Representor No. 3525 - Alan Morgan

East Devon Local Plan – Latest Draft

Comments from: Mr David Morgan
Address: 2 Churston Rise, SEATON, Devon, EX12 2JE

You quote: “Strategy 25 - Development at Seaton (formerly DS20):

1. New Homes - Encourage development of an additional 150 homes on sites within and
adjoining the town (with a small, 25 home allowance, made for future windfall completions).”
My comments: I do not support the proposal for up to 150 homes within the town of Seaton.
This is clearly an excessive amount which will put existing undeveloped sites both within and
outside the Built Up Area Boundary under pressure from development. I would consider a figure
of 100 homes to be more deliverable, a significant proportion of which, I hope, would be
affordable housing that can be made available at prices that are identified to be “affordable” in
relation to district-based house prices rather than the national average figure.
I am completely opposed to any proposal to modify or reduce the existing Built Up Area
Boundary which will permit residential development adjoining the town. A significant
proportion of Seaton’s residents, together with Seaton Town Council, are opposed to changing
the existing Built Up Area Boundary. This proposal by East Devon District Council clearly
undermines the democratic process of listening to and acting upon the wishes of the residents of
Seaton, and will ultimately undermine the validity of the Local Plan if it is approved, based on
actions that go against the democratic wishes of the community. Therefore the above statement
needs to be re-written to read as:
1. New Homes - Encourage development of an additional 150 100 homes on sites within and
adjoining the town (with a small, 25 20 home allowance, made for future windfall completions).

You quote: “4. Social and Community Facilities and sport and recreation provision –
Improvements to community and recreational facilities, particularly for young people, will be
required to match new homes commitments and to redress the existing shortage of playing field
space. Public and non-car transport links will be improved within and to and from the town,
especially where supportive of sustainable tourism. Schools, health and other service providers
will be supported to meet their accommodation needs.”

My comments: This statement makes no direct reference to the amenity value of existing
recreational facilities, whether formal sports areas or informal recreational areas such as green or
built open spaces, that encourage a variety of informal and non-specified uses. New homes
commitments must not only consider the need to redress the existing shortage of playing field
space, but also other informal open spaces, some of which have recently been lost to residential
development due to a lack of commitment by East Devon District Council to safeguard them.

You quote: “In addition two smaller sites are allocated in the development management policies
of the plan for residential development (50 new homes). It is though recognised that it may be
difficult to deliver the various uses needed for the town, there are a high level of archaeological
remains and infrastructure constraints around the town. A ‘reserve’ site is therefore indicated on
the Proposals Map for land north of the Harepath Road/Fosseway site. This site remains outside
of the Built-up Area Boundary and will only be released for mixed use development if
monitoring and future projections indicate that there is likely to be a shortage of deliverable
employment and/or housing and/or recreation land in the plan period.”
My comments: This statement needs to be re-written to include reference to environmental
benefits, wildlife habitation and unspoilt topography.
In addition two smaller sites are allocated in the development management policies of the plan
for residential development (50 new homes). It is though recognised that it may be difficult to
deliver the various uses needed for the town, there are a high level of archaeological remains and
infrastructure constraints around the town, together with areas offering unspoilt environmental
benefits, wildlife habitation and unspoilt topography. A ‘reserve’ site is therefore indicated on
the Proposals Map for land north of the Harepath Road/Fosseway site. This site remains outside
of the Built-up Area Boundary and will only be released for mixed use development if
monitoring and future projections indicate that there is likely to be a shortage of deliverable
employment and/or housing and/or recreation land in the plan period.
I completely oppose the suggestion that this ‘reserve’ site should be made available for
residential development. This site is outside the existing Built Up Area Boundary and conflicts
with the recent feedback from members of the public in relation to the Local Plan, which was
staged by Seaton Town Council. The Built Up Area Boundary should not be changed to allow
further sites to be developed.
I do, however, support the provision of additional recreational open space to meet the immediate
and future needs of Seaton Football Club and potentially other formal sports.

You quote: “H1 - Residential Land Allocation (formerly H2):
In accordance with strategic policy of the plan and in addition to strategic allocations the
following smaller scale employment housing sites are allocated in the towns of East Devon as
shown on the Proposals Map:
Seaton: Land North of Rowan Drive – 30 homes.
Land west of Barnards Hill Lane - 20 Homes.”

My comments: I oppose the suggestion under Policy H1 that these two sites which lie outside of
the existing Built Up Area Boundary will be considered for residential development. The current
housing allocation for Seaton on the Regeneration area in Harbour Road, together with the
adjacent former Racal site, provide more than sufficient opportunity to meet the housing needs
for Seaton until 2026, and also further benefit from being adjacent to the immediate activity hub
of the town.
Developing these two sites will contribute to an erosion of the unspoilt natural countryside that
lies immediately outside of the Built Up Area Boundary which are both areas that are valued for
their stunning topography.
Moreover, in addition to the proposed housing allocation for the Regeneration area in Harbour
Road and on the former Racal site, any consideration to develop these two sites in Rowan Drive
and Barnards Hill Lane will place further unwarranted pressure on our existing infrastructure
such as school places and medical and health facilities.

Representor No. 3526 - Mrs M R Long

Representor No. 3526 - R H Long

Representor No. 3527 - J Dorman

Rep No. 3528 - Derek Ballard

Subject:

Honiton developments

I write to object to proposals for 300 dwellings on Heathfield estate, south of Old Elm Road, Honiton.
Access would be difficult. Honeysuckle Drive is unsuitable. Conjestion at the Tesco roundabout.
There are alternative sites eg. opposite Tesco's, Ottery Moor Lane, Cranbrook.
There is no local need for additional housing.
This site is in an AONB.
Regards, Derek
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Representor No. 3529 - Oliver Welsford

Representor No. 3530 - R French

Representor No. 3531 - Andrew Mycroft

4 Sycamore Close
Honiton
Devon
EX14 2XP
04/06/2012
The Planning Policy Section
East Devon District Council
Knowle
Sidmouth
EX10 8HL
Dear Sirs
Emerging East Devon Local Plan
We have received your incitation to comment on the inset maps and would like to express our concerns regarding the
proposed changes to the Draft East Devon Local Plan. We are horrified at these proposals.
o We were unaware of the planning meeting on the 20/03/2012 in Sidmouth. We understand that no local
councillors were present at this event.
o We consider that there is other land available for development.
o Such development would cause dangerous increase in traffic levels.
Old Elm Road already has high traffic levels exacerbated by parking and by the important post box.
Honeysuckle Drive is not adequate for increase demand.
The Tesco roundabout already suffers severe traffic problems at peak times.
There appears to be no provision of increased infrastructure to meet the needs of some 600 hundred extra
people.
o These are areas of outstanding natural beauty and development would simply permit Honiton to become an
enormous urban sprawl.
o It would seem that local demand will be met by the new town to be built at Cranbrook.
We would ask that thorough consideration will be given to these concerns during consultation.
If you wish to ask us any further questions on this matter please do not hesitate to contact us.
Yours faithfully
Andrew & June Mycroft
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Representor No. 3532 - Philip Hurford

Representor No. 3534 - Mrs E J Warren

Representor No. 3535 - R & M Day

Representor No. 3536 - Julie Stedham

Subject:

Objection to the Inclusion of 5 Hecture Industrial Estate between Sidbury and Sidford

Dear East Devon Council
I would like to comment to the proposals for the inclusion of a 5 hectare industrial estate between Sidbury
and Sidford.
As a parent who has to undertake the daily battle against traffic to walk my 8 year old twins from Burnt
Oak to the school bus stop at the bottom of Hillside (less than a 5 minute walk which can be quite scary
!!), I stongly oppose this this planning you are rediculously wanting to put forward. Please also note that
my children attend the village school in Sidbury. They are given free school transport only because it is
too dangerous for us to actually walk the 10 minute route ! I find it absolutely absurd that the council
now want to increase the volume of lorries etc when the road is already dangerous for our children.
Has no one considered that this road is already unsafe with the amount of lorries and volume of vans and
cars that pass through along the A375, without adding more?? Has nobody noticed that THERE
IS NO PAVEMENT THROUGH THE VILLAGE so residents can safely walk without having vehicles coming
into close proximity whilst you try your best to get your children to school safely??!! And you want to
make things worse !
My objections are strong as I can see a child or indeed an elderly person being injured even with things
are they currently are.
Unless the council is willing to invest money in making the road from The Hare and Hounds public house,
along towards Southleigh to join onto the A3052 into a bypass, then I feel you really need to come and
see for yourself how things are in the village. I invite you, or a few people from the council to come and
join me at 8.40am on a school morning and witness things now and then you can take into account
whether your idea is suitable.......and indeed safe !!!!!
I look forward to your reply, and indeed hope you take me up on my invitation to walk with me and my
children to the bus stop on morning.
Yours sincerely
Julie Stedham
Oak Cottage
Burnt Oak
Sidbury
EX10 0RE
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Representor No. 3537 - Mr G D Gough
Emerging East Devon Local Plan.

I am writing in support of the Gittisham Parish Council’s concern regarding the above and oppose the
proposed 100 dwellings at Heathfield Manor.
No concern has been given for us, the residents of Gittisham Vale. For example, in our cul de sac of
11 houses and bungalows 5 of us have serious health problems and value our present peace and quiet,
freedom from stress. Increase in traffic, noise, population movement on Honeysuckle Drive would
take this away from us as the road is inadequate for heavier road traffic.
Old Elm Road would have to become a through Road into Hayne Lane which, with its railway bridge
and drainage stream is totally inadequate for any volume of traffic. Again there would be more
traffic, noise , disturbance contrary to the residents wishes.
Demand for additional resources for medical, educational, water, sewage disposal etc will have to be
met with adverse effect on the current situation.
Surely the creation of the new town at Cranbrook only ten miles away will meet any envisaged local
demand for housing, without impacting on this area. This contradicts the requirements in An area
of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. There are other sites within Honiton to be considered for
development.
I understand no local councillors were present at the planning meeting on March 20th. at Sidmouth. Mr.
Eric Pickles, on behalf of the Government is pressing for more “Local” involvement in planning
decisions etc. Your action appears to be the opposite of encouraging local democracy. In the
Vale we recently voted to stay in Gittisham Parich Council rather than join up with Honiton , a
strong indication of how we feel about and cherish Gittisham Vale as it is.

Yours faithfully,

The Planning Policy Section,
East Devon District Council,
Knowle,
Sidmouth, EX10 8 HL

Representor No. 3538 - D Williams

Representor No. 3539 - Mrs M E Townsend

Representor No. 3540 - D Hurford

Representor No. 3541 - G Lory

Representor No. 3542 - L & P Stamp

The Planning Section
East Devon District Council
Sidmouth
EX10 8HL

6 0ak View
Honiton
EX14 2UD
4.6.2012

Dear Sir or Madam

Ref New Local Plan

In view of the fact that we already have traffic problems along 0ld Elm
Road and the Sidmouth Road Roundabout, we feel that any extra traffic
that may be coming through this estate would certainly be very dangerous
and hazardous.
At the present time for pedestrians and children crossing from 0ak View
and any side turning this is quite difficult in view of the fast speed some of
the vehicles travel.
We really are concerned that this project (300+Homes) would be additional
demand on the roads and would be unacceptable, therefore we oppose this
project.

Yours faithfully

Mr L Stamp

Mrs P Stamp

Representor No. 3543 - Mrs P Evans

Representor No. 3544 - Mrs L R Turner

Mrs L R Turner
28 Eyewell Green
Seaton
Devon
EX12 2BW

Dear Sir
I would like to see development of [H1 Land for 30 plus 20 houses].
This would provide jobs for local builders, and hopefully some affordable housing for
the younger people in the town.
Also [E1 Employment land ] If developed would provide a verity of different types of
employment for local people.
I believe these things are badly needed in Seaton.
Yours Sincerely
L R turner
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Representor No. 3545 - L Quaintance-Cottrell

Subject:

Proposed housing plans for Gittisham vale, Honiton.

Dear Sir or Madam,
I am sending this email in relation to the proposed plan to build between 300-450 new homes in
the Heathfield Manor-Hayne Lane area of Honiton.
To say that I strongly object to such plans is somewhat of an understatement, it seems that no
local residents or councillor's have been allowed input in these plans up until now, in fact it
seems that these plans have been kept very much hush hush so to speak and out of public view,
I say this as a local resident who has only just found out of these plans via a note through my
door!
I understand that new homes may need to be build, and although it would seem this is a case of
not in my back yard it is more a case of looking at the area as a whole.
There are many grave concerns to be raised by the increased urban sprawl of Honiton, one of
which is the actual town, Honiton is a lovely market town that just about manages to cater now
for its residents, with the increase in 450 homes the pressure on our facilities will obviously
increase dramatically, there are not the shops in the town to cater for such a large increase so
where are all these people meant to shop for such items as clothing? well of course Exeter or
Taunton which will increase revenue for them but does nothing for Honiton's economy.
There will also be a massive increase on things like our schools many of which already have
classes of 30 children, an also increase on our doctor's and our hospitals and as we all know
from the press the NHS is already struggling.
Then of course there is the traffic issue, have any of you actually seen how manic Tescos
roundabout can be on a busy day? increase traffic will mean an incease in RTC'S, injuries and
other traffic related situations which will put added pressure on our emergency sevices, most
of which are already stretched to capacity in our area, not to mention the rising pollution level
which Honiton already has an issue with due to its valley location, not really an ideal selling
point to new residents is it.
The Heathfield's estate comprises of mainly family's and older residents so an increase of traffic
to Old Elm Road is really not acceptable, there are may older people who like to take advantage
of our countryside setting and go for walks, also we have many dog walkers and runners that do
the same, not to mention all the children that play in the area, this proposed plan will have a
huge impact on our way of life.
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As a mum the traffic is a big concern for me, the idea of Old Elm Road becoming that of a rat
run is unthinkable, the increased risk of danger to my child and others does not bear thinking
about.
I grew up in the house I live in and now bring my daughter up here because its such a nice area,
the fact that I can walk 5 Minutes up the road and be surrounded by countryside is invaluable to
me and my family, the thought of this being changed after 26 years is unbearable for me to
even contemplate.
I strongly urge you to re-consider these's proposed plans, but if you must increase Honiton's
population think about ideal areas that will not impact on areas of outstanding natural beauty
such as Ottery Moor Lane, but in turn you must then look at the town, schools and NHS
facilities to the area.
Ask yourself this, do we really need ruin an area of outstanding natural beauty when only 10
miles up the road a brand new purpose build town with thousands of houses being build is
already under construction?
I hope I have made some valuable points so that you may now reconsider these absurd plans
and think of the Heathfields residents.
Yours Sincerly,
Louise Quaintance-Cottrell.
Laurel Road resident.
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Representor No. 3546 - Marion Sangster

Sent:
To:
Subject:

05 June 2012 17:25
Localplan
Local plan

ANOB, first class agricultural land - two precious, irreplacable resources. Do not squander them. Look after them for the
present residents of Sidmouth, visitors to Sidmouth and most importantly future generations.
Sowton industrial estate is less than twelve miles away. You must find it very worrying and upsetting to see the great
number of empty office space and warehouse/industrial buildings on the site.
Marion Sangster
Little Garth, Cotlands, Sidmouth EX10 8SP
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Representor No. 3547 - Brian Ward

Local Plan
Re: CONSULTATION ON THE INSET MAP AND POLICIES FOR: BUDLEIGH SALTERTON
I have been following the development of this plan for some time now. I have to say that I am still confused about the
strategy for providing new homes in Budleigh Salterton.
In your document, you have allocated provision of approximately 100 new homes. I assume that this is the amount of new
housing to be built between now and 2026.
However, there are currently proposals to build 100 new homes in the town in the near future. The allotments
development is going ahead, and you have kindly re-drawn the built-up area boundary to enable the development
adjoining the B3178 to go ahead.
These two developments will use up the entire proposed housing provision for the next 14 years. Is this the case? No
more development once these sites are completed?
Could you please be clearer about what Budleigh residents can, in reality, expect regarding new housing development up
to 2026.
Thanks
Best Regards
Brian Ward
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Representor No. 3548 - Richard and Angela Crabb
The Planning Policy Section,
East Devon District Council,
Knowle,
Sidmouth,
EX108HL

19 Oak View,
Honiton,
Devon
EX142UD

5th June 2012
Dear Sirs,
Emerging East Devon Plan
My wife and I write in support of the concerns of Gittisham Parish with regard to your
emerging East Devon Local Plan and in total opposition to the proposed 300 dwellings at
Heathfield Manor.
We have received your invitation to comment on the inset maps and would like to
express our concerns regarding the proposed changes to the Draft east Devon Local
Plan.












It would appear that no concern whatsoever has been given to the existing
residents of Gittisham Vale.
No local councillors were present at the planning meeting on 20th March 2012 at
Knowle, Sidmouth.
The Honiton’s representative’s opinion is disputed - there is alternative land
available for development within the town boundary - for example Ottery Moor
Lane.
No consideration has been given to the dangerous increase in levels of additional
traffic in Old Elm Road and Honeysuckle Drive (the only current possible access is
in Honeysuckle Drive which is of insufficient size to take such traffic), or
increasing the existing traffic at the ‘Tesco Roundabout’.
No mention of the increased demand of an additional minimum 600 residents on
educational and medical services, transport and the emergency services.
No apparent concept of the meaning of ‘An Area Of Outstanding Natural Beauty’
- see your plan of November 2010.
This would appear to be the cheap, easy, ill thought out option as opposed to be
what would be best for the town, and would appear to reflect the same lack of
forethought that has allowed Exmouth to become a huge, urban sprawl.
No explanation of the perceived local demand especially with regard to the building
of a new town in Cranbrook only 10 miles away.

In keeping with your mandate to work for all residents of East Devon, we would ask
that thorough consideration of our concerns above is given during the consultation
period.

Yours Faithfully,

Richard and Angela Crabb

Representor No. 3549 - Mrs M Dawson

Representor No. 3550 - W B Dunbar

Reprensentor No. 3551 - JH & CA Watling

Representor No. 3552 - Lisa Maskell

From: Lisa Maskell
Sent: 04 June 2012 17:26
To: Planning Central
Subject:
I just wanted to send an e mail to express my support for more jobs and employment in the Sidford area.
My opinion is that we need to encourage jobs to the Sidford/Sidmouth areas for our youngster and residents to support
the local economy.
I do live locally in Sidmouth and was born here.
Many thanks.
Lisa Maskell
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Representor No. 3553 - Simone Thomas

Sent: 05 June 2012 20:01
To: Planning Central
Subject: Support for Employment land
Dear Sir
I would like to voice my support for employment land at Sidford, I am 3rd generation sidmouthian and now have 3 sons
At Sidmouth College, twins aged 14 and another 15. They and i would like them to have the opportunity to live and
work in Sidmouth!!!!
Please allow them to get planning so my children and many of their friends are not forced to leave the area they love so
very much!!!!
Regards
Simone Thomas
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Representor No. 3554 - Debbie Brokenshire

Subject:

RE: support for fords planning application - UNCLASSIFIED:

Sent: 05 June 2012 20:34
To: Planning Central
Subject: support for fords planning application
Dear Sir/Madam,
I would like to offer support for the application by Fords of Sidmouth to build
an industrial site at Sidford.
Yours sincerely
Debbie Brokenshire (a local for many years)
Thank you
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Representor No. 3555 - David Webb

Sent:
To:
Subject:

06 June 2012 10:01
Localplan
Local planning

Dear planners, I would like to register my dismay & disapproval of the proposed 300 home development on land at
Heathfield Manor , a site of outstanding natural beauty and a site well worth retaing for further generations, further to
this the access to this site from the A375 is already overrun with traffic and would be dangerous and cause even more
congestion. yours faithfully D>J>Webb
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Representor No. 3556 - Louise Turley

Sent: 06 June 2012 10:04
To: Planning Central
Subject: Employment in Sidford

Dear Sir
I have Lived in Sidmouth for several years and would like to show my support for employment at Sidford
Regards

Kindest regards
Louise Turley
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Representor No. 3557 - J E & P J Fowler

Representor No. 3558 - Mrs P Gentle

Representor No. 3559 (M2) - Peter Gentle

From: Cllr M Williamson
Sent: 13 June 2012 14:05
To: Matthew Dickins
Subject: FW: EDDC Plan - UNCLASSIFIED:

Matt
I am forwarding this for inclusion as a formal response. I have acknowledged.
MW

From: Peter Gentle
Sent: 13- Jun- 12 13:54
To: Cllr M Williamson
Subject: EDDC Plan

COPY FOR INFORMATION
6 Balfour Mews
Station Rd
Sidmouth
Devon
EX10 8XL

Mr Alan Darrant
Chairman
The Sid Vale Association
1

6 June 2012
Dear Mr Darrant,
I attended your meeting on 26 April at the Manor Pavilion in Sidmouth to discuss the EDDC’s
proposals for the future of Sidmouth. Events since then have prompted me to write to you.
Although my wife and I arrived with a quarter of an hour to spare, we were just about the last to be
admitted and had to stand, so many must have been turned away.
I was impressed by the way the meeting was conducted, but as the meeting went on I became more
alarmed about the nature of the plan and that our representatives had allowed the draft to go through
without making their views widely known. I did however become progressively more reassured by the
strength of opposition and that this was starting to be articulated effectively.
I was one of the many people who wished to make comments, but were prevented from doing so by
lack of time. What I would have said is that I hoped that public spirited people would put themselves
forward as independent candidates for election to the East Devon District Council, should the final
version of the local plan be detrimental to the residents of the Sid valley. In this case, such
independent candidates would be really necessary so that the electorate can decide who should
work on their behalf to influence the way the final plan is implemented and amended as time goes on.
Like many people locally, I believe that the most important duty of the EDDC is to plan effectively for
the future and so candidates for election should be assessed on this basis. Indeed most people tend
to vote for a particular political party at national elections, but feel that such loyalties become entirely
irrelevant when major local issues are being decided.
The EDDC has issued a terrible and illogical draft plan that will have irreversible effects on the
residents of the Sid Valley. It is essential that all our representatives on the EDDC are representing
the views of their electors most vigorously. Some seem to be doing this well, but sadly some are not
and are letting down the people who voted them in. I think one of the vital things that your
organisation should do is to make people aware of the actions of those who represent them, for
example by
•

Publicising who our representatives are and making photographs available

•

Publicising how they have voted on the various stages of the plan

•

Publicising statements they make (or indeed their silence) on the proposals in the plan,
whether as part of council business or elsewhere.

•

Offering them opportunities at public meetings and in writing to answer the questions being
posed by their electorates and explain the reasoning behind their actions and the way they
cast their votes.

This information will help local electors decide how they will cast their votes in the future.
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Similar issues arise in relation to the Sidmouth Town Council. Many members do represent the
views of the electors, but sadly some do not. Again the above sort of information should be available
to electors at the next election.
It was interesting at the meeting to hear that electors in other parts of East Devon are concerned
about how the plan will affect them – and have elected independent councillors. I am sure that the
contacts you are making with other communities that share similar concerns will bear fruit. Indeed it
does not seem too farfetched that many people will put themselves forward as independent
candidates elsewhere, should the EDDC persist in imposing unsatisfactory plans on local
communities.
Yours sincerely

Dr Peter Gentle
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Representor No. 3559 (M2) - Peter Gentle

From: Cllr M Williamson
Sent: 13 June 2012 14:05
To: Matthew Dickins
Subject: FW: EDDC Plan - UNCLASSIFIED:

Matt
I am forwarding this for inclusion as a formal response. I have acknowledged.
MW

From: Peter Gentle
Sent: 13- Jun- 12 13:54
To: Cllr M Williamson
Subject: EDDC Plan

COPY FOR INFORMATION
6 Balfour Mews
Station Rd
Sidmouth
Devon
EX10 8XL

Mr Alan Darrant
Chairman
The Sid Vale Association
1

6 June 2012
Dear Mr Darrant,
I attended your meeting on 26 April at the Manor Pavilion in Sidmouth to discuss the EDDC’s
proposals for the future of Sidmouth. Events since then have prompted me to write to you.
Although my wife and I arrived with a quarter of an hour to spare, we were just about the last to be
admitted and had to stand, so many must have been turned away.
I was impressed by the way the meeting was conducted, but as the meeting went on I became more
alarmed about the nature of the plan and that our representatives had allowed the draft to go through
without making their views widely known. I did however become progressively more reassured by the
strength of opposition and that this was starting to be articulated effectively.
I was one of the many people who wished to make comments, but were prevented from doing so by
lack of time. What I would have said is that I hoped that public spirited people would put themselves
forward as independent candidates for election to the East Devon District Council, should the final
version of the local plan be detrimental to the residents of the Sid valley. In this case, such
independent candidates would be really necessary so that the electorate can decide who should
work on their behalf to influence the way the final plan is implemented and amended as time goes on.
Like many people locally, I believe that the most important duty of the EDDC is to plan effectively for
the future and so candidates for election should be assessed on this basis. Indeed most people tend
to vote for a particular political party at national elections, but feel that such loyalties become entirely
irrelevant when major local issues are being decided.
The EDDC has issued a terrible and illogical draft plan that will have irreversible effects on the
residents of the Sid Valley. It is essential that all our representatives on the EDDC are representing
the views of their electors most vigorously. Some seem to be doing this well, but sadly some are not
and are letting down the people who voted them in. I think one of the vital things that your
organisation should do is to make people aware of the actions of those who represent them, for
example by
•

Publicising who our representatives are and making photographs available

•

Publicising how they have voted on the various stages of the plan

•

Publicising statements they make (or indeed their silence) on the proposals in the plan,
whether as part of council business or elsewhere.

•

Offering them opportunities at public meetings and in writing to answer the questions being
posed by their electorates and explain the reasoning behind their actions and the way they
cast their votes.

This information will help local electors decide how they will cast their votes in the future.
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Similar issues arise in relation to the Sidmouth Town Council. Many members do represent the
views of the electors, but sadly some do not. Again the above sort of information should be available
to electors at the next election.
It was interesting at the meeting to hear that electors in other parts of East Devon are concerned
about how the plan will affect them – and have elected independent councillors. I am sure that the
contacts you are making with other communities that share similar concerns will bear fruit. Indeed it
does not seem too farfetched that many people will put themselves forward as independent
candidates elsewhere, should the EDDC persist in imposing unsatisfactory plans on local
communities.
Yours sincerely

Dr Peter Gentle
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