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11th January 2023 

 

Planning Policy Department 
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Blackdown House 

Border Road, 

Heathpark Industrial Estate, 

Honiton, 

EX14 1EJ 

 

BY EMAIL TO: PlanningPolicy@eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

Dear Sirs 

 

RE:     EAST DEVON DISTRICT COUNCIL – LOCAL PLAN 2020 TO 2040 

PREFERRED OPTIONS CONSULTATION  

 

We are writing with specific reference to the Proposed Allocations at Ottery St Mary, referred to 

at Strategic Policy 22 and on the corresponding Proposals Map.   

 

We know Ottery St Mary extremely well having successfully promoted the Island Farm land to 

the south of Kings School and also the former Gerway Nurseries site on Sidmouth Road; both 

sites are now built out. 

 

As the Council will be aware the reserved matters consent for the Gerway Nurseries site 

(planning application reference 16/0103/MRES) included an access road directly into the land 

identified as Gerway Farm (GH/ED/29), see plan 1515 : 50 B attached as Appendix 1.  This land 

is unconstrained and readily developable with the access already formed. The site is also the 

closest of all of the proposed allocations to the town centre and to the services and facilities 

within Ottery St Mary with excellent pedestrian and cycle connectivity.  The site should 

therefore be elevated from a Second Choice Allocation to a Preferred Allocation.  There is no 

sound reason why this should remain as a Second Choice. 

 

In any event to identify the site as a Preferred Allocation would increase the flexibility and 

deliverability of the Plan. 

 

Whilst writing we would also make the following observations in relation to the Preferred 

Allocations just to check the Council has not overlooked any matters which may compromise the 

deliverability of these sites: 

 

Land South of Strawberry Lane (GH/ED/27) 

 

This site is heavily constrained by many overhead services and does not have a deliverable 

pedestrian cycle link to the town centre. 
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Land at Thorne Farm (OTRY09) 

 

This land has previously been identified as safeguarded for education uses and so we would 

question why the education allocation is no longer required and whether the stated 90 home 

capacity is realistic. 

 

Barrack Farm (OTRY01B) 

 

The delivery of 1.25 hectares of employment land on this site (as with every other proposed 

mixed use development site) is unlikely to be delivered.  There are also questions regarding 

appropriateness of residential development given the existing use of this site. 

 

Slade Farm (LPGH/ED/31) 

 

Finally, we would also suggest that the evidence base used to reject site GH/ED/31 at Slade Farm 

is flawed.  A previous appeal was dismissed in relation to this site, see Appendix 2, but that 

covered a much larger area, as can be seen from plan ref 1035/PO3 attached as Appendix 3.  The 

western part is highly accessible and sustainable with good pedestrian/cycle access via 

Knightstone Lane, again with close proximity to the town centre and facilities.  A smaller scale 

scheme than previously promoted would sit well within the landscape and with the eastern higher 

field providing plenty of land for landscape planting and biodiversity net gain, etc, see Vectos 

drawing attached as Appendix 4.  See comments in the Appeal decision Ref 3140719 paragraph 

24 (Appendix 2) regarding the site’s sustainability, where the Inspector concluded that the site 

was in a sustainable location.  A more thorough assessment therefore would show that this site 

should also be a Preferred Allocation for circa 30 dwellings.  This site would certainly seem to 

perform better than Preferred Allocation at Bylands Slade Road OTRY15, which has no 

pedestrian/cycle connectivity, so the justification either for the allocation of OTRY15 or for the 

rejection of GH/ED/31 must be wrong. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Simon Steele-Perkins 

Director 

WADDETON PARK LTD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 1 – GERWAY NURSERIES SITE PLAN FROM PLANNING APPLICATION 16/0103/MRES 

 

 



APPENDIX 2 – APPEAL DECISION APP/U1105/W/15/3140719 LAND AT SLADE FARM, OTTERY ST MARY 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 



 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 

 



APPENDIX 3 – RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AT SLADE FARM – OUTLINE PROPOSALS INDICATIVE SITE LAYOUT – DRAWING NUMBER 1035/P03 
 

 



APPENDIX 4 -  SLADE FARM, OTTERY ST MARY 

 

 
 

 


