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From: Robert Compton 
Sent: 30 June 2020 12:17
To: Matthew Dickins
Cc: Angela King; Robert Compton
Subject: NEWTON POPPLEFORD & HARPORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN EXAMINATION
Attachments: EPSON344.PDF; EPSON345.PDF; EPSON346.PDF; EPSON347.PDF; EPSON348.PDF;

EPSON349.PDF

Copy for the file

-----Original Message-----
From: Robert Compton
To:
Sent: Mon, 29 Jun 2020 22:59
Subject: FOR THE ATTENTION OF JILL KINGABY - NEWTON POPPLEFORD & HARPORD NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN EXAMINATION

Dear Ms Kingaby,

I write with regard to the Examination of the Newton Poppleford & Harpford Neighbourhood Plan that you have been
tasked with.

I did submit my initial comments on the Plan within the Consultation period deadline, however, as I was still awaiting
further evidence from the Parish Council Clerk which has only just been made available to me I did reserve the right
to add further evidence to my submitted representations.

I will briefly give you some background about me which will hopefully put my representations in context.

I have lived in the Parish for over 50 years and still do, my family moved down from
years old, I grew up in Newton Poppleford and subsequently was educated, worked and raised my family here. I
therefore know the history and development of the Village first hand, a village community that has up until recently
welcomed the influx of new residents often from other parts of the Country being a great place to retire.

The natural growth and expansion of the Village has positively added to it community value, unfortunately as in other
popular settlements more recently arrived resident feel that now that they have arrived the gates should be closed to
keep others from moving to the Village and the current atmosphere of No further expansion is not healthy to the
continued viability and sustainability of the Village and indeed the wider local area.

My  was an active member of the Parish Council for several decades and was its Chairman for some of that
time. As a family we have always tried to give back to the Community, our family 

upon which the existing Doctor's Surgery was built, he was  at
that time and was a major force in raising the funds to pay for the construction of the Surgery building. He also
negotiated with  to acquire the land on behalf of the Parish where the new Cemetery is situated,
the local churchyard being full.

Having now been given access to the Parish Consultation Questionnaire results I would like to highlight some of its
conclusions which are not reflected in the policies drafted in the proposed Neighbourhood Plan, indeed, some of the
Statements made in the Plan are totally opposite to those give by the Parishioners in their questionnaires, one needs
to question why !

It is my opinion that the proposed Neigbourhood Plan has been drafted to reflect the views of a limited number of
mainly un-elected individuals on the Steering Committee who having consulted the Parishioners and collated their
view have chosen to ignore those findings and draft the policices of the proposed Neighbourhood plan more in
keeping with their own opposing views of NO DEVELOPMENT and stagnation.

I have attached various noted extracts from the Summary of the Parishioner's Questionnaires as example of where
the views of the Parishioner's conflict with those promoted by the Steering Group.
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* 84% of Parishioners Agreed they would support a housing development for local people to meet any affordable
housing need identified.

* The most popular area for any such development was identified as "Along the Exmouth Road"

* Public Transport Service - The draft Plan states that Public transport is poor and inadequate, however 93% of the
Parish rated the Service as OK to Excellent !!!!!!!

I hope that you will accept these observations in conjunction with those I have already submitted to you and that the
information will be helpful to you in conducting your examination.

Thank you

Yours Sincerely

Robert Compton














