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passed away recently. His steady hand on the CouRtihning Committee over the years provided insight to the complex issues involved in
crafting our HousindPoliciese

Foreword

The Sid Valley area, with a total population of 15,500, with its amazing coast and outstanding landscape, requitasngdihnd managed
development. The designated Sid Valley Neighbourhood Plan area includes Sidmouth, Sidbury, Sidford and Salcombe Regis.
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A consistent and strong message echoed through our consultations,
was that development ithe Sid Valley, whether rural or urban, must
take account of its highly prized natural and built environment and
its cultural and community assets for the benefit of future
generations and visitors.
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VISION

The vision for the Sid Valley captures the astjpns of the community
and provides a cohering framework for our Neighbourhood Plan.

Our vision is of a Sid Valley that maintains and promotes its rural and
coastal beauty and welcoming community and advances its appeal
to young and old through providing diverse economy to support a
high quality of life, work and visitor experience.

This vision conserves and enhances our picturesque location on
the Jurassic Coast. It nurtures and promotes the ambience of our
community to which both residents and visits connect.

To realise our vision, our Neighbourhood Plan encourages
changes which benefit our community; children and young people
and families and older people and the economy.
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Appropriate developments should complement and protect our
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i'a,;”;:“ natural environment whilst improving the existing built
iﬁ'?&{'ﬁ environment in our town and villages in both scale and character.
"A"’j’,‘n‘a’ Key Development should reinvigorate the Eastern End of Sidmouth,
[ Sidmouth Parish .
m.f? e - known as Port Royal, to become a culturally vibrant centre for the
Qg{ . i community and visitorsincorporating facilities with links to the sea.
?J,{ ] N Parish Adopted January 2018
Y = 1:30,000 | |
- oo ight and rights 2017 Ordnance Survey 100023745 Map 1- Sid Valley Neighbourhood Plan Area

Crown(Copyright and-database Irights 2019 Ordnance-Survey 100023746
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THE.CONTEXTFOR: OUR VISION

The Sid Valley is comprised of four distinct but connected areas;
the seaside resort of Sidmouth and the rural villages of Salcombe
Regis, Sidford and Sidbury.

The area has a wealth of Ggan, Victorian and Edwardian
architecture which in Sidmouth, contributes to a higatus
townscape of nationasignificance. The town has a wide range of
retail businesses and offers high quality yeaund

accommodation of differentypes.

The area is renowned for its outstanding natural environment and
the quality of life for those who livlere orvisit. It has a strong tourisn
sector which has the potential to grow and diversify.

To meet the needs of our community the Sid Valley requires
carefully balanced development providing suitable and affordable
housing for residents both young and old. Our vision through the
Neighbourhood Plan promotes quality employment opportunities,
revitalises tourism and connects people with what the Sid Valley
has to offer.

Achieving our Vision

Our goal is to promote a more balanced communitydspecting

the interconnections between the (SVNP) themes. People who live
in the Sid Valley have a strong sense of the Sid Vadl@ywhole.

Our plan supports a joinedzLJ | LILINE -XORQ (122 tWdzii A

sustain the Sid Valley as a unique and beautifate for all.

1 Buildings for lifewww.builtforlifehomes.org/

The Sidvalley Development Principles Policy (Policy 1) provide
overarching policy that will guide any regeneration, or new
development in the SVNP area. The AONB is a defining
characteristic, and so any growth must be managed sensitivel
Careful consideration will be needed if development is conside
within the AONB or to the edges of the Sidmouth/Sidford Built
Area in particularThe Sid Valley Place Analy$fppendix 1) will
guide developers as to the form and character that will be

I OOS LI ot Ss S@PSYy Ay WAYFALLC
explain in more detail the plan requirements. Where developmr
takes place outside of the settlement boundary, the developm
will be expected to pay regard to the characteristics of the adja
built up area.

The SVNP expects any housingaedepment to achieve 12 Green
in Building for Life 12 as well as adopt Manual for Streets
highway standards that aleommensurate with the character
areas as set out in the Place Analysis. Any mixed use ordeaige
redevelopment, such aBort Royal (Eastern Town), will expect :
master planning and community engagement exercise, such it
significance of any change of this scale to the SVNP area.

The SVNP aims to balance economic growth (jobs and reasor
visit) and the housing needs of the local commumitth the
protection and enhancement of its town, villages and open sps
Our policies provide local, specific detail to implement the

provisions of the East Devon Local Plan

2 Manual forSreets
°EDDC local plan



http://www.builtforlifehomes.org/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/.../pdfmanforstreets.pdf
http://eastdevon.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/local-plan-2013-2031/
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Our policies are informed bywide range of community views Character Areas in Sidmouth

gathered through extensive public consultationdiausing needs Bickwell Valley

survey(Appendix 2) anq a cpnsultative strategic Place ,f\nvalysi,s. Elysian Fields o o o
hdzNJ O2yadzt Gl uA2ya AYyOtdzZRSR 062 HWSdgRARSYuUuaQ adaNWwseaz U0KS asozy
which was sent to over 7000 hseholds and generated an Town Centre & Esphade

impressive 25% response rate with 1863 questionnaires being Sidford Road & The Byes

returned, representing the largest ever survey of local opinion in Sidford

the Sid Valley. Woolbrook

The Sid VaIIey Place AnalySiS forms an integral part of the SVNP andFor description of these areas, p|ease see the Place Ana|ysis
provides an irdepth understanding of the nineharacter areas

that define the Sid Valley, and provides structural and design -
recommendations which are referenced in the SVNP policies. ‘

Map 2- Character Areas
© Crown Copyright and:database rights12019 Ordnance-Survey’ 100023746
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LOCALISM AND COMMUNITIES

Neighbourhood planning for communities was introduced
through the Localism Act 2011. Communities can shape
dewvelopment in their areas through the production of a
Neighbourhood Plan which will become part of the statutory
RSOSt2LIYSyd LIXFyo ¢KS {+bt
approach to planning, which aims to give local communities m

SIDBURY ' [ say about what goes on their area. The policies contained

Y i , ' within them are then used in the determination of planning
- ;‘“ o 3 applications. Neighbourhood Plan policies must be consistent
: $-17 s{ 'rf with the strategic policies set out in the East Devon Local Plan

which was adopted in 2016. Whate can do is to shape where

il
- that development will go and what it will look like.
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Neighbourhood Plans are developed through community
consultation and must be based on evidence.

SALCOMBREGIS

P——

Through the SVNP we are supporting the delivery of positive
places fopeople to live and work through informing future
development that is acceptable, appropriate and meets the
needs and aspirations of the people of the Sid Valley.

© Crown Copyright and-database Irights: 2019 Ordnance-Survey 100023746
Map 3- Sidbury and Salcombe Regis
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INTRODUCTION TO THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN PROCESS

A Task and Finish Forum during 2015/16 established the need for
a Neighbourhood PlarGiven theplanned development contained

in the Local Plan and the opportunity to create a robust and
evidenced community voice, Sidmouth Town Council voted to
undertake a neighbourhood plan.

East Devon District Council (EDDC) approved the designation of
The Sid V#dy as a Neighbourhood Area on 1st April 2016. This
Neighbourhood Area coincides with the Sid Valley Parish boundary.
Sidmouth Town Council is the qualifying body responsible for the
plan.

The development of the SVNP was led by the SVNP Steering Group
made up of volunteer members of the community and Sidmouth
Town Councillors including thken Chairman ClIr. lan Mackenzie
Edwards, Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee CllIr. Michael
Earthy and Cllr. Louise Cole. The Steering Gehgired by Deirdre
Hounsom and Vice Chair ClIr. Louise Cole was delegated
responsibility for the development of the Sid Valley

Neighbourhood Plan guided by Terms of Reference agreed by
Sidmouth Town Council. The first meeting of the Steering Group
was held on 21st March 2016.

The SVNP Steering Group adopted the follov8tajement of
Transparencyo guide its work:

G¢KS {AR zFffS@& bSAIKO2dzNK22R
associated with any group or campaign concerning any issue that

affectsthe Sid Valley. Our neutrality is governed by our objective to
make a Neighbourhood Plan which is evidence based through
robust public consultation; which is responsive to the complexity
that planning presents and is constructive in developing statutory

iy Ff dzSyOS F2NJ GKS {AR =l ftfSe 0O2YYdzy
The Steering Group published meeting agendas, minutes,

consultation questionnaires and analysis reports both on o
{ARY2dz0K ¢2¢y [/ 2dzyOAft Qa @gSo0aAusS Iy

support engagement and transparency aifch step of the journey
to prepare this neighbourhood plan. Throughout 2016, 2017 and
2018 Steering Group meetings, open to the public, were held at
Sidmouth Town Council offices.

Methodology

The SVNP was developed through extensive consultation with the
people of the Sid Valley and other stakeholders with an interest in
the Neighbourhood Area.

A key principle of the Steering Group approach was to ensure
involvement from as wide a range of the community as possible.
Particular emphasis was placed on egigg children and young
people to have their say. This was achieved through the
SaldloftAaKYSyld 2F | /| KAf RNBY
K2 ¢2N] SR 6A0GK dza (G2 RSaiAdy
Questionnaire. A competition was held with local salsao
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The SVNP Steering Group ran a series of public consultations
since the start of the process that included;

w

w

First Household QuestionnaiceJune & July 2016 (1100
responses)

Business & Special Interest Groups SuyBgptember &
October 2016 (104 organisational responses)

| KAt RNBY | YR | 2-2¢cBmber@@6J08M &
responses)

Wi I @S | candeNdtign lev@r@ at Kennaway House
January 2017

Second Household Questionnaire Consultation May &
June 2017 (1863 responses)

Reports for all consultations were published on the Sidmouth
Parish and SVNP websites and publicised in the local presseand a
set out fully in the Consultation Statement.

4 https://sidvalleyneighbourhoodplan.cormhttp//www.sidmouth.gov.uk

The Steering Group established an audit trail using project
software to share and record all information gathered throughout
the process. It also commissioned a Housing Needs Study to fully
understandthe housing needs and pressures in the plan area. It
also produced the Place Analysis to fully understand the character
of the different parts of the settlements that form the plan area.
DusaddeSspring of 2018 it published a Febmission
Consultationversion of the Plan and consulted a range of statutory
and nonstatutory consultees as well as the residents and
businesses in the area. The responses received have been used to
guide this Submission Version of the SVNP. It also references the
Sustrans 201 Cycle Network StudySidmouth Parish and East
Devon, which coincided with the preparation of this plan.



https://sidvalleyneighbourhoodplan.com/
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STRUCTURE OF THE SID VALLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Informed by the first Household Survey, there are seven key
themes; Built Environment, Naturghvironment, Housing,
Transport (Access and Connectivity), Economic Resilience,
Community and Culture and Eastern Town/Port Royal. Each
themed section provides objectives, policies and justification.
Community Actions add additional goals essential todakvery

of the Neighbourhood Plan, but which cannot be a development
plan policy. These provide a framework for collaborative action
and implementation for Sidmouth Town Council, other statutory
agencies and the community.

With the nine Character Areas defined in the Place Analysis, the
characteristics of each area are well understood and evidenced.
Seven interconnected themes divide the plan into policy sections.
Each chapter introduces the theme, its aims and how policies are
supported by evidence dm the community consultations, the

Place Analysis, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and
the East Devon Local Plan (EDLP).

Throughout our consultations, residents expressed views on a
range of topics from which we derived Community Actions feach
of our policy theme areas. The Steering Groogve established a
process,n association with Sidmouth Town Coundibr
community and speciainterest groupsto come forwardto

take ownership of these actions for implementation. Community
Actions are listedn a separate linked document to avoid any
confusion with Plan policies

Sid Valley Neighbourhood Plan:
The Key Themes

Natural Environment 2 Built Environment
stine and A * Sustainable Development

8l * Historic streets and heritage
buildings:
4l + Buit-up area boundaries
3| *Public places and townscape
assets
* Design and local
distinctiveness

Housing
Housing

* Local housing needs
* Affordable housing
* Windfall development |
* Residential conversions ||
* Infrastructure (utilties)
* Waste recycling
* Second homes

Eastern Town/PortRoyal ||

Regeneration i

+ Culurally Vibrant/Accessble |

il - CommunitynVisitor Focused |
| - Ccentre for Sea-Based
+ Celebration of Fis!

* Health and well-being
{ * Balanced community
* Culture and entertainment

Heritage * Leisure faciities and

+ Harmonious Architecture | mividick fr)

* Safe town and crime
evention
people
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SID VALLEY NEIGHBOURH®DAN POLICIES

Policy 1 supports the requirements of the EDDC Local Plan Strategy 26 (Development of Sidmouth) by providing the gujpdésgtipain

gAftf SyadaNB (GKS {AR I ffSeqQa O2ydNROdzi A 2 yandogmniuhNt fachities) iffAastryctirg, K2 Y Sa
the environment and allocated sites. The SVNP brings environmental concerns to the forefront, to ensure that our qualitgnenvis

protected and maintained to meet community and visitor expectations.

POLICY 1 SID VALLEY DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES

Planning applications which accord with the policies in the SVNP will be supported, unless material considerations dittateise.
Development proposals should seek to avoid adverse impact on the enviromtalequality of the parish and where possible provide
increased protection and enhancement. Any potential impact of the settings of the Bujit AreaBoundary(BUAB) in the East Devon AONB
and the Jurassic Coastline should be specifically addressed bygsaip where relevant. All development will be expected to protect or
enhance the environmental quality of the Sid Valley and the setting of the BUilt AreaBoundary(BUAB) in the East Devon AONB and the
Jurassic Coastline (see maps next page).

Sidmouth Town Council will take a positive approach to its consideration of development in its role as a consultee to ensure thak it w
balance housing, employment, retail, community, access and leisure development to ensure that the Sid Valley remains atietteand
vibrant place for those that visit or live here. The Town Council and the Local Planning Authority will seek to work witicapis and other
stakeholders to encourage the formulation of development proposals that can be approved.
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