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Subject: RE: Neighbourhood Area Application - Parish of West Hill 
 
Tha nk you for c ons ulting  Sp ort Eng la nd  on the  a b ove  ne ig hb ourhood  pla n. 
 
G ove rnm e nt p la nning  p olic y, within the  Na tion a l Pla n n in g  Polic y  
Fra m e w ork  ( NPPF) , id e ntifie s  how the  p la nning  s ys te m  c a n p la y a n 
im p orta nt role  in fa c ilita ting  s oc ia l inte ra c tion a nd c re a ting  he a lthy, 
inc lus ive  c om m unitie s . Enc oura g ing  c om m unitie s  to b e c om e  m ore  
p hys ic a lly  a c tive  throug h wa lking , c yc ling , inform a l re c re a tion a nd  form a l 
s p ort p la ys  a n im p orta nt p a rt in this  p roc e s s . Provid ing  e noug h s p orts  
fa c ilitie s  of the  rig ht q ua lity a nd  typ e  in the  rig ht p la c e s  is  vita l to a c hie ving  
this  a im . This  m e a ns  tha t p os itive  pla nning  for s p ort, p rote c tion from  the  
unne c e s s a ry los s  of s p orts  fa c ilitie s , a long  with a n inte g ra te d a p p roa c h to 
p rovid ing  ne w hous ing  a nd e m ploym e nt la nd  with c om m unity fa c ilitie s  is  
im p orta nt. 
 
It is  e s s e ntia l the re fore  tha t the  ne ig hb ourhood  p la n re fle c ts  a nd  c om p lie s  
with na tiona l p la nning  p olic y for s p ort a s  s e t out in the  NPPF with p a rtic ula r 
re fe re nc e  to Pa rs  9 8  a nd  9 9 . It is  a ls o im p orta nt to b e  a wa re  of Sp ort 
Eng la nd ’s  s ta tutory c ons ulte e  role  in p rote c tin g  p la y in g  fie ld s  a nd the  
p re s um p tion a g a ins t the  los s  of p la ying  fie ld  la nd . Sp ort Eng la nd ’s  p la ying  
fie ld s  p olic y is  s e t out in our Pla ying  Fie ld s  Polic y a nd G uid a nc e  d oc um e nt. 
http s :/ / www.s p orte ng la nd .org / how- we - c a n- he lp/ fa c ilitie s - a nd -
p la nning / p la nning - for- s p ort# p la ying _ fie ld s _ p olic y  
 
Sp ort Eng la nd  p rovid e s  g uid a nc e  on d e v e lop in g  p la n n in g  p olic y  for s p ort 
a nd  furthe r inform a tion c a n b e  found  via  the  link b e low. V ita l to the  
d e ve lop m e nt a nd  im p le m e nta tion of p la nning  p olic y is  the  e vid e nc e  b a s e  
on whic h it is  found e d . 
http s :/ / www.s p orte ng la nd .org / how- we - c a n- he lp/ fa c ilitie s - a nd -
p la nning / p la nning - for- s p ort# p la nning _ a p p lic a tions  
 
Sp ort Eng la nd  works  with loc a l a uthoritie s  to e ns ure  the ir Loc a l Pla n is  
und e rp inne d b y robus t a nd  up  to d a te  e vid e nc e . In line  with Pa r 9 9  of the  
NPPF, this  ta ke s  the  form  of a s s e s s m e n ts  of n e e d  a n d  s tra te g ie s  for  in d oor  
a n d  ou td oor  s p orts  fa c ilitie s . A ne ig hb ourhood  p la nning  b od y s hould  look 
to s e e  if the  re le va nt loc a l a uthority ha s  p re p a re d  a  pla ying  p itc h s tra te g y 
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or othe r ind oor/ outd oor s p orts  fa c ility s tra te g y. If it ha s  the n this  c ould  
p rovid e  us e ful e vid e nc e  for the  ne ig hb ourhood  p la n a nd  s a ve  the  
ne ig hb ourhood p la nning  b od y tim e  a nd  re s ourc e s  g a the ring  the ir own 
e vid e nc e . It is  im p orta nt tha t a  ne ig hb ourhood  p la n re fle c ts  the  
re c om m e nd a tions  a nd  a c tions  s e t out in a ny s uc h s tra te g ie s , inc lud ing  
thos e  whic h m a y s pe c ific a lly  re la te  to the  ne ig hb ourhood  a re a , a nd  tha t 
a ny loc a l inve s tm e nt op p ortunitie s , s uc h a s  the  C om m unity Infra s truc ture  
Le vy, a re  utilis e d  to s up p ort the ir d e live ry. 
 
W he re  s uc h e vid e nc e  d oe s  not a lre a d y e xis t the n re le va nt pla nning  
p olic ie s  in a  ne ig hbourhood  p la n s hould  b e  b a s e d on a  p rop ortiona te  
a s s e s s m e nt of the  ne e d  for s p orting  p rovis ion in its  a re a . De ve lop e d  in 
c ons ulta tion with the  loc a l s p orting  a nd wid e r c om m unity a ny a s s e s s m e nt 
s hould  b e  us e d  to provid e  ke y re c om m e nd a tions  a nd  d e live ra b le  a c tions . 
The s e  s hould  s e t out wha t p rovis ion is  re q uire d  to e ns ure  the  c urre nt a nd  
future  ne e d s  of the  c om m unity for s p ort c a n b e  m e t a nd , in turn, b e  a ble  to 
s up p ort the  d e ve lopm e nt a nd  im p le m e nta tion of p la nning  p olic ie s . Sp ort 
Eng la nd ’s  g uid a nc e  on a s s e s s ing  ne e d s  m a y he lp  with s uc h work. 
http :/ / www.s p orte ng la nd .org / pla nning tools a nd g uida nc e  
 
If n e w  or  im p rov e d  s p orts  fa c ilitie s  a re  p rop os e d  Sp ort Eng la nd  
re c om m e nd  you e ns ure  the y a re  fit for p urp os e  a nd d e s ig ne d  in 
a c c ord a nc e  with our d e s ig n g uida nc e  note s . 
http :/ / www.s p orte ng la nd .org / fa c ilitie s - p la nning / tools - g uida nc e / d e s ig n-
a nd - c os t- g uida nc e /  
 
Any n e w  h ou s in g  d e ve lop m e nts  will g e ne ra te  a d ditiona l d e m a nd  for s p ort. 
If e xis ting  s p orts  fa c ilitie s  d o not ha ve  the  c a pa c ity to a b s orb  the  a dd itiona l 
d e m a nd , the n p la nning  p olic ie s  s hould  look to e ns ure  tha t ne w s p orts  
fa c ilitie s , or im p rove m e nts  to e xis ting  s ports  fa c ilitie s , a re  s e c ure d  a nd 
d e live re d . Prop os e d  a c tions  to m e e t the  d e m a nd  s hould  a c c ord  with a ny 
a p p rove d  loc a l p la n or ne ig hb ourhood  p la n p olic y for s oc ia l infra s truc ture , 
a long  with p rioritie s  re s ulting  from  a ny a s s e s s m e nt of ne e d , or s e t out in 
a ny p la ying  p itc h or othe r ind oor a nd/ or outd oor s p orts  fa c ility s tra te g y 
tha t the  loc a l a uthority ha s  in p la c e . 
 
In line  with the  G ove rnm e nt’s  NPPF ( inc lud ing  Se c tion 8 )  a nd  its  Pla nning  
Pra c tic e  G uid a nc e  ( He a lth a nd we llb e ing  s e c tion) , links  b e low, 
c ons id e ra tion s hould  a ls o b e  g ive n to how a n y  n e w  d e v e lop m e n t, 
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e s p e c ia lly  for ne w hous ing , will p rovid e  op p ortunitie s  for p e op le  to le a d  
he a lthy life s tyle s  a nd  c re a te  he a lthy c om m unitie s . Sp ort Eng la nd ’s  Ac tive  
De s ig n g uida nc e  c a n b e  us e d  to he lp  with this  whe n d e ve lop ing  p la nning  
p olic ie s  a nd  d e ve lop ing  or a s s e s s ing  ind ivid ua l p rop os a ls . 
 
Ac tive  De s ig n, whic h inc lud e s  a  m od e l p la nning  p olic y, p rovid e s  te n 
p rinc ip le s  to he lp  e ns ure  the  d e s ig n a nd  la yout of d e ve lop m e nt 
e nc oura g e s  a nd  p rom ote s  p a rtic ipa tion in s p ort a nd p hys ic a l a c tivity. The  
g uida nc e , a nd  its  a c c om p a nying  c he c klis t, c ould  a ls o b e  us e d  a t the  
e vid e nc e  g a the ring  s ta g e  of d e ve lop ing  a  ne ig hb ourhood  p la n to he lp 
und e rta ke  a n a s s e s s m e nt of how the  d e s ig n a nd  la yout of the  a re a  
c urre ntly e na b le s  pe op le  to le a d  a c tive  life s tyle s  a nd wha t c ould  b e  
im p rove d . 
 
NPPF Se c tion 8 : http s :/ / www.g ov.uk/ g uid a nc e / na tiona l- p la nning - p olic y-
fra m e work/ 8 - p rom oting - he a lthy- c om m unitie s  
 
PPG  He a lth a nd  we llb e ing  s e c tion: http s :/ / www.g ov.uk/ g uida nc e / he a lth-
a nd - we llb e ing  
 
Sp ort Eng la nd ’s  Ac tive  De s ig n G uida nc e : 
http s :/ / www.s p orte ng la nd .org / a c tive de s ig n  
 
( Ple a s e  note : this  re s p ons e  re la te s  to Sp ort Eng la nd ’s  p la nning  func tion 
only. It is  not a s s oc ia te d  with our funding  role  or a ny g ra nt 
a p plic a tion/ a wa rd  tha t m a y re la te  to the  s ite .)  
 
If you ne e d  a ny furthe r a d vic e , p le a s e  do not he s ita te  to c onta c t Sp ort 
Eng la nd us ing  the  c onta c t d e ta ils  b e low. 
 
Yours  s inc e re ly, 
 
Pla nning  Te c hnic a l Te a m  
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Sport Park, 3 Oakwood Drive, Loughborough, Leicester, LE11 3QF 

     

  
We have updated our Privacy Statement to reflect the recent changes to data 
protection law but rest assured, we will continue looking after your personal data 
just as carefully as we always have. Our Privacy Statement is published on our 
website, and our Data Protection Officer can be contacted by emailing Gaile 
Walters 

 

 

 
The information contained in this e-mail may be subject to public disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. Additionally, this email and any attachment are 
confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual to whom they are addressed. If 
you are not the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this email and any 
attachment in error, and that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing, or copying, is 
strictly prohibited. If you voluntarily provide personal data by email, Sport England will 
handle the data in accordance with its Privacy Statement. Sport England’s Privacy Statement 
may be found here https://www.sportengland.org/privacy-statement/ If you have any 
queries about Sport England’s handling of personal data you can contact Gaile Walters, 
Sport England’s Data Protection Officer directly by emailing DPO@sportengland.org  
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