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Introduction

1.

This representation is submitted by Savills on behalf of Mac Mic Strategic Land (from hereon
referred to as ‘Mac Mic’). Mac Mic is a strategic land promoter with a strong reputation for delivering

planning permissions that lead to high-quality development.

Mac Mic has instructed Savills on their behalf to submit a series of representations to the relevant

policies of the Regulation 19 Local Plan, including this policy.

Policy ARO1

3.

Criterion A of Strategic Policy ARO1 seeks to apply the sequential and exception tests to all
development proposals in areas at risk of flooding from any source. Whilst that very strict policy
approach was consistent with the previous version of the Framework, in December 2024 there was
a change to paragraph 175 which updated the approach to the sequential test. This is copied below

for convenience:

“The sequential test should be used in areas known to be at risk now or in the future from any form
of flooding, except in situations where a site-specific flood risk assessment demonstrates that no
built development within the site boundary, including access or escape routes, land raising or other
potentially vulnerable elements, would be located on an area that would be at risk of flooding from

any source, now and in the future (having regard to potential changes in flood risk).”

We understand that further changes to the related section of the Planning Practice Guidance on
Flood Risk are also due to be published imminently. Once this has been published a full review of
Strategic Policy ARO1 should be undertaken to ensure that it is compatible with the most up to date

national policy and guidance.

Savills on behalf of Mac Mic Strategic Land March 2025 1



