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Full name: Angela Brooks 

Organisation (where relevant): Fisher German LLP 

Other party name (if relevant): National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) 

Proposal:  

5. Development in the Towns and Villages 

1. To which part of the Development in the Towns and Villages chapter does your 
representation relate?: Policy 

1(a). Please write down the paragraph, policy or figure number that your 
representation relates to.: SD03 

3. Do you consider that this part of the Development in the Towns and Villages 
chapter is sound?: No 

3(b). If no, please give details of why you consider this part of the Development in 
the Towns and Villages chapter is not sound. Please be as precise as possible.: We 
have identified that one or more proposed development sites are crossed or in close 
proximity to NGET assets. Details of the sites affecting NGET assets are provided below: 

 

 Land south of Northcote Hill – north of the railway (GH/ED/39a) 4YA ROUTE TWR (002 - 
112): 400Kv Overhead Transmission Line route: AXMINSTER – EXETER & CHICKERELL - 
EXETER 

 

 A plan showing details of the site locations and details of NGET assets is attached to 
this letter. Please note that this plan is illustrative only. NGET also provides information 
in relation to its assets at the website below: https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-
transmission/network-and-infrastructure/network-route-maps 

 

 NGET advocates the high standards of design and sustainable development forms 
promoted through national planning policy and understands that contemporary 
planning and urban design agenda require a creative approach to new development 
around high voltage overhead lines and other NGET assets. 

 

 Without appropriate acknowledgement of the NGET assets present within the site, 
these policies should not be considered effective as they cannot be delivered as 



proposed; unencumbered by the constraints posed by the presence of NGET 
infrastructure. 

 

 New Infrastructure 

 

 Currently there are no known new infrastructure interactions within the area, however 
demand for electricity is expected to rise as the way NGET power our homes, 
businesses and transport changes. As the nation moves towards net zero, the fossil 
fuels that once powered the economy will be replaced with sources of low-carbon 
electricity, such as offshore wind farms. 

 

 The UK Government has committed to reach net zero emissions by 2050. This means 
achieving a balance between the greenhouse gases put into the atmosphere and those 
taken out. Decarbonising the energy system is vital to this aim. 

 

 NGET’s infrastructure projects in England and Wales will support the country’s energy 
transition and make sure the grid is ready to connect to more and more sources of low 
carbon electricity generated in Britain. 

 

 The way NGET generate electricity in the UK is changing rapidly, and NGET are 
transitioning to cheaper, cleaner and more secure forms of renewable energy such as 
new offshore windfarms. NGET need to make changes to the network of overhead lines, 
pylons, cables and other infrastructure that transports electricity around the country, so 
that everyone has access to clean electricity from these new renewable sources. 

 

 These changes include a need to increase the capability of the electricity transmission 
system between the North and the Midlands, and between the Midlands and the South. 
It is also needed to facilitate the connection of proposed new offshore wind, and 
subsea connections between England and Scotland, and between the UK and other 
countries across the North Sea. 

 

 Accordingly, we request that the Council is cognisant of the above. 

3(c). Please set out the modification(s) you consider necessary to make this part of 
the Development in the Towns and Villages chapter sound, in respect of any 



matters you have identified above. You will need to say why each modification will 
make this part of the Development in the Towns and Villages chapter sound. It will 
be helpful if you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording for the 
relevant policy or paragraph. Please be as precise as possible.: We propose 
modifications to the above site allocations and/or policies to include wording to the 
following effect. We propose that these modifications are applied to each of the 
aforementioned site allocations affected by NGET assets: 

 

 SD03: Land south of Northcote Hill – north of the railway (GH/ED/39a) 

 

 "The potential impact of the existing overhead transmission line route on design and 
layout should be taken into account at the pre-application stage through early 
engagement with National Grid." 

 


