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East Devon Local Plan – 2021 to 2040 - Issues and Options consultation  
for the attention of the Planning Policy team 

 
We would encourage you to complete the on-line response form – see: 

https://eastdevon.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/emerging-local-plan/initial-consultations/  

Please only use this paper version of the questionnaire if you lack internet access.  Receiving on-line 
submissions will help us save time and money and will mean we can be more accurate in our work. 

 

   Your 
Title 

 
 

First name 
or initial  Surname   

   
Your email address  

   
Your telephone number  

   
Your postal address and post code  

   
Organisation name (if relevant)  

 
 

   If you are an agent acting for a client 
please provide the name of your client   

    

        
Your Age Range 

   In what capacity are you responding to this consultation - what 
most closely describes you or if you are an agent what best 
describes, in respect of this consultation, what your client does? 

 

  0-18     Private individual  
  19-25     Environmental body  
  26-40     Government department or agency  
  41-55     Local authority  
  56-70     Parish or town council  
  70 plus     Politician  
       Religious body  
       Cultural group or body  
       Education provider  
       Amenity group  
       Land owner  
       Developer  
       Private company  
       Emergency service provide  
       Utility or transport provider  
       Community or resident group  
       Representative of commercial organisation or business  
       Other – Please specify (in the box below)  
             

 
 

         

https://eastdevon.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/emerging-local-plan/initial-consultations/
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Guidance notes 

We have produced a local plan issues and options consultation document that we are consulting on from 
18 January 2021 to midday on 15 March 2021.  In the consultation document we include a series of 
questions. Please note that this questionnaire should be read alongside the full consultation document. 

Please respond to this consultation event, on-line, if possible, see: 

https://eastdevon.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/emerging-local-plan/initial-consultations/ 

 

Paper copies of this completed of this questionnaire should be posted to:  

Planning policy 
East Devon District Council 
Blackdown House, Border Road 
Heathpark Industrial Estate 
Honiton 
EX14 1EJ 

To arrive no later than 12.00 noon on Monday 15 March 2021. 

 

Data Protection 

Any personal information which you provide will be held and used by East Devon District Council for the 
purpose of local plan production. Your information may also be shared within East Devon District Council 
for the purposes of carrying out our lawful functions. Otherwise your personal information will not be 
disclosed to anybody outside East Devon District Council without your permission, unless there is a lawful 
reason to do so, for example disclosure is necessary for crime prevention or detection purposes. Your 
information will be held securely and will not be retained for any longer than is necessary. There are a 
number of rights available to you in relation to our use of your personal information, depending on the 
reason for processing. Further detail about our use of your personal information can be found in the 
relevant Privacy Notice which can be accessed at: https://eastdevon.gov.uk/access-to-information/data-
protection/privacy-notices 

Please note that responses received will not be treated as confidential and they will be published on our 
council web site along with your name and if relevant the name of the organisation you represent. If you 
are an agent your name and organisation will be published as well as those of your client. Postal or email 
address will not be published unless they are embedded in documentation and cannot be readily blacked 
out. 

  

https://eastdevon.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/emerging-local-plan/initial-consultations/
https://eastdevon.gov.uk/access-to-information/data-protection/privacy-notices
https://eastdevon.gov.uk/access-to-information/data-protection/privacy-notices
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Question 1 - Local Plan Objectives 

In paragraph 2.1 of the Issues and Options report we set out a series of suggested objectives for the 
future local plan that cover issues like climate change, meeting housing needs and supporting the 
economy. Question 1 seeks your views on these objectives. 

Question 2 – The scope of the local plan 

In paragraph 2.2 of the Issues and Options report we propose producing a single plan, but it would be 
possible to produce a series of plans to cover the different issues. Do you think we should? 

Question 3 - Neighbourhood Plans and the new Local Plan 

Neighbourhood plans have been agreed for many of our neighbourhoods and more are in preparation. In 
paragraph 2.11 of the Issues and Options report we explain the role of neighbourhood and their 
relationship with the local plan. 
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Question 4 - Planning for health and wellbeing 

In Chapter 3 of the Issues and Options report we set out the health and wellbeing benefits of active 
lifestyles and the ways in which planning can promote this. 

Question 5 - Energy efficiency of new buildings 

In paragraph 4.4 of the Issues and Options report we identify ways of reducing carbon emissions from 
new developments, including setting higher energy efficiency standards for new buildings. Do you think 
we should? 
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Question 6 - Provision of solar arrays/farms and windfarms 

Paragraphs 4.5 to 4.7 of the Issues and Options report deals with maximising energy from renewable 
sources. Question 6 seeks your views on what level of support we should give. 

Question 7 - Carbon saving measures 

Paragraph 4.8 of the Issues and Options report sets out seven policy objectives for helping to achieve 
carbon neutrality including using ‘waste heat’, and promoting community led renewable energy schemes. 
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Question 8 - How many new homes should we plan for each year? 

In Chapter 5 of the Issues and Options report we set out the current Government requirement for us to 
build at least 928 new homes a year (although this figure can change). Paragraph 5.4 explains that we 
would need to almost double the number of affordable homes (to 461 every year for the next 20 years) 
to meet current and future needs. Do you think we should? 

Question 9 - Sites for small scale housing developments 

Paragraphs 5.5 to 5.7 of the Issues and Options report sets out Government policy that at least 10% of 
new homes should be built on smaller sites (below 1 hectare). This provides more opportunities for 
smaller, local businesses and is more likely to reflect local character than mass produced homes. Do you 
think we should? 
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Question 10 - Planning for housing for people at all stages of their life 

Paragraphs 5.8 and 5.9 of the Issues and Options report sets out the reasons for building a range of 
homes that can accommodate different circumstances. What approach should we take to encourage this, 
or is it not something the local plan should deal with? 

Question 11 - Additional housing policy objectives 

Paragraph 5.10 of the Issues and Options report identifies nine additional housing policy objectives, 
including encouraging more self-build homes, allocating sites for retirement housing and setting 
minimum space standards for new homes. 
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Question 12 - Preference for location for future job provision 

Paragraphs 6.4 to 6.7 of the Issues and Options report explains why much recent employment 
development has occurred near to Exeter and where future job growth would best be located.  We set 
out below a number of differing potential areas in East Devon that could accommodate future job growth 
and development. Please indicate your in principle levels of support for each option 
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Question 13 - Differing jobs sectors in East Devon 

Paragraphs 6.8 to 6.10 of the Issues and Options report discuss what sort of jobs the local plan should 
encourage, including the opportunities to attract new and emerging sectors with highly skilled jobs.  To 
what degree do you support, or not, the following approaches to future jobs or differing types of jobs? 
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Question 14 - Additional economic policy objectives 

Paragraph 6.11 of the Issues and Options report identifies six areas where policies could be developed to 
help support the economy. These include promoting jobs close to where people live, encouraging people 
to patronise local businesses, supporting shared workspaces, allocating additional employment sites and 
links between economic development and developing a greener economy. 
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Question 15 - Town centre uses 

Chapter 7 of the Issues and Options report considers options for the roles of our town centres. Question 
15 seeks your views on these options.  We set out below a number of differing potential uses and 
approaches to promoting town centre vitality and activity. Please indicate your in principle levels of 
support for each potential option or approach. 



East Devon – Local Plan 2021–2040 – Issues and Options Consultation – January 2021 Questionnaire 

Page 12 of 22 
 

Question 16 - Additional town centre policy objectives 

Paragraph 7.6 of the Issues and Options report identifies three additional area where policies may be 
appropriate including the use of vacant stories over shops, resisting ‘out of town’ uses to support town 
centres and producing town centre masterplans to identify key areas for improvement. 

 

 

Question 17 - Designing beautiful spaces and buildings 

Chapter 8 of the Issues and Options report explains how attractive places can be planned and Question 
17 seeks to find out how important you think it is that this is done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



East Devon – Local Plan 2021–2040 – Issues and Options Consultation – January 2021 Questionnaire 

Page 13 of 22 

Question 18 - Additional design policy objectives 

Paragraph 8.8 of the Issues and Options report identifies two areas with the potential for additional 
policy work. These are encouraging innovative designs and incorporating wildlife friendly elements into 
developments. 

Question 19 - The importance of conserving and enhancing heritage assets 

Chapter 9 of the Issues and Options describes our heritage assets and sets out the positive impacts they 
can have on our quality of life and local economies. 
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Question 20 - Development in protected landscapes 

Paragraphs 10.3 & 10.4 of the Issues and Options report sets out the importance of protecting our 
protected landscapes and the potential limitations this may place on how much and where development 
should be placed. Question 20 seeks views on the levels of restriction you favour. 

Question 21 - Net gains in biodiversity 

Paragraphs 10.5 to 10.7 of the Issues and Options report explains the new approach of quantifying the 
potential impact of development on biodiversity to inform planning decisions and ensure that there is a 
‘net gain’. Question 21 seeks views on the approach you would favour to gain biodiversity improvements. 
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Question 22 - Additional natural environment policy objectives 

Paragraph 10.8 of the Issues and Options report identifies 10 additional themes for the natural 
environment that may benefit from policies in the local plan. 

Question 23 - Promoting accessibility by walking and cycling 

Chapter 11 of the Issues and Options report sets out the issues for promoting sustainable transport. 
Question 23 seeks your views on how important you think it is that new development is sited so that it is 
within walking distance of services and facilities. 
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Question 24 - Additional sustainable transport policy objectives 

Paragraph 11.7 of the Issues and Options report identifies 13 key issues that may need to be considered 
around the theme of sustainable transport. 
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Question 25 - Facilities and services that are important 

Chapter 12 of the Issues and Options report deals with infrastructure requirements and asks what 
facilities are important to people to help us prioritise what may be needed and where.  Please score the 
services and facilities listed below in accordance with their importance to where you live or would want 
to live 

Please score the services and facilities listed 
below in accordance with their Importance 
to where you live or would want to live? 

Please tick one box only for each item 

Essential 
Very 

Important 
Quite 

Important 
Of little 

Importance 

Convenience store/Post Office     

Supermarket     

Childcare and nursery school provision     

Primary school     

Secondary school     

Children’s play area     

Sports & leisure facilities     

Health care facilities     

Open spaces     

Easy access to a range of jobs     

Regular bus service (5 plus per day)     

Train station     

Paths for walking and cycling     

Access to full fibre broadband     

Public house     

Place of worship (e.g. a church)     

High quality road links     

Emergency services (police, fire, ambulance)     

Community hall     

Youth facilities     

If you have any other comments or would identify other facilities please set these out below. 
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Question 26 - Additional infrastructure and service provision policy objectives 

Paragraph 12.9 of the Issues and Options report identifies five other infrastructure and service policy 
objectives. 

Question 27 - Retaining and refining the existing settlement hierarchy 

Chapter 13 of the Issues and Options report considers strategic options for the distribution of new 
development expressed in terms of a settlement hierarchy. Question 27 seeks your views on what your 
preferred pattern of development would be. 
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Question 28 - Broad distribution of housing development 

Paragraphs 13.12 to 13.14 of the Issues and Options report considers the strategic spatial options for 
accommodating housing growth. Question 28 asks which broad approach to the distribution of housing 
development you favour. 
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Question 29 - Future options for the type and location of development 

Paragraphs 13.15 & 13.16 of the Issues and Options report sets out a range of option for accommodating 
development. Which do you prefer?  

How do you feel about the  
development types and locations 
listed below 

For each option please tick one box only 

Strongly 
support 

Support 

Neither 
oppose 

or 
support 

Oppose 
Strongly 
oppose 

None of 
the 

options 

Infilling in towns and at larger 
villages  

      

Building one or more additional 
new towns  

      

Planning for new villages       

large scale (over 50 home)urban 
expansions to existing towns 

      

small scale (under 50 home) 
urban expansions to towns 

      

Building houses on the edges of 
East Devon villages  

      

Do you have any further observations on the alternative development options and approaches?  
Please provide comments below 
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Question 30 - Establishment of a Development Corporation 

Paragraphs 13.17 to 13.19 of the Issues and Options report explain the role that a development 
corporation could plan in delivering very large scale developments. Question 30 asks for view on how 
important you consider this would be. 

 

 

Question 31 - Planning for development beyond 2040 

Paragraph 13.20 of the Issues and Options report considers the timeframe that the local plan should 
consider. 
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Question 32 - And finally...? 
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	TextQ5: If this option is not taken up then how else are developers going to take any notice of overcoming the decades of poorly built housing, to minimum standards of insulation, reliance on heating with fossil fuels or any of the other cuts in housing provision to deregulate the market to the worst provision in Europe!
	Text25: 
	Q2: 1
	Q4: 1
	TextQ18: eg hedgehog highways to be incorporated into all new builds; not to allow tree netting of new build sites so that bird life can flourish; changing the pattern and methods of grass cutting to invigorate wildflowers on hedges, banks and fields in town and rural locations.
	TextQ19: The Parish received a planning application recently for an industrial scale pig farm to double its scale and in doing so, neglected to identify the fact that it was within 100m of a scheduled iron age hill fort that had already been identified as likely to be in danger of disappearing from the current levels of activity, in our Neighbourhood Plan. And yet a further application from the same owner affecting another scheduled fort was also put in at the same time, subjected to the same danger of being grubbed out, yet was allowed. Consistency in planning and investment in heritage assets to protect them, are also required here.
	TextQ20: Currently the Parish is in an area of 'Open Countryside' with only exception sites allowable, as it is also within the AONB. Our Neighbourhood Plan identifies that 2 houses are required by 2020 and that deadline has now expired. It is extremely difficult to identify sites within the main village as most of it is in a conservation area and most housing is expensive. There are very few, if any, sites available across the area and we are subject to the current Local Plan for EDDC Strategy 27, development in the most sustainable locations because of the few facilities in the Parish, the sensitivity of its environment and landscape, as identified above, within the AONB.This strategy was adopted by EDDC when the village pub was closed for possible development (2016) and has now re-opened again after winning a Planning Appeal (2018) against that development and is set up as a Community Pub and has plans to develop other community facilities. What transpires during a possible post-Covid vaccine remains to be seen and the importance of the return of the local pub in the centre of the main village is an important facility that has not yet been counted in the range of facilities required under Strategy 27, if that is carried forward in this Local Plan.
	TextQ21: Whilst it may be difficult to establish, on-site provision will be a first step, leading through the alternatives of 1-4 above, each probably generating less biodiversity than the previous one, so that each situation may need its own biodiversity calculation to be completed prior to permissions being given?
	TextQ26: 
	TextQ27: 
	TextQ28: 
	TextQ30: Yes but may not get agreement!
	TextQ31: There's a real issue over how long the Local Plan can be seen to be relevant and some say only 2 years at the most and certainly by 5 years developers start to argue over the lack of housing delivery. The same applies to Neighbourhood Plans too, though!
	TextQ32: Climate Emergency cannot be lost this time round and the changes needed in all that Covid-19 has exposed about hidden discrimination and poverty also can't be left behind, they are all big enough to be brought immediately forward!
	TextQ29: 
	TextQ24: 
	TextQ23: Active transport is part of the solution to reduce GHG's and keeping extra facilities close by to populations improves their uptake.
	TextQ22: As mentioned earlier the two main issues affecting GHG emissions in the Parish are Agriculture and Transport so it is good to see some controls over appropriate size of farm buildings is being considered, as should light pollution in a dark sky area, part of the Blackdowns AONB Management Plan. Public transport does not exist in the parish other than taxis and dial & ride and the majority of journeys are made by private cars, as well as deliveries to farms and local areas. Most of the roads are small and yet large delivery vehicles are trying to use the short width roads that they should not be allowed down, especially with car parking being increasingly on-road on both sides.
	TextQ16: There should be much more reliance on Neighbourhood Plans to provide a more appropriate response.
	TextQ15: Neighbourhood Plans could provide a much more local response here.
	TextQ12: 
	TextQ11: Especially the lack of broadband fibre to the home, even in new homes, to enable working from home as well as home tuition for children.
	Q5: 1
	Q6: 1
	Q7: 2
	Capacity: Parish or town council
	Q8: 4
	Q9: 2
	TextQ10: Whilst para 61 of the NPPF sets out the details of this idea, there is nothing obligated on the Strategic Policies to conform to them and the size, type and tenure of housing needed for different groups may be determined locally by non-strategic local plans or Neighbourhood Plans. In fact they could be provided for through this latter method and carry a real influence by addressing the types of housing needed in the neighbourhood area and those not needed eg second homes in St Ives Town Council!
	Q10: 4
	Q11: 1
	Q12a: 3
	Q12c: 2
	Q12d: 3
	Q12e: 2
	Q12b: 3
	Q13a: 3
	Q13b: 3
	Q13c: 3
	Q14: 1
	Q15b: 2
	Q15a: 4
	Q15c: 3
	Q15d: 3
	Q15e: 2
	Q15f: 2
	Q13d: 4
	TextQ17: 'A radical programme of greening for towns, achieving environmental targets and regenerating abandoned places. The emerging environmental goals of durability, adaptability and biodiversity being continuous with the pursuit of beauty'.Executive summary of the 'Living with Beauty Report!
	Q16: 2
	Q17: 1
	Q18: 1
	Q19: 1
	Q20: 2
	Q21: 5
	Q22: 1
	Q23: 3
	Q24: 1
	Q25a: Choice2
	Q25b: Choice3
	Q25c: Choice2
	Q25d: Choice1
	Q25e: Choice3
	Q25f: Choice1
	Q25g: Choice3
	Q25h: Choice2
	Q25i: Choice1
	Q25k: Choice3
	Q25l: Choice4
	Q25m: Choice3
	Q25n: Choice1
	Q25o: Choice1
	Q25p: Choice1
	Q25q: Choice2
	Q25r: Choice3
	Q25s: Choice2
	Q25t: Choice2
	Q25u: Choice3
	Q26: 1
	Q27: 1
	Q28: 1
	Q29a: Choice2
	Q29b: Choice4
	Q29c: Choice3
	Q29d: Choice3
	Q29e: Choice2
	Q29f: Choice3
	Q30: 2
	Q31: 5


