will depend on factors such as whether
development comes forward on greenfield land (which may result in the loss of good
quality agricultural soil) and whether it is located in areas which would necessitate car
use, which would have an adverse impact on local air quality. Because the location of the
development is not yet known, effects are therefore uncertain; however it is noted that
any effects would be unlikely to be significant due to the relatively small scale of the
housing development planned.
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17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal
+/-?

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon
20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development within or around the town; instead
it will be determined by waste management practices within the town and new homes to
be developed. The strategy does not mention this issue specifically; however it can be
assumed that additional development will result in increased waste production, although
new development may provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste
management practices and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely but
are currently uncertain.

+?

The strategy specifies that employment development will be prioritised over other forms
of development at Budleigh Salterton; however no specific provision is made for the
development of a certain area of employment land at the town. Due to the size of the
town and the relatively small number of new homes to be provided there, it is not
expected that positive effects would be significant.

+

The proposal for new housing and employment growth in Budleigh Salterton should have
a positive effect on enhancing the vitality and viability of the town, particularly as the
strategy emphasises the fact that affordable housing should be given priority, which will
help younger people to remain in the town.

+?

The strategy specifies that employment development will be prioritised over other forms
of development at Budleigh Salterton, and the provision of employment land may have a
positive effect on encouraging investment; however no specific provision is made for the
development of a certain area of employment land at the town. Due to the size of the
town and the relatively small number of new homes to be provided there, it is not
expected that positive effects would be significant.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 22: Exmouth
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

4: To improve the population’s
health

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

++

The strategy for Exmouth is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective, as
it allows for the provision of a total of 837 new homes in and around the town. There is
an identified need for affordable housing in Exmouth and, as strategy 29 will seek a 25%
affordable housing figure on qualifying housing developments in Exmouth, the provision
of new housing in the town should have additional positive effects in this sense.

+/-?

Positive effects are likely in relation to this objective as the strategy for Exmouth includes
measures to improve service provision e.g. medical facilities, libraries etc. However, the
strategic sites proposed for housing development are all located around the edge of the
town; therefore residents may be less easily able to access the services of the town
centre. Depending on the extent to which community facilities are provided alongside the
housing development (this is only mentioned in the strategy in relation to the Goodmores
Farm site), existing facilities may become overloaded. As such, the likely effects are
mixed but uncertain.

+

The provision of employment land at Exmouth should provide additional opportunities for
work-based training and skills development. The provision of additional school places will
be necessary to support the growing population, and the strategy states that new
educational facilities will be provided; therefore a positive effect is likely in relation to this
objective.

+/-

The strategy states that there will be enhanced medical and social care provision in order
to support Exmouth’s growing population. However, the location of a large proportion of
the housing development planned in Exmouth at sites around the edge of the town means
that car use may be more frequently needed due to the distance to the town centre. As
such, the likely overall effect of the strategy on local people’s health is mixed.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. It is possible
that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus
greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect
and cannot be assumed.
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6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-

Depending on the nature of the industry to be located on the allocated employment land,
it is possible that activities such as lorry transportation of goods may have an adverse
effect on noise levels in and around the town, as well as a general increase in car use
resulting from the growing population. Local residents may experience adverse effects
relating to noise both during the construction phase of new developments and afterwards
as a result of increased vehicle traffic in the area.

+

The residents of the housing planned around Exmouth will have relatively good access to
open countryside; therefore the opportunities for recreation space are likely to be good.
The strategy specifically states that cultural, social and leisure facilities will be provided in
the strategic allocation at the Waterfront Redevelopment Sites, as part of the mixed use
development proposed, and that the Plumb Park site will include open space provision. In
addition, it is stated in general that community services will be enhanced, which is taken
to include leisure facilities etc. As such, the likely effect on this objective is positive.

?

The location of the planned new housing development around the edge of the town
means that there are less likely to be adverse effects resulting from disturbance to
built/historic assets; however the likely effects are at present uncertain due to a lack of
information about the existence of assets such as listed buildings, archaeological remains
or SAMs in the vicinity of the proposed development.

--?

The fact that large-scale housing development is proposed on greenfield land means that
a significant negative effect on this objective is likely. The effects of the proposed
development on the landscape character are at present uncertain as more information is
needed with regards to issues such as the topography of the land and the potential for
screening of the site. However, the strategy directs both employment and housing
development directly adjacent the East Devon AONB; and so unsympathetic development
may have the potential for significant adverse effects.

-?

The effects of development on local character will depend largely on the design of
individual buildings, which is not affected by the spatial location of development and
cannot be determined at this stage. However, building a large proportion of the new
housing development away from the town centre means that it is more likely to lead to
additional vehicle traffic which may have a negative effect on local amenity.
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11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

--?

Development in and around Exmouth may have adverse effects on the Exe Estuary SAC,
which is vulnerable to changes in water quality/quantity, and on Dawlish Warren SAC.
Water pollution resulting from development therefore may have adverse effects, although
this will depend largely on the planned source of water supply which is not yet known.
While the supporting text to the strategy notes that Exmouth will be enhanced by
“Conserving and enhancing the natural environmental qualities of the River Exe and its
estuary and also the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and other countryside assets”, it
also seeks to encourage walkers and cyclists to the Exe Estuary trail, which may result in
increased disturbance to qualifying bird species in Exe Estuary SPA/Ramsar site, although
the water quality of the Exe Estuary and the surrounding wildlife sites are specifically
protected in this strategy. In addition, the increased local population may also place
additional recreational pressure on nearby designated sites (East Devon Heaths SAC and
East Devon Pebblebed Heaths SPA).

+/-

The strategy proposes development further out from the town centre, which may mean
that a higher number of longer car journeys are made in and around the town in order to
access local services and facilities. In addition, the strategy refers to upgrading works at
the Littleham Cross junction in order to enhance vehicle movements, which could
potentially encourage ongoing car use by making it more convenient. However, the
strategy encourages improvements to the public transport network including the provision
of an integrated transport interchange; therefore overall it is likely that mixed effects will
occur in relation to this objective.

--?

Increasing the volume of car traffic within Exmouth, as a result of increased
business/commercial activity and a general increase in population may have adverse
effects on air quality. Locating the new development at the allocated sites further out
from the town centre will probably result in more car traffic due to the fact that there will
probably be less opportunity for the use of rail transport, which may otherwise have
helped to preserve air quality by avoiding car use. Negative effects on water quality may
also arise as development is proposed within close proximity of the Exe Estuary
SPA/Ramsar site, which is vulnerable to pollution, although the need to protect the water
quality of the Exe Estuary and the surrounding wildlife sites is specifically referred to in
this strategy. It is also noted that sewerage systems will be upgraded. As such, the likely
significant negative effect on this objective is uncertain.

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
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14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases
+/-

Development in general is likely to lead to an overall increase in greenhouse gas
emissions; however new developments may offer the opportunity for incorporating more
sustainable practices such as renewable energy generation. The strategy encourage
improvements to the public transport network, therefore should result in positive effects
in this sense. However, development outside of the town centre at the allocated
development sites may lead to an increase in vehicle traffic, thereby increasing emissions.
In addition, concentrating fully on infill development may have offered better
opportunities for the reuse of existing buildings than the relatively large-scale
development that is proposed on the edge of the town on greenfield land. As such, the
overall likely effects on this objective are mixed.

+/-

Although locating new development on greenfield sites may increase the area of
impermeable land in the area, thus increasing the flood risk, there may be opportunities
for incorporating SUDS into the new housing and employment sites to be developed,
indicating potential positive effects on this objective. In addition, all of the allocated
development sites are located outside of flood zone 3. As such, the overall effects are
likely to be mixed.

+/-?

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
any new development may lead to higher energy consumption overall, there may also be
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy production into new developments.
As such, the likely effects are mixed and uncertain.

+/-?

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development within or around the town; instead
it will be determined by waste management practices within the town. The strategy does
not mention this issue specifically; however it can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely but are currently uncertain.

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal
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18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

The provision of new employment land at Exmouth (including 5ha at Goodmores Farm
and 3ha at Liverton Business Park) is likely to result in positive effects on this objective as
a result of the creation of new jobs for local people.

++

Development in and around Exmouth is likely to have significant positive effects in terms
of improving the vitality and viability of the towns of East Devon. As the strategy allows
for a large area of employment land provision (including 5ha at Goodmores Farm and 3ha
at Liverton Business Park) this should enhance the town’s economy, and the provision of
additional services and facilities to support the growing residential population should bring
further benefits for the community and encourage residents of the surrounding villages to
use Exmouth’s services and facilities more frequently rather than travelling to larger
service centres such as Exeter.

+

Positive effects on this objective are likely as inward and indigenous investment will be
encouraged by the provision of new employment land sites at Exmouth. In addition, the
residential development proposed would increase the available workforce and thus may
have some positive effects in terms of encouraging investment from businesses/industry.
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

++

The strategy for Honiton stipulates that sites will be identified for 450 new homes,
including up to 150 at Ottery Moor Lane, and that other housing developments will be
provided within the built up area boundary; therefore a significant positive effect on this
objective is likely. It is assumed that affordable housing provision will be made within this
development in line with strategy 29.
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2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

4: To improve the population’s
health

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

+?

The new housing site to the north of the town centre (Ottery Moor Lane) is located within
the built up area boundary and residents will be easily able to access the services of the
town centre, due to the location of the site within walking distance from that area. The
strategy does recognise the need for new community facilities to support new
developments and states that support will be given to applications for such schemes.
However, if new services are not developed, existing services may become overloaded.
As such, the likely effects of the strategy are likely to be positive but are currently
uncertain.

+/-?

The fact that the strategy allows for 15ha of employment land to the west of Honiton
means that opportunities for work-based training and skills development are likely to
increase. However, the strategy makes no mention of the need for additional education
facilities to accommodate the increase in population that will arise from the housing to be
developed. If existing nurseries, schools and colleges become overloaded there may be
negative impacts on this objective; however if enough places are available this will not be
an issue. As such, the likely effects of the strategy on this objective are mixed but
currently uncertain.

+/-?

The strategy recognises the need for new community facilities and services, and
encourages applications for such schemes. However, if such services are not developed,
existing healthcare facilities such as doctors’ surgeries and dentists may become
oversubscribed. The fact that development is proposed within and adjacent to the existing
urban area of Honiton means that opportunities for walking and cycling e.g. to and from
work may be good, although this will depend on the presence of appropriate paths into
and out of the town centre which is not specified in the strategy. As such, the potential
effects are mixed and currently uncertain.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective. It is possible that
increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus greater
prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect and
cannot be assumed.
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6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

-

The development of housing and employment land may result in noise disturbance to
nearby residents during the construction phase, particularly at the Ottery Moor Lane site
which is near to existing development. This is less likely to be an issue in relation to the
employment development that is proposed on the strategic site to the west of the town,
due to there being fewer sensitive receptors immediately adjacent to that site. In
addition, the development (both housing and employment) that is proposed may increase
levels of traffic in and around Honiton, adding to noise disturbance in this sense – this
type of effect would be experienced over the long-term whereas the effects of
construction would be only short-term.

+/-?

The strategy recognises the need for new community facilities and services, which are
particularly needed in Honiton, alongside new housing development and encourages
applications for such schemes. However, if such services are not developed, existing
healthcare and other social services may become overloaded, reducing the standard of
provision for the town’s residents. As such, the potential effects on this objective are
mixed but are currently uncertain.

+/-?

The location of a large amount of new housing development on the edge of the town at
Ottery Moor Lane means that there are less likely to be adverse effects resulting from
disturbance to built/historic assets; however the location of a further 300 new homes is
not yet known and is to be prioritised within the existing built up area. As such, the likely
effects are at present uncertain due to a lack of information about the existence of assets
such as listed buildings, archaeological remains or SAMs in the vicinity of the proposed
development, the exact location of which is largely unknown. In addition, the new
development planned may improve the overall quality of the built environment of the
town. As such, the potential effects are uncertain at this stage and may be both positive
and negative.

+/-

The strategy states that, where possible, new housing will be provided within the existing
built up area. As this development would therefore be more likely to occur on brownfield
land, a positive effect on this objective is likely. However, the proposed Ottery Moor Lane
development site directs housing development towards the Blackdown Hills AONB; and so
has the potential for adverse effects on landscape character; therefore an overall mixed
effect is likely.
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10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

The effects of development on local character will depend largely on the design of
individual buildings, which is not affected by the spatial location of development and
cannot be determined at this stage. However, building a large proportion of the new
housing development (the 150 new homes at Ottery Moor Lane) within the built up area
boundary and within close proximity of the town centre, means that it is less likely to lead
to additional vehicle traffic which could otherwise have a negative effect on local amenity.

+?

Development in and around Honiton will focus development away from Natura 2000 sites,
in this sense having positive effects on biodiversity and avoiding negative impacts on
designates sites. However, the positive score is uncertain as there may be adverse
impacts on non-designated biodiversity assets.

-/+

The strategy proposes development at Ottery Moor Lane which is within the built up area
boundary and within close proximity of the town centre, which may help to reduce
journey lengths and enable people to travel on foot or by bicycle in order to access local
services and facilities. No mention is made within the strategy of the need to encourage
more sustainable modes of transport, and it actually states that improvements to the
highway network will be provided (at Turks Head junction), which may encourage car
use. As such, an overall mixed effect on this objective is likely.

-/+

Increasing the volume of car traffic within Honiton as a result of increased
business/commercial activity and a general increase in population may have adverse
effects on air quality. However, locating much of the new development at Ottery Moor
Lane, which is within the built up area boundary and is within close proximity of the town
centre, is likely to help minimise car traffic, and as that site is on brownfield land, there is
likely to be a reduced impact on soil quality. As such, an overall mixed effect on this
objective is likely.
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14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases
-/+?

Development in general is likely to lead to an overall increase in greenhouse gas
emissions; however new developments may offer the opportunity for incorporating more
sustainable practices such as renewable energy generation. Development further from the
town centre may lead to an increase in vehicle traffic, thereby increasing emissions.
However, the 450 new homes (including 150 at Ottery Moor Lane) will come forward
within the built up area boundary if possible, which will encourage shorter journeys and
may offer good opportunities for the reuse of existing buildings (although it should be
noted that if suitable sites do not come forward, development outside the built up area
will be considered). As such, the overall likely effects on this objective are mixed.

+

Although the development of 450 new homes within and potentially around the outside of
Honiton may increase the area of impermeable land in the area, thus increasing the flood
risk, there may be opportunities for incorporating SUDS into the new housing and
employment sites, indicating potential positive effects on this objective. The Ottery Moor
Lane site (for 150 of the new homes) is on brownfield land, and the edevelopment of that
site would therefore not increase the extent of impermeable surfaces. Both of the
allocated development sites are located outside of flood zone 3. As such, the overall
effects on this objective are likely to be positive.

+/-?

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
any new development may lead to higher energy consumption overall, there may also be
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy production into new developments.
As such, the likely effects are mixed and uncertain.

+/-?

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development within or around the town; instead
it will be determined by waste management practices within the town. The strategy does
not mention this issue specifically; however it can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased construction waste production, although new
development may provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste
management practices and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely but
are currently uncertain. The reuse and recycling of secondary aggregates should be
promoted wherever possible in developments.

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal
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18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

++

++

+

The provision of a total of new 15ha employment site to the west of Honiton is likely to
result in significant positive effects on this objective as new jobs will be created for local
people.

Development in and around Honiton is likely to have significant positive effects in terms
of improving the vitality and viability of the towns of East Devon. As the strategy allows
for the provision of 15ha of employment land, this should enhance the town’s economy,
and the provision of the new housing proposed will help to enhance the vitality of the
town by increasing the population and encouraging the development of a wider range of
services and facilities.
Positive effects on this objective are likely as inward and indigenous investment will be
encouraged by the provision of 15ha of new employment land at Honiton. In addition, the
residential development proposed would increase the available workforce and thus may
have some positive effects in terms of encouraging investment from businesses/industry.
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

++

The development of 300 new homes as is proposed under this strategy is likely to result
in significant positive effects on this objective by enhancing the availability of new
housing (which is likely to be of a good quality as it will be newly developed) for the local
population.

-?

The fact that most of the housing development is proposed at a strategic site to the south
west of the town (outside of the existing built up area boundary) means that residents
will not have good access to the community services located in the centre of Ottery St
Mary. Although the strategy provides for provision of new and enhanced community
facilities, including a new library, it is not clear whether these would be provided within
the town centre or in conjunction with the strategic housing site.
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3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+

The strategy states that Kings School will be expanded, indicating that the required
education facilities will be made available to serve the growing population. This is
particularly beneficial as the school is adjacent to the new strategic housing site
allocation. In addition, the provision of new employment land (2ha at the strategic site to
the west of the town) may mean that more opportunities are available, in a wider range
of business types, for work-based training and skills development.

4: To improve the population’s
health

+

This strategy provides for the enhancement of community facilities which would support
healthcare providers to meet their accommodation needs , indicating that positive impacts
on this objective should result.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. It is possible
that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus
greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect
and cannot be assumed.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-

The extent of development proposed to the west of the town (200 new homes as well as
2ha of employment land) means that there is a high chance of local residents being
disturbed by noise during the construction phase, and any resulting increase in vehicle
traffic over the longer-term may have similar effects.

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

+/-?

This strategy provides for the enhancement of social and community facilities, indicating
that positive impacts on this objective should result.
The development of 300 new homes may mean that historic assets are disturbed,
although this is dependent on the proximity of such assets close to development sites,
which are not yet known for 100 of the new homes proposed. However, the provision of
new development, which should be of a high quality, may have the effect of enhancing
the overall quality of the town’s built environment, which the strategy specifically states
will be enhanced. As such, mixed effects are most likely, although uncertain.
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-

The fact that the strategic site at which 200 of the total 300 new homes will be built is to
the west of the existing built up area means that there are likely to be adverse impacts on
the landscape character, and reduced opportunities to re-use brownfield land and existing
buildings. As such, a negative impact on this objective is considered likely.

-?

The effects of development on local character will depend largely on the design of
individual buildings, which is not affected by the spatial location of development and
cannot be determined at this stage. However, locating a significant proportion of the new
development outside of the existing urban area may have a negative impact on amenity
in that car use is more likely to be necessary than if more of the new houses were to be
built within the existing built up area.

-?

Development in Ottery St Mary may have adverse effects on the East Devon Pebblebed
Heaths SAC, and the East Devon Heaths SPA, for example as a result of recreation
activities. However, the distance between those sites and the town is reasonable;
therefore the effects are likely to only be minor.

+?

Negative effects on this objective may result from the fact that much of the development
proposed is to be located outside of the existing urban area; therefore more car journeys
may be made by residents when using amenities, travelling to work etc. No mention is
made in the strategy with regards to the provision of sustainable transport links, although
it does state that traffic in the town will be ‘better managed’ to alleviate congestion. It is
not clear whether this will incorporate traffic reduction measures, or simply redirecting
traffic flows, which could have the effect of actually encouraging car use. As such, the
extent of the potential positive effect is currently uncertain.

-?

Increasing the volume of car traffic within Honiton as a result of increased
business/commercial activity and a general increase in population may have adverse
effects on air quality. The effects of such traffic are likely to be compounded by the fact
that much of the new housing development is proposed outside of the existing built up
area; therefore walking, cycling etc. will be less likely to be feasible. This will also mean
that soil quality is more likely to be affected as development is proposed on greenfield
land outside of the town which may be good quality agricultural land. As such, the likely
effects are negative, but there are uncertainties associated with this..

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 24: Development at Ottery St Mary
14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases
-/+?

Development in general is likely to lead to an overall increase in greenhouse gas
emissions; however new developments may offer the opportunity for incorporating more
sustainable practices such as renewable energy generation. In particular, infill
development (which may be the approach to the remaining unallocated 100 houses) may
offer good opportunities for the reuse of existing buildings, although this is unlikely to be
the case for the 400 new homes at the greenfield site to the west of the town. The fact
that a large proportion of the new development is proposed outside of the existing urban
area may mean that car use is more likely to be necessary than if more of the new
houses were built through infill development, nearer to the town centre. As such, the
overall likely effects on this objective are mixed.

+/-?

The fact that much of the development proposed will be located outside of the existing
urban area means that the area of impermeable land will increase, although there may be
opportunities for incorporating SUDS into the new housing and employment
developments. However, a fairly large area of the existing town is located on land classed
as flood zone 3, meaning that if infill development (which may be used to provide the
remaining 100 new houses) takes place in these locations an adverse impact on flood risk
is likely. In addition, a small part of the strategic site is also located within Flood Zone 3.
As such, the overall effects are likely to be mixed, but are uncertain as it is not known
whether development within the town will be in the most flood prone areas or elsewhere.

+/-?

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
any new development may lead to higher energy consumption overall, there may also be
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy production into new developments.
As such, the likely effects are mixed and uncertain.

+/-?

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development within or around the town; instead
it will be determined by waste management practices within the town. The strategy does
not mention this issue specifically; however it can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely but are currently uncertain.

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal
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18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

++

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+

The provision of 2ha of employment land at the strategic site to the west of the town will
have a positive impact in terms of employment creation and provide new employment
opportunities for the residents of the 300 new homes to be provided in and around the
town.
The measures included within the strategy for Ottery St Mary should combine to have a
significant positive impact on the vitality and viability of the town, with an increase in the
local population, and in service and employment provision.
The provision of 2ha employment land at the strategic site to the west of Ottery St Mary
should have a positive impact in terms of encouraging investment.
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

++

The development of 150 new homes, as is proposed under this strategy is likely to result
in positive effects on this objective by increasing the availability of new housing, which is
likely to be of a good quality as it will be newly developed, for the local population.

++

The strategy allows for improvements to community facilities, and the emphasis placed on
improving broadband provision, combined with the fact that new housing development is
to be located within the existing built up area, should have significant positive impacts on
the ability of local people to access community services.

+?

The strategy allows for improvements to community facilities, and although not explicitly
stated, this is taken to include education facilities. The strategy places emphasis on
improving the education provision in relation to tourism; although it is unclear how much
of this will be of benefit for local people. In addition, the employment generated as a
result of the strategy should help to increase opportunities for work-based training and
skills development.
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4: To improve the population’s
health

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

+?

The emphasis placed on encouraging sustainable modes of transport should mean that
the local population becomes generally more active, which would have a positive impact
on health. In addition, it is assumed (although not specified) that the additional facilities
and services to be provided will include healthcare facilities.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. It is possible
that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus
greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect
and cannot be assumed.

-

The development planned in Seaton may create noise disturbance for local residents
during the construction phase, particularly as development is planned within the existing
built up area boundary, and any increase in vehicle traffic may also increase noise levels.
However, the measures in the strategy relating to sustainable transport use should help
to reduce the severity of this potential effect.

+

The strategy allows for improvements to recreation facilities, including a mixed-use
development in the north of the town that would include employment and recreation
uses. The emphasis placed on improving Seaton’s tourism offering should also have
associated positive effects on the leisure and recreation facilities available for local
people.

+?

The strategy specifies that the fabric of Seaton will be enhanced, indicating that
significant positive effects are likely in relation to the built environment of the town.
However, with 150 homes and 3ha of employment land proposed, including the
Regeneration area to the north of Seaton, the effect of development on historic features
is dependent on the presence of such assets within close proximity of the planned
development. As such, the potential effects are uncertain.

-?

The fact that the development proposed is to be located on greenfield land means that
there is likely to be adverse impacts on the landscape character. However, the strategy
emphasises the importance of enhancing and sensitively managing the area’s landscape.
As such, there may be a positive impact on this objective. There is an element of
uncertainty as this part of the strategy is somewhat vague, and it is not clear where the
policies for this that are referred to (they will be ‘prominent’) will come from.
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10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

-?

The effects of development on local character will depend largely on the design of
individual buildings, which is not affected by the spatial location of development and
cannot be determined at this stage. However, locating development in the peripheral
urban area may have a negative impact on amenity by creating a need for greater car
use as the site to the north of the town is away from the town centre. The strategy
states that the character of the town will be enhanced, but the effects are uncertain.

-?

Seaton is located within close proximity of Beer Quarry and Caves SAC and Sidmouth to
West Bay SAC; therefore it is possible that the strong emphasis that the strategy places
on enhancing tourism in the town may have an adverse impact on these sites as a result
of increased recreation pressure.

-?

The strategy places a strong emphasis on encouraging the use of sustainable transport.
However, locating development in the peripheral urban area may have a negative impact
on this objective by creating a greater need for unsustainable modes of transport.

+/-?

Increasing the volume of car traffic within Seaton as a result of increased
business/commercial activity and a general increase in population may have adverse
effects on air quality. Soil quality however, is unlikely to be affected as development is
not proposed on greenfield land outside of the town which may have been good quality
agricultural land. As such, the likely effects are mixed overall, but there are uncertainties
associated with the potential impacts.

-/+?

Strategic land allocation on greenfield site to the north of Seaton is likely to create a
greater need to use unsustainable modes of transport. Development in general is also
likely to lead to an overall increase in greenhouse gas emissions; however new
developments may offer the opportunity for incorporating more sustainable practices such
as renewable energy generation. As such, the overall likely effects on this objective are
mixed.
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15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+/-?

A fairly large area in the east of the existing town is located on land classed as flood zone
3, meaning that if infill development takes place in these locations an adverse impact on
flood risk is likely. However, strategic land allocations contributing to half the proposed
new homes is located away from the flood risk zones, on peripheral land to the north of
the site. Development on a greenfield site means that the area of impermeable land will
increase, although there may be opportunities for incorporating SUDS into the new
development. As such, the overall effects are likely to be mixed, but are uncertain as it is
not known whether development in the town will be in the most flood prone areas or
elsewhere.

+/-?

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
any new development may lead to higher energy consumption overall, there may also be
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy production into new developments.
As such, the likely effects are mixed and uncertain.

+/-?

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development within or around the town; instead
it will be determined by waste management practices within the town. The strategy does
not mention this issue specifically; however it can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely but are currently uncertain.

++

The provision of a total of 3ha of employment land in Seaton is likely to result in positive
effects on this objective as a result of the creation of new jobs for local people. The
emphasis placed on developing the town’s tourism industry may also result in job creation
(although jobs of this nature tend to be seasonal and are often poorly paid). The strategy
also states that existing and allocated employment sites will be protected from change of
use, which should help to protect existing jobs in the town.
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19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon
+/-?

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

++

The measures included within the strategy for Seaton should combine to have a positive
impact on the vitality and viability of the town, with an increase in the local population,
and in service and employment provision. In particular, boosting the local tourism offering
should help to increase the vitality of the town and the emphasis on education-based
tourism should help to attract younger visitors as well as the older people that the seaside
towns of East Devon traditionally attract. However, the strategic land allocation on
peripheral land to the north of the town may have a significant negative effect on the
centre of the town which is on the south coast.
The provision of employment land within Seaton may have a positive impact in terms of
encouraging investment.
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1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

++

The development of 150 new homes, as is proposed in this strategy is likely to result in
positive effects on this objective by enhancing the availability of new housing, which is
likely to be of a good quality as it will be newly constructed, for the local population.

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

++

The strategy allows for the development of community facilities and, as new development
is proposed within the existing built up area, there should be significant positive impacts
on the ability of local people to access these facilities.

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+

4: To improve the population’s
health

+?

The strategy allows for improvements to community facilities, including schools. In
addition, the employment generated as a result of the strategy should help to increase
opportunities for work-based training and skills development.

It is assumed (although not specified) that the additional facilities and services to be
provided will include healthcare facilities, having a positive effect on this objective.
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5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. It is possible
that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus
greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect
and cannot be assumed.

-

The development planned in Sidmouth may create noise disturbance for local residents
during the construction phase, particularly as development is planned within the existing
built up area boundary, and any increase in vehicle traffic may also increase noise levels.
However, the fact that the strategy proposes the development of a park and ride facility
should help to reduce the severity of this potential effect.

+

The strategy allows for improvements to social and community facilities, which is taken to
include recreation facilities, and the emphasis placed on enhancing the town as a tourism
destination should also have associated positive effects on the leisure and recreation
facilities available for local people.

The strategy states that the environment of the town centre will be enhanced, indicating
that significant positive effects are likely in relation to the built environment. However,
the fact that development is proposed within the built up area boundary means that the
++/-?
chance of new development disturbing historic assets is higher, although this is
dependent on the presence of such assets within close proximity of the planned
development. As such, the potential effects are mixed and uncertain.

+

The fact that the development proposed is to be located within the existing built up area
(including 50 homes at the Current Council offices, 20 homes at the Current Manstone
Depot and 30 homes at the Port Royal Site) means that there are less likely to be adverse
impacts on the landscape character, and more opportunities to re-use brownfield land and
existing buildings. As such, a positive impact on this objective is considered likely. In
addition, the fact that development is proposed within the existing built up area, rather
than within a strategic site outside of the town, should help to conserve the quality of the
landscape near to the East Devon AONB.
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10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment
11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

+?

The effects of development on local character will depend largely on the design of
individual buildings, which is not affected by the spatial location of development and
cannot be determined at this stage. However, locating development within the existing
urban area may have a positive impact on amenity in that car use is likely to be less
necessary than if houses were built at a strategic site away from the town centre

-?

Sidmouth is located within close proximity of Beer Quarry and Caves SAC, Sidmouth to
West Bay SAC, East Devon Pebblebed Heaths SAS and East Devon Heaths SPA; therefore
it is possible that the emphasis that the strategy places on enhancing tourism in the town
may have an adverse impact on these sites as a result of increased recreation pressure.

+/-?

The strategy states that a park and ride service will be provided, and the development
planned is to be located within the built up area boundary, indicating that the use of noncar modes of transport will be more feasible. However, the strategy also states that road
space in the town will be better managed – it is unclear whether this may be done in such
a way that car traffic will be limited and public transport and walking and cycling
promoted, or whether the network will be improved to make road traffic more viable. As
such, the likely effects of the objective are mixed and uncertain.

+/-?

Increasing the volume of traffic within Sidmouth as a result of increased
business/commercial activity and a general increase in the local population may have
adverse effects on air quality. However, the effects of such traffic are likely to be
somewhat tempered by the fact that development is proposed within the existing built up
area, therefore walking, cycling etc. will be more feasible, and the strategy endorses the
provision of a park and ride facility. In addition, soil quality is less likely to be affected as
development is not proposed on greenfield land outside of the town which may have been
good quality agricultural land. As such, the likely effects are mixed overall, but there are
uncertainties associated with the potential negative impact.

-/+?

Development in general is likely to lead to an overall increase in greenhouse gas
emissions; however new developments may offer the opportunity for incorporating more
sustainable practices such as renewable energy generation. In particular, infill
development (as proposed here) may offer good opportunities for the reuse of existing
buildings. The fact that development is proposed within the existing urban area may
mean that car use is less necessary than if houses were proposed on a strategic site away
from the town centre. As such, the overall likely effects on this objective are mixed.

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases
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15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

+/-?

The fact that the development proposed will be located within the existing urban area
means that the area of impermeable land should not increase notably and in addition
there may be opportunities for incorporating SUDS into the new housing and employment
sites to be developed in Sidmouth, indicating potential positive effects on this objective.
However, a fairly large area in the east of the existing town is located on land classed as
flood zone 3, meaning that if the infill development takes place in this location an adverse
impact on flood risk is likely. As such, the overall effects are likely to be mixed, but are
uncertain as it is not known whether development in the town will be in the most flood
prone areas or elsewhere.

+/-?

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
any new development may lead to higher energy consumption overall, there may also be
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy production into new developments.
As such, the likely effects are mixed and uncertain.

+/-?

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development within or around the town; instead
it will be determined by waste management practices within the town. The strategy does
not mention this issue specifically; however it can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely but are currently uncertain.

+

The provision of up to 5ha of employment land in Sidmouth is likely to result in positive
effects on this objective as a result of the creation of new jobs for local people. While the
second phase of the development (2ha following on from an initial 3ha) may not come
forward and is dependent on the successful development of the first phase (3ha), it is
clear that as a minimum 3ha will be developed. The emphasis placed on developing the
town’s tourism industry may also result in job creation (although jobs of this nature tend
to be seasonal and are often poorly paid).

++?

The measures included within the strategy for Sidmouth should combine to have a
significant positive impact on the vitality and viability of the town, with an increase in the
local population, and in service and employment provision. In particular, boosting the
local tourism offering should help to increase the vitality of the town.
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20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+?

The provision of employment land within Sidmouth may have a positive impact in terms
of encouraging investment, although this is uncertain due to the fact that the strategy
states that ‘up to 5ha’ will be provided which may mean far less.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 27: Development at Smaller Villages with Built-Up Area
Boundaries
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

4: To improve the population’s
health

+

The strategy allows for residential development in some of the smaller settlements across
East Devon, some of which will be affordable, thereby increasing the amount of people
who will be able to access it. In addition, new build housing should be of a high standard.
The effect is not considered likely to be significant, however, due to the relatively small
numbers of dwellings involved.

+

The strategy recognises that it is the larger towns and hub-settlements of the District that
generally support these smaller settlements in terms of service provision; however it
endorses improved public transport links to and from these locations, which should have a
positive impact on people’s ability to access services. In addition, the strategy states that
additional retail, social, community, health and education facilities will be supported and
will be an integral requirement of new development.

+?

The strategy involves providing employment opportunities alongside the housing
development proposed in the villages, which may increase opportunities for work-based
training and skills development. However, the very small-scale employment opportunities
that are likely to be created mean that this potential effect is uncertain. In addition, the
strategy states that additional education facilities will be supported in order to serve the
growing population.

+

The strategy recognises that the larger towns and hub settlements of East Devon support
these smaller settlements in terms of service provision; however it also states that
additional health facilities will be supported in order to serve the growing population;
therefore positive effects are expected.
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5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have any direct effect on this objective. It is
possible that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and
thus greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect
effect and cannot be assumed.

-?

The development proposed within the villages may create noise disturbance for local
residents during the construction phase, and any increase in vehicle traffic may also
increase noise levels. However, the measures in the strategy relating to sustainable
transport use should help to reduce the severity of this potential effect, and the relatively
small-scale of the development planned indicates that this potential is likely to be either
very minimal or negligible, depending on its precise location in relation to sensitive
receptors.

+

The strategy recognises that the larger towns and hub settlements of East Devon support
these smaller settlements in terms of service provision; however it also states that new
social and community facilities will be encouraged and the loss of existing facilities
resisted. As such, positive effects are likely.

+

The development proposed is likely to be mainly infill development, which may enhance
the overall quality of the built environment of the listed settlements, as new development
is likely to be of a high quality. In addition, the emphasis placed on converting and
reducing existing buildings should have a positive impact on this objective.

?

The fact that the development to take place is mainly to be infill development or the
reuse of existing buildings means that positive effects on the wise use of land are likely to
result. The impacts of the development on the landscape character will depend on factors
such as the design and screening potential of new developments, and on the scale of such
development. As this is only likely to be small (less than 20 homes in most of the
settlements), minor impacts are most likely but it is currently uncertain whether these
may be positive or negative.
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10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment
11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon
12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

-?

The development proposed may have a minor negative impact on local amenity, due to
increased noise during construction or an increase in vehicle traffic. However, this may be
tempered by the proposed improvements to public transport provision over the longerterm. The effect on the character of the local environment will depend largely on the
design of individual developments, which is not currently known.

?

The likely effect of the development proposed under this strategy on biodiversity will
depend largely on the proximity of development sites to biodiversity assets; however this
is unknown until the specific sites for development come forward at a later stage.

+/-

The strategy states that public transport links between the villages and the larger hub
settlements should be improved, particularly where these are not daily services. As such,
it should become possible to reduce private car use. However, it is recognised that, as the
development is to take place in rural areas, car use is likely to remain high despite
improvements in public transport provision. As such, mixed effects are considered likely
overall.

+/-?

The fact that most of the development that is proposed is to be infill or the reuse of
existing buildings means that there should be positive impacts in terms of preserving soil
quality. Air quality may be adversely affected by any increase in vehicle movements as a
result of the new developments, although this is likely to be a very minor effect due to
the small scale of the development proposed and the planned improvements to public
transport. Mixed effects are therefore likely overall.

+/-

The strategy states that public transport links between the villages and the larger hub
settlements should be improved, particularly where these are not daily services. As such,
it should become possible to reduce private car use, and therefore greenhouse gas
emissions. However, it is recognised that the development of housing and employment
provision within the villages will result in an increase in emissions overall, particularly as
the development is to take place in rural areas where car use is likely to remain high
despite improvements in public transport provision. As such, mixed effects are considered
likely overall.

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases
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15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

-?

The effect of the strategy on the risk of flooding will depend on the exact spatial location
of the development to take place in relation to areas of high flood risk. The development
proposed may have some impact in terms of reducing the permeability of the land;
however the strategy advocates infill development and the reuse of existing buildings,
therefore this effect should be either negligible or very minor, particularly considering the
small numbers of houses to be developed and the fact that new developments may offer
good opportunities for the use of SUDS.

+/-?

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
any new development may lead to higher energy consumption overall, there may also be
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy production into new developments.
As such, the likely effects are mixed and uncertain.

+/-?

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development within or around the town; instead
it will be determined by waste management practices within each settlement. It can be
assumed that additional development will result in increased waste production, although
new development may provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste
management practices and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely but
are currently uncertain.

+

+

The strategy states that employment opportunities will be provided alongside the housing
development proposed, indicating that a positive effect on this objective is likely.

Development in the villages surrounding the towns of East Devon, which rely on them for
services, facilities etc., should have a positive impact on the vitality and viability of those
towns by increasing visitor numbers and the number of people using the town for facilities
etc. on a regular basis.
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20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 28: Sustaining and Diversifying Rural Enterprises
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime
6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

0

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy should result in increased employment provision in rural areas, which may
increase opportunities for work-based training and skills development. Sustaining rural
enterprises may also mean that increased opportunities such as apprenticeships are made
available.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. It is possible
that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus
greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect
and cannot be assumed.
Although the redevelopment of existing buildings for employment and housing use may
involve some level of noise creation during the construction phase, the rural location of
the activities mean that any such effects on local people are likely to be negligible.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 28: Sustaining and Diversifying Rural Enterprises
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

+

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

R-using existing buildings should have a positive impact on this objective, and would
prevent older traditional buildings falling into disrepair and/or replaced with new builds,
as long as schemes are carried out sensitively.

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

++

Re-using existing buildings for development will have a significant positive effect on the
wise use of land and should be beneficial in terms of maintaining the character and
appearance of the landscape.

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

+

Re-using existing buildings for development is likely to have a positive effect in terms of
maintaining the character and quality of the local environment.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

-?

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

+

The conversion of old agricultural buildings for other uses should be undertaken with care
as there is the potential to disturb bats or other birds that may have nests/roosts in such
buildings. Redevelopment should take account of such biodiversity interests in order to
ensure that the potential adverse effect is avoided.
The rural buildings which are to be redeveloped under this objective are likely to be
isolated, which would necessitate private car use, however this potential effect is
considered most likely to be of a negligible scale.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

Re-using existing buildings will have positive impacts in terms of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions associated with development. In addition, enhancing economic activity and
employment opportunities in more rural areas may help to reduce private car use over
longer distances to commute to larger settlements for work.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 28: Sustaining and Diversifying Rural Enterprises
15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding
16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

+/-

Re-using existing buildings is likely to have positive effects on energy consumption in
comparison to the construction of new developments, although new development may
have provided good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy production into new
developments which may be more limited when redeveloping an existing building. As
such, the likely effects are mixed.

+/-

Re-using existing buildings will have positive effects on waste minimisation; however new
development may have provided better opportunities for establishing more sustainable
waste management practices and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are
likely overall.

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

++

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

++

Significant positive effects on employment provision are likely to result from this objective
as it includes measures for enhancing agriculture and the wider rural economy, and
developing existing buildings for employment space in rural areas will help to focus
employment provision in areas where opportunities may be more limited.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective as it covers
development and enterprise in rural areas.
The measures included within the strategy should encourage investment and business
start ups, particularly in rural areas of the East Devon District. Providing buildings (reused) to accommodate business uses should have a positive effect in this sense.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 29: Promoting Opportunities for Young People
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

+

The strategy aims to support initiatives that provide housing suitable for first time buyers;
therefore positive effects on this objective should result.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 29: Promoting Opportunities for Young People
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

+?

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy states that support will be given to initiatives that enhance access to further
education for young people, as well as training and apprenticeship posts. The scale of
such provision is not yet known; however the strategy states that Devon County Council
will be consulted on residential applications over 10 dwellings regarding the provision of
extra school places or education contributions through planning obligations; therefore
positive effects are considered likely.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

0

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 29: Promoting Opportunities for Young People
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

0

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

0

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

+

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy should help to provide employment opportunities for young people, who are
in particular need of increased opportunities in the current climate.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 29: Promoting Opportunities for Young People
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

++?

+

If the opportunities available to young people in terms of education, employment and
housing are improved, they are more likely to remain living and working in East Devon
District rather than relocating to Exeter or other cities further afield. This should help
maintain the vitality and viability of the towns of east Devon by maintaining and
potentially enhancing the younger population and increasing levels of economic activity.
The strategy aims to help ensure that the young people of East Devon are better qualified
with relevant skills and education, which should help to encourage investment due to the
availability of high quality employees.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 30 – Inward Investment, Communication Links and Local
Procurement
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+?

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy may have a positive effect on this objective as encouraging investment and
the associated employment opportunities may increase the opportunities available for onthe-job training and skills development.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 30 – Inward Investment, Communication Links and Local
Procurement
6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-?

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

0

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-?

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

The strategy could potentially have a negative effect on this objective as improvements to
transport links may result in noise creation, particularly during the construction phase.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

+/-

0

The strategy could potentially have a negative effect on this objective as improvements to
transport links may impact upon local amenity, particularly during the construction phase.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
Investment in transport links may have a mixed effect on this SA objective, as the nature
of improvements will influence any potential impacts. Improved public transport links and
increased provision for cyclists and pedestrians will have a positive effect on sustainable
transport provision; however improvements to the road network may have a negative
effect as local people will not be encouraged to change mode of transport from their
private vehicles.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 30 – Inward Investment, Communication Links and Local
Procurement
14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

0

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

++

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

+?

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

++

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Improving transport and electronic media links is likely to have a significant positive effect
on employment as the improved links will support businesses and service providers and
create an environment that supports investment, with the associated employment
opportunities. The strategy also states that the Council will seek to secure opportunities
for local residents and businesses to benefit from employment and procurement
associated with major developments.
Improving electronic media links in the area may have a positive effect on the vitality of
towns as businesses in town centres will be provided with improved communications.
The purpose of the policy is to improving transport and electronic media links in order to
encourage inward investment, as the improved links will support businesses and service
providers and create an environment that supports investment.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 31: Future Job and Employment Land Provision

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 31: Future Job and Employment Land Provision
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

Increased employment opportunities should result from the strategy, which are in turn
likely to result in improved opportunities being available for work-based training and skills
development.

+

Providing employment opportunities within close proximity to housing development is
likely to have a positive effect on this objective as people will be more easily able to
access jobs without the need to commute longer distances, and opportunities for walking
and cycling to work may be more feasible, therefore having a positive effect on levels of
exercise.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. It is possible
that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development, and thus
greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels, although this is an indirect effect
and cannot be assumed.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-?

The development of employment sites alongside housing provision may have some
adverse effects in terms of additional noise creation, particularly during the construction
phase, although this will depend on the nature of the commercial activity taking place
which is not yet known. In addition, this may incur additional vehicle traffic depending on
the type of business.

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 31: Future Job and Employment Land Provision
8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets
9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-?

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

+

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

+

0

The development of employment sites alongside housing provision may have some
adverse effects on local amenity, particularly during the construction phase, although this
will depend on the nature of the commercial activity taking place, which is not yet known.
In addition, this may incur additional vehicle traffic depending on the type of business
which may have an adverse impact on amenity, particularly in rural areas.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
Providing employment opportunities within close proximity to housing development is
likely to have a positive effect on this objective as people will be more easily able to
access jobs without the need to commute longer distances, and opportunities for walking
and cycling to work may be more feasible.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Providing employment opportunities within close proximity to housing development is
likely to have a positive effect on this objective as people will be more easily able to
access jobs without the need to commute longer distances, and opportunities for walking
and cycling to work may be more feasible, therefore having a positive effect on
greenhouse gas emissions.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 31: Future Job and Employment Land Provision
16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

++

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is likely to have a significant positive effect on this objective, as it requires
one new job to be provided for every home built, thus helping to prevent a situation
where the local population considerably outnumbers the available job opportunities.

++

The strategy should help to ensure that, where housing is developed within the towns of
East Devon, employment opportunities are also made available there, thus reducing the
need for residents to commute to other locations such as Exeter for work, leaving the
smaller towns as effectively ‘dormitory’ towns. Providing employment land to accompany
housing development should also help to focus economic activity in the smaller towns by
attracting businesses.

++

The provision of 1ha of employment land for every 250 homes built should have a
positive effect on encouraging investment, as across the District the area of land available
for industrial and commercial activities will increase markedly. In addition, requiring
employment land and new homes to be co-located may have positive impacts in terms of
ensuring that there is a nearby workforce available, which should be attractive to
investors.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 32: Resisting Loss of Employment, Retail and Community
Uses
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 32: Resisting Loss of Employment, Retail and Community
Uses
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

++

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

4: To improve the population’s
health

+?

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

A positive effect on this objective is likely, as the community facilities that the strategy
aims to protect are likely to include healthcare facilities; however this is not specified and
so some uncertainty is attached to the potential positive effect.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

++

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

The primary purpose of the strategy is to ensure that local people have ongoing access to
community services and facilities by resisting the loss of such facilities.

The primary purpose of the strategy is to ensure that local people have ongoing access to
community services and facilities by resisting the loss of such facilities. This specifically
refers to social/leisure facilities such as pubs.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 32: Resisting Loss of Employment, Retail and Community
Uses
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

0

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

+

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

+

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
A positive effect on this objective is likely as retaining community services and facilities
such as post offices should help to minimise the extent to which people in smaller villages
and rural areas have to travel by car to access facilities in the larger towns and villages.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

A positive effect on this objective is likely as retaining community services and facilities
such as post offices should help to minimise the extent to which people in smaller villages
and rural areas have to travel by car to access facilities in the larger towns and villages.
As such, emissions from vehicles should be reduced.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 32: Resisting Loss of Employment, Retail and Community
Uses
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

++

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

Retaining community services and facilities within the town of East Devon should help to
maintain their vitality and viability and reduce the extent to which people need to travel
to Exeter to access such services and facilities.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 33: Promotion of Tourism in East Devon
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

+?

+?

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

It is possible that an increased emphasis on tourism development may have an indirect
positive effect on this objective, if services and facilities are developed that will also
benefit local people.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective; however
increased employment in the tourism and leisure industry may result in increased
opportunities being available for work-based education and training.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 33: Promotion of Tourism in East Devon
4: To improve the population’s
health

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective. It is
possible that increased levels of employment in the area resulting from development of
the local tourism industry, and thus greater prosperity, may lead to reduced crime levels,
although this is an indirect effect and cannot be assumed.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-?

The strategy encourages the promotion of tourism, and so may contribute (directly or
indirectly) to increased noise from vehicle traffic as well as shorter-term impacts from
construction noise associated with tourism-related development. However, this potential
negative effect is currently uncertain as it will depend on factors such as the extent,
nature and location of tourism-related development and the extent of any resulting
increases in vehicle traffic, which are at present unknown.

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+

It is likely that an increased emphasis on tourism development will have a positive effect
on this objective, as the provision of cultural, social and leisure facilities designed to
enhance tourism will also be beneficial to the local population.

+/-?

Increased tourism development within East Devon may affect the overall appearance and
quality of the built environment; however effects could be either positive or negative
depending on the location, design and specific nature of tourism-related developments
which are unknown at this stage.

+/-?

Depending on the location and type of any tourism-related development that may come
forward under this policy, there is some potential for either positive or negative impacts
on land as either greenfield or brownfield sites could be used. Similarly, the effects on
landscape character will depend on the location and appearance of any new development
coming forward; however it is noted that the strategy states that tourism growth should
not damage the natural assets of the District, which is taken to include landscape
character.

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 33: Promotion of Tourism in East Devon

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

+/-?

It is possible that encouraging increased tourism in East Devon may have a negative
effect on local amenity, particularly during the peak summer months when tourism is
likely to be at its peak. This could also affect the character of the local environment; for
example as a result of increased vehicle traffic or intrusive/inappropriate tourism-related
developments. However, it is noted that the strategy states that tourism growth should
be designed so as to complement the high quality local environment; therefore overall
effects are potentially mixed and are uncertain.

+/-?

The strategy states that tourism growth should not damage the natural assets of the
District, which is taken to include biodiversity. However, there are a number of
internationally and nationally designated sites within and around the District, as well as
many non-designated biodiversity assets, and an increase in the local tourist population is
likely to increase the pressure on those areas and the potential for pollution, trampling
etc. Therefore, overall effects are potentially mixed.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

-?

The likely effects of the strategy on this objective are uncertain - although increasing
tourism activity within the District will result in higher numbers of people movements
both to and within the District, it is not clear from the strategy what modes of transport
will be used. However, given the rural nature of much of the District and the limited
public transport network serving many areas, it is likely that many of these journeys will
be made by car.

+?

The strategy specifies that tourism growth should not damage the District’s natural
assets, which is taken to include air, soil and water quality. Instead, the intention is to
attract a type of tourism businesses that will complement the high quality environment of
the District; therefore positive effects may result.

-?

Given the rural nature of much of the District and the limited public transport network
serving many areas, it is likely that many of the additional journeys made as a result of
increased tourism will be made by car; therefore having a negative effect on greenhouse
gas emissions.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 33: Promotion of Tourism in East Devon
15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+/-?

Changes to the risk of flooding will depend largely on the location and nature of any new
tourism-related development, which is not known. Factors such as whether the
development increases the overall extent of impermeable surfaces or whether it involves
redeveloping brownfield sites will determine the effect on this objective. There may also
be good opportunities for incorporating SuDS into new developments. As such, the likely
effects are mixed but uncertain at this stage.

+/-

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new tourism-related development, which is not known. Although
new development such as that encouraged by this strategy will inevitably lead to higher
energy consumption overall, there may also be good opportunities for incorporating
renewable energy production into new developments, particularly considering that
strategy 33 endorses renewable energy generation across the District. As such, the likely
effects are mixed.

+/-

It can be assumed that additional tourism-related development will result in increased
waste production, although new development may provide good opportunities for
establishing more sustainable waste management practices and the re-use of materials.
As such, mixed effects are likely.

+

++

++

Encouraging tourism growth within east Devon is likely to result in increased employment
opportunities, although as employment within tourism is often seasonal and poorly paid,
this effect is not expected to be significant.

Encouraging tourism throughout East Devon, including in the towns, will help to ensure
their ongoing vitality and viability by increasing the local population (particularly during
the busiest summer months) and boosting the local economy, providing employment
opportunities and increased prosperity which is likely to help retain younger people who
may otherwise have looked towards Exeter and beyond for employment.
The strategy is likely to encourage investment in the field of leisure and tourism – it
specifically states that the aim will be to attract new tourism-related businesses.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 34: District Wide Affordable Housing Provision Targets
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

++

The strategy is expected to have a significant positive effect on this objective, due to the
provisions made for affordable housing across the District, which should enable a broader
range of the population to access new homes.

+?

The strategy states that the provision of ‘significant community benefits’ will be taken into
consideration when considering issues of development viability, indicating that the
provision of services will be positively affected by this strategy . However, no detail is
given with regards to what these community benefits will entail, therefore the potential
positive effect is at present uncertain.

+?

The strategy states that the provision of ‘significant community benefits’ will be taken into
consideration when considering issues of development viability, indicating that education
provision may be positively affected by this strategy. However, no detail is given with
regards to what these community benefits will entail, therefore the potential positive
effect is at present uncertain.

4: To improve the population’s
health

+?

The strategy states that the provision of ‘significant community benefits’ will be taken into
consideration when considering issues of development viability, indicating that the
provision of healthcare facilities will be positively affected by this strategy. However, no
detail is given with regards to what these community benefits will entail, therefore the
potential positive effect is at present uncertain.

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

+?

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective – instead it
will be affected by the design, scale and location of housing developments which is to be
determined under other policies, rather than by this strategy which determines only the
proportion of housing developments that should be affordable.
The strategy states that the provision of ‘significant community benefits’ will be taken into
consideration when considering issues of development viability, indicating that the
provision of cultural, social and leisure facilities will be positively affected by this strategy.
However, no detail is given with regards to what these community benefits will entail,
therefore the potential positive effect is at present uncertain.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 34: District Wide Affordable Housing Provision Targets
8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets
9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment
11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

0

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective – instead it
will be affected by the design, scale and location of housing developments which is to be
determined under other policies, rather than by this strategy which determines only the
proportion of housing developments that should be affordable.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective – instead it
will be affected by the design, scale and location of housing developments which is to be
determined under other policies, rather than by this strategy which determines only the
proportion of housing developments that should be affordable.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective – instead it
will be affected by the design, scale and location of housing developments which is to be
determined under other policies, rather than by this strategy which determines only the
proportion of housing developments that should be affordable.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective – instead it
will be affected by the design, scale and location of housing developments which is to be
determined under other policies, rather than by this strategy which determines only the
proportion of housing developments that should be affordable.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective – instead it
will be affected by the design, scale and location of housing developments which is to be
determined under other policies, rather than by this strategy which determines only the
proportion of housing developments that should be affordable.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective – instead it
will be affected by the design, scale and location of housing developments which is to be
determined under other policies, rather than by this strategy which determines only the
proportion of housing developments that should be affordable.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective – instead it
will be affected by the design, scale and location of housing developments which is to be
determined under other policies, rather than by this strategy which determines only the
proportion of housing developments that should be affordable.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 34: District Wide Affordable Housing Provision Targets
15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible
17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon
20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective – instead it
will be affected by the design, scale and location of housing developments which is to be
determined under other policies, rather than by this strategy which determines only the
proportion of housing developments that should be affordable.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective – instead it
will be affected by the design, scale and location of housing developments which is to be
determined under other policies, rather than by this strategy which determines only the
proportion of housing developments that should be affordable.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective – instead it
will be affected by the design, scale and location of housing developments which is to be
determined under other policies, rather than by this strategy which determines only the
proportion of housing developments that should be affordable.

?

The likely effect of this strategy on employment is uncertain as affordable housing
provision is likely to result in a higher number of younger and economically active people
to live within the District, and therefore demand for employment may increase. If the
necessary employment provision is not made, there may be resulting negative effects;
however this is not specified within this particular strategy.

++

Providing affordable housing in the towns of East Devon and the rural areas around them
which make use of the towns for services etc. will enable more young people to stay in
the area, who may otherwise have been priced out of the housing market. This will have a
significant positive impact on the long-term vitality of such settlements.

-?

It is possible that the requirements for developers to provide a certain proportion of
affordable housing within developers, or to contribute to off-site provision, may
discourage investment in property development due to the potentially higher costs and
lower rates of return. However, this effect is uncertain as the economic returns of
affordable and market housing development will depend on a range of factors such as the
location, land prices and the current market. In addition, other authorities are likely to
apply the same or very similar policies.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 35: Mixed Market and Affordable Housing Outside Built-Up Area
Boundaries

1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+

The strategy allows for the provision of both affordable and market value housing in
outside of built up area boundaries where there is proven need, and stipulates that
affordable housing must account for at least 66% of houses built, indicating that positive
effects on this objective are likely. In addition, the strategy specifies that affordable
housing occupancy will be restricted to local people in genuine need. However, the
strategy places restrictions on the number of houses that can be provided, and on the
locations in which they can be built. As such, the likely positive effects on this objective
are not likely to be significant.

++

The strategy requires that new houses are developed within close proximity to a range of
facilities. The restrictions placed on the number of houses that can be built in smaller
settlements should help to prevent existing facilities becoming overloaded by an
increased population. As such, significant positive effects are expected.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

+?

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-

The strategy requires that new houses are developed within close proximity to a range of
facilities, which is taken to include healthcare services. The restrictions placed on the
number of houses that can be built in smaller settlements should help to prevent existing
facilities becoming overloaded by an increased population. As such, positive effects are
likely, although this is uncertain as no direct mention is made of healthcare facilities.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The development of housing may cause an increase in noise levels, particularly during the
construction phase but also after if the increased population in a settlement has an impact
on the volume of road traffic. This is considered unlikely considering the small amount of
houses that may be developed in one place under this strategy; however construction
noise may still be an issue in the short-term.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 35: Mixed Market and Affordable Housing Outside Built-Up Area
Boundaries

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment
11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

+?

The strategy requires that new houses are developed within close proximity to a range of
facilities, which is taken to include cultural, social and leisure facilities. The restrictions
placed on the number of houses that can be built in smaller settlements should help to
prevent existing facilities becoming overloaded by an increased population. As such,
positive effects are likely, although this is uncertain as no direct mention is made of
leisure provision.

+?

The location of the new housing development adjacent to, but outside of, existing built up
areas means that there are less likely to be adverse effects resulting from disturbance to
built/historic assets; however the likely effects are at present uncertain as they will
depend on the presence of assets such as listed buildings, archaeological remains or SAMs
in the vicinity of any proposed development.

-

The construction of new housing development outside of built up area boundaries would
be likely to take place on greenfield land, therefore having a negative effect on this
objective.

-

Local amenity may be affected by noise disturbance during the construction phase of new
housing development. Development of housing outside of built up area boundaries may
also be more likely to impact on the aesthetic character of the area as opposed to infill
development.

-?

The effects of housing development on biodiversity will depend on the proximity of
development to species and habitats, which is determined when applications for specific
developments come forward and cannot be known from this overarching policy. However,
it is considered that development outside of the built up area boundary, on what is likely
to be greenfield land, is more likely to have an adverse impact on biodiversity interests.

+

The fact that housing development must be provided alongside a range of facilities means
that people are less likely to need to travel longer distances via car to access such
facilities.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 35: Mixed Market and Affordable Housing Outside Built-Up Area
Boundaries
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases
15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

+/-

The effects of housing development on air, soil and water quality will depend on factors
such as the quality of the land to be developed and the proximity to water courses which
may be polluted, which is determined when applications for specific developments come
forward and cannot be known from this overarching policy. However, it is considered that
development outside of the built up area boundary, on what is likely to be greenfield land,
is more likely to have an adverse impact in terms of the loss of good quality land.
However, mixed effects are likely overall as the fact that housing must be provided in
close proximity to community facilities means that car travel is likely to be less frequently
required, having a positive impact on air quality.

+/-

Development overall will inevitably result in an increase in greenhouse gas emissions;
however the fact that housing must be provided in close proximity to community facilities
means that car travel is likely to be less frequently required, having a positive impact on
greenhouse gas emissions. As such, mixed effects are likely overall.

+/-

Developing housing outside of the built up area boundary is more likely to increase the
area of impermeable land than infilling within the centre of a settlement, increasing the
risk of flooding. However, new housing developments may offer opportunities for
incorporating measures such as SUDS; therefore the likely effects are mixed overall.

+/-

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, rather than on its spatial location. Although
any new development may lead to higher energy consumption overall, there may also be
good opportunities for incorporating renewable energy production into new developments.
As such, the likely effects are mixed.

+/-

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
not be affected by the spatial location of development; instead it will be determined by
waste management practices within each settlement. It can be assumed that additional
development will result in increased waste production, although new development may
provide good opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices
and the re-use of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely.

Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan –Strategy 35: Mixed Market and Affordable Housing Outside Built-Up Area
Boundaries
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

-?

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy may make investment in East Devon from house builders less attractive, due
to the requirements in relation to affordable housing provision and the use of local
materials, which may reduce the financial profitability of developments.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 36: Life Time Homes and Care/Extra Care Homes
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs
4: To improve the population’s

++

The strategy should result in significant positive effects on this objective, as it will help to
ensure that appropriate housing is available for elderly and disabled people, including
within affordable housing provision.

+

The strategy aims to provide suitable living accommodation for elderly/disabled people
within towns and hub settlements, and it within such settlements it is considered that
access to services and facilities by residents will be easier than if the appropriate housing
was provided in more rural areas.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

++

The strategy provides for the development of care homes in which residents will be able

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 36: Life Time Homes and Care/Extra Care Homes
health
5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime
6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

to receive appropriate support and healthcare, and the provision of lifetime homes should
help people to live more comfortably and safely in their own homes.
0

-

+

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The provision of new care homes, particularly within urban areas, and housing (including
that reaching lifetime homes standards) may result in some noise disturbance during
construction.
The strategy aims to provide suitable living accommodation for elderly/disabled people
within towns and hub settlements, and it within such settlements it is considered that
access to cultural, social and leisure facilities by residents will be easier than if the
appropriate housing was provided in more rural areas.

+/-?

The provision of new care homes, particularly within urban areas, and housing (including
that reaching lifetime homes standards) may result in some level of disturbance to
historic assets, depending on the proximity of development to such assets, e.g. listed
buildings. However, the fact that the development is to be provided in urban areas means
that the overall quality of the built environment may be positively affected, as new
development is likely to be of a high quality. As such, the potential effects are mixed but
currently uncertain.

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

+/-?

The fact that the development is to be provided in urban areas means that it is more
likely that there will be opportunities for reusing existing land and buildings, having a
positive effect on the wise use of land. In addition, focusing the development in urban
areas means that the landscape is less likely to be adversely affected. As such, the
potential effects are mixed but currently uncertain.

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

0

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

?

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Focusing the proposed development (new care homes etc.) in existing urban areas means
that biodiversity assets are less likely to be adversely affected. However, the precise
effects cannot be known without more detail about the precise location, type and scale of

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 36: Life Time Homes and Care/Extra Care Homes
any development resulting from the strategy.
12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

+

The fact that the strategy proposes care homes and lifetime homes to be provided within
urban areas means that car travel is less likely to be necessary in order for residents to
get out and about to community facilities and for care employees and people visiting care
homes – public transport use may be more feasible. As such, positive effects on this
objective are likely.

+?

Focusing the proposed development (new care homes etc.) in existing urban areas means
that air, soil and water quality are less likely to be adversely affected. There may be more
opportunities for development on brownfield land, preserving soil quality, and car travel
may be less likely to be necessary in order for residents to get out and about to
community facilities and for care employees and people visiting care homes – public
transport use may be more feasible, thus preserving air quality. However, the potential
positive impact is uncertain without knowing the precise location and scale of any
development that may result from this strategy.

+/-

The fact that the strategy proposes care homes and lifetime homes to be provided within
urban areas means that car travel is less likely to be necessary in order for residents to
get out and about to community facilities and for care employees and people visiting care
homes – public transport use may be more feasible. However, development overall will
almost inevitably increase greenhouse gas emissions. As such, mixed effects on
greenhouse gas emissions are likely.

+/-?

Focusing the proposed development (new care homes etc.) in existing urban areas means
that there is unlikely to be a significant increase in the area of impermeable land, which
can increase the risk of flooding. In addition, new development may offer good
opportunities for incorporating measures such as SUDS. However, the precise effects
cannot be known without more detail about the precise location, type and scale of any
development resulting from the strategy, and a number of the market towns include
areas of higher flood risk even within the existing built up area. As such, the likely effects
on this objective are mixed but uncertain.

+/-

The efficient consumption of energy will depend largely on the levels of energy production
and consumption within new development, which is not covered under this strategy.
Although any new development (in this case care homes) may lead to higher energy
consumption overall, there may also be good opportunities for incorporating renewable

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 36: Life Time Homes and Care/Extra Care Homes
energy production into new developments. As such, the likely effects are mixed.
17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+/-

+

+/-

0

The wise use of waste resources and the reduction of waste production and disposal will
be determined by waste management practices within the local area, which is not covered
by this strategy. However, it can be assumed that the development of care homes will
result in increased waste production, although new development may provide good
opportunities for establishing more sustainable waste management practices and the reuse of materials. As such, mixed effects are likely but are currently uncertain.
The development of new care homes may have a positive effect on this objective, as new
jobs relating to care re likely to be created. However, this effect is only likely to be minor
due to the small number of jobs that are likely to be created.

Providing houses which meet the standards of lifetime homes and care homes within the
towns of East Devon, as endorsed by this strategy, would help to retain the vitality of the
towns as residents will be able to remain in towns where they have perhaps lived for
many years, helping to retain a sense of community in the area. However, providing care
homes and lifetime homes standard accommodation may create clusters of settlements
which are almost exclusively elderly, which may have an adverse impact on the vitality of
such areas. As such, the likely effects are mixed.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 37: Community Safety
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 37: Community Safety
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

4: To improve the population’s
health

+

The measures included within this strategy relating to increased perceptions of safety and
security should have an indirect positive effect on the mental health of local people.

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

++

The strategy is centred on reducing crime and fear of crime across the District, therefore
should result in significant positive effects on this objective.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

+?

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

-?

It is possible that the strategy may have a positive effect on this objective, if it were to
result in less anti-social behaviour which can include noise disturbance, particularly in
urban areas.
The amenity value of local greenspace should be increased by this strategy as local
people will be more enthusiastic to get out and about and make use of the leisure and
recreation assets that may have otherwise been less appealing due to safety concerns,
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
If the strategy involved increasing levels of artificial lighting in order to improve people’s
perceptions of their safety, there may be resulting negative impacts on landscape
character. A balance needs to be achieved between these concerns.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 37: Community Safety
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment
11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

+?

It is possible that the strategy may have a positive effect on this objective, if it were to
result in less anti-social behaviour which can adversely affect local amenity, particularly in
urban areas.

-?

If the strategy involved increasing levels of artificial lighting in order to improve people’s
perceptions of their safety, there may be resulting negative impacts on certain
biodiversity assets such as bats. A balance needs to be achieved between these concerns.

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

+

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

0

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

The strategy is likely to have a positive effect on this objective as people are more likely
to walk and cycle, particularly at night, if they feel more secure in outside spaces within
their local community.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 37: Community Safety
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

+

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+

Reducing crime and the fear of crime may have a positive effect on the vitality of the
towns in East Devon, as well as elsewhere.
Reducing crime and the fear of crime may have a positive effect on the attractiveness of
East Devon to investors as there will be fewer concerns about the security of property and
other business assets.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 38: Sustainable Design and Construction
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

+

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

The strategy should have a positive effect on this objective as, although it will not itself
lead to the construction of new homes, it should help to ensure that those that are built
as a result of other policies are completed to a high standard.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 38: Sustainable Design and Construction
5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

+

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

+

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

0

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

0

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy should have a positive effect on this objective by ensuring that noise is
mitigated during the construction and operational phases of new developments.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy should have a positive effect on this objective as it will help to ensure that
buildings developed within the District are completed to a high standard, improving the
overall quality of East Devon’s built environment.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 38: Sustainable Design and Construction
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality
14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

+

The sustainable construction techniques advocated through this strategy should result in
positive effects on air, soil and water quality in the surrounding area.

++

The strategy seeks to ensure that sustainable design and construction methods are
incorporated into new development, specifically referring to the use of renewable energy
technology. It also refers to refurbishment of existing buildings, stating that this should
be an opportunity to integrate renewable energy.

++

It is expected that houses developed to high standards of sustainable design and
construction will incorporate measures such as SUDS which should have a positive impact
in terms of reducing the flood risk. The strategy also states that developments will be
built to be resilient to the impacts of climate change, which is taken to include more
frequent and severe flood events.

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

++

It is expected that houses developed to high standards of sustainable design and
construction will incorporate energy efficiency measures, therefore having a significant
positive effect on this objective.

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

++

It is expected that houses developed to high standards of sustainable design and
construction will incorporate sustainable waste management schemes and recycling
facilities, therefore having a significant positive effect on this objective.

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 39: Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Projects
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 39: Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Projects

-?

It is possible that renewable energy installations may have an adverse effect on the
appearance of the built environment, particularly if they are within close proximity of
historic assets therefore having a negative effect on this objective; however the strategy
states that account will be taken of potential impacts on features of heritage sensitivity.
Design guidance can also be put in place to mitigate any potential effects. The potential
negative effect is therefore uncertain.

-?

It is possible that renewable energy installations may have an adverse effect on the
landscape (e.g. wind turbines), therefore having a negative effect on this objective;
however the strategy states that account will be taken of potential impacts on features of
environmental sensitivity, which is taken to include the landscape character. It is also
stated that applicants should take steps to mitigate potential adverse impacts by
considering issues such as scale, design and location – such measures should help to
mitigate potential impacts on the landscape. Design guidance can also be put in place to
mitigate any potential effects. The potential negative effect is therefore uncertain.

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-?

It is possible that renewable energy installations may have an adverse effect on the local
character (e.g. wind turbines), therefore having a negative effect on this objective;
however the strategy states that account will be taken of potential impacts on features of
environmental sensitivity, which is taken to include amenity and local character. It is also
stated that applicants should take steps to mitigate potential adverse impacts by
considering issues such as scale, design and location – such measures should help to
mitigate potential impacts on amenity and local character. Design guidance can also be
put in place to mitigate any potential effects. The potential negative effect is therefore
uncertain.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 39: Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Projects
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

++

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

++

The strategy is expected to have significant positive effects on this objective as it
endorses the production of renewable energy which should lead to improved energy
efficiency.

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

+?

It is possible that positive effects will result on this objective if renewable energy schemes
include energy from waste schemes; however this is uncertain at this stage as it depends
on the nature of the renewable energy schemes that are implemented.

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+?

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+

The strategy is expected to have significant positive effects on this objective as it
endorses the production of renewable energy which should result in a decrease in
greenhouse gas emissions across the District.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

It is possible that the encouragement of renewable energy development across the
District will result in the creation of a small number of associated jobs.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy may have a minor positive effect on this objective as making it clear that
East Devon District supports renewable energy may encourage associated investment
such as companies developing renewable technologies and those looking to develop
specific sites for renewables.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 40: Decentralised Energy Networks
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

-?

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy could have a potentially negative effect on the built environment and setting
of the historic environment, depending on the scale, appearance and location of
renewable energy generating technologies in place to serve the proposed decentralised
energy networks. However, this will depend on these factors and the proximity of such
technology to built and historic assets; therefore the potential effect is currently
uncertain.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 40: Decentralised Energy Networks
9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

-?

The strategy could have a potentially negative effect on landscape character, depending
on the scale, appearance and location of renewable energy generating technologies in
place to serve the proposed decentralised energy networks. However, this will depend on
these factors and the sensitivity of the landscape in the relevant locations; therefore the
potential effect is currently uncertain.

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

-?

The strategy could have a potentially negative effect on local character and visual
amenity, depending on the scale, appearance and location of renewable energy
generating technologies in place to serve the proposed decentralised energy networks.
However, this will depend on these factors and the sensitivity of the local environment
and the proximity of sensitive receptors; therefore the potential effect is currently
uncertain.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

++

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

++

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy aims to encourage and facilitate the use of renewable energy sources within
new development by requiring developments to be connected to decentralised energy
networks where possible; therefore reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The purpose of the strategy is to achieve more efficient energy consumption within new
developments by ensuring that decentralised energy networks are in place and in use
wherever possible.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 40: Decentralised Energy Networks
17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon
20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

+/-?

0

-?

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

It is possible that the strategy may stimulate the creation of a small number of jobs
associated with the implementation of decentralised energy networks within new
development; however this potential positive effect is considered to be minor due to the
very small number of jobs that may result. At the same time, the requirement for larger
developments to investigate and implement decentralised energy networks could be seen
as a deterrent for investors; however, this requirement is likely to be in place in other
authorities, not just East Devon.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective; however
there may be an indirect negative effect if the requirement for larger developments to
investigate and implement decentralised energy networks were to deter potential
investors. However, this requirement is likely to be in place in other authorities, not just
East Devon.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 41: Allowable Solutions
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 41: Allowable Solutions
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

+

+

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy should have a positive effect on this objective as it provides an alternative
means through which developers can contribute to renewable energy production while
conserving the quality of built and historic assets (e.g. listed buildings) where their
setting or quality may otherwise have been adversely affected by an inappropriate
renewable energy installation.
The strategy should have a positive effect on this objective as it provides an alternative
means through which developers can contribute to renewable energy production while
protecting local landscape character, which may otherwise have been adversely affected
by an inappropriate renewable energy installation.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 41: Allowable Solutions
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

+

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

++

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

++

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

The strategy should have a positive effect on this objective as it provides an alternative
means through which developers can contribute to renewable energy production while
conserving the local environment and amenity where it may otherwise have been
adversely affected by an inappropriate renewable energy installation.

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy provides a way in which developers must contribute to renewable energy
generation, even where onsite installations may not be appropriate; therefore a
significant positive effect on this objective is likely.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy provides a way in which developers must contribute to renewable energy
generation, even where onsite installations may not be appropriate; therefore a
significant positive effect on this objective is likely.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 41: Allowable Solutions
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+?

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+?

It is possible that the strategy may stimulate the creation of a small number of jobs
associated with the renewable energy industry; however this potential positive effect is
considered to be minor due to the very small number of jobs that may result.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 42: Green Infrastructure Provision and Strategy
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 42: Green Infrastructure Provision and Strategy
4: To improve the population’s
health

++

Improving the District’s green infrastructure provision is likely to have a significant
positive impact on both the physical and mental health and well-being of local people as a
result of the improved opportunities for outdoor recreation and exercise in easily
accessible locations.

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

+/-

The strategy may affect people’s fear of crime, depending on its design e.g. whether
greenspaces are appropriately designed to promote safety and visibility. As such, either
positive or negative impacts on this objective are possible.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

++

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

+

Improving the District’s green infrastructure provision is likely to have a significant
positive impact on leisure provision, as there will be a better availability of open space in
accessible locations in which people can undertake leisure and recreation activities.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
Ensuring that there is adequate green infrastructure across the District should help to
enhance the appearance of the area and the landscape character.

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

++

Providing a good amount of high quality green infrastructure across the District is
expected to have a significant positive effect on local amenity and the quality and
character of the natural environment, by securing open spaces which are likely to be
more tranquil and attractive than built up areas.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

++

The provision of high quality green infrastructure across the District is likely to have a
positive impact on biodiversity, particularly in the more heavily urbanised areas.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 42: Green Infrastructure Provision and Strategy
12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

++?

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

++

Maintaining areas of land for green infrastructure and therefore avoiding their being built
on, is likely to have a positive impact on this objective.

+

A reduction in car use is likely to result from this strategy, as walking and cycling routes
should be more readily available, leading to a positive effect on this objective.

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases
15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

+

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

If green infrastructure provision includes routes appropriate for walking, this may result in
a reduction in car use, although this effect is likely to be only minimal and will depend on
the nature and location of green infrastructure provision.

Improving the District’s green infrastructure provision is expected to have a positive
effect on this objective as it will enhance the area of permeable land available for water to
infiltrate, thus reducing the risk of flooding.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 42: Green Infrastructure Provision and Strategy
20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+

The strategy should increase the attractiveness of the District as a place in which to live
and work, which may have a positive effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 43: Open Space Standards
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

4: To improve the population’s
health

+

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The provision of open space within new development, in line with the specified standards,
will help to improve the health of local people by ensuring that there is high quality space
available for outdoor leisure and recreation activities such as walking and cycling, and
should help to encourage healthier and more active lifestyles.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 43: Open Space Standards
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+

The provision of open space within new development, in line with the specified standards,
will ensure that there is high quality space available for outdoor leisure activities such as
walking and cycling.

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

+

The provision of open space within new development should help to enhance the overall
appearance and quality of the built environment in East Devon.

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

+

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

+

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

+

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

+

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

0

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

The landscape character of the District will be enhanced by the provision of new areas of
open space.

Local amenity will be enhanced by the provision of open space.

The provision of open space should have a positive effect on biodiversity by providing new
areas of habitat.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

+

The provision of open space could have a positive effect in terms of maintaining soil
quality.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The provision of open space within new development, in line with the specified standards,
should help to reduce the risk of flooding by reducing the extent to which whole areas
become covered with impermeable surfaces.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 43: Open Space Standards
16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 44: The Undeveloped Coast in East Devon
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

-

This strategy may result in a negative impact on housing provision, due to the restrictions
placed on development of any kind in designated coastal areas.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 44: The Undeveloped Coast in East Devon
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

-?

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+/-?

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

This strategy may result in a negative impact on access to services and facilities, if the
restrictions placed on development of any kind in designated coastal areas were to
prevent the provision of new services.

++

Maintaining undeveloped areas near to the coast, which are scenic and therefore
potentially more attractive for recreation activities than other areas, is likely to have a
positive effect on this objective. However, it is possible that the restrictions placed on
development in certain locations may prevent the development of cultural, social and
leisure facilities; therefore the likely overall effect is mixed but uncertain.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
Retaining areas of undeveloped land with views to the sea should have a significant
positive impact on this objective, as the seascape comprises an important part of the
character of large areas of the District.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 44: The Undeveloped Coast in East Devon
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

++

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

+

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

0

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

Retaining areas of undeveloped land with views to the sea should have a significant
positive impact on this objective, as the seascape comprises an important part of the
character of large areas of the District, and restricting development will help to preserve
local amenity.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

+?

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

Restricting development in particular greenfield locations should have a positive impact on
soil quality.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Development in close proximity of the coastline may be particularly vulnerable to coastal
flooding; therefore preventing development in certain coastal locations should have a
positive impact in terms of reducing the value of economic assets which are under threat
from such flooding, if it were to occur. However, the risk of flooding actually occurring is
not expected to be affected by this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 44: The Undeveloped Coast in East Devon
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+/-

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

-?

The strategy may have both positive and negative effects on the tourism industry, which
is a significant employer within East Devon. The protection of the undeveloped coastline
will conserve one of the most attractive assets on which tourism in the area is based;
however the prevention of development may affect the tourism industry if this restricts
the provision of assets such as accommodation.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Depending on the size and location of the areas that are required to remain undeveloped,
it is possible that this may restrict economic growth and opportunities for attracting
investment.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 45: Coastal Erosion

1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services
3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+/-

0

This strategy is likely to have mixed effects on housing. Although the strategy states that
natural processes will be allowed to continue ‘unless the safety and wellbeing of any
coastal community would be undermined’, which implies that housing will be protected
(e.g. by installing coastal defences), it is not clear whether this would extend to the
protection of individual properties, i.e. what extent of assets need to be at risk before
they are classed as a coastal community. However, the effects are only likely to be minor
due to the small proportion of the District’s homes that could be affected either way.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 45: Coastal Erosion
4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

+/-

This strategy is likely to have mixed effects on built and historic assets. Although the
strategy states that natural processes will be allowed to continue ‘unless the safety and
wellbeing of any coastal community would be undermined’, which implies that built assets
(which may include listed buildings or other historic assets) will be protected (e.g. by
installing coastal defences), it is not clear whether this would extend to the protection of
individual buildings/assets, i.e. what extent of assets need to be at risk before they are
classed as a ‘coastal community’. However, the effects are only likely to be minor due to
the small proportion of the District’s built and historic assets that could be affected either
way.

+/-?

The coastline is a significant part of East Devon’s landscape and the loss of land by
‘allowing natural processes’ may in places have a negative impact on this objective.
However, the extent of any such impact will be dependent on the quality and size of any
area of land lost, e.g. if it was good quality agricultural land. Wherever the coastline is
protected, e.g. through coastal defences, positive impacts on the wise use of land are
likely to result; however defences could also contribute to detrimental effects on the local
landscape if they are unsightly in their appearance and do not fit in with their
surroundings. As such, the overall effects are mixed and uncertain.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 45: Coastal Erosion

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

+/-?

The coastal landscape is a significant part of East Devon’s distinctive character, and it
may be adversely affected by coastal defence installations if they are unsympathetic in
their appearance. However, in places where natural processes are allowed to continue,
the loss of parts of the coastline may have an equally negative impact on the character of
the local environment. As such, mixed effects are likely overall but are uncertain due to a
lack of information about exactly where each strategy will be pursued.

+/-?

If coastal retreat is allowed in areas where biodiversity interests may be harmed by
habitats being inundated with seawater, it is possible that negative impacts on this
objective will result. However, where coastal defences are put in place, even if their
primary purpose is to protect coastal communities, the opposite effect may result. As
such, the likely effects are mixed.

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

0

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

+/-

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The effects of the strategy on this objective are likely to be mixed as, although providing
coastal defences in some areas will reduce the risk of coastal flooding in those locations, it
is implied that managed retreat will be allowed in other places, which will result in
inundation which may potentially affect houses and other assets. As such, the likely
effects are mixed.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 45: Coastal Erosion
17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal
18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

+/-?

If this strategy increases the level of coastal defences in place in coastal towns such as
Seaton and Sidmouth, positive impacts on this objective would be likely. However, this is
uncertain due to a lack of information about where defences would be provided and
whether they are even required in those particular areas. In contrast, if defences are not
provided in and around these towns where needed, and a policy of managed retreat is
pursued, negative effects would result. This is possible as the strategy states that
defences to protect coastal communities would be permitted only ‘provided that the
implications of this for the Jurassic Coast have been fully considered.’

+/-?

Appropriate coastal management may have a positive impact on this objective by
ensuring the security of assets, including economic assets such as employment land. This
may increase the confidence of potential investors in such locations. However, the effects
are uncertain as it will depend on the Council determining which assets are considered
worth protecting in this way. In contrast, if defences are not provided and a policy of
managed retreat is pursued in locations where investment may have otherwise occurred,
the opposite negative effects would result.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 46: Landscape Conservation and Enhancement and AONBs
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 46: Landscape Conservation and Enhancement and AONBs
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets
9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

+

++

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy should have a positive effect on the quality of the built environment, as it
requires development to fit appropriately into its surroundings. The strategy makes
particular reference to the historic landscape of East Devon, requiring new development
to conserve and enhance its quality and distinctiveness.
The overriding purpose of the strategy is to conserve and enhance the quality of the
landscape in East Devon, in particular the East Devon AONB, and requires new
development to be sympathetic to its surroundings; therefore it is expected to result in
significant positive effects on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 46: Landscape Conservation and Enhancement and AONBs
10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

++

The strategy requires development to be sympathetic to its surroundings and to be in
keeping with the character of the natural and historic landscape; therefore it is expected
to result in significant positive effects on this objective.

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

+?

The strategy may have an indirect positive effect on this objective as biodiversity benefits
are also likely result from landscape enhancements.

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

+?

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

-

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

The strategy may have an indirect positive effect on this objective as benefits to the
natural environment (including these particular assets) may also result from landscape
enhancements.
The strategy could have an adverse effect on this objective if the conservation of the
landscape were to restrict renewable energy developments.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
0

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 46: Landscape Conservation and Enhancement and AONBs
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

-

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

It is possible that the stringent requirements that the strategy places on development in
terms of its design and character may deter developers from investing in East Devon,
resulting in a negative impact on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 47: Nature Conservation and Geology
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

0

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 47: Nature Conservation and Geology
7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

+

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

0

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

++

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

+

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

0

The strategy is likely to have an indirect positive effect on this objective as the
enhancement of the natural environment should increase people’s opportunities and
enthusiasm for accessing nature in their leisure time.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is likely to have an indirect positive effect on this objective as the
enhancement of the natural environment should have a positive impact on the local
landscape.

The enhancement of the natural environment through biodiversity conservation and
habitat creation is likely to have a positive effect on this objective, as levels of local
amenity and the character of the rural local environment should be maintained.
The focus of the strategy is on ensuring the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity
in the District, requiring all new development to mitigate any potential adverse effects
and to provide contributions towards habitat creation; therefore significant positive effects
on this objective are expected.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is likely to have an indirect positive effect on this objective as the
enhancement of the natural environment will have a positive impact on the wider natural
environment, including air, soil and water quality.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
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15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

+?

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

The strategy could have an indirect positive effect on this objective as habitat creation
could the flood risk by creating permeable surfaces.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

-/+

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

It is possible that the requirement for developers to contribute towards habitat creation
may deter them from investing in development in East Devon; however the potential for
this effect is minimal as other authorities are likely to impose similar requirements. In
addition, improving the quality of the environment may increase the attractiveness of the
local area, making it more desirable as a place in which to live and work. As such, the
likely effects are mixed overall.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 48: Local Distinctiveness in the Built Environment
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
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2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

0

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

0

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

++

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

++

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Ensuring that a high standard of design is employed in new developments should raise
the overall quality of the built environment across East Devon, having a significant
positive impact on this objective.
The primary purpose of the strategy is to conserve and enhance the character of East
Devon’s landscape by ensuring that development is appropriately designed and in keeping
with the surroundings; therefore significant positive impacts on this objective are
expected.
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10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

++

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

+

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

The character and quality of the local environment is likely to be significantly positively
affected by the requirements for new developments to be designed and constructed
appropriately for the surrounding area.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

+?

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The use of local materials in developments is likely to have a minor positive impact on
reducing greenhouse gas emissions as there will be less need for materials to be
transported over long distances by lorry.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The emphasis that this strategy places on the use of local materials in construction may
have a minor positive impact by boosting demand for local materials and therefore
increasing employment opportunities in industries such as minerals. It may also result in
an increase in demand for traditional skills and crafts.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 48: Local Distinctiveness in the Built Environment
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 49: The Built Heritage and Building Conservation
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home

-?

2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+

4: To improve the population’s
health

0

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

The emphasis placed on conserving the physical heritage of the District may result in a
negative effect on this objective as it may become more difficult for developers to get
development proposals, particularly for larger-scale housing developments, approved in
certain locations.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The historic built environment can be a valuable educational resource, and maintaining
the quality of local assets may therefore have a minor positive effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 49: The Built Heritage and Building Conservation
6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

++

The overarching aim of the strategy is to conserve and enhance the cultural heritage of
the District, meaning that good quality built cultural assets should be available for local
people and visitors to visit and appreciate.

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

++

The strategy aims to conserve and enhance the physical and cultural heritage of the
District and specifically mentions the need to value local historic assets. As such,
significant positive impacts on this objective are considered likely.

9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
0

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

++

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon

0

12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths

0

13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

0

Conserving and enhancing local historic and cultural built assets will have a positive
impact in maintaining the quality and character of the local environment.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
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14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases

-?

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

0

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

-?

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

0

19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

0

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

0

It is possible that the emphasis placed by this strategy on the conservation of the
appearance and character of the built environment in the District will make proposals for
renewable energy installations more difficult to carry forward in certain locations. This
would have an adverse impact in terms of limiting reductions in greenhouse gas
emissions.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.
It is possible that the emphasis placed by this strategy on the conservation of the
appearance and character of the built environment in the District will make proposals for
renewable energy installations more difficult to carry forward in certain locations.
The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 50: Infrastructure Delivery

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 50: Infrastructure Delivery
1: To ensure everybody has the
opportunity to live in a decent
home
2: To ensure that all groups of
the population have access to
community services

0

+?

3: To provide for education,
skills and lifelong learning to
meet the needs of the local
population and meet local
employment needs

+?

4: To improve the population’s
health

+?

5: To reduce crime and fear of
crime

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have a direct effect on this objective.

It is unclear from the strategy whether the required contributions to infrastructure to
support new development will include community services. A positive impact is expected
if this were to be the case, but is currently uncertain.
It is unclear from the strategy whether the required contributions to infrastructure to
support new development will include education facilities such as schools. A positive
impact is expected if this were to be the case, but is currently uncertain.

It is unclear from the strategy whether the required contributions to infrastructure to
support new development will include healthcare facilities. A positive impact is expected if
this were to be the case, but is currently uncertain.
The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

6: To reduce noise levels and
minimise exposure of people to
unacceptable levels of noise
pollution

-?

The requirement for developer contributions to be made for infrastructure to support new
developments may lead to an increase in the overall level of development occurring in the
District, and therefore in any associated noise disturbance. However, this potential effect
is uncertain as it is dependent on factors such as the type and location of any works to be
undertaken and on whether this strategy would actually increase the level of development
or whether it simply provides a funding source for development that would otherwise
occur regardless of where the funding came from.

7: To maintain and improve
cultural, social and leisure
provision

+?

Where developers are required to make contributions towards assets that will improve
leisure provision (e.g. green infrastructure), positive effects on this objective are likely to
result.

8: To maintain and enhance
built and historic assets

0

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
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9: To promote the conservation
and wise use of land and
protect and enhance the
landscape character of East
Devon

10: To maintain the local
amenity, quality and character
of the local environment

11: To conserve and enhance
the biodiversity of East Devon
12: To promote and encourage
non-car based modes of
transport and reduce journey
lengths
13: To maintain and enhance
the environment in terms of air,
soil and water quality

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.
0

-?

The requirement for developer contributions to be made for infrastructure to support new
developments may lead to an increase in the overall level of development occurring in the
District, and therefore in any associated noise disturbance which affects local amenity.
However, this potential effect is uncertain as it is dependent on factors such as the type
and location of any works to be undertaken and on whether this strategy would actually
increase the level of development or whether it simply provides a funding source for
development that would otherwise occur regardless of where the funding came from.

+?

If the strategy results in the provision of green infrastructure (which is not specified),
positive effects on this objective are likely as it may provide habitat connectivity as well
as new areas of habitat.

+/-?

It is unclear from the strategy whether the infrastructure to be provided will include
sustainable transport links. A positive impact is expected if this were to be the case, but if
the strategy would result in improvements to the road network an increase in vehicle
traffic may result. As such, the potential effects are mixed but are currently uncertain.

-?

The requirement for developer contributions to be made for infrastructure to support new
developments may lead to an increase in the overall level of development occurring in the
District, and therefore increasing the likelihood of adverse impacts on soil, water and air
quality. However, this potential effect is uncertain as it is dependent on factors such as
the type and location of any works to be undertaken and on whether this strategy would
actually increase the level of development or whether it simply provides a funding source
for development that would otherwise occur regardless of where the funding came from.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 50: Infrastructure Delivery
14: To contribute towards a
reduction in local emissions of
greenhouse gases
+/-?

The requirement for developer contributions to be made for infrastructure to support new
developments may lead to an increase in the overall level of development occurring in the
District, and therefore in the associated greenhouse gas emissions. However, this
potential effect is uncertain as it is dependent on factors such as the type and location of
any works to be undertaken and on whether this strategy would actually increase the
level of development or whether it simply provides a funding source for development that
would otherwise occur regardless of where the funding came from. In addition, the
requirement to provide funding for infrastructure may lead to an improved public
transport service, helping to reduce greenhouse gas emissions’ however it could also
result in improvements to the road network which could have the opposite effect. The
potential effects are therefore mixed but are currently uncertain.

-?

The requirement for developer contributions to be made for infrastructure to support new
developments may lead to an increase in the overall level of development occurring in the
District, and therefore an increase in the area of impermeable land, having an adverse
impact on the flood risk. However, this potential effect is uncertain as it is dependent on
factors such as the type and location of any works to be undertaken and on whether this
strategy would actually increase the level of development or whether it simply provides a
funding source for development that would otherwise occur regardless of where the
funding came from.

15: To ensure that there is no
increase in the risk of flooding

16: To ensure energy
consumption is as efficient as
possible

0

17: To promote wise use of
waste resources whilst reducing
waste production and disposal

0

18: To maintain sustainable
growth of employment for East
Devon, to match levels of jobs
with the economically active
workforce

+?

The strategy is not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The strategy not considered likely to have an effect on this objective.

The requirement for developer contributions to be made for infrastructure to support
developments may have a positive effect on local employment, if job opportunities are
created e.g. in the construction of new infrastructure. However, this potential effect is
uncertain as it is not yet known to what extent this requirement may indirectly lead to job
creation, and whether such positions would be filled by local people or outside
contractors.

Local Plan Proposed Submission Draft Local Plan – Strategy 50: Infrastructure Delivery
19: To maintain and enhance
the vitality and viability of the
Towns of East Devon

20: To encourage and
accommodate both indigenous
and inward investment

+?

The requirement for developers to make a contribution towards the provision of new
infrastructure may have a positive impact on this objective where development occurs in
the market towns of the District as the provision of new infrastructure such as community
services and facilities should enhance their vitality and viability. However, there is some
uncertainty attached to this potential effect as it is not clear from the strategy exactly
what type of infrastructure would be provided, or where this would be.

-?

It is possible that the requirements for developer contributions to provide new
infrastructure may deter some investors from undertaking developments within East
Devon District; however the potential for this is considered to be minimal as it is likely
that similar requirements would be placed on developers by other authorities. The CIL
charging schedule is yet to be produced, and the charges may be lower than in
neighbouring authorities which would mean the negative effect is unlikely; therefore there
is currently uncertainty attached to this score.

