
 

Planning Policy Team 
East Devon District Council 

28 March 2025 
By Email Only 
LocalPlan@eastdevon.gov.uk 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

CHURCHILL LIVING & MCCARTY STONE RESPONSE TO THE EAST DEVON 
LOCAL PLAN 2020-2040 (REGULATION 19) CONSULTATION 

Please find below our comment on the draft policies within this consultation insofar 
as they impact the delivery of specialist accommodation for older persons. 

Comments are submitted on behalf of Churchill Living and McCarthy Stone who 
together, deliver circa 90% of dedicated older persons housing for sale in the UK each 
year. The comments reflect the two company's significant experience in delivering 
specialist housing for older people. 

Churchill Living previously made comments on the emerging plan as part of the 
Regulation 18 consultation exercise. 

Viability 

Representatives from both Churchill Living and McCarthy Stone attended the Joint 
Exeter and East Devon viability workshop in 2024 and provided feedback for the 
consultants to consider after the event. The evidence presented by the respondents 
included detail of recent planning applications within East Devon and the difficulty 
encountered in addressing affordable housing policy and viability in respect of 
specialist housing for older people. 

The respondents requested that following the completion of the plan wide viability 
work that the council consider the introduction of a bespoke affordable housing 
policy for specialist older person housing development which would allow the 
developers of such housing to confidently invest in and bring forward planning 
applications for such housing. 

The council's plan wide viability study was completed in January 2025 and is included 
as evidence supporting the draft plan and the policies within. The study examines the 
viability of specialist housing for older people including sheltered and extra care 
typologies and arrives at the following conclusions: 

Older persons sheltered housing is viable in VA1 with the standard affordable 
housing requirement for this area. It is not viable elsewhere in East Devon. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/housing-optional-technical-standards
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/housing-optional-technical-standards
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Damien Lynch 
Associate Director 
planning Issues 


