District Council

Publication Stage (Regulation 19
Stage 2) Representation Form

East Devon Local Plan Ref:

(For official
use only)

Name of the Local Plan to which this representation relates: East Devon Local Plan 2020-2042

Please return to East Devon District Council, Local Plans Team, Blackdown House, Border Road,
Honiton, EX14 1EJ, upload onto our consultation portal at:
https://eastdevonlocalplansecondregl19.commonplace.is

or email: localplan@eastdevon.gov.uk by 26th January 2026

This form has two parts:

Part A - Personal Details: Needs to be completed only once.
Part B - Your representation(s): Please fill in a separate sheet for each representation you wish to

make.

Part A: Personal details

1. Personal details

Full name

Are you acting as an agent for

another party?

Organisation (where relevant)

Address line 1

Address line 2

Address line 3

Postcode

Email address

Andrew Tildesley

Yes

Devon County Agricultural Association / Westpoint Arena

Suite 2 Leigh Court Business Centre

Abbots Pill

Bristol

BS8 3RA



mailto:localplan@eastdevon.gov.uk%20by

Part B - Representation

Please use a separate sheet for each representation

1(a). To which part of the East Devon Local Plan does this representation relate? Please write down
the paragraph or policy number that your representation relates to.

Chapter 1,2,3,4 Policy Policies

Map

Paragraph

1(b). Does your comment relate to one of the changes made to the first Regulation 19 plan?

Yes O No @

Please note if you responded to the first regulation 19 consultation in early 2025, those
representations remain valid and will be submitted to the Planning Inspector. Do not resubmit
previous comments. Only make new representations if you are commenting on the specific changes
listed in the Schedule of Changes, or if you did not respond to the first consultation.

1(c). If the comment is related to a site, please state the site reference here:

Site Ref | /@

2. Do you consider that this part of the East Devon Local Plan is legally compliant?

Yes @ No O

2 (a). If yes, and you wish to support the legal compliance of this part of the East Devon Local Plan,

please use this box to set out your comments.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

This representation does not deal with a matter of legal compliance, if is focused on matters of
soundness.

2 (b). If no, please give details of why you consider this part of the East Devon Local Plan is

not legally compliant. Please be as precise as possible.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)




n/a

2 (c). Please set out the modification(s) you consider necessary to make this part of the East Devon
Local Plan legally compliant, in respect of any legal compliance matters you have identified at 4(b)
above. You will need to say why each modification will make this part of the East Devon Local Plan
legally compliant. It will be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording for
the relevant policy or paragraph. Please be as precise as possible.

(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

n/a

3. Do you consider that this part of the East Devon Local Plan is Sound?

Yes O No @

3 (a). If yes, and you wish to support the soundness of this part of the East Devon Local Plan, please

use this box to set out your comments.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

n/a

3 (b). If no, please give details of why you consider this part of the East Devon Local Plan is

unsound. Please be as precise as possible.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

DCAA Rep 1- the of Devon County Showground
With Reference to Chapter 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the Local Plan Reg 19 November 2025

The DCAA objects to the omission of any reference relating to the Devon County Showground / Westpoint Arena in the emerging Local Plan. This objection underlines concerns that there has been little or no consideration of the future of the Devon County Showground as community facility
and events space of strategic importance to East Devon.

have been assessed in the emerging local plan policy, supporting text or in the preparation of the evidence base that supports it

There is no clear that the needs of the
The DCAA also wishes to emphasis the importance of considering and prioritising planning policy that safeguards rural lfe, farming and rural activities so that the Council can meet their vision by the end of the plan period. Acknowledging the important role of the DCAA and the Devon County
About the DCAA: Our Purpose and History

The Devon County Agricultural Association (DCAA) and its operation at the Devon County Showground has a proud and distinguished history as a charitable organisation at the heart of Devon life. The Devon County Showground is the South West's premier venue for large-scale events and

it serves as the permanent home of the Devon County Show, one of the UK's most significant agricultural events.
Established in 1872, the DCAA promotes and celebrates best practice in farming, food production, and rural industry. s principal charitable mission is to educate both the public and the agricultural community, ensuring that the farming sector remains vibrant, progressive, and connected to

the broader community.
Its flagship event, the Devon County Show hosted at the Devon County Showground, is a major annual celebration of rural life, bringing together communities,

The DCAA organises and supports a range of events that showcase innovation, and ity in
producers, and visitors from across the county and beyond.

Alongside the Devon County Show which attracts over 100,000 visitors each year over three days, there is an extensive annual program of events that take place each year at the Devon County Showground. These events play a significant role for residents of the area and beyond, providing




3 (c). Please set out the modification(s) you consider necessary to make this part of the East Devon
Local Plan sound, in respect of any soundness matters you have identified at 5(b) above. You will
need to say why each modification will make this part of the East Devon Local Plan sound. It will be
helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording for the relevant policy or
paragraph. Please be as precise as possible.

(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

DCAA Recommendation

The DCAA would request the inclusion of a specific policy within Chapter 4: Development at West End to safeguard the future of the Devon County Showground
as a multi-purpose large format events and community space. The policy would require that all development proposals within the West End be assessed for their
impact on the operation of the Devon County Showground and suitable mitigations undertaken if an impact is identified.

If a new policy is not to be considered that explicitly safeguards the Devon County Showground then amendments to policy wording for WSO01 are requested to:

1) Acknowledge the existence of the Showground and the potential direct and indirect impacts that Marlcombe could have on its ongoing operations and,;

2) Provide sufficient safeguards that application for development at Marlcombe can not be approved if they have a detrimental impact on the ongoing operation of
the Devon Couty Showground.

4. Do you consider that this part of the East Devon Local Plan complies with the Duty to Co-operate?

Yes @ No O

4 (a). If yes, and you wish to support this part of the East Devon Local Plan's compliance with the duty

to co-operate, please use this box to set out your comments.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

n/a

4 (b). If no, please give details of why you consider this part of the East Devon Local Plan fails to

comply with the duty to co-operate. Please be as precise as possible.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

n/a

Please note that non-compliance with the duty to co-operate is incapable of modification at
examination.

After this stage, further submissions may only be made if invited by the Inspector, based
on the matters and issues he or she identifies for examination.



5. If your representation is seeking a modification to the plan, do you consider it necessary to
participate in examination hearing session(s)?

No, I do not Yes, I wish to

wish to O participate in @
participate in hearing

hearing session(s)
session(s)

Please note that while this will provide an initial indication of your wish to participate in
hearing session(s), you may be asked at a later point to confirm your request to participate.

6. If you wish to participate in the hearing session(s), please outline why you consider this to

be necessary:
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

The DCAA and the operation of the Devon County Showground is the South West's premier
venue for large-scale events and is of significant importance both socially and economically .

The DCAA wishes to engage in the hearing sessions to ensure that the concerns relating to the
Local Plan and the New Town allocation at Marlcombe, which has potential significant effects on
the long term future of this vital facility are understood.

Please note the Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those
who have indicated that they wish to participate in hearing session(s). You may be asked to confirm
your wish to participate when the Inspector has identified the matters and issues for examination.

For more information on how we use your data - please read the privacy notices at the following
links: https://eastdevon.gov.uk/access-to-information/data-protection/privacy-notices

https://www.commonplace.is/privacy-policy

7. If you would like to make representations on the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) please provide your

comments here, stating to which part of the SA your comments relate.
(Continue on a separate sheet if necessary)

n/a

Please note In your representation you should provide succinctly all the evidence and supporting
information necessary to support your representation and your suggested modification(s). You
should not assume that you will have a further opportunity to make submissions.

After this stage, further submissions may only be made if invited by the Inspector, based
on the matters and issues he or she identifies for examination.
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	3b: DCAA Representation 1 – Acknowledging the Importance of Devon County Showground
With Reference to Chapter 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the Local Plan Reg 19 November 2025

The DCAA objects to the omission of any reference relating to the Devon County Showground / Westpoint Arena in the emerging Local Plan. This objection underlines concerns that there has been little or no consideration of the future of the Devon County Showground as community facility and events space of strategic importance to East Devon. 

There is no clear acknowledgment that the operational needs of the Showground have been assessed in the emerging local plan policy, supporting text or in the preparation of the evidence base that supports it.

The DCAA also wishes to emphasis the importance of considering and prioritising planning policy that safeguards rural life, farming and rural activities so that the Council can meet their vision by the end of the plan period. Acknowledging the important role of the DCAA and the Devon County 

About the DCAA: Our Purpose and History 
The Devon County Agricultural Association (DCAA) and its operation at the Devon County Showground has a proud and distinguished history as a charitable organisation at the heart of Devon life. The Devon County Showground is the South West's premier venue for large-scale events and it serves as the permanent home of the Devon County Show, one of the UK’s most significant agricultural events.
Established in 1872, the DCAA promotes and celebrates best practice in farming, food production, and rural industry. Its principal charitable mission is to educate both the public and the agricultural community, ensuring that the farming sector remains vibrant, progressive, and connected to the broader community. 

The DCAA organises and supports a range of events that showcase innovation, excellence, and sustainability in agriculture. Its flagship event, the Devon County Show hosted at the Devon County Showground, is a major annual celebration of rural life, bringing together communities, producers, and visitors from across the county and beyond. 

Alongside the Devon County Show which attracts over 100,000 visitors each year over three days, there is an extensive annual program of events that take place each year at the Devon County Showground. These events play a significant role for residents of the area and beyond, providing significant benefits to the social, community and economic life of East Devon. 
We enclose the latest DCAA Vision 2050 Document for the DCAA which sets out the following ambitions for the organisation over the next 25 years:
• The DCAA wants to deliver a resilient and modernised Devon County Show that reflects best practice in farming, climate adaptation, and biodiversity recovery. 
• The DCAA aims to be an outward-looking in a way which reaches across Devon through events, conferences, education, and school outreach. 
• To be a financially sustainable charity supported by multi-use infrastructure and year-round event income from Westpoint. 
• To provide a civic and cultural hub that engages the local community and contributes actively to the public good. 

DCAA Objection to the Reg 19 Local Plan
The DCAA would observe the following as currently drafted:
1. With the Reg 19 local plan, figure 2 ‘Key Facts’ on page 17 acknowledges that East Devon is largely rural. This point emphasises the importance of rural life to the cultural identify for East Devon.

2. The ‘Local Plan Vision’ para 2.1 (page 21) states that 
“by 2042 and beyond East Devon will be a diverse, inclusive and thriving place to live and work and a pleasure to visit and enjoy. 
3. Para 2.6 (page 21) goes on to state that 
“Rural East Devon will retain its outstanding charm and character with modest and sensitively planned development to meet the needs of local communities. Farming and rural activities will still dominate the use of land.”
4. Strategy Policy SP01 point A (page 26) focuses new development at the West End of the district, including a further new community of Marlcombe.

5. Para 4.6 (page 51) extracts text from the technical assessment work and as quoted includes the following:

“As a vibrant and adaptable new community Marlcombe will preserve East Devon's legacy as an outstanding place to live.”

6. There is no refence in Policy WS01 ‘Marlcombe New Community’ (page 52) to the potential impacts on the Devon County Showground or its activities. Reference to the potential for impacts on the Showground that need to be mitigated are omitted.

7. We note the “Social, Cultural, Leisure, Health and Community and Education Facilities” on page 57 of Policy WS01 are focussed on provision of new facilities within the New Town designation and make no reference to links to the Devon County Showground as an immediate neighbour or the potential to work collaboratively to safeguard the Showground as a local facility that could also benefit the New Town.

8. We note the mapping used in Figure 7 is the Local Plans only tangential reference to the Devon County Showground and includes a safeguarded access denoted as a ‘W’. No explanation or policy reference to the delivery or function of the safeguarded access is present in policy WS01. The DCAA should be consulted to agree the form function and location of this important link.

9. There is no reference within the other 317 page Reg 19 Local Plan to the Devon County Showground as the largest events space in the South West or the important role it plays in East Devon life.
In the context of to the above observations, the DCAA would fully endorse that East Devon is a predominately rural district and rural activities are key to the East Devon way of life. The DCAA believes that the Devon County Showground is a strategic facility supporting the East Devon rural way of life that directly supports the wider Local Plan Vision for East Devon Local Plan.

The emerging allocation of the New Town at Marlcombe is located immediately to the east of the Devon County Showground and the development of a 10,000 house New Town has significant potential to impact on the long term DCAA operations at Devon County Showground. It is clear that the Local Plan as drafted fails to acknowledge the existence of the Devon County Showground. This is of concern to the DCAA in terms of the emerging policy of the local plan. It is also a concern for the robustness of the technical supporting evidence that underpins the decisions taken to allocated land and finalise a development strategy, particularly in the West End area.

Failure to acknowledge or assess the impacts of emerging policy on key strategic infrastructure such as the Devon County Showground does not meet the National Planning Framework (NPPF) tests of soundness as the Plan can be neither justified or effective if key considerations have not been assessed, or factored into policy or the evidence base that underpins it.

The DCAA therefore objects to the omission of a policy, or policy wording, or supporting text in the Local Plan that seeks to safeguard the Devon County Showground operation.

For clarity the DCAA does not object to Marlcombe or the wider spatial strategy that focusses development on the West End area. As such the DCAA have submitted representation number 3. We simply want the impacts of this identified development to be balanced against the existing community needs and safeguard strategically important assets like the Devon County Showground in the emerging Local Plan.


	3c: DCAA Recommendation
The DCAA would request the inclusion of a specific policy within Chapter 4: Development at West End to safeguard the future of the Devon County Showground as a multi-purpose large format events and community space. The policy would require that all development proposals within the West End be assessed for their impact on the operation of the Devon County Showground and suitable mitigations undertaken if an impact is identified.

If a new policy is not to be considered that explicitly safeguards the Devon County Showground then amendments to policy wording for WS01 are requested to:
1)  Acknowledge the existence of the Showground and the potential direct and indirect impacts that Marlcombe could have on its ongoing operations and;
2)  Provide sufficient safeguards that application for development at Marlcombe can not be approved if they have a detrimental impact on the ongoing operation of the Devon Couty Showground.

	1b: N
	2: Y
	4: Y
	3: N
	5: N
	6: The DCAA and the operation of the Devon County Showground is the South West's premier venue for large-scale events and is of significant importance both socially and economically . 

The DCAA wishes to engage in the hearing sessions to ensure that the concerns relating to the Local Plan and the New Town allocation at Marlcombe, which has potential significant effects on the long term future of this vital facility are understood.
	7: n/a


