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From: David Buller 
Sent: 05 February 2021 15:21
To: Planning Policy; David Buller
Subject: EastDevon Local Plan 2021 – 2040 – Issues and Options Consultation
Attachments: Setting Carbon Reduction Targets-Client Earth Let2sep19.pdf

Categories: New Local Plan

Dear Sir / Madam, 

I submitted my response to the draft ED Local Plan 2021 – 2040 a few days ago through your 
online response form. However, on reflection there is an additional point that I should like to make 
which I will set out in this email as I can see no option on the website to edit & resubmit what I 
have already written. 

By & large I am very supportive of the draft ED Local Plan but a key element that is not 
emphasised is the need for it to contain robust carbon reduction targets & monitoring measures to 
ensure that they are achieved. As pointed out in a ClientEarth letter sent to selected councils in 
September ’19 (see attachment), this requirement for clear targets is written into law & any Local 
Plan that fails to recognise this will be unlawful & at risk of legal challenge. 

I would argue therefore that such questions in your online response form as “Question 5 – Energy 
efficiency of new buildings – Option 3” are insufficiently stringent, as a carbon reduction target 
needs to state both an expected magnitude of reduction, i.e. to achieve net-zero carbon, and the 
timeframe within which this is expected to happen. Option 3 to Q5 does not meet this criterion in 
my view & so any responses to it should be struck from the consultation. 

Quoting from a ’19 RTPI report “nothing should be planned without having successfully 
demonstrated it is fit to take its place in a net-zero emissions future”. At the moment for ED that 
worst-case target is 2040. 

Our government has also emphasised in its Clean Growth Strategy the importance of local 
planning policy in delivering the UK’s carbon budgets: “Local areas are best placed to drive 
emission reductions through their unique position of managing policy on land, buildings, water, 
waste & transport. They can embed low carbon measures in strategic plans across areas such as 
health & social care, transport & housing“. Monitoring obligations also require local planning 
authorities to report on an annual basis against any targets or indicators included in their Local 
Plans. 

In view of these key legal & policy requirements, there is a clear duty on local authorities to ensure 
that Local Plan policies are designed to secure emissions reductions that are at least consistent 
with the UK’s national & international commitments. As suggested by ClientEarth, doing this 
requires: 

1)    Setting a local target framework that is based on a comprehensive assessment of local 
carbon reduction potential & which takes into account national & international climate 
targets; 
2)    Demonstrating proposed planning policies’ consistency with this local target 
framework, & 
3)    Monitoring performance on at least an annual basis against relevant indicators. 

Such a framework is consistent with guidance from the RTPI & TCPA which states that Local 
Plans need to be able to demonstrate & track how local policy contributes to meeting the target 
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regime under the Climate Change Act. As a resident of ED I would certainly be keen to see the 
authority adopt such a carbon reduction framework within its new Local Plan. 

Yours sincerely, David Buller (Dr) 

 














